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REMEMBER THE HOMELESS 
AND THE FATHERLESS

T H E  C H R I S T M A S  B O W L  A P P E A L
The Remembrance Bowl on the Christmas dinner table is an 

opportunity for everyone to take part in the World Council o f  
Churches’ effort to care for  some 75 millions o f  homeless, star^Tng 
refugees in Europe and Asia.

These people are to-day dispossessed for many reasons: some were 
expelled, some fled as refugees, some were compelled to work in the coun­
tries of occupying forces, some wander the face of the earth seeking food 
and shelter.
They will be found in old 

air-raid bunkers in Germany, 
in disused bams and pig pens 
in Austria, in old army bar­
racks in Greece, in the caves 
of the hills of Bethlehem, in 
old jute mills of India, in 
Karachi, and in “ emergency 
quarters” in Korea.
Some are called refugees, 

others expellees, some displaced 
persons, but when human 
misery and dreaded fear of the 
future are in such magnitude, 
categories matter very little.

From the viet^oint of 
Christian compassion, t h e  
human situation is what mat­
ters most.

These people are homeless, 
destitute, futureless.

The 1945 Potsdam Agreement 
■ ; s responsible for the post­
war expellee situation in 
T.i i'ope; ideologies and politics 
for the refugee.

Bulgaria expelled E t h n i c  
Turkish citizens to Turkey.

The United Nations' action in 
cieating a home for the home­
less Jews from the ghettc» of

Orphaned little children still 
roam the war-blasted -villages 
and roads; hungry, near-naked, 
neglected.

How will we answer for them 
on Judgement Day?

How will we Justify the de­
cision to sacrifice the little ones 
in the battle between Com­
munism and the free world?

It is because of their know­
ledge of a situation, a situation 
of which Australia is so little 
aware, that the World Council 
of Churches with headquarters 
in Geneva, and represented by 
the Australian Council, main­
tains as one of its largest and 
most important functions—the 
Department of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees, 
which is operating through the 
local churches in every theatre 
of homelessness in the world.

It is for this reason that for 
the fifth year, Australians 
should have a Bowl of Remem­
brance on their Christmas 
dinner table, where, by every 
diner placing cash to the value 
of their dinner, Australian car­

“ I desire to commend to Church of England 
people throughout Australia the Appeal which is 
being made at this time by the World Council of 
Churches on behalf of its great work among the 
stricken churches of Europe, and the millions in 
Europe and Asia who have been ijiade homeless 
and destitute by flood, earthquakes, w’ars and poli­
tical tensions.

“ To rehabilitate the Churches in countries 
devastated, impoverished and politically disturbed 
as a result of the World W ar, must surely appeal 
to our wisdom as well as to our sympathy, for it 
is designed to enable them to resume and extend 
iheir work, witness and fellowship, and so con­
tribute materially to the rehabilitation of Europe 
and the world.

“ The call of the dispossessed and needy mul­
titudes, numbering between 70-80 millions, W'ho 
form, as somebody has said, ‘an arc of misery 
from France to the Philippines,’  cannot fail to 
have a special appeal to Christian men and women 
at the Christmas season.

“ I trust, therefore, that we shall i-espond 
generously to the suggestion that in every home 
in Australia there should he a Bowl of Remem­
brance placed on the Christmas dinner table, that 
those who are enjoying the blessings, spiritual and 
material, associated with that happy season, may 
remember in a practical way their less fortunate 
brethren, and in thankfulness to Him who came 
to Bethlehem on Christmas Day to begin His great 
work of redemption for us, we shall remember His 
own words, ‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of these, the least of my brethren, yet have done it 
imto Me.’ ”

t ltO A r O

Europe in 1947 created the dis- 
pla^sd Arab tragedy.

Self-rule for India resulted 
in the creation of Pakistan and 
India and their tidal waves of 
refugees.

Japanese occupation displaced 
China’s millions, and the war 
in Korea deluged South Korea 
with homeless peoples.

The plight of homeless child­
ren in Korea is particularly 
pathetic.

ing can become Australian 
sharing fo i  the sake of that 
first refugee famUy in Egypt— 
the Holy Family.

W e print on this page an 
appeal from the Primate of 
Australia, the Most Reverend
H. W. K. Mowll, asking every 
home in Australia to place in a 
bowl on the Christmas dinner 
table, the value of their meal 
as a thanksgiving to God and

as a practical means of turning 
caring into sharing.

The Director of the Depart­
ment of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to R efuses, Geneva, 
Dr. Robert Maokie, writes:—

“When the post-war refugee 
p r o b l e m  descended upon 
Europe, no one could have 
guessed that the churches 
would play such a predominant 
part in the measures taken to 
deal with it.

“There has been the whole 
amazing story of the acceptance 
of the homeless people of other 
countries by local churches all 
over America and by church 
communities all over Europe.

T H E  F I R S T  C H R I S T M A S  G I F T S

\
\

\

“ They offered unto Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.”

THE WAY OF THE SHEPHERDS
S. Luke ii, 15: “And the 

Shepherds said one to an­
other, Let us now go even 
unto Bethlehem and see this 
thing which has come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.”
Christmas Day Is a time not 

for words so much as for wor­
ship; and especially, for com­
municants, a day for worship 
at the Lord’s Own Table, at the 
best Christmas Feast of all.

How shall we come? By what 
v/ay shall we most easily ap­
proach the Babe of Bethlehem, 
God made man?-

I invite you to travel with me 
along the way which the shep­
herds took on the first Christ­
mas Day. It was to them that 
the first news came, the" first 
revelation was made. Re-vela- 
tion—the un-veiling of the 
greatest miracle and mystery 
the world has ever known.

THE SHEPHERDS
W » n ’t it surprising? To 

shepherds! Why not to white- 
robed priests in the Temple? Or 
to some devout congregation 
gathered at prayer in a syna­
gogue?

Hpw unlikely it was that the 
news should first come to shep­
herds. There they lay, on the 
cold hillside, huddled together 
against the bodies of their 
sheep, trying to keep them 
warm.

Taking it in turns' to keep 
awake in the dai-k, lest , wild 
animals or robbers should 
attack the flock. Yes, it was to 
“workers of the world” that the 
news first came; doing their 
duty, bravely, honestly, unself­
ishly.

A shepherd’s work is no easy 
lot. It never has been, never 
will he. How well I remember 
a conversation I  had, over fifty 
years ago now, with a Dorset 
shepherd whom I  met on the 
road to our football ground at 
Weymouth College. We were 
talking about the Bible. He 
had not got one, he said.

“But why don’t you go into 
Weymouth and buy one?” I 
asked. I  can picture him now, 
standing before me in lus shep­
herd’s smock, as he replied: 
“Oi doan’t ’ave no toime to go 
into Weymouth. Oi be too busy 
with the ship (sheep),”

B y  Canon R. W . Howard
By  special ARP.ANGEMENI WITH THE Churclt of England Newspaper

still, as at Bethlehem, in mighty 
acts.

It is because the shepherds 
allowed their wonder to pass 
into faith that they acted on

“But can’t you go on one of 
your holidays?” I asked. He 
replied, almost indignantly, 
“ ’Ollerdays? Oi doan’t ’ave no 
’ollerdays!” Yes, the shep­
herds were workers, then as in 
our own time.

THE W AY OF W ORK
What dignity this revelation 

made to  shepherds gives to our 
daily work: in the shop or the 
kitchen, at the scholar’s desk or 
on the policeman’s beat. Never 
think again, if you have ever 
thought, that God is nearer to 
you' in church than at your 
work.

The story of the shepherds at 
Bethlehem proves that that’s 
not true. We come to Christ 
the child, Christ the Saviour, 
by the way of work.

Then, secondly, the shepherds 
followed the way of wonder. 
They had simple hearts, not 
closed by cleverness or dulled 
by doubt and unbelief. The un­
seen world was very real to 
them.

The gates into that world 
could easily open for them, to 
let them hear the angels sing, 
to let them see the angel host. 
They had poetry and beauty in 
their thoughts. Nature was 
God's Book, always teaching 
them.

We need that message, too. 
We are so apt to think of 
Nature in terms of atoms and 
radar and supersonic flight and 
jets and cars and T.V. and sub­
marines—the mechanical side 
of Nature—and a very import­
ant side it is.

But we tend to forget the way 
of wonder. That’s where our 
carols help us, with all the 
beauty of their words, and the 
loveliness of their music; for 
music is a spiritual thing.

It was a great modern 
Spanish philosopher, Santa­
yana, who said: “Religion is 
poetry Intervening in life.”  Of 
course, it is more than that; 
but it is that.

WONDER
Cherish that faculty of won­

der. Ask God to keep it fresh 
and %'ivid within you. We need 
it in this scientific age. It will 
help to deepen our faith in the 
unseen world: our faith in 
God’s power to enter this world

what they had seen and heard 
and believed. It is because you 
have shared that belief of theirs 
that you are here to-day. You 
have come to share in the third 
way they followed, the way of 
worship.

Come with those shepherds 
into the stable now. Use your 
imagination. What will you 
see? A very homely scene. One 
or two oxen, munching their 
fodder after a hard day’s work 
in the fields.

An ass, tired after carrying 
its heavy burden of Mary and 
the Child, who had been so 
near His bh-th on the day be­
fore.

Did the animals know any­
thing of the wonder which had 
come into that stable? Did 
they join in the worship of the 
shepherds?

I like to believe they had al­
ready felt something they had 
never felt before, for animals, 
as -R'e know, are psychic far 
beyond what men are. I be­
lieve they had stirrings within 
them.

AINIMALS’ CAROL
A modern poet has written 

some beautiful verses which en­
dorse w'hat I ’ve just said. It ’s 
called “The Animals’ Carol.” 
Let me read it:

“We huddled from the storm 
and cold

Within our lowly shed;
We wondered at the Maiden 

mild
Who came to share our bed.
She looked so very pale and 

still,
Her eyes with wonder bright,
When suddenly,—the frosty 

skies
Seemed full of burz^ng light.

“And as the music on the air
Thrilled, sweet and glad and 

wild.
That Lady in our manger laid
Her little new-born Child.
Then, first of all His mighty 

world,
The Lord of life and death,
His creatures knelt to wor­

ship Him,
And warmed Him with their 

breath.

“Rough shepherds came to 
worship Him

And then three mighty Kings,
But, ere men knew Him, we 

were there,
Wiih birds and little things,
To sing His praise and guard 

His head.
Ere any man might know;
Who came, a Child, to save 

the world
Two thousand years ago.”

W A Y  OF WITNESS
But there is a fourth way in 

which the shepherds can help 
us to make Bethlehem real to 
ourselves: the way of witness.

The story in S. Luke tells us 
of it. Listen: “They came w'ith 
haste, and found Mary and 
Joseph and the babe lying in a 
manger; and when they had 
seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told 
them concerning this child, and 
all that heard it wondered at 
these things which were told 
them by the shepherds."

The shepherds wanted others 
to share their joy, their faith, 
their hope. They were the first 
Christian teachers and mission­
aries. They bore witness to 
their experience.

It was too real to be kept hid­
den: too joyful. Is your ex­
perience of Jesus a real experi­
ence? I f  so, do other people 
get to know that it’s real? They 
ought to.

Not by your words only, 
though it’s a poor sort of 
Christian who can never speak 
a word for Jesus, however 
simple.

The shepherds returned back 
to the sheep, back to the job, 
to do it even more braveljr and 
honestly' and unselfishly,' be­
cause they had knelt among 
the animals beside the manger 
of the world’s Saviour.

I ’m sure that many othei'S 
must have seen, in succeeding 
days and years, that there was 
“something about” those shep­
herds, something different, 
something that made heaven 
seem more real, and God more 
near.

HOLY COMMUNION
Does your daily life have that 

effect on other people? Does 
mine? I should like it to, as 

(Continued on Page 13)
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MESSAGE TO 
WOMEN 

FOR ABBEY 
APPEAL

Lady Gowrie, wife of Aus­
tralia’s war-time Governor- 
General, has sent a special 
message to Australian women 
asking them to support the 
Westminster Abbey Restora­
tion Appeal.
Lady Gowrie recorded her 

message at the B.B.C. in Lon­
don and sent it by air to the 
N.S.W. Appeal Oifice in Sydney.

In the course of her appeal, 
Lady Gowrie said:

“All of ns here have been 
greatly moved by the way in 
which the people of Australia 
have gone ahead in raising 
funds for the Abbey, but, if I 
may, I  would like to make a 
special appeal to the women of 
Australia to do all they can to 
help, for I remember with pride 
and admiration what great 
workers they are and I have 
an immense faith in their 
powers of persuasion over their 
men.

“Why have I this faith? Be­
cause I have only to throw my 
mind back to the many many 
times you have all helped my 
husband and myself in our 
efforts in bad times and in 
good, in peace and in war.

“I always say to my English, 
friends the Australians are the 
greatest givers, and perhaps 
the best spenders too, that I 
have ever known.

“This is the Coronation Year 
Appeal for the Abbey where our 
Queen was crowned. There is 
very iittle time left in which 
to give a hand—pleasg help us 
to put our Empire Parish 
Church, which is yours just as 
much as it is ours, on a safe 
footing for our children and 
children’s children in years to 
come.

“I feel it would give such a 
real happiness to our beloved 
Queen, now the Queen of Aus­
tralia, to hear how the women 
of Australia have worked for 
the Abbey, beloved by her and 
by us all. And where her long 
line of forefathers have been 
crowned.”

COCOS ISLANDS 
SERVICE

F ro m  O u r  O w n  C orrespondent

Perth, December 16 
The Archbishop of Perth, 

the Most Reverend R. W. 
Moline, is seeking to arrange 
for the Cocos Islands, in the 
Indian Ocean, to have church 
services at least o n c e  a 
month.
He has been in communica­

tion with the Department of 
Civil Aviation in an effort to 
secure transport for clergy to 
visit the islands, now an impor­
tant stopping place for inter­
national air services.

At present the active work of 
the Church of England on the 
islands is confined to a Sunday 
school started by Mrs. Jess 
Sneddon and Mrs. Gelding, 
who receive regular supplies of 
material from the Perth Dio­
cese Sunday School organiser.

There is already a church on 
the islands, built by the Royal 
Engineers and the B.A.P. in 
the war and dedicated to S. 
Christopher, the patron saint 
o f travellers.

Apart frorn natives, t h e  
population is confined to civil 
aviation personnel and their 
families. _

[T he Cocos Islands cam e under 
the,, adm inistration o f  Perth 
Diocese last year. Previously they 
were under the adm inistration o f 
th e Anglican Diocese o f  Singapore. 
Between the islands and Perth lie 
m ore than 1,800 m iles o f  ocean, a 
flying tim e o f  m ore than eight 
hours.]

NURSING HOME FOR 
HAMMOND VILLE

F ro m  a S pecial C orrespondent 
The Governor of N.S.W., Sir 

John Northcott, set the founda- 
ticai of the Nursing Home at 
Hammondville on December 12.

The home will accommodate 
thirty chronically-ill pension­
ers who cannot gain admission 
to public hospitals.

C H R I S T M A S
B R O A D C A S T S
The Australian Broadcast­

ing Commission will broad­
cast several religious sessions 
on Christmas Day.
The first carol session of the 

day will be broadcast at 6.30 
a.m., E.S.T. There will be 
other carol sessions at intervals, 
closing with a recital by the 
Sydney Musical Society, con­
ducted by G. Faunce Allman, 
at 6 p.m., E.S.T.

In “Plain Christianity” (7.45 
p.m., E.S.T.), the speaker will 
be the Bishop of Birmingham, 
the Right Reverend J. Leonard 
Wilson. Bishop Wilson will be 
remembered by many Austra­
lians as the Bishop of Singa­
pore during the war yeara 
(This is a B.B.C. recording.)

At 8.15 p.m., E.S.T., the first 
half of Handel’s “Messiah,” as 
presented by the Royal Mel- 
boiune Philharmonic Choir, 
with the Victorian Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted by Sir 
Bernard Heinze, will be broad­
cast.

A series of special “Evening 
Meditations” will be presented 
during Christmas Week by 
the Bishop of Grafton, the 
Right Reverend Christopher 
Storrs.

The speaker in "Plain Chris­
tianity,” on December 27, is the 
Reverend James Parkes, of 
England. Dr. Parkes is per­
haps better known as John 
Haddam, the author of “Good 
God” and “God in a World of 
War.” (B.B.C. recording.)

S. GEORGE’,S COLLEGE 
LOSES SUB-WARDEN

P r o m  O ur O w n  C orrespondent 
Perth, December 11 

The resignation of Mr.
B. M. Fletcher-Jones from 
the sub-wardenship o f S. 
George’s College within the 
University of Western Aus­
tralia, has been received with 
the keenest regret.
Mr. Fletcher-Jones, who was 

originally youth organiser of 
the Diocese of Perth, was ap­
pointed to the sub-wardenship 
in 1949. He is returning to Eng­
land for family reasons.

He has a remarkable gift for 
supplying the spiritual needs 
of young men and, under his 
care, the college chapel has be­
come a place of worship ap­
propriate to the needs of stu­
dents.

On the general side of col­
lege life, he has beeira  tower 
of strength in every depart­
ment, especially perhaps in 
college plays. His finest gift to 
the college and the diocese has 
been the wonderful spirit of 
happine;-3 which he has im­
parted to his many activities.

He has proved an excellent 
organiser in m a n y  fields, 
especially in the foundation of 
the Pilgrim Players, a dramatic 
society which has produced 
such dramas as “The First­
born” and “A Sleep of 
Prisoners.”

He .s loved and respected by 
many of the young people of 
the diocese who keenly look 
forward to his return to 
Western Australia.

CONFIRMATION IN 
STATION CHAPEL

P r o m  A S pecial C orrespondent 
Perth, December 17 

The Station Chaplain of 
Pearce Air Force, Squadron- 
Leader E. C. Sweetman,
B.A.A.F., presented a number 
of candidates for Confirma­
tion last Monday evening.
Six airmen, including a 

wing commander, and four 
women were confirmed.

’The chaplain has presented 
many candidates for confirma­
tion in neighbouring parish 
churches, but this was the first 
time this service had been held 
in the station chapel.

GIVE PREFERENCE 
TO '

OUR ADVERTISERS 
Wherever possible. They help to  

make our paper possible! .

N E W  C H U R C H E S  
F O R

B A L L A R A T
P r o m  O u r  O w n  C orrespondent 

Ballarat, December 14 
Two new churches were 

dedicated in the Ballarat 
Diocese last week end.
A congregation of about 200 

gathered at Derrinallum on 
Saturday afternoon, when the 
Bishop of Ballarat, the Right 
Reverend W. H. Johnson dedi­
cated a brick church to "the 
Glory of God and in honour of 
S. James, Apostle and Martyr.”

’The bishop was assisted by 
the Archdeacon of Ballarat, the 
Venerable R. E. Richards; the 
Rural Dean o f Camperdown, 
Canon Leslie Burgess; the Vicar 
of Lismore and Derrinallum, the 
Reverend C. C. Cowling; and 
the Vicars of Cobden and Lin­
ton, the Reverend A. S. 
Nicholas and the Reverend 
G. N. Hooper.

On Sunday afternoon, at 
Minimay, the Archdeacon of 
Ballarat, and the Director of 
the Social Service Department 
of the Methodist Church of 
Victoria, the Reverend H. 
Palmer Phillips, dedicated a 
Union church, built of Mount 
Gambler stone, to the Glory of 
God and for use as a place of 
worship.

n ie  congregation o f almost 
400 could not be accommodated 
in the building, so an amplify­
ing system relayed the service 
tc those who were outside. ''

BISHOP’S SILVER 
JUBILEE

F ro m  A S pecial C orrespondent 
Perth, December 17

The Bishop of Kalgoorlie 
and Assistant Bishop of 
Perth, the Bight Beverend
C. E, B. Muschamp, celebrated 
the silver jubilee of his 
ordination last Wednesday.
He was ordained priest in 

Winchester Cathedral on Sun­
day, December 16, 1928, by the 
Bishop of Winchester, the 
R i g h t  Reverend Theodore 
Woods.

Among those ordained with 
him was Father Aldan, of the 
Benediction Order of S. Paul, 
who was the first monastic to 
receive Holy Orders in Win­
chester Cathedral since the 
Reformation.

Wednesday being an Ember 
Day, a number of friends 
gathered together at a party on 
Tuesday evening at the bishop’s 
home in Perth to  offer their 
congratulations.

THE KING’S SCHOOL 
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Council of the King’s 
School announce the follow­
ing scholarship awards:
The Violet Macansh Scholar­

ships: J. L. Fullager (Port 
Street Opportunity School); P.
M. Mander (Gosford Primary 
School); N. W. C. Dorsch (TTie 
King’s School); P. A. L. Lan­
c a s t e r  (Ryde Opportunity 
School).

The Robert C a m p b e l l  
Scholarship: R. G. V. Sellers 
(The King’s School).

The Burton Scholarship: A. 
G. Bain (The King’s School).

Bursaries: G. E. A. Cuppaidge 
(Toowoomba Grammar School); 
R. D. M. McCully (Gulargam- 
bone Primary School).

T W O  J U B I L E E S
B y  a  S pecial C orrespondent 

Narrandera, December 17 
Not every parish can have 

a golden and a silver jubilee 
at the same time, but Broken 
Hill accomplished this feat 
in November.
’The silver jubilee of the 

opening of the present Church 
of S. Peter, and the golden 
jubilee of the former church 
were celebrated together.

The Bishop of Riverina, who 
had given confirmation at 
South Broken Hill end Menin- 
dee on previous days, was pre­
sent for the Sunday services to 
mark the occasion.

The Archbishop of Brisbane, 
who had been present twenty- 
five years ago, preached.

The rector. Canon V. Hart- 
wig, reports that as a result of 
a special efiort in this year of 
jubilees, the sum of £1,500 has 
been raised for the repair and 
renovation of the rectory.

NEW BOISDALE 
CHURCH

D E D I C A T I O N
C E R E M O N Y

F rom  a  S pecial  C orrespondent 
Maffra, Vic., December 14 
S. George’s Church, Bois- 

d a I e, in the Parish of 
Maifra, Diocese of Gipps- 
land, was opened and dedi­
cated on December 9.
The church had been so com­

pletely renovated that it virtu­
ally amounted to a new build­
ing.

It was placed on a new block 
of ground; had new fencing, 
paint, varnishings, seats, cur­
tains, carpets, etc., and in 
effect, was a new church with 
a new name—S. George.

The Bishop of Gippsland, the 
Right Reverend D. B. Black­
wood, was assisted by the Rec­
tor of Maffra, Archdeacon L. 
W. A. Benn, the Rector of 
Stratford, the Reverend L. G.
B. Rose, and three readers from 
the parish.

As well as the church itself, 
the bishop dedicated a mem­
orial brick fence erected to the 
n.emory of the late Hon. ’Trevor 
Harvey, M.L.C.

Mr. A. Fixter declared the 
church open.

Tlie bishop then addi-essed 
the congregation and urged 
them to use the church fre­
quently and faithfully.

At toe gathering whlcl. fol­
lowed in toe Boisdale Public 
Hall, representatives of other 
parishes and churches and 
c i v i c  leaders congratulated 
Boisdale on the new church.

G U Y R A  P A R I S H  
F E S T I V A L

P r o m  A  S pecial C orrespondent 
Guyra, N.S.W., December 18

Into a country church 
which normally holds two 
hundred a congregation of 
four hundred was packed for 
the sixth annual parish festi­
val of toe Parish of Guyra.

The occasional sermon was 
preached by the Bishop of 
Armidale.

The occasion also marked the 
fortieth anniversary of the lay­
ing of the foundation stone of 
the church of S. James.

The service began with a 
procession (in single file be­
cause of the crowded church) 
and was conducted by the vicar, 
the Reverend R. U. Kirby.

The lessons were read by
C.E.M.S. members.

The festival thanksofferlng 
tp.ken during the s e r v i c e  
amounted to £502.

The Guyra Town Band play­
ed selections before and after 
toe service.

THE SOUTHPORT 
SCHOOL

F ro m  a S pecial C orrespondent 
Southport, December 17 

The Archbishop of Bris­
bane, the Most Reverend B.
C. Halse, presented the prizes 
at Speech Day at The South- 
port School, on December 3, 
The founder of the school. 

Bishop Dixon, who presided, 
said that the new building, 
which would form the school 
war memorial, would be com­
menced soon.

In his report, the headmas­
ter, Ml’. C. G. Pearce, said that 
the first permanent building 
construction for thirty years 
would commence soon.

It will take the form of a 
memorial library and of two 
housemasters’ fiats.

S E R Y I^ ~ B Y  
CANDLELIGHT

P rom  O u r  O w n  C orrespondent 
S. Mark’s, Darling Point, 

Sydney, held a candlelight ser­
vice in Rushoutters Bay Park 
on Sunday night.

Almost’ every one of the 
several thousand people who 
took part held a candle.

A religious film was also 
screened.

© tbotional =  14

by M(try ■ Corringham

I M M O R T A L  L O N G I N G S
W h y  to  the h op e  o f  happiness does  ev ery  m orta l 

c lin g ,
k n o ’w in g  that happiness o n  earth  is an  im p erfect 

th in g ,
s in ce  it  m ust en d ? Is  there n o  reason  w h y  all 

a ges  crave
fo r  la st in g  happiness, and  hu rl defian ce at th e  

g ra v e ?

G o d  w o u ld  n ot p lan t th is natural lo n g in g  in  th e  
h u m an  heart,

i f  to  fru stra tion  su ch  a w is h  w ere  d oom ed  rig h t 
fro m  the s ta rt ;

it  is an  in d ica tion  o f  o u r  im m orta lity ,
o f  w h ich  the doctrin e  stands revealed  in  

C hristian ity .

This series is presented by

A N T H O N Y  H O R D E R N  &  S O N S  
L T D .,  S Y D N E Y

T h e  Farm ers &  G ra z ie rs ' C o -o p e ra tiv e  
G r o in , In su ra n ce  a n d  A g e n c y  C o m p a n y  L im ite d

LEADING WOOL BROKERS 
& FAT STOCK SALESMEN

At Homebush our experienced Auctioneers and Staff supervise 
with greet care and attention the feeding and watering of all 
stock prior to the actual sole.
It is not surprising, therefore, that Stockowners show their 
appreciation of co-operotive marketing by so consistently 
consigning their fat stock and cattle to our core.

CASH BONUSES TO ALL CONSIGNORS WHETHER 
SHAREHOLDERS OR NOT

T H E  F A R M E R S  &  G R A Z IE R S ' C O -O P E R A T IV E  
G R A I N ,  IN S U R A N C E  &  A G E N C Y  

C O M P A N Y  L IM I T E D
LICENSED AUCTIONEERS, STOCK AND STATION AGENTS

Parents! It’s here
T h e d ecen t, clean  cotnie  fo r  t/ottr ch ildren

T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  B O Y
FORTNIGHTLY

An ex c it in g  M agazine— S tor ies, S trips, B obb ies , 
P ictu res , S port, C om petitions, S pecia l F ea tu re  

A r tic les .
AN AUSTRALIAN PUBLICATION ^  .
FOR AUSTRALIAN BOYS
AT ALL NEWSAGENTS *

CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
FURNITURE

Old Established Furniture Factory 
We Shell Be Pleosed To Quote For—■

Seats, School D eshs, P ew s, and Altars, 
also R ec to ry  Furniture

LO N GH URST K IN D R ED  P T Y . LTD .
1-11 MOUNTAIN STREET

M A2301, M A2377 BROADWAY, SYDNEY^

S O R B Y ' S  L I M I T E D
W h o le s a le  a n d  R e lo il H a rd w a re  M e rc h a n ts  
HEAD OFFICE: BRANCH STORE:
285-289 Hunter Street, 42 Keiro Street,
Newcastle. Wollongong.
Phone B3241— 10 lines. Phone Wall. 1359.
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A B U S E S  O F  P O W E R  
D E N O U N C E D

CHURCH LEADERS IN KENYA 
ISSUE LETTER

A nglican  N e w s  S ervice

London, December 11
Church leaders in Kenya have issued an open 

letter stating their abhorrence of abuses of power 
committed by certain members of the forces of law 
and order.

This is only the latest of
many such representations
made during the past year.
The authorities have received 

them seriously and sympathe­
tically and are believed to have 
taken vigorous action whenever 
sufidcient evidence has been 
forthcoming.

In one instance, proceedings 
were taken and two persons 
convicted as a result of repre­
sentations made by the C.M.S. 
African Secretary, Canon T. F. 
C. Bewes.

A Church Missionary Society 
agent in Nairobi reports: “The 
general situation vis-a-vis the 
security fdrces and the Africans 
is much better.

“Local Africans say so them­
selves.

“This is not to say that all is 
all right yet, but there is a big 
improvement.”

This is the open letter just 
issued:

“We, leaders of Christian 
churches a n d  organisations 
working in Kenya, feel it our 
duty to record the abhorrence 
with which we read the pub­
lished records of evidence given 
before a civil court and a re­
cent court martial.

“We know that our feelings 
are widely shared..

“We have repeatedly expres­
sed at the highest level our 
grave concern at abuse of 
power by certain members of 
the forces of law and order.

“We know that stern direc­
tives have been issued by His 
Excellency the Governor and 
by the Commander-in-Chief 
condemning and forbidding 
such brutal and Illegal prac­
tices.

“We believe that in certain 
quarters there have been signs 
of improvement.

“We are, however, still 
gravely concerned at the situa­
tion, and we shall continue to 
bring to the notice of those in 
authority the need for a radi­
cal change in attitude and in 
action on the part of many of 
those responsible for the re-es­
tablishment of law and order.

“To the members of our 
several churches and organisa­
tions of all races who are serv 
ing with military units, or with 
the Kenya Police, Kenya Police 
Reserve, or ^Home Guard, we 
would say tfiis:

“In spite of seeming provo­
cation or' even in face of ap­
parent encouragement to in­
dulge in cruel abuse of power; 
do not do so.

“You are Christians, and 
such action is unchristian.

“Moreover, it in no way fur­
thers the cause of law and or­
der.

“In ways both direct and in 
direct it defers the time when 
lawlessness \/lll be eliminated,

“It also establishes a legacy 
of hate that will last for 
generations, thereby endan 
gering the -.-hole future of this 
country.

“In our churches on Sundays 
and at other times we remem­
ber you in our prayers, knowing 
how heavy a task is laid upon 
you.

“Signed: I,eonard Mombasa, 
Bishop of Mombasa; David 
Steel, Moderator of the Church 
of Scotland in East Africa; R. 
Maepherson, Clerk of Synod, 
Presbyterian Church of East 
Africa; and Secretary, Church 
of Scotland Mission Council; 
E. A. Bastin, District Chairman 
of the Methodist Church in 
Kenya; E. Bigwood, Territorial 
Commander, the S a l v a t i o n  
Army; H. E. Evan Hopkins, 
Provost of Nairobi; Willoughby
H. Carey, Secretary, Church 
Missionary Society’s Kenya 
Mission; W. Scott Dickson, 
General Secretary, the Christ­
ian Council of Kenya.”

E S K I M O S  A R E  
D E V O U T

LONDON’ S GUILD 
CHURCHES

A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 
London, December 16 

After six years or more of 
consultations and negotia­
tions, the plan for re-organ­
ising the parishes of the 
City of London is almost in 
being.
One o f  the important provi­

sions that will be implemented 
by the scheme, if approved by 
Parliament, is the designation 
by the Bishop of London of 
those churches which have 
been scheduled as g u i l d  
churches.

These are churches without 
parishes that will have the 
primary function of meeting 
the spiritual needs of the City’s 
week-day population.

The scheme will enable pat­
rons to appoint their nominees 
to several guild churches that 
are now vacant.

It also provides for the desig­
nation of ward churches, which 
may be either guild or parish 
chifrches.

E.P.S. IS TWENTY 
YEARS OLD

A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 
London, December 11 

The Ecumenical Press Ser­
vice can now look back on 
twenty years of life.
It was at a meeting of the 

Life and Work Movement in 
Novi Sad, Jugoslavia, in 1933, 
that the Universal Christian 
Council for Life and Work 
(which became later the World 
Council of Churches) resolved 
to try to publish an informa­
tion bulletin to provide news in 
English, French, and German, 
on a world-wide basis, concern­
ing the Christian Church’s ef­
forts for union.

The founders of E.P.S. ori­
ginally intended that it should 
come out through collaboration 
with other Christian organi­
sations.

The associations which first 
sponsored E.P.S. were the Uni­
versal Christian Council for 
Life and Work, the World Alli­
ance of Y.M.C.A.s, the. World’s 
Y'.W.C.A., the World’s Student 
Christian Federation, t h e  
World Alliance for Interna­
tional Friendship through the 
Churches, the World Confer­
ence on Faith and Order, the 
International Missionary Coun­
cil, the Central European OflBce 
for Inter-Church Aid and the 
Society .of Friends.

The present sponsoring or­
ganisations a r e  t h e  World 
Council of Churches, the Inter­
national Missionary Council, 
the United Bible Societies, the 
World’s Alliance of Y.M.C.A.S, 
the World’s Y.W.C.A., t h e  
World’s S.C.F., and the World 
Council of Christian Education.

The twenty years of experi­
ence which has been accumu­
lated by the editors of E.P.S. 
(Geneva representatives of 
these organisations) serves to­
day as the point of departure 
for the provision of ecumenical 
information now increasingly 
extending to t h e  various 
Churches of the world.

During the war, E.P.S. was 
one of the few papers serving 
to maintain contact between 
the Churches, o f  the belligerent 
countries in East and West.

YOU MAY RELY ON FIRMS 
WHO ADVERTISE IN

THE ANGLICAN

P R A I S E  F R O M  
T H E  B I S H O P

A nglican Ne w s  S ervice 
London, December 16 

The Bishop of the Arctic, 
the Bight Reverend D. B. 
Marsh, is now on his. way 
back to Canada, after a 
strenuous tour of England.
He made 130 public appear­

ances in 59 days, and preached 
at S. Paul’s Cathedral and the 
Cathedrals of Salisbury, 
Chelmsford, Manchester, Black­
burn, Birmingham and Ports­
mouth.

His meetings ranged from a 
breakfast-time lecture at King’s 
College, Cambridge, to Rotary 
Club luncheons.

He addressed schools, mis­
sions, and -numerous societies.

His film on mission work in 
Arctic Canada -was shown in 
churches throughout England.

The bishop has told his 
audiences that the white man 
has much to learn from the 
Eskimo in his continuity in 
prayer and Bible reading.

“The Eskimo is a realif:),” the 
bishop says.

“If a thing does not work, he 
casts it out.

“He has found that Chris­
tianity works, and he .-.pplies 
its teachings to his own daily 
affairs.

“It is nothing uncommon for 
the Eskimos literally to wear 
out their Bibles through con­
stant reading.

“There have been many oc­
casions during my years in the 
Arctic that an Eskimo has said, 
‘May I have a new Bible? Mine 
is wearing out.’ ”

Bishop Marsh declares that 
the Eskimo is naturally honest 
and that in his own early years 
in the Arctic there was no need 
to lock door or drawer.

Theft was unknown among 
his parishioners.

“But you daren’t leave any­
thing unattended in places like 
Aklavik these days, for the 
white man has arrived.

“More and more meteor­
ological and radar stations, air­
strips, military outposts and fur 
trading posts are springing up 
in the Far North.

“The Eskimos are looking at 
the new arrivals, and they can­
not understa; ' why the white 
man preaches one thing and 
practises another.

“The missionary must act as a 
buffer between the gentie- 
minded Eskimo and the harsh­
ness of a white-man’s civilisa­
tion.”

The bishop has only six men 
in one polar corner of his dio­
cese that exceeds several times 
the arfea of the British Isles.

More men and women are 
needed to protect his Eskimo 
parishioners against the impact 
of “ civilisation.”

“I have been telling people of 
the hardness of the life among 
the Eskimos of Arctic Canada., 

“I have also been tellinr; them 
of the great spiritual reward 
one finds in serving thesi hunt­
ers of the polar bear, the seal 
and the caribou.”

A B B E Y  R O O F  
R E P A I R S

TO START SOON
A nglican  Ne w s  S ervice 

London, December 11
The Dean of Westminster 

said yesterday that good 
start had been made with 
the most urgent repairs to 
Westminster Abbey.
Repairs to the roof would be­

gin early in the New Year.
The lead covering the whole 

roof of the nave, 200 feet long, 
had begun to creep and buckle.

Hundreds of tons of lead 
sheeting would, have to be re­
moved by hand, melted down, 
recast and fastened into posi­
tion.

Dr. Don said the appeal was 
still short by £300,000 of the 
figure hoped for^_______

FOOTBALLERS GIVEN 
BIBLES

London, November 28
The British and Foreign 

Bible Society presented each 
member of the Hungarian foot­
ball team with a copy of the 
Bible translated into Hungarian 
before they left for home yes­
terday.

A R M E N I A N
M U S I C .

I N  N E W  Y O R K
P rom  O ur O w n  C orrespondent 

New York, November 12 
In Carnegie Hall, New 

York, on November-*, a large 
audience attended the con­
cert given in memory o f the 
late Catholicus of Sillcla and 
in aid of the Armenian Dio­
cese of the U.S.A.
The concert was under the 

PE.tronage of the Archbishop of 
t h e  Armenian Congregation 
and the two bishops of this 
church in America.

The late Catholicus was re­
nowned as a scholar and saint 
and was from 1937 to 1944 
Archbishop of the Armenian 
Diocese in America. His last 
Mass in this country was cele­
brated at the Cathedral of S. 
John the Divine, the Episcopal 
Cathedral, in the presence of
9,000 of his fellow churchmen.

The concert consisted of the 
works of Onnik Berberian and 
the composer — himself con­
ducted the Philharmonic-Sym­
phony Orchestra of New York 
and the chorus.

Berberian’s creative mission 
has been to raise Armenian folk 
music to the level of great in­
ternational music by employ­
ing it in the larger musical 
forms after the manner of 
Bartok and Kodaly, to whom 
he has been likened.

His musical settings of the 
Ulurgical music of his Church 
have a thrilling vitality about 
them which elevates the list­
ener into the realms of mysti- 
cc.l experience.

C H R I S T I A N S  
A N D  J E W S

D R . F I S H E R  A T  
M E E T I N G

A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 
London, December 11 

The Archbishop of Can- 
t e r b o r y presided at the 
eleventh annual meeting of 
the Council of Christians and 
Jews at Church House yes­
terday.
At the-election of .officers the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Moderator of the Church of 
Scotland, the Archbishop of 
Westminster, the Moderator of 
the Free Church P e de r a 1 
Council and the Chief Rabbi 
were re-elected presidents.

Mr, P. W. Bartlett, one of the 
two honorary secretaries, in 
moving the adoption of the re­
port, said that (here was still 
need that they should learn 
more of tolerance.

The words quoted in their 
report from the Queen’s Christ­
mas broadcast, “to work for 
tolerance and understanding 
among the nations” were ex­
actly the work of their council.

The ex«:utive had given at­
tention to certain matters in 
the international field, especi­
ally from the point of view of 
their bearing on relations in 
this country.

Outstanding among t h e m  
were the case of the Finlay 
children; religious persecution, 
especially the recent attacks 
on Roman Catholic leaders in 
Poland; and the recent distur­
bances on the Jordan-Israel 
frontier.

RETURN TO 
RELIGION

D R . F I S H E R ’ S  
C O N V I C T I O N

"  A nglican  N ew s- S ervice

London, December 11
“Ail over the country there 

is a return to religion,”  said 
the Archbishop of Canter­
bury on Saturday.
He was addressing parochial 

church councillors and other 
church workers from the dean­
ery of Sandwich,'at Deal parish 
church.

“It is this returning life of 
the Church that thrills me more 
tlvan anything else.”

The Primate spoke of the 
general condition of the Church.

“This beloved society bears at 
this time an especial responsi­
bility, greater perhaps than has 
ever rested upon it before, in 
this country and in- the world.

“In a peculiar sense, it holds a 
key position in Christ’s purpose 
for the Church and for the 
world.” \

“In my life-time,” he said, 
'diocesan life has changed out, 
of all knowledge.

“The’re has been a growth of 
diocesan unity and fellowship 
which is really quite astonish- , 
ing.

Another change had been in 
tne financial giving of the laity, 
who had learned how every 
penny needed for the essential 
work of the Church must come 
from them.

There was a. third change; 
“In the past 50 years the 
Church has recaptured the 
power of worship,”  said the 
archbishop.

G ive
fA is u n iq u e g i f t .. .  

a n d  help  S H V C

WESTMINSTER ABBEY
SPECIALLY RECORDED T O  AID  THE  

APPEAL IN AU ST R A LIA

A B B E Y  C H O I R  I N
C H R I S T M A S
C A R O L S !

“ Oh come all ye Faithful.”
“ Good King Wenceslas.”

This is yuur op- 
portunity to obtain 
a collector’s item, 
and at the same 
timtf help  swell the 
fund  for  the re­
storation o f W est- 
minsti^r Abbey. The 
m agnificent Abbey 
Choir, heard dur­
ing the Coronation 
ceremonies, h  a 
baen recorded fo  
the first tim e 
Christmas . Carols 
that w ill delight 
your fam ily and 
your friends. Give 
this unique record­
in g  for  Christmas 
and, in giving, do 
your part in  help ­
ing to  restore an 
historic shrine AT ANY MUSIC STORE

Donations —  Large or Small —r accepted at any Branch of your Bank
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A  H A P P Y  C H R I S T M A S  T O  Y O U
“ Behold I make all things new.”  In this lies 

the signihcalit message of Christianity. •*ISew”  in 
the New Testament can mean either new in time or 
new in quality.

It is the latter word which is prefixed to Testa­
ment in the title. We have in the New Testament 
the story of a better covenant than that which the 
Jewish people knew.

‘“I make all things new,”  with a quality they 
had not before.

Thus Christianity took the Yuletide Festival, 
the picture of a world dying in winter cold, when 
men lighted immense fires to keep that world alive, 
and transformed it into the Festival of Christmas, 
wherein a Saviour came W ho would make 'a dying 
world rise to newness of life.

Life with a new quality, eternal life, is His gift. 
This making all things new began in the home!

■ “ The Crazy Stable close at hand 
With shaking timbers and shifting sand 
Grew a stronger thing to abide and stand .
Than the square stones of Rome.'’

Christmas is the Festival of the home! And it 
is the hallowing of the family. In the homes of 
Bethlehem there was “ no room”  for the Son of 
God to be born.

Yet, .He was born, and in Him the world 
learned, though slowly, a new reverence- for child­
hood, a new glory for womanhood, and for men a 
new chivalry and new dignity in that God had be­
come man.

He came to a world where woman was a chattel 
and a child of little account. He made them new—  
in the sense that through Him they were given new 
value and meaning.

The world of our day is inclined to empty out 
the double significance, of Christmas-tide. It does 
indeed make it the children’s gay season.

Christmas does not consist merely of toys and 
trumpets, of cards and clatter of good wishes and 
.generosity. These are all present, and may they 
continue so to be.

But Christmas .is only the Children's Festival 
because it is Jesus Christ’s Day.

Leave out the Christ Child and there is left a 
temporary season of surface gaiety from which on 
the'morrow an unchanged world returns to its old 
ways and selfish habits.

There-is no eternhl quality in anyone or any­
thing apart from Jesus Christ.

Men may remember all the children in the 
world for a day, but if they forget Him, even the 
children will soon be forgotten.

And the other sigitificance is that of the home. 
How many to-day spend Christmas away from their 
homes? It is no longer the festival of the family 
but of the crowd.

Its Christmas meal is no longer fashioned in 
the home, but in the restaurant. The rich signifi­
cance of welcoming a Saviour into the home circle 
has been lost.

Indeed, the homes are being lost, in separation, 
and divorce, and where there are not great homes a 
people perish.

In the days of His ministry, Christ had no home 
— He stood at the doors of others’ homes and 
knocked. That still is true.

He asks an entry into every home. He would 
be a “ member of every family; indeed in Him our 
families find their unity.”

On Christmas morning He invites all men to 
His Holy Table to share the Bread of Life, and then 
would go with each and all to their earthly homes, 
entering in, if welcome, to make all things new with 
a happiness, a health, and a peace that only He can 
•give. Have you room for Him?

CHURCHiN D .
interruption

TO OUR READERS
Because of production difficulties beyond our 

control. T h e  A n g l ic a n  will not be published next 
week, January 1

The next edition will appear on January 8 , 
1954.

Ad(}itional bulk copies of this issue have been 
sent to all our parish agents, who will be allowed 
the usual additional margin for “ returns.”

The editor and staff take this opportunity of 
thanking our readers for their help and kindness 
during the past year. W e wish you all a holy and 
happy Christmas, and an interesting and construc­
tive New Year.

Bad planning is probably the 
main reason for the rush and 
bustle in which most of us get 
caught up in the week or so 
before Christmas, even if we 
are not going away from home 
or have no visitors to prepare 
for.

We are so apt to procrasti­
nate in our seasonal shopping, 
to put off those jobs in and 
around the house which_ we 
sometimes rashly undertake to 
do as our , contribution to 
brightening the home up for 
the most joyous -season of the 
year and we find in the final 
week that we have certainly 
left undone many of the things 
that we 'ought to have done.

This year I imagined I had 
organised my own modest pre- 
Christmas chores to a time­
table that should even allow for 

. .some relaxation in the final 
week. But my estimate that 
the hall and the lounge could 
be painted in four days was 
based on too strong a faith in 
the undercoat which I had ex­
pected to transform our dark 
panelling and skirting boards 
into the desired lighter hue at 
one application, and then to be 
ready for the overcoat which 
would, at another application, 
produce the subdued lustrous 
finish (as advertised).

But, alas for the ignorance of 
the amateur painter! Three 
undercoats and two overcoats 
were needed, the four days 
spread into seven, and, when 
the job was in its final stages 
and this bespattered practi- 
tiemer was beginning to anti­
cipate the compensation of at 
least one afternoon in the near­
by surf to restore his jaded 
spirits, he was called down the 
ladder to answer the telephone.

We’re going to press three 
days earlier this week because 
of Christmas. Would you please 
have your copy in by midday 
the day after to-morrow?”

It was nice to be given the 
technical choice of saying “Yes” 
o r '“No.”  But I knew the ques­
tion was really a command. I 
laid that paint-brush down.

There’ll be no surfing this 
side of Christmas now. There’s 
still a day’s painting ahead of 
me—and the garden, I have 
been pointedly told, has been 
unduly neglected because.of the 
unconscionable Time I have 
been engaged in interior de­
corating.

P ractical Politics
But please don’t take my 

complaining too seriously. I find 
writing this column a pleasure 
—and a privilege, too, taking 
into account the Australian­
wide readership of T he A n gli­
can .

Sometimes I wonder whether 
the column tends to become too 
preoccupied with politics. Yet 
in a vsist land like oms, with 
so many diverSfied sections and 
interests, a great responsibility 
rests on the men and women 
we send to Canberra, and es­
pecially on party leaders and 
Ministers.

.There are humbugs and 
hypocrites in politics as in other 
walks of life, and the embit­
tered party and personal rela­
tions so frequently revealed in 
Australian politics are to be de­
plored.

’That is one reason why I feel 
that Church people should take 
a practical interest in national 
politics and, through their 
spokesmen, make the Church 
view and the Church spirit on 
current problems known to the 
Government, and the Parlia­
ment.

That is not necessarily to en­
gage in narrow party pciitic.s. 
There are many questions ”ar 
above party on which the 
Church, as, in effect, the con­
science o f the nation, should 
make its views plainly known 
to the Government of the day.

The adequate care of the sick 
and aged is one such question. 
On the whole, our pension scale 
is liberal. But anomalies and 
hardships do occur. Unfortun­
ately, the strong tendency is to 
treat pensions as a political 
football, with each side striv­

ing to score points for the party 
or to subtract from the points 
of the other side.

It would be preferable, I feel, 
to have pensions determined, 
like wages, in a judicial and not 
a political way. And the judi­
cial system should allow for 
variations to be made in the 
ra.te of payment in accordance 
with the cost of living, as was 
done with wages until the re­
cent “freezing” order.

State A ffa irs
In speaking of the relationship 

of Church to Government, I 
have had in mind the Federal 
'sphere. But, m view of recent 
developments, particularly in 
Victoria and New South Wales, 
I think that just now it is more 
urgent for the Church to speak 
up in strictly State affairs.

In the year now closing, we 
have seen the Victorian State 
Government g i v i n g  Ipgh 
priority to extension of gamb­
ling facilities and drmking 
hours. And in New South 
Wales there have been even 
more alarming happenings, 
such as the involvement of a 
Minister of the Crown W'ith a 
notorious criminal, an attack on 
the freedom of the Press, which 
has had world-wide notoriety, 
and the imposition of compul­
sory unionism.

In the meantime the housing 
situation, although gradually 
improving, demands much more 
energetic attention s® that the 
reproach of tens of thousands 
living in hostels, slums or 
shared houses eight years after 
the end of the war can be 
speedily removed.

In Melbourne, particularly, 
priests of our Chmch have been 
campaigning vigorously against 
the disfiguring, demoralising 
slum dwellings which a succes­
sion of Governments—Liberal, 
Country Party and Labour— 
has not yet really begun to re­
place by houses fit for human 
habitation.

inasm uch
This thought for the less for­

tunate, which might well be a 
stronger motivating influence 
in solving the housing problem, 
has been finely illustrated in 
Adelaide' this Christmas in 
arrangements made for private 
hospitality for orphans.

Many South Australian chil­
dren’s homes are reported to be 
almost' empty this Christmas 
because of the remarkable re­
sponse to a five-year-old boy’s 
wish, published in an Adelaide 
newspaper, that his parents 
should Invite an orphan child 
to spend Christmas with them.

People, touched by the 
thought, telephoned, wrote or 
called at the orphanages with 
offers to take one . or more 
children into their own homes 
for a few days or even longer. 
In some cases thq-young visitors 
will be taken on caravan and 
beach holidays with their hosts. 
One big-hearted Adelaide man 
Jias four girls and four boys at 
his home for Christmas.

Few orphanages nowadays 
have the Dickensian atmos­
phere. But, however humanely 
and kindly these institutions 
are conducted, they can be no 
adequate substitute for the 
happy family home. Maybe the 
practical Christian gesture 
made in Adelaide to brighten 
Christmas for these young 
people will result in some per­
manent adoptions.

Finally, B rethren
That imfitfished job of paint­

ing is nagging at my memory 
again. But it was pleasant to 
be able to forget it for as long 
as it has taken to write these 
notes.

Now, as I  mount that ladder 
for the final rounds of the 
lounge before once-more-unto- 
the-beacft-dear-frlends, I would 
like to wish those whose perse­
verance has enabled them to 
reach so far down this column; 
A Joyous Christmas!

—THE MAN 
IN THE STREET.

EVAN GFXISM  O N  MANUS
B y  R.A.A.F. C h a p l a i n  F. G. S t a n d e n .

rpREMENDOUS changes have 
taken place on Manus and 

Los Negros Islands in one' short 
generation.

Prior to 1913 the islands were 
peopled by savage cannibals who 
fought and plundered neigh­
bouring tribes, takmg captives 
to replenish their ladders, To­
day, there is no warfare, no 
blood-lust, no murder. Natives 
live peacefully under the in­
fluence of Christian missions 
and the watchful eyes of a 
humane Government adminis­
tration.

Some e a r l y  shipwrecked 
mariners were taken prisoners,! 
their legs were broken to pre­
vent their escape, so that one 
by one they could, be placed in 
the cooking pot.

To-day white visitors are 
welcomed with a cheery “Good- 
day masta,” and the - natives 
gladly accept’ employment in 
Government and c i v i l i a n  
undertakings. Large numbers 
are employed as houseboys in 
European homes at Lorengau, 
on the R.A.A.F. station and the 
naval base. Others are em­
ployed as labourers and a few 
as skilled workmen on the 
plantations and in the work­
shops.

The first missionaries were 
German evangelists, who did 
much to bring the love of 
Jesus into hearts previously 
darkened by ignorance, cruelty, 
superstition and fear. 'When 
Australia took over these ter­
ritories on behalf of the League 
of Nations, the missions were 
reorganised and supported by 
Americans.

In 1941 Japan invaded Los 
Negros . and built an air-strip. 
Natives were forced to labour 
for the enemy, and the mis­
sionaries were taken away in a 
warship to be- murdered by 
Japanese machine funs.

IT was not until February, 
1944, that the island-hop­

ping Americans landed in the 
face of intense opposition and

overcame the enemy garrison.
It was not long before the 

Americans moved on, but by 
this time new missionaries had 
begun to rebuild the mission 
stations previously destroyed.

One of these missionaries, 
Mr. Walters, a German evan­
gelical, had been in the original 
party.

He had escaped death at the 
hands of the Japanese, having 
been interned by the Austra­
lian Government because of 
his - nationality. Now, he was 
able to return to his beloved 
flock, who welcomed him with 
great joy.

I went to see him and his 
wife the other day.

It was a great joy to see the 
smiling faces of Christian 

natives and to know the trans­
formation which had taken 
place in their lives.
TTR. WAL’TERS showed us a 

manuscript copy of the 
whole New Testament trans­
lated into the local dialect—no 
mean undertaking, but well 
worth while.

When Mr. Walters saw our 
interest he brought out the 
galley-proof of S. Matthew’s 
Gospel, already set up to be 
printed by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. He and 
Mrs. Walters were busy making 
final corrections to the proof.

Our conversation turned to 
the healing mission which the 
missionaries offer. The trained 
missionary nurse uses modern 
medical skill to meet the needs 
o f her patients.

Mr. Walters told us that the 
natives prefer this ministry to 
the services offered by Govern­
ment-paid officials. This is easy 
to understand when one sees 
the love with which the Chris­
tian ministry is. given.
' Our short visit concluded 
with a family prayer of thanks­
giving and the invocation of 
God’s guidance and continued 
blessing upon the mission.

O N E  M I N U T E  
S E R M O N

CO L L EC T  F O R  
C H R IS T M A S  D A Y

The T ex t:
Almighty God, who hast 

given us thy only-begotten 
Son to take our nature upon 
him, and as at this time to be 
born of a pure Virgin; Grant 
that we being regenerate, and 
made thy children by adoption 
and ^ace, may daily be re­
newed by thy Holy Spirit; 
through the same our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who liveth and 
relgneth 'with Thee and the 
same Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen.

The M essa ye:
For the first three centuries 

the Eastern Orthodox Church 
celebrated the Birthday of our 
Lord with the Epiphany on 
January '6; ' the W e s t e r n  
Church, however, very early 
observed December 25, that 
date being fixed by Hippolytus 
of Rome about 235 A.D. after 
careful enquiry made of Jew­
ish records which Titus took 
to Rome abhut A.D. 70.

December 25 fell in the great 
holiday time of the Roman 
world, a time observed with 
lust and licen'ce. Chrismas Day 
was a great means of counter­
acting ungodly pagan riot.

In the first Prayer Book the 
day is simply called Christmas 
Day, i.e., Christ’s Feast (cf. 
Michaelmas, Candlemas).

The collect was composed in 
1549 when it was the collect 
for the second celebration. The 
first collect was the ancient 
Christmas Eve collect “God 
who makest us glad with the 
yearly remembrance of the 
birth of thy Only Son Jesus 
Christ; grant that as wo joy­
fully receive him for our Re­
deemer so we may with sure 
confidence behold him when 
he shall come to be our 
judge.”

Our present collect craws an 
analogy between the birth of 
the Son of God-as the Son of a 
pure Virgin and our own new 
birth in Baptism and adoption 
therein as the sons of God. •

It is useful to compare the 
opening sentence of the collect 
with the first few answers i n ' 
the Catechism, and with the 
second, of the Thirty-nine Ar­
ticles.

Two such wonderful facts 
are here given, “the human 
sonshlp of Jesus Christ, the 
Divine Sonship of men, through 
Him.” Here is the mystery of 
His birth:—

“ God, of the substance of His 
Father, begotten before the 
worlds; and Man, of the sub­
stance of His mother born in 
the world.”

And on the basis of this 
mystery we are made the 
children of God in Holy Bap­
tism.' That is not all. To be 
born is one thing, to be re­
newed in life day by day is 
another.

And so is.it essential that we 
should continue His for ever 
and daily be' renewed by His 
Holy Spirit, till we come to His 
everlasting Kingdom.

Baptism and Confirmation 
are one fact, issuing in our 

“ Abiding in Christ.”

CLERGY NEWS
MUTTEN, The Reverend G . E , 

Vicar o f  S. Pau l’s,̂  Ballarat, has 
been apjiolnted Rural Deap o f  
Ballarat.

GRAY, The Reverend Arthur, 
Vicar o f  Mortlake, Diocese o f  
Ballarat, to  be Vicar o f  W arrack- 
nabeal in the same diocese.

MATTHEWS, The Reverend Jack, 
was Inducted as R ector o f  
Charlton, Diocese o f  St. A m aud, 
on  November 10.

REEVES, The Reverend John, 
R ector o f  Coonam ble, D iocese

• otf Bathurst, to  be R ector o f  
Cowra in  the same diocese. He 
w ill take up duties early in  the 
New Year.

McKAIN, T he Reverend L., 
R ector o f  Stuart Town, Diocese 
o f  Bathurst, to  be R ector o f 
Hill End in the same diocese.

HALLIDAY. The Reverend A. G.,* 
was instituted  and inducted  to  
the Parish o f Warren, Diocese o f  
Bathurst, on  Decem ber 16.

KING. T he Reverend .E. .C., R ector 
o f  K ojon u p, Diocese o f  Bun bury, 
t o  be R ector o f  Pinjarra, in  the 
sam e diocese. He wl^l be in - 
ducted by the bishop on I>e- 
cem ber 30.

TILLER, The Reverend C . G ., 
R ector o f  K atanning. Diocese o f  
Bunhury, to  be Rural Dean o f 
Albany, in the same diocese.
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O N E  M I N U T E  
S E R M O N

COLLECT FOR THE 
CIRCIJMCISIOIV OF 

CHRIST AND THE 
SECOND SUNDAY 

AFTER CHRISTMAS
The T ex t:

Almig:hty God, who madest 
thy blessed Son to be circum­
cised, and obedient to the law 
for man; Grant us the true 
Circumcision of the Spirit; 
that, our hearts, and all our 
members, being mortified from 
all worldly and carnal lusts, we 
may in all things obey thy 
blessed will; through the same 
thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen,

The M essage:
It naturally follows that this 

event must be celebrated on 
the eighth day after Christmas, 
and from the 4th century the 
day has been kept on the oc­
tave of Christmas though the 
titie of the Circumcision was 
not given till the middle of the 
6th century.

The Church faced a tremen­
dous difficulty. January 1 was 
the most abdminable of hea 
then days of riot of the an­
cient world.

To observe a Christian Fes­
tival on that day was danger­
ous. But January 1 was not 
New Year’s Day. It '/as only 
in the I8th Century that New 
Year’s Day was changed from 
March 25 to January 1.

The world to-day thinks more 
of New Year’s Day than of the 
lessons of the Circumcision.

The collect was probably 
composed in 1549 though it 
bears a likeness to an older col­
lect. There have been two al­
terations made in it.

The word “Spirit”  in 1549 re­
ferred to the Holy Spirit, for 
the words were “the true cir­
cumcision of Thy Spirit.” This 
was altered in 1532 to “of the 
Spirit,” a reference to Romans 
11:29, where “spirit” refers to 
the inner life we line under the 
guidance o f the Holy Spirit.

The word “we” has also been 
inserted by the printers at the 
end of the collect. The whole 
purpose of the collect is clear. 
.As for our sakes our Lord suf­
fered circumcision, became obe­
dient to the law lor man so 
may our corrupt nature be 
made subject to the law of God.

It is one of the marvels as it 
is one of the joys of our mem­
bership in Christ that He never 
asks of us anything which He 
has not Himself faced and 
overcome. He is the good Shep­
herd ever leading His flock and 
He never asks us to take a step 
but we can find the trace of 
His own footsteps and hear His 
call, “Follow Me.”

Yes! it is also the New Year 
with its opportunities, its hopes 
and its tasks.

Is it not remarkable that 
Christmas ’ comes before the 
New Year, even as Sunday 
comes always before the work­
ing week, so that Jesus Christ 
enters our world before we 
have to face it, and He bids us 
meet Him at His Holy Table on 
the first day of the week before 
we go out to the working days 
that follow.

“Lead me Lord, lead me in 
Thy righteousness,

Make Thy way plain before 
■my face.”

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

T h e . follow ing letters to  the 
Editor do not necessarily reflet^t 
our editorial policy. T he Editor 
IS always glad to  accept for 
publication letters on  im port­
ant or controversial matters.

Letters should be typed, 
double spaced, brief and to  the 
point.

Preference is always given to 
correspondence to  w hich  the 
writers' names are appended 
for publication.

E M P T Y  P E W S
CALL FOR UNITY.

To T h e  Editor  of  T he  A nglican ' 
Sir,—Clergy and laity, alike’ 

are continually seeking an 
answer to the question, “What 
is wrong with the Church; why 
are our churches not filled 
with worshippers and workers?” 

I think that it is good to 
look at this question from the 
perspective of the man in the 
street. For, after all, he IS the 
man we are interested in; we 
want to get him off the street 
and into the church.

Diminishing attendance fig­
ures in the Anglican and Pro­
testant churches is not a con­
dition peculiar to Australia. It 
is a condition that is just as 
manifest in the United King-  ̂
dom as it is in Canada, New 
Zealand and other parts of the 
Commonwealth of Nations 

An amended edition of B. 
Seebohm Rowntree and G. R. 
Laver’s “English Life and 
Leisure” gives the following in­
teresting figures showing the 
progressive decline in the 
Anglican and Free chmches of 
Britain:

Attendance per cent, 
of adult population
1899 .........•............. 42.9
1935 ....................... 19.6
1948 ....................... 12.0
1950 ....................... 9.9

An examination of Common­
wealth attendance f i g u r e s  
would show an even sharper 
drop.

I  carried out a private public 
opinion poll, seeking to estab­
lish reasons why the Church 
was losing ground. A fairly 
representative cross-section of 
society was questioned, totalling 
850 persons of both sexes.

It gave a most revealing pic­
ture of the laity’s opinion of 
the action, office and purpose 
of the Church.

PROTESTANT OR 
NOT?

To T h e  Editor  o p  T h e  A nglican
Sir,—Why make such heavy 

weather delving In the pages 
of histdry and the phrasing of 
constitutional, documents?

The Church, of England is 
not and never was protestant.

The Church’s two guide 
books, the Holy Bible and the 
Book of Common Prayer, do 
not even mention the word 
“protestant.”

Furthermore, if the Church 
of England were protestant I 
would have expected this fact 
to have been mentioned at my 
baptism wherein I  was made a 
member of the Church, or at 
my confirmation, or at my 
ordination — or even at my 
institution and induction as 
priest of this parish.

We cannot have it both ways. 
I f we Claim Catholic continuity 
back to the days of the Celtic 
Saints how can we at the same 
time date our Church as a 
sixteenth century protestant 
sect?

It would also seem that there 
is a failure to see the difference 
between the official doctrines 
of the Church and the private 
opinions of its members.

It is. Of course, true that 
some Church of England 
people are protestants, just as 
some are freemasons and others 
are total-abstainers.

F A I T H  A N D  M O R A L S
— .................  -■ V .

A WEEKLY QUESTION BOX^
U n d e r  t h e  G e n e r a l  E d it o r s h ip  o f  D r . F e l i x  A r n o t t

But if every man in the 
Church were a freemason, it 
would not make the Church of 
England a masonic church.

It does not matter what the 
word protestant means now or 
did mean in times past.

The fact remains it is i 
human invention of the six 
teenth century unknown to the 
formularies of the Church or 
Holy Scripture. '

As loyal members of the 
Church of England we can 
have no dealings whatever with 
it.

I am, yours sincerely, 
LESLIE G. KENDEL,

S. George’s Vicarage,
Nhili, Victoria.

M E D IA E V A L  C A R V IN G  
M A Y  G O  T O  S E L B Y

A n glican  N e w s  S ervice 
London, Nov. 26

A 14th-century carving in 
alabaster, showing the descent 
from the Cross, will be placed 
in the proposed war memorial 
chapel in Selby Abbey if £100 
can be raised to buy it.

The Abbey architect, Mr. 
G. G. Pace,, has an option on 
the carving, but if this is not 
taken up, the Victoria and 
Albert Museum will be the pur­
chaser.

The vicar, the Reverend
J. A. P. Kent, says tjjat, 
churches and not museums are 
the proper homes for works of 
art which have a Christian 
inspiration. i

Regularly attended church 11.3 
Occasionally a t t e n d e d

church ..............................  16.5
Listened to radio church

services ...............................  8.3
Did not attend church . . .  41.6 
Did not believe in church 20.7
Agnostic ................................. 1,3
Atheistic ............................

The 62.3 per cent, that did 
not attend church offered the 
following opinions:

%
The Church was inconsist­

ent in doctrinal formula 30.0 
The service was meaning­

less by modern stan­
dards ................................  23.0

The Church did not satisfy 
what they were seeking 21.0 

No two denominations 
agreed cn basic doctrine 26.0 
It is not difficult to find the 

reason for the great migration 
from the Church into the wil 
derness of disbelief and dis­
content.

The Church fails to speak 
with a united voice. We have 
forgotten that God is the very 
essence o f harmony.

We have allowed ourselves to 
forget that the Bible is the in­
spired work of God, and to 
contend one single word of it 
is but to obstruct the purpose 
of God.

Let us be done with appease­
ment, ahd let the voice of the 
Church ring out in vibrant 
unity, resonant with the faith 
that, Christ endowed the 
Christian Church, and then, 
and then only, will the Church 
regain its rightful place in the 
divine order of things: to be 
Fishers of Men in the Cause of 
Christ.

Then, no longer will the 
plaintive call go out, “Why are 
our churches empty?”

Yours etc.,
FRANK GLADSN.

10 keridah Street,
Chatswood, N.S.W.

T o  T he  Editor op  T h e  A n glic .an
Sir,— Î am obliged to your 

several correspondents for their 
Mntributlon to this very im­
portant topic.

However, I am 'gratuled that 
the two points I made;

(1) Durham’s Report on 
Canada, and (2) that the 
Queen is a Protestant, still 
stand unchallenged.

The fact that the Primate of 
Australia and an eminent 
student in the person of the 
Venerable Archdeacon Ham­
mond—just to name two—are 
happy to acknowledge them­
selves Protestant ^  pleasing, 
and I am glad to be on their 
side.

If the Anglo-Catholic doesn’t 
want to be regarded as Pro­
testant, who cares?

Yours,
F.WA.

12, O’Brien’s Road,
Hurstville, N.S.W.

COVENTRY VICAR 
ATTACKS NEW 

CATHEDRAL
A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 

London, December 4 
The Vicar of Holy Trinity, 

Coventry, Canon Graham 
Clitheroe, makes qutspoken 
comment on the new Coven­
try Cathedral in the current 
number of ’ his parish maga­
zine.
The cathedral is within a 

stone’s throw, of his parish 
church.

Canon Clitheroe believes that 
public opinion is dead against 
both the nature of the build­
ing and its position so close to 
Holy Trinity.

“I have no doubt,” he aays, 
“that the provost will get all he 
wants in Canada, but I do not 
believe the idea\ would receive 
much further support in Coven­
try.

“This cathedral ought not to 
be built on a site adjoining Holy 
Trinity, and this kind of cathe­
dral in all probability ought not 
to be built at all.

“Any plan which may have 
the effect of making Holy 
Trinity practically redundant 
is cruel, wasteful and morally 
w'rong.”

Roman Catholic 
Assertions

A Roman Catholic corres 
pondent, Mr. Geoffrey Cherry, 
writes:

“In the book, ‘Roman Catho 
lie Assertions,’ which has the 
endorsement o f the Archbishop 
of Canterbury together with 
that of every archbisliop, 
bishop, dean, and other eminent 
Anglican clergyman in Austra­
lia, the Bishop of Ballarat 
writes that Cardinal Newman 
was very disturbed concerning 
the definition of the doctrine 
of Papal Infallibility. In support 
of his contention, Dr. Johnson 
quotes (from Ward’s ‘Life’) 
Cardinal Newman as follows 
‘I am told that some wicked 
men, not content with their 
hitherto cruel conduct, are try­
ing to bring in the doctrine of 
inherent infallibility. . . . Per­
haps they would like to go on 
to call him-(the Pope) a Vice 
god, as some actually di(i or 
sole God to US’.”

Mr.‘ Cherry asks tw'o ques­
tions: (a) “Wh; the following 
words were omitted from the 
Cardinal’s letter: ‘Doctrine of 
inherent infallibility o f which 
there is not a hint in the 
definition’?

(b) “Why, in the last part, 
the word ‘one* was omitted? 
The quote should read: ‘To call 
him (the Pope) a Vice-God as 
someone actually did— .

Mr. Cherry adds: “By such 
flagrant omissions you are 
left open to the charge, as is 
the author of the book, of dis­
honesty. xWorse still, that 
against Rome—anything goes!"
■ Before we be^n to Impute 
motives, it is wise to look at 
the evidence before us in 
calm and j u'fi i c i a 1 spirit. 
What Mr. Chetry is saying is 
that vital evidence has been 
suppressed, so that the truth 
has been distorted and per­
verted. Tills is a grave and 
serious charge.

If we look at the section in 
which the Bishop quotes the 
comment from “Ward’s Life,” 
we will find that the passage 
concerned is the last paragraph 
of a section dealing with the 
subject of “Papal Infallibility.” 
The Bishop relates the circum­
stances in which the decree 
was passed. He points out that 
tliere were a substantial num­
ber of absentees on the occa­
sion of the final public session, 
and that no less than 38 
bishops voted against the de­
er^ . The bishop then goes on 
to add that Cardinal Newman 
was greatly disturbed by these 
events, and, in the passage 
quoted, expressed his fears that 
further extravagant c l a i m s  
might be made on behalf of 
the papacy. Newman expressed 
his concern that the doctrine 
of inherent infallibility might 
also be urged. Of course, there 
was no hint of this in the 
dogma as promulgated: the 
decree of Papal Infallibility 
was limited to an rssertion 
that when the Pope in certain 
specifioaliy defined circum­
stances spoke he was. infallible. 
There was no suggestion that 
the Pope in ordinary circum­
stances was inherently infall­
ible.

It was in these circumstances 
that Newman wrote: “ Some 
wicked men, not content with 
their hitherto cruel conduct, 
are trying to bring in the doc- 
tripe of inherent Infallibility.” 
and then he added that there 
was, of coprse, no hint of this 
doctrine in the definition.

•Mr. Cherry complains that 
the bishop did not quote the 
sentence in full, together with 
the fact that Newman added 
that there was no hint of the 
doctrine of inherent infallibil­
ity in the decree. The reason 
for the omission is perfectly 
clear; it was not relevant ) 
the argument: and the doefrine 
of inherent infallibility v/as not 
the subject at issue. The blsho 
indicates that Niwman further 
discusses this matter by adding 
tliree dots (“Some wicked men 
. . . are trying to bring ‘n the 
doctrine of inherent infalli­
bility . . .” ). The bishop does 
not pursue the matter: it is 
not germane to his argument.

All that the bishop is pointing 
out is that Newman, by his 
own confession, was seriously 
disturbed by the events that 
had taken place, and that he 
was apprehensive concerning 
further possible developments.

Mr. Cherry is not ignorant of 
the true meaning of the quo­
tation. In his letter to me he 
writes: “Of course, Newman 
was not treating o f the doc­
trine itself; but dealing with 
the possible attitude of some 
people consequent upon the 
promulgation of the doctrine. 
The letter was written after 
the ‘ex cathedra’ pronounce­
ment.”

It is really rather absurd, in 
these circumstances, to refer to 
this omission (which in no way 
a f f e c t s  the argument) as 
‘flsigrant,” and then to talk 
wildly and irresponsibly of 
“dishonesty.”

If Mr. Cherry wants to know 
what the attitude of Newman 
was to the doctrine of Papal 
Infallibility I fefer him to 
Newman’s letter written to 
Bishop Ullathome on January 
28, 1870, in which he referred 
to the “ aggressive and insolent” 
faction that had introduced the 
decrees, and to Newman’s later 
statement that although ' he 
accepted the dogma of infalli­
bility he was “unable to recon­
cile it with -well-ascertained 
historical facts.”

Secondly, Mr. Cherry is 
greatly exercised by the fact 
that .the bishop quotes New­
man as saying: “ Perhaps they 
would like to go on and call 
him (the Pope) a Vice-God, as 
some actually did . . . ” instead 
of quoting: “Perhaps they 
would like to go on and call 
him (the Pope) a Vice-God, as 
some-one actually did . . . ”

I have not discussed the 
matter with the bishop, but I 
imagine that the omission of 
the word “one” was simply a 
slip. Mr. Cherry finds a sinister 
and ominous significance in the 
omission of .this word: he 
thinks that it indicates that in 
our controversy with Rome we 
are boupd to stoop to any sub­
terfuge and to descend to any 
device, but a much more simple 
and probable explanation is 
available; namely, that the 
word was omitted through 
either carelessness or inadvert­
ence. In any case, the omission 
is of no substantial Importance, 
and it matters not at all 
whether one person made the 
s t a t e m e n t  alluded to or 
whether several people made ‘ t. 
I hardly dare suggest it, but 
Mr. Cherry is making a mount- 
tain out of a molehill. Behold, 
brethren, how great a matter 
a  little fire kindleth!

Mr. Cherry raises another 
point, but he has had a gener­
ous share of the available space 
for pne issue.

The Place of Women 
in the Chpreh

A Sydney reader asks:
“ 1. It appears from reports 

the Sydney Press that 
women are not allowed to be 
elected to synod. Why is this?

“2. Are women allowed to be 
elected to synods anywhere 
else in the Anglican Com­
munion, apart from Carpen­
taria?

"3. What is the reason for 
their being excluded from the 
priesthood?”

There is no valid reason why 
women should not be elected 
to synods. Even critics admit 
that the objections are not 
theological but merely practi­
cal. And it is doubtful whether 
there are, in fact, any practi­
cal objections to the presence 
of women. Men have no 
monopoly of either wisdom or 
tact. It would appear that the 
only objection is one o f preju­
dice and pai'tiality. . -

Tliere are a number o f  good 
and cogent reasons why women 
should be present in synod. 
The human family is the pro­
totype- and pattern of the 
divine family, which is the 
Church, an4 as within the 
human family the two sexes 
bring their distinctive and 
complementary contributions,

so, within the family of God, 
it is appropriate that both' 
sexes should be represented. It  
is fitting that some of -the rich 
variety of the kingdom o f God 
should be represented within 
the councils of the Church. '

There is no legal objection to 
the presence of women in 
synod. Synod is competent to 
determine the composition and 
sex of its own membership.

My correspondent is under 
the Impression that a recent 
synod decided that women 
could not be elected to its 
membership. This report would 
appear to be inaccurate. If the 
report refers to a recent de­
cision of the Diocese of Mel­
bourne, the decision was that 
women, who are already mem­
bers of synod, should not be 
allowed to be members of 
parochial councils. This de- . 
cision would appear to be a 
singular example of supreme 
illogicality and inconsistency, 
and a  clear demonstration of 
the fact that these “graces” are 
not limited to the opposite sex.

The fact is that women are 
already members of a number 
of different synods, and the 
probability is that they will be 
given their rightful place in 
an increasing number of other 
dioceses.

The question of ordination 
raises a number of quite differ­
ent problems. In the economy 
.of God, there is, as between 
men and women, an equality 
of status, but a difference of 
function.

It is unseemly that women 
should forget their function 
as women and seek to act as 
men. (That is why the move­
ment known as “feminism" is 
such an unnatural and unlovely 
thing. Many of the advocates 
of feminism are notorious for 
their lack of feminity.)

The ministerial function is 
one that has been traditionally 
entrusted to men, and, among 
the number of-the Apostles, no 
women was to be found. Never­
theless, women ministered to 
our Lord, and, in a different 
sphere, they were partakers of 
high and holy privileges.

So it is today. Women' are 
excluded from the priesthood, 
not because they are inferior 
but because they have a dif-, 
ferent function to fulfil.

The General Synod of the 
Chung Hua .sheng Kung Hui 
(the Anglican Church in 
China) referred :his matter to 
the last Lambeth Conference. 
The Conference had before it 
a proposed Chinese Canon for 
the Ordination of a Deaconess 
to the Priesthood. The Lam­
beth Conference decided that 
this proposal would trangress 
Anglican tradition and ord 
and re-.afflrmed that the O rdet' 
of Deaconess is for women the 
one and only order of the 
ministry which can be recog­
nised.

This comment was added: 
“The Order of Deaconesses is 
an Order sul generis not to be 
regarded as the female equiva­
lent of the existing deacon but 
as a distinct Order marked by 
the solemnity of its ordination 
and the Importance of its func-. 
tions.”

“For as the body is one, and 
hath many members, and all 
the members of the body, being 
many, are one body; so also is 
Christ. For in one Spirit were 
we all baptised into one body, 
w h e t h e r  Jews or Greete, 
whether bond or free; and were 
alj made to drink of one Spirit. 
For the body is not one mem­
ber, but many. If the foot shall 
say. Because I am not the 
hand, I  am not of the body; it is 
not therefore not of the body. 
And if the ear shall say. Be­
cause I am not the eye, I am 
not of the body; it is not there­
fore not of the body. If the 
whole body were an eye, where 
were the hearing? If the whole, 
were hearing, where were the 
smelling? But now hath God 
set the members each one of 
them in the body, even as it 
pleased Him.”
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ACTING THE CHRISTMAS
STORY

B y  a . H. A t k i n s

^ N E  of the most beautiful 
ways of emphasising the 

true meaning of Christmas is 
the dramatisation of the 
Nativity: in Britain, where the 
custom of acting the Christ­
mas story in its churches is 
centuries old, the tradition has 
been, growing in strength in 
recent years.

This is due partly to in­
creased interest in, amateur 
drama and partly to lessened 
prejudice against acting in 
churches. Nowadays as many 
adults as children appear in 
the simple Nativity plays per­
formed annually in hundreds of 
churches and church halls.

Bishops now appoint in their 
dioceses drama advisers, to 
whom application iriust be 
made to perform in a church. 
Producers are urged to choose 
plays with a true sense of deep 
religious significance. Advice is 
also given by the non-deno- 
minational Religious Drama 
Society which keeps a full 
catalogue and itself publishes 
plays of special merit.

The Nativity play is the itory 
of Christ’s birth, from the 
Annunciation to the scene in 
the inn stable. It may also in­
troduce Herod’s court and the 
flight of the Holy Family into 
Egypt

England. Tradition .says that 
the original church was built 
in A.D. 179 by Lucius, first 
Christian king of Britain.

In medieval days it must 
often have had mystery plays 
performed near to its doors. 
Nowadays, on a raised plat­
form in front of the tall, lovely 
altar screen of dark oak, de­
signed by Sir Christopher 
Wren when he rebuilt the 
church after the Great Fire of 
London in 1666, the Nativity is 
performed.

The beautiful oak-panelled 
church is darkened and spot­
lights are focused on the 
players in their vivid costumes 
before a blue cprtain, under 
stained glass windows. The 
actors include a inerchant, a 
research chemist, a banker, 
several journalists, a coal mer­
chant, several housewives and 
a company secretary.

suddenly lit up at the last 
adoration scene, 'descendants 
of perhaps the same old local 
families that acted Nativity 
plays in churchyards 'and 
market-places many centuries 
ago now perform them once 
again.

One of the performances 
most noted for simplicity and 
charm is at the little Anglican 
village church of Bucklebury, 
in the English county of Berk­
shire. There about 70 villagers 
— including a schoolmaster, 
postman, farm workers, shop­
girls, a doctor and an electri­
cian—act their own play, pro­
duced by the vicar.

In the little town and coun­
try churches, similarly, in a 
glow of light before an altar 
often .shrouded in darkness and

It is a mime play lasting 80 
minutes while, unseen, the 
vicar reads the Bible story. The 
actors form a picture of bright 
colour in front of the altar 
while choir and organ are 
heard from the gallery. The 
play begins with the childhood 
of Mary, acted by a village girl. 
It ends with the adoration by 
the \Vi-e Men.

V I C A R ’S  N E W S  
B U L L E T I N

A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 
London, December 7 

The Vicar of Little Eaton, 
near Derby, the Reverend J. 
Sykes Rymer, to-day played 
back a tape recording, giving 
his comments on the week’s 
news, in the parish church 
before the normal evening 
service.
Mr. Rymer said afterwards 

that he made the recording 
yesterday alter reading the 
week’s newspapers.

He said: “ I use a tape re­
corder because I feel that in 
a sermon from the -pulpit the 
congregation are entitled to 
hear the Gospel.

"There are matters in the 
news, however, which shew 
morals, and these I include in 
the tape recordings which I call 
my Christian news bulletin.

“ I avoid party politics, but 1 
am prepared to comment on 
controversial matters if I feel 
strongly about them.”

The topic of the news bulletin 
tb-day was road safety. The 
vicar said;—

“I am appalled at the num­
ber of laws which are per­
sistently broken by road users.

“The lack of road manners is 
clearly reflected in the shock­
ing road accident figures.”

rroHE pia: 
-*■ written

may be newly- 
or centuries old, 

spoken or mimed, integrated 
into a service or interspersed 
with the parish priest’s Bible 
reading. Very often it is ac­
companied with carols and 
hymns by a choir and organ. 
T -e  acting may be in front of 
the church altar on a platforfn. 
or where chancel meets nave, 
or at some other suitable place, 
such as the Lady Chapel. A 
few years ago a Nativity was 
acted in the crypt of S. Paul’s 
Cathedral, London, by school- 
children.

The original Nativities' were 
part of the mystery plays — 
medieval religious entertain­
ments based on the Bible — 
which were performed all over 
Europe. They started in the 
10th centurj’ with a few lines 
inserted into the Easter ser­
vice; they grew tUl they were 
no longer played in cathedrals 
and churches, but in the mar­
ket places.

Their aim was to show the 
r' jmption of the world ac­
complished in Christ’s . life,

. S

death and resurrection. Town 
trade guilds took them over in 
Britain, acting them on mov­
able stages in the streets. In 
the 16th century they were 
displaced by the secular Re­
naissance drama.

To-day, e d u c a 11 o nalists
favour visual methods — hence 
the growing importance of the 
Nativity play. Just as in the 
old days the Church realised 
the great importance o f visual 
teaching when most people 
could not read, so to-day it is 
recognised that, even in a more 
literate era, stronger and more 
satisfying emotions are often 
aroused by pictures than by the 
written word.

SO, in many a small English 
church little changed by the 
centuries — Saxon perhaps, 
with parts of the building dat­
ing back "a thousand years, or 
Norman,- w i t h  round arches 
over 800 years old, or Gothic 
with pointed arches and clus­
tered columns, built between 
the 12th and the 16th century, 
—the Nativity play comes to 
life again.

A Nativity Play being performed in the crypt of S. Paul’s Cathedral, London.

By a . L. Kidson

fN  the heart o f the City of 
■* London the famous 14th 
century York Nativity—part of 
the York cycle of mystery 
plays— îs being produced this 
Christmas at what is claimed 
to be the first Christian church 
in Britain — S. Peter-upon- 
Cornhill, near to the Bank of

'J'HE ancient custom of clyp- 
ping the church was revived 

the other day at S. Mary’s, 
New Plymouth—one of New 
Zealand’s oldest and' most 
famous churches.

But the timing of the func­
tion was rather astray. It 
belongs to the season of Burst­
ing Saturday, CoUop Monday, 
Dough-nut Tuesday and Frut- 
tis Wednesday. In short, roimd 
Easter.

.It goes very well with Lent- 
crocking. Sherd-throwing, and 
Nickanan. -It would also accord 
with Egg-throwling, C o c k- 
throwing, and Hen-thrashing. 
But not Dog-whipping; the day 
for that is October 10.

Ciypping (or clipping) the 
church was usually done by 
children, as a kind of game, 
preceded by thread-the-needle. 
The youngsters stood with 
backs to the church, hands 
joined, forming a ring right 
round it. Then they walked 
three times around, chanting 
the pious words:

“Shrove Toosday, Shrove 
Toosday,

Poor Jack went to plough.
His mother made pancakes, 

Her did’n knaw ’ow.
Her toss’d nim, her turned 

nim.
Her burnt nim, zo black.

Her put zo much pepper.
Her poison’d pood Jack.”

In the story of S. Mary’s are 
other customs, not so unusual 
but well worth preserving—for 
example, the use of Shanks’s 
pony to visit parishioners. Bis­
hop Selwyn set the pace in 1842 
when he walked from Welling­
ton to New Plymouth (nearly 
300 miles by bush tracks) to 
look into Church needs there.

He later walked from Thames 
to New Plymouth (over 200 
miles) to introduce that town’s 
first minister, the Reverend 
WiUlam Bolland.

Aged 23, and of “frail and 
delicate body,” the new recruit 
entered' into the spirit of the 
business by walking from New 
Plymouth to Auckland—and 
back, about 600 miles. Briefer 
ambles often took him 50 to 100 
miles.

Selwyn found the New Ply­
mouth settlers to be of good 
moral type, sturdy and self- 
reliant, so he granted £400 from 
his building fund towards the 
cost of a new church there.

The settlers weighed in with 
money, labour and materials, 
and S. Mary’s was opened, free 
of debt, in 1846. Since then 
parishioners have added to the 
building and beautified the 
grounds.
JN  Maori War days S. Mary’s 

served as a sanctuary. 
When warning guns boomed 
out from nearby Marsland Hill,

where a garrison was stationed, 
women and children sought 
refuge in the church. Tiiey 
brought their flocks and herds, 
for safety, into the church­
yard.

The menfolk soldiered on. 
Taranaki claims the honour of 
producing the first British 
volunteer regiment ever to 
engage an enemy, at the his­
toric Waireka Battle of 1860,

There lie our first war dead, 
with those of the gallant 
“Regulars,” far from their 
motherland. With them, too, 
lie “friendly Maoris” who gave 
their lives for the pakeha 
cause.

On the walls of the church 
hang 14 hatchments—painted 
replicas of the regimental 
banners, and two silk flags pre­
sented by the ladiea of the 
town to the Taranaki volun­
teers.

Equally rare and beautiful is 
the white stone .altar, richly 
on  1 o u r e d with Florentine 
mosaics. Behind it is a reredos, 
or ornamental screen, of white 
Caen stone, likewise decorated.

The building itself is noble 
and imposing, with narrow 
lancet windows reminiscent of 
the Early English period of 
Gothic architecture. It will 
suffer no damage, of course, in 
the process of “clipping.”

Q r n o t t ^ Biscuits
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A  C H R I S T M A S  R E V E R I E
B y  t h e  B is h o p  o f  B a l l a r a t

“The Christmas talk of 
peace on earth and good­
will among men seems to 
me to ring hollow in our 
discordant world with all 
its jealousy, greed, a n d  
treachery.”

T vhESE were John’s words.
John had jpst finished his 

university course and had come 
home for the Christmas holi­
days. He was talking to his 
father who was Vicar of Peace- 
haven. They were in the vicar’s 
study, where only a few years 
ago John used to play with his 
toys and listen to stories told 
by his father before he went to 
bed. Those days were behind 
him now, and John was look­
ing forward to his career as a 
scientist.

John admired his father. 
There was an understanding 
between them that made it 
possible fo r , each of them to 
speak his mind without reserve. 
T h e . conversation had turned 
to (Ihristmas, and John gave 
expression to  the feeling that 
Christmas with its message of 
peace and goodwill, had a  hol­
low ring in the world today, 
and then the conversation pro­
ceeded thus:

These last words were quoted 
almost in a whisper, as though 
he were talking to himself. The 
sufi had gone down, and they 
were sitting in the study, in 
semi-darkness. Suddenly there 
came the sound of singing. It 
was the choir practising the 
hymns for next morning’s ser­
vices. Clearly came the words: 

W.h i 1 e shepherds watch’d 
their flocks by night.

All seated on the ground. 
The Angel of the Lord came 

down.
And glory shone around.

“Pear not,” said he; for 
mighty dread

Had seized their troubled 
mind,

“Glad tidings of great joy I 
bring

To you and all mankind.

FATHER: Yes, John, there’s 
some truth in what you say. 
But it is well to remember that 
things were just as bad, and 
eVen worse, when the promise 
of peace and goodwill was 
heard over the Judean hills on 
the first Christmas morning 
long, long ago.

JOHN: I suppose you’re 
right. It must have been pretty 
grim for the Jews to have to 
submit to the dictates of the 
Roman Emperor. I can imagine 
their discontent. How would 
we feel if Hitler’s designs had 
succeeded so that we were un­
der the domination of a foreign 
power to-day? But weren’t the 
Jews buoyed up by the promise 
that God would send them a 
Deliverer, the Messiah, they 
called Him?

FATHER: Yes, and that 
promise has been fulfilled. It 
was fulfilled in Bethlehem on 
Christmas Day. But the tra­
gedy of history is in the failure 
of the people, then, and of 
people ever since, to under­
stand what kind of a Deliverer 
they and the world need. You 
have often heard me quote the 
lines:

N E W  Z E A L A N D  C H U R C H
H A S  M A N Y  O L D  C U S T O M S

“They all were looking for a 
' King,

To slay their foes and lift 
them high;

Thou cam’st a little Baby 
Thing—

“To you in David’s Town this 
day

“Is born of David’s line
A Saviour, who is Christ the 

'Lord—”
At this, point John broke in
JOHN: What a contrast! “A 

King to slay their foes and lift 
them high,”  and “A Saviour. 
Who is Christ the Lord.” The 
world is still the same, with its 
arrogant warriors going forth 
to kill and destroy, to plunder 
and subdue. Over against this 
kind of thing is Christ who of­
fers a different kind of con­
quest and treasures of another 
sort.

FATHER: Yes,- John, and 
the future of the world, and 
the destiny of mankind, depend 
upon which will win—the sel­
fish, acquisitive, pugnacious 
spirit of man, or the Babe of 
Bethlehem who brings to men 
the Love of God.

JOHN: The shepherds oi 
Bethlehem seemed to under­
stand, didn’t they?

FATHER: Yes, John, and al) 
down the ages there has been 
a stream of people joining the 
shepherds.

JOHN: Dad, you're right. 
The message of Christmas 
doesn’t ring hollow.

FATHER: No, son, it doesn’t, 
Christmas means that this is 
God’s world. That God cares 
that His world is in distress; 
that God has come to us in the 
Person of Jesus Christ. Good 
night, John. Will you be with 
the shepherds at Christmas 
Communion in the early morn­
ing?

JOHN: 'Yes, Dad, I ’ll be 
there.

“He came unto His own, and 
His own received him not— 
But as many as received 
Him, ,to them gave He 
power to become the sons 
of God—”
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A  N E W  C H R I S T M A S  
S T O R Y

By the Reverend Frank Byatt,Australian Secretary for Inter- 
Church Aid.

I am sure If we were to have 
a quiz about things we know of 
our Lord Jesus Christ you could 
do very well. You would tell me 
He was a boy Who lived in 
Nazareth, Who grew up to be a 
Builder and Carpenter. A few 
years afterwards men called 
Him “Rabbi,” which is the 

‘ ■"'■brew word for teacher. In 
feisil Matthew’s lovely hymn 
we sing of Him as our Guide, 
our Hero, and our Friend. We 
all know He is our Lord and 
Saviour.

But there is just one other 
word you would not think of 
for a long time. Jesus was once 
a refugee! “Oh no—not like 
those we read about in the 
paper?” “Yes, just like that.” 
“In the Bible?” “Yes—just 
think of all the Christmas 
stories again.”

Three wise men we some­
times call the Kings of the 
East had followed a star over 
many long miles but at last it 
stopped overhead and they 
knew they had arrived at thd 
house where Jesus was to be 
found. After they had given 
Him their presents, they had a 
serious talk with Mary and 
Joseph and said, “If He were 
our little boy, we would get out 
of the country as fast as we' 
could.. The King has no kind 
plans for Him.” Mary and 
Joseph said it was just what 
they felt- God was saying to 
them.

Very quietly so as not to 
draw attention to themselves, 
Joseph took Mary and their 

■ small boy, Jesus, many weary 
miles south over strange roads 
into the still stranger land of 
Egypt. T hey' were refugees, 
seeking a place of refuge, of 
safety.

I often wonder how they got 
on down in Egypt. I wonder if 
Joseph found it hard to get 
work—if he found it hard to 
find a house to live in—if it was 
a new, hard language to learn? 
I wonder if the people called
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them "New Egyptians.” The 
Bible does not tell us, but I am 
sure when they got back to 
Nazareth some years afterward, 
when the shavings were swept 
up in the workshop and the tea 
things put away, Jesus would 
grow up hearing many a time 
scraps of conversation, “Do you 
remember when we were in 
Egypt?” He would never forget.

-Yes, Jesus was fortunate. The 
bad old King Herod died and 
they were all able to go back to 
the country they loved so 
dearly, and He had His mother 
and father to look after Him 
all the time.

There are 75 million refugees 
in the world to-day—homeless, 
displaced persons with no work 
and nothing to look forward to. 
They are to be found across 
Europe and Asia, In countries 
like Germany and Greece, in 
the Holy Land and Turkey, in 
India and Pakistan, and China 
and Korea. There are between 
10 and 15 million children and 
young people, a million or­
phans. When they went over 
the school rolls when the 
children returned to schools in 
Berlin after the war, more 
than one in five were found to 
be an orphan. They are living 
in ruined houses and factories; 
in old army huts and concen­
tration camps, in weather-torn 
tents and caves in the hills— 
without beds, schools, hospitals 
or shelter.

There are three things you 
can do about it.

1. Some of these children 
have come to our country as 
new Australians. Make them 
feel welcome. If he is a boy 
and can play football, see he 
gets a place in the school 
Team; if she’s a girl, invite her 
to your home for your nex{ 
party. You would feel very hurt 
if some day they dug up an old 
story in Egypt and we learned 
they gave Jesus the c o l d  
shoulder and did not make 
Him welcome, Jesus was once a 
refugee.

2. Around the world wherever 
there is even a little bit of the 
family of God—for that is what 
Christian men and women 
really are—that little bit at 
once says, “We’U look after 
them,” and orphaned, friend­
less, lonely boys and girls are 
being cared for. It is the same 
lovely story in Korea and 
Burma and Bethlehem and 
Greece. But the Family in these 
countries has written to us and 
said, “After the wars, our coun­
tries are poor. We have no 
wheat silos at our stations nor 
wool sales in our country. Send' 
us food, clothes, beds, tents, 
books, medicines—we will take 
care o f ' the children.” Give 
generously.

3. Ask mother lo get a bowl 
from her China cupboard to 
put on your Christmas dinner 
table as a Bowl of Remem­
brance and see if you can get 
everybody round the table to 
make a generous gift so that 
you can share your good dinner 
with hungry children in other 
lands. Pass your gifts to your 
minister or send it to the Sec­
retary for Inter-Church Aid of 
the World Council of Churches, 
37 Swanson Street, Melbourne.

T H E  W I S E  M E N ’ S 
Q U E S T I O N

This Christmas the wise 
men’s question might well be 
put again as we celebrate the 
birth c f ’ Christ.

In that first search, the wise 
men looked in vain for Him in 
the great cities of the Holy 
Land.

Will He be found in the busy 
gaiety of ojjr cities this year? 
Or will Ctoistmas be a mere 
commercial opportunity?

The Christ was not to be 
found in stately palaces that 
first Christmas.

It was in a humble home, in 
a tiny family circle, that the 
wise men found the answer to 
their question—“Where is He?”

There is still room for Him 
in the family circle to-day.

May we have an answer this 
Christmas-tide to , the wise 
men’s question.

^TH E YOUTH EDITOR.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW 
YEAR MESSAGE FROM OUR 
GRACIOUS AUSTRALIAN 

PATRON
Government. House,

Canberra.
I am very happy to send a 

personal Christmas message to 
all members of the Girls’ 
Friendly Society, especially as 
I have so recently become your 
Australian Patron.

Our Society aims at uniting 
all girls and women in a fel­
lowship of prayer, service and 
purify of life dedicated to the 
glory of God.

Christmas is a time of happi­
ness and gaiety, but it is above 
all a Christian festival, during 
which we 'should try to think 
what We can each do to live 
more truly up to the ideals of 
our Society.

I have ' known Christmases 
in many countries, but On this 
Christmas morning—my first 
itv-'i-Tir country—I -shall be 

,̂j -̂king especially of the young 
people of Australia, and hoping 
you are having a very happy 
day. I know that you will not 
fail Australia in the coming 
year.

AILEEN SLIM.

T H E  T R I A L  O F  T H E  
S E V E N  B I S H O P S

During the fortnight be­
tween the arraignment of 
the Seven Bishops before 
the Court, and the day fixed 
for their trial, indignation 
mounted throughout Eng­
land and Scotland.

B O Y S ’  CAM Rf
The Church of England Boys’ 

Society is holding its series of 
Summer Camps at the C.E.B.S. 
Camp at Frankston during 
January. There will be four 
camps with over 500 boys at­
tending. The camps will be 
staffed by leaders of the 
Society.

In each camp a varied pro­
gramme of activities is pro­
vided, being based upon the 
Society’s Pour Square Pro­
gramme—spiritual, social, men­
tal and physical.

The ministers were appalled.
Even Jeffreys would gladly 

have retraced his steps. He 
c h a r g e d  Clarendon with 
friendly- messages to the 
bishops, and threw on others 
the blame of the prosecution 
which he had himself recom­
mended.

Sunderland again yentured 
to recommend concession.

But the King’s resolution was 
fixed.

“I will go on,”  he said. “I 
have been only too indulgent. 
Indulgence ruined my father.”

The artful minister found 
that his advice had been for­
merly taken only because it had 
been shaped to suit the royal 
temper, and that, from the 
moment at which he began to 
counsel well, he began to coun­
sel in vain.

The day ot retribution had 
arrived.

Sunderland was in the same 
situation in which his rival 
Rochester had been some 
months before.

Each of the two statesmen in 
turn experienced the misery of 
clutching with an agonising 
grasp, power which was per­
ceptibly slipping away. Each in 
turn saw his suggestions scorn­
fully rejected.

Both endured the pain of 
reading displeasure and dis­
trust in the countenance and 
demeanour of their master; yet 
both were by their country held 
responsible for those crimes 
and errors from which they had 
vainly endeavoured to dissuade 
him.

Yet,' in spite of mortifications 
and humiliations, they both 
clung to office with the grip 
of drowning men.

Both attempted to propitiate 
the King by affecting a willing­
ness to be reconciled to his 
Church.

But there was a point at 
which Rochester was determin­
ed to stop.

He went to the verge of 
apostasy; but there he recoiled; 
and the world, in consideration 
of the firmnc t with which he 
refused to take the' final step, 
granted him a liberal amnesty 
for all, former compliances^

Sunderland, less scn;pulous 
and less sensible of shame, re­
solved to atone for his late 
moderation,‘ and to recover the 
royal- confidence, by an act

which, to a mind impressed 
with the importance of religious 
truth, must have appeared to 
be one of the most flagitious of 
crimes, and which even men of 
the world regard as the last 
excess of baseness,
- About a week before the day 
fixed for the greal. trial, it was 
publicly announced that lie 
was a Papist.

The King talked with delight 
of this triumph of divine grace.

Courtiers and envoys kept 
their countenances as well as 
they could while the renegade 
protested that he nad been 
long convinced of the impos­
sibility of finding salvation out 
of the communion of Rome, and 
that his conscience would not 
let him rest till he had re­
nounced the heresies in which 
he had been brought up.

The news spread fast.
.At all the coffeehouses it was 

told how the prime minister of 
England, his feet bare, and a 
taper in his hand, had repaired 
to the royal chapel and knocked 
humbly for admittance: how a 
priestly voice from within had 
demanded who was there; how 
Sunderland had made answer 
that a poor sinner who had 
long wandered from the true 
Church implore I  her to receive 
and to absolve him; how the 
doors were opened; and how 
the neophyte - partook of the 
holy mysteries.

This scandalous apostasy 
could not but heighten the in­
terest with which the nation 
looked forward to the day when 
the fate of the seven brave con­
fessors of the English Church 
was to be decided.

ABBOTSLEIGH
WAHROONG^ t12 miles from 
Sydney on the North Shore Line).

Church ot England 
School for Girls

Both Doy Girls ond Boorders 
ore od nitted.

, Illustrated prospectus on - 
application to the rieodmistress. 

Miss G. GORDON EVERETT,' 
M.A.

First Communion group from S. Matthew’s Mundingburra, 
Tow'nsville.

FOR SMALL  
PEOPLE

I  W A S  T H E R E .................5
Here it is, Christmas again.
It makes me think again of 

that wonderful night, many 
years ago, when Jesus cante, as 
a tiny baby, to Bethlehem. '

Strange things happeneu that 
night. I was out in the fields 
of Bethlehem watching the 
sheep. Wild animals had been 
prowling about for some days 
and I  was afraid for the sheep.

I t  was so quiet as we rested 
there in the cool o f the even­
ing. The sky above n s  was 
bright with the twinkling stars. 
A soft breeze rustled the long 
grass-around us.

Suddenly, the air was filled 
with song, i t  was' the most

beautiful singing I have ever 
heard.

We were so startled that we 
began to run away. ’The sheep 
were afraid, too, and they 
rushed about, bleating and 
bumping each other with fright.

Then we heard a voice— 
“Don’t be afraid. I  bring you 
good news. People everywhere 
will laugh and shout for joy 
when they hear it.

“In Bethlehem the Christ has 
just been born. He has come to 
save us from all that is wrong 
and unkind.”

Then-thtf singing stopped and 
we were alone again.

It was some time before the 
sheep settled down.

The other shepherds and I 
then decided to go into Bethle­
hem to see if what we had 
heard was true.

It was. We found the baby 
with Mary, His mother, and 
Joseph. He was sleeping on the 
straw in the place where the 
donkeys and camels were rest­
ing for the nighti

Then we knew that the Christ 
had come.

It was the very first Christ­
mas.

We went out and told the 
good news to everybody we met.

Will you join with us in tell­
ing Other people about the Lord 
Jesus this Christmas, too?

D ESIG N  F O R  A  H O M E
Preparation: Invite God to 

lay the corner-stone. Excavate 
for the foundation by removing 
all doubt, fear and selfishness.

Construction: Erect a strong 
framework of faith, supported 
by sturdy 'oeams of deep de­
votion; lay a stout flooring of 
sympathetic understanding; 
lath with generosity, insulate 
with enthusiasm and plaster 
with a sense of humour.

Shingle the roof with protec­
tive kindness and apply siding 
composed of high hope and 
great expectation. Jhink all 
cracks and crevices with plea­
sant memories and little family 
jokes. Build in permanent fix­
tures of honesty and integrity. 
Provide doorways wide enough 
for the heavy-hearted to enter. 
Plan plenty of windows to 
admit sunshine for the joy of 
living. Carefully weather-strip 
all openings with appreciation.

Equip with plumbing ade­
quate for daily cleansing of the 
spirit'; install' heating appara­
tus guaranteed to maintain a 
steady glow of f r i e n d l y  
warmth; illuminate with the 
shining radiance of smiles and 
tears, and ventilate ./ith an 
unlimited supply of patience.

Adorn the walls with cheer­
ful courtesy and pave the 
hearth with hospitality.

Cement the walk with humil­
ity and surround the yard with 
■a fence oi loyalty entered 
through the gate of gratitude.

Furnish throughout with 
love. Insure against disaster by 
fervent prayer for daily guid­
ance.

Walk right in . . . the place 
is yours!

VELMA SPENCER.

T H E  A R M ID A L E  S C H O O L ,  
A R M ID A L E , N .S .W .

Boys are prepared lor  Brolessional, 
Commercial or Pastoral Lite. A 
Special Agricultural S c i e n c e  
Course is offered.
The School Is the only country 
representative o l the Great Public 
Schools’ Association.
Three E n t r a n c e  Scholarships 
valued at £120 p.a. (to  becom e 
£150 when the boy reaches the age 
o l 14 years) are available each 
year. There Is a w ell-equipped 
Junior School (Dangar House), 
separate from  the rest o l  the 
school.
Illnstrated Prospectus on applica­
tion  to  G. A. Fisher. B..4., B.Sc.

ALL SAINTS 
COLLEGE 

B A T H U R S T
(Established 1874)

Church of Englond Boording ond 
Day . School for Bo/s. Pupils 
occepted from the og»- of seven. 
180 boarders. Courses from 
Lower Primary to Leaving Cer­
tificate.
New hall, odoitionol science 
laboratory jnd classroom block 
have been recently completed 
and ore in use.
For illustrated prospectus, please 

apply to the Headmaster—
E. C. F. EVANS, B.A., Dip.Ed., 

L.A.S.A.

NEWCASTLE
Church ot Englond

G R A M M A R  S C H O O L

BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL
F O R  G IR L S

Splendid Position Near Seo
Thorough Education from 
Kindergorten to Leaving 

Certificate Honours.
Miss M. D. Roberts. B.A., B.Ed,

MARSDEN 
CImrch of England 

School for Girls 
Bathurst, N.S.W.

An ideal country school in 99 
acres ot lovely ion on the out­
skirts of Bathurst.
The buNdinqs ore spacious and 
modern in all ecuipment ano 
furnishings, both in clossrooms 
and dormitories.

Apply for Prospectus to:—  
The Acting Head Mistress

T H E  N E W  E N G L A N D  
G IR L S ' S C H O O L  
ARMIDALE. N.S.W.

WONDERFUL TABLELAND 
CLIMATE

Stands in 100 ocres of lond. 
oolt Links, 10 Tennis Courts, 
■iockey and Basket Ball Courts.
Girls prepared tor University 
ond oil Public Examinations.

For prospectus, opply to 
Miss E. M. Colebrook, B.A., 

Dip. Ed.

TAMWORTH
Church of England 

Girls’ School
BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
Kindergarten i o  Leoving Certifi­
cate. Special opportunity for 
Physicol Troining ond Sport. 
Excellent heolth record.
For theprospeetjs, ooply 

Prin:ipal:
Miss A. I. S. SMITH, B.A. Hons. 

(Londons
Telephone: B 254.

Schools of The 
Sisters of The 

Church
S. M ichael’s Collegiate, 

H obart.
S. G abriel’s, W averley , 

IV.S.W.
S. M ichael’s, St. K ilda, 

Victoria.
S. P eter ’s, Adelaide,

S. Aust.
Perth College, Perth, 

W . Aust.

R em em b er  . . ,
S H E L L E Y ’ S

Famous D rinks
Orange Delite, Lemon Oelite, Lemonade, Kola, etc., for oil 

Occasions.
'Phene: LA 5461 (four lines)
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A TRAINING COLLEGE 
FOR WOMEN

S .  C H R I S T O P H E R ’S ,  M E L B O U R N E
B y  a  S pecial CoputESPONDEirr

111 a world where efficiency is the watchword, it may he pertinent to ask 
why so little support, so little interest even, is given to any movement in the 
Church which will help it move in line with present day conditions. 

cpAK E the case of S. Chris- toria, it is un Australian college vaners, teachers of Divinity 
topher’s  College, Finch St., with students from practically sions; several are diocesan 

ELSt Malvern, Victoria. Do you every State? If you do know Sunday school organisers or 
know what it is doing? Have all these things why on earth assistants, one became a cara- 
you bothered to think whether aren’t you talking about it so van mlssioner, and another is 
the work it is doing is vital to loudly that everyone else knows working in a children’s home, 
the Church? Have you ever too?

For those who don't knowasked how it manages' finan­
cially?

Do you know that although facts; Tha alms of
the headquarters are in Vic-

about the college, here are a specialisation,
few brief facts; T h a  aim.-! of day of the well-meaning, 

untrained leaders is over. 
Especially is this true in regard 
to religious education.

Dr. BARNARDÔ S 
HOMES 

E N G L A N D  A N D  
A U S T R A L IA

B O O K  R EV IE W

In England over 7,000 children 
ore now supported. In Austrolia 
approx. 150 British children, who 
have been sent to Austrolia 
under our MIGR,\T10N pro­
gramme ore being supported. 
Since 1922 over 2,500 children 
have been sent to Australia. 
Please urgently help our work by 
sending o gift to The Publicity 
ond Appeals' Officer,

DR. BARNARDO'S HOMES 
Assembly Hcill Buildings 

1A Jomison Street, Sydney 
Hew South Woles

the college are “to train v. omen 
and girls for leadership in 
Christian education and youth
work” as youth leaders, diocesan ' To-day when children have 
Sunday school organisers, so little Bible teaching in the 
teachers of Religious subjects in home, their only source of 
day schools, mall bag caravan- knowledge often comes from 
ers and religious educational schools, both day and Sunday, 
parish workers. It is essential, then that their

The subjects studied in the religious instruction should be 
two-year course include Chris- them not only as con-
tian doctrine. Old and New vincingly as before; but that 
Testament, Prayer Book and approach and presentation 
Church history, psychology should be as efBcient and 
and education, teaching prac- modem as that of the ■ ordinary 
tice, youth leadership, flannel- subjects, 
craft, modelling, handicrafts. t .
and Doster m akins- there are some who will

, mournfully shake their heads 
Posts open to the students and talk about too many paid 

when they have completed their helpers in the church, it is as 
course include those of diocesan well to state now that the 
organisers, parish workers, salaries paid to these students, 
youth leaders, mailbag cara- who when trained would be

‘9 ^ A

The Principal of S. Christopher’s, Mrs. O. Jose, with some 
graduates of the college. They are {left to right) i Miss P. 
Cullen, (Grafton); Miss Bamsdale (Ballarat); Miss H 
B^um ont (Brisbane); Mrs. Jose; Miss L. Dareny (Newcastle);

Miss R. Posa (Tasmania), and Miss E. ElUs (Gippsland). 
and workers in chUdren’s such a valuable asset to any 

diocese or parish, are from 
Past students are now filling £250-£500 per year. Barely a liv 

the following jobs—several are ing wage. Only those with a 
working as parish assistants,, deep sense of service p,nd voca- 
one became youth secretary of tion, would consider undertak 
the Australian Board o f Mis-, ing the course.

R E V IE W S  IN  B R IE F

Stocked in foolKop Six*. 
Fitted wiHi Folderf.

£7-10-0
FiimM «¥ith Olive CreeA D«ic&

SYDNI
FllIURI
OUR
FIOURI
coniomA|

AEROPHOS

Joseph Medealf
Funeral D irector  

Head Office:
1 7 2  R E D F E R N  S T R E E T ,  

R E D F E R N

Telephone MX 2315. 
Private WM 3477.

“T H E  E X P O S I T O R Y  
TIMES” : September, 1953.
rjpHERE has been a remark 

able swing.'of late years 
from the “Social Gospel, 
book of notable essays dedicated 
to Reinhold Niebuhr sets this 
forth. The essayists have lour 
targets at which they shoot, 
Conventional Religion (o f the 
radio programme), the Social 
Gospel, Marxism and Secular 
Humanism.

The writers represent an at­
tempt to recover Biblical faith 
in God as the Lord of history, 
and in Christian vocation. They 
believe neither Socialism nor 
Capitalism, but a mixed society, 
best embodies the Christian 
ideal.

Tlius this issue begins, and 
continues with a penetrating 
article on “Jesus Christ as In­
tercessor,” a review of “Marcel 

' on Infant Baptism” by a Bap 
tist who finds the book entirely 
unconvincing and is uncon­
verted.

The “Literature” and “ In the 
Study” sections as usual, are re­
plete with brief and helpful re­
views and sermons.

The final article, “The King­
dom of God in our Day,” sums 
the Sermon on the Mount as 
Jesus’ answer to the question 
“What shall we do?” He pro­
vides the practical. marks of a 
Christian of the first century. 
The writer shows the close re­
lation between t h e  Gospel 
teaching and that of the 
Pauline Epistles.

“ T H E  E X P O S I T O R Y  
TIMES": October, 1953.
'T ’  H I S issue begins with 

Pauline Studies written to 
honour Professor Johannes De- 
Zwaan. One interesting essay 
sets out to show scholars are 
wrong in thinking S. Paul’s 
‘IThom in the flesh” was a 
disease o f any kind. It was 
rather the trials and disap­
pointments associated with his 
ministry. One wonders!

The longer articles are “The 
Problems of Bible Exposition,” 
by Professor Cunliflfg Jones, 
who holds we have not yet won 
through to a new expository 
tradition of the Bible after the 
literary and historical criticism 
of the centui-y; and “Preach­
ing in Eclipse” by the Reverend 
James Alexander. He believes 
the pulpit has lost prestige and 
the message rarely goes beyond 
the door o f the Church. What 
we preach rather than how, is 
the crucial matter, the absence 
of doctrinal substance has im­
poverished sermons. This is 
most useful article.

Literature” directs atten­
tion to two volumes of Karl 
Heim dealing with Christianity 
and Science—as so ably he can; 
Professor Butterworth’s “ Chris­
tianity, Diplomacy, and War,” 
which the reviewer notes as. be­
ing “sound on sin,” and new 
matter concerned with the 
Dead Sea Scrolls.

The “In the Study” sermons 
have more than the usual num­
ber of useful illustrations.

The closing note on “ Jeho­
vah Witnesses” will find many 
grateful readers.

—J.

R E U N I O N
WHAT DO WE MEAN BY 

REUNION?—C. B. Moss. 
'T ’HIS book of 122 pages, just 

published in England, is 
stated to be a reply to “Prob- 
lems of Reunion” by the Bishop 
of Derby. It can, however, be 
profitably read by those who 
(like the present reviewer) hawe 
not seen the Bishop of Derby’s 
book.

It is a very clear statement, 
from a very definite viewpoint, 
of the present position of the 
Church of England in regard 
to reunion with other Churches, 
and its importance is probably 
out o f proportion to its com­
paratively small size.

Dr. Moss writes as one v/ho 
is an Angiicarv. by passionate 
conviction. “Anglicanism,” he 
says, “ is not a compromise. It 
is a form o f the Catholic re­
ligion v/hich rejects both 
Roman and Genevan errors as 
contrary to Scripture and to 
the teaching of the ancient 
Church.”  He is a scholar who 
has had wide experience of 
fellowship with other Churches. 
Like the Bishop of Derby he 
has been a member of several 
Anglican Commissions ap­
pointed to negotiate with these 
other Churches.

It is a mistake, says Dr. 
Moss, to speak of “ questions of 
faith and order,” for all ques­
tions of “order,” which are dis­
cussed between the Churches, 
are really questions of “faith,”  
since all depend ultimately 
upon the doctrine of the 
Church, which is an integral 
part of the Christian faith.

This doctrine, which is “the 
fundamental issue to-day," is 
that which divides Christen­
dom. Rornan Catholics hold it 
in one form, Anglicans in an­
other, and the bodies which he 
describes as “Protestant con­
nexions” in yet another.

With the Romans, Dr. Moss 
deals faithfully and effectively, 
showing that since the Council 
of Trent in 1570 they have be­
come heretical by adding to the 
Faith dogmas which are con­
trary to Scripture, reason and 
the teaching of the early 
Church.

The Protestant doctrine of 
the “Invisible Church” comes 
under even stronger condemna­
tion, but one wonders whether 
the author really does justice to 
it.

It seems that he has never 
read (or does he think it un­
worthy of consideration?) such 
a statement as the report of 
the Anglican Evangelical group 
presented to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1950 under the 
title, “The Fulness of Christ,” 
in which a synthesis between 
the two concepts of the Visible 
and Invisible Church is most 
carefully worked out.

Dr. Moss says that he had to 
go to Finland to understand 
Evangelicalism, but the critical 
reader may be forgiven for 
doubting whether^ he has ever 
really understood it.

In spite o f these limitations, 
however. Dr. Moss has much to 
say which is of real value, and 
he says It well. The main pur­
pose of his book seems to be to 
argue against Intercommunion 
and similar practices, and to 
warn the Church against any 
premature action in regard to 
union with Protestant bodies; 
Much more mutual understand­
ing is required before this could 
become even remotely possible, 
and “there are no short cuts 
to reunion.’;

The author’s curious insist­
ence that “the Church is (not 
only ought to be, but is) a 
single visible organised society” 
leads him into strangely con­
tradictory conclusions,. and so 
does the conclusion which 
naturally follows — that a 
Church which claims to be 
Catholic “must claim exclusive 
jurisdictioii . . .  in a  city o f 
nation; . . .  it cannot have 
more than one representative 
in one place.”

But many who feel that they 
cannot go all the way with him 
will accept Dr. Moss’s main 
contentions and will be grate­
ful for such a clear, well- 
informed and charitable state­
ment of the Anglican position 
from one who has given much 
of his life to the cause of 
Christian unity,
(R eview  copy from  Church 

Stores, Sydney.)
—J.S.A.

A  W E E K  I N  T H E  B U S H
B y  t h e  R e v e r e n d  L. S. W h e r e a t , o f  t h e  B u s h . 
B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  S. B a r n a b a s  a t  C l o n c u r r y , 

N o r t h  Q u e e e n s l a n d .
I T  takes about half a day to a devout but very weak old lady 

prepare the truck and one’s also, 
gear for such a trip. Travellers ... • ,  .
must be sure to carry plenty of INURING the morning, I in- 
water—two have perished for structed a mother and 
the lack of it in the last month daughter who were at Even- 
in the north-west—also spare for Confirmation—not in
petrol, oil and parts, a box of the church, but across a shop 
food and a swag. counter.

Brother Archie, having ar- Prom Friday afternoon at 3.30 
rived from Mt. Isa at midnight, P tn- till 8 a.m. Saturday, we 
set off with me at 10.30 a.m. were at Crawshaws, about 30 
from Cloncurry. miles from McKinlay. The two

A Main Roads camp, 56 miles highlights were Holy com - 
away, was the first stop. Their P'Ppiop at 5.30 a.m., and listen- 
offer of cold- lunch and coffee bantam-
was w e l c o m e d .  Les, the weight fight. We did appreciate, 
mechanic, took pride in telling M’’®' Crawshaw
us vof his family of nine. He to welcome us.
then showed us the only ele- We broke bom ds for the next 
vator grader in Queensland, three days, going to Wmton to 
which is doing a wonderful job rector.-
in making the new main high- Monday evening found us at 
way from Winton to Cloncurry. Prensham Station, being wel- 

After-dinner drowsiness en- Douglas family,
couraged us to take a camp ^he family, including the 
under the first good shady tre^ ?°'tng children and Rita,
We gave ourselves enough time housegirl, were at
to get to Strathfield Station, the Holy Eucharist, 
where the Turners gave us wasnt too hot for two 
directions to Booroma home- 5?*® breakfast,
stead, and a cup of tea. Al- Kymma claimed us after after- 
though we were assured that tfoon tea. 
we could not go wrong, some- ^t the border fence there 
how we did, causing us to travel were a mob of sheep and many 
an extra four miles. lambs. We harried a little one

Although we arrived at Boo- to clean water for a drink It 
roma at an Interesting time, bad lost its mother so ran after 
tor we saw them branding the 2.’®' its safety. Brother
calves, it was not a convenient took it back and ran
time. We usually sense whether ^boolboy so that it
our hosts wish a service, and not«ollow and get under
here there was no suggestion of *^® drove off.
that natm-e. Tliere were 14 at the ser-

An early start allowed us to ' ’ 5̂,® C.W.A. hall-come-
visit one station for morning
tea, and another for lunch. That at the school,
the mother of school-age child- kindly did our
ren should not accept the offer washing They are always very 
to give them a Catechism les- helpfuU
son amazed us. However, they a WORK of mercy was 
books Scripture story A awaiting us, in that an

, , elderly lonely lady with a badly
1 ® people who gave diseased face wanted to see us.

us lunch were most hospitable, We chopped her a little wood 
but although two of their sons and promised to have a tonic 
have been at, and two mor® ar® sent.. Since, she has gone to 
attending All Souls’ School, no Julis Creek Hospital, possibly 
one came into ^^cKinlay, about on our advice.
20 miles to the two services the
next day. That evening we got to a 

station which has not been 
by a brother for 20WE were pleased to be asked visited

by a dog-netting fencer, to We were made at home,
come back eight miles to see ^be daughtM mtooduced us to 
him. The deeply-worried man ‘ J'® ®*?®''’ we learned 
was glad to see us. Our visit b®w to milk a goat. The mother 
lasted two hours; first listening i ® only Anghcan and was 
under a tree, then enjoying a f/ad -to receive her communion 
brew of tea at his camp, but ‘ '̂® ^nornmg. 
not enjoying the snap of his I*- was about 30 miles to 
dog’s teeth in my ankle. Ulolo Station, our next stop.

He gave us four gallons of !^®^®.v^®^® f  “ UPiber of Angll- 
petrol, something which the ^̂ i®̂ ,®’ whom came
wealthier managers and owners ®e^®b^aLon at 6 a.m.
had not afforded. Before leav- S ’®® .̂ 'bere was the
ing, we prayed and asked God’s *'be cooks son, about
blessing on our troubled friend. ®’®^  ̂ yeps. I  showed him 
Later a letter was waiting for scripture books,
me, thanking us, and saying TVTEXT morning he came with
r e ^ e d  *^® "®°’®®y bis money-realised his mistakes. ^ox to buy the lot, saying; ‘T ve

That night we lodged at the read half one already."
Pederal Hotel. McKinlay. Our The manager allowed the 
duties there included Evensong mechanic to check our truck, 
by candle light, because the We witnessed them branding 
storm lantern supplied went fosls before leaving, 
out. There were three in the We stopped five times to have 
congregation, which included a drink with people and speak 
Sister Hawkes, the Presbyterian to’ them during the 90-mile trip 
bush nurse, who invited us to heme.
supper and injection f o r  Some stations'in the districts 
tetanus, and a perusal of the were missed, and those we did 
excellent library she runs. visit at the most have had 

Two services were celebrated their fourth visit in two years, 
at 7 a.m. Brother A. Briggs had There are still stations in this 
two to assist-in the church, large area, about 300 miles by 
while I celebrated by the bed- 250 miles, which have not seen 
side of Mrs. O’Donnell, whose u.= in the two years. But what 
daughter was also present. I can we do with only two of 
took the reserved sacrament to us?

THE PUBLIC TRUSTEE
E x ecu to r , T ru stee , A d m in istra tor, A tto rn ey  o r  

A gen t.
Free booklet and odvice may be obtained on application.
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THE CHRISTMN HOPE
This article was originally broadcast as a talk in the Home Service o f ' 

the with whose permission it is reproduced.
Y ^H A T do men and women 
’ ’  teally hope lor today? 

Three pictures come into my 
mind, ail, as it happens, 
memories of a visit to India 
a year or two ago.
In a little village the school- 

children had gathered to wel­
come the visitors hr the glare 
and brown dust, of what in 
England could have been called 
the village green. The Congress- 
trained schoolmaster had the 
children organised to celebrate 
a special occasion by singing 
songs. But the thing I remem­
ber is the atmosphere I felt 
when they sang the^ national 
anthem of free Indij.*,

In the children, and in the 
circle of grown-ups, t h e r e  
pulsed a vigour and a hope that 
were almost tangible: it was the 
fierce hope of those who had 
been taught to feel that their 
day is dawning.

The second picture is from 
the slums of an Indian mill- 
town where nationalist hopes 
are already, embittered because 
independence has not yet meant 
the end of poverty or unem­
ployment. An Indian com­
munist has- gathered a group 
of thin, weary men and women 
around him.

I can see the fire that he is 
kindling. Listless faces bright­
en, anger shows through, but 
beyond it—hope. The speaker 
is promising that the age­
long suffering of the poor can 
be ended.

And the third picture is in 
the dim light of an Indian mud 
and palm-leaf village church 
where the Holy Communion is 
being celebrated. In the order 
of service which is used in the 
Church of South India, after 
the prayer which repeats the 
words used by Jesus in the 
upper room, as the bread and 
wine are being consecrated, the 
congregation responds together: 
‘Amen. Thy death, O Lord, 
we commemorate. Thy resur­
rection we confess, and Thy 
second coming we await’.

In those last words is another 
form of hope, the hope which 
has never been entirely lack­
ing from the m i n d s  o f  
Christians ever since they lost 
from the sight of their eyes the 
Man whom they had learned 
to call Lord and God.
T>UT WHAT is the real mean- 

ing of this p e c u l i a r  
Christian hope, and what is its 
relation to those other hopes 
that men have: the hopes of 
the rising nations of the east, 
the hope of justice and food 
which Communism seems able 
to raise, the hopes of peace 
and freedom which we aU hold?

These are precisely t h e  
questions which the World 
Council of Churches has set 
itself to think about in pre­
paration for its second World 
Assembly, to be held in the 
United States in 1954.

To help in sorting it all otrt, 
the World Council Central 
C o m m i t t e e  invited some 
twenty-five well-known thinkers 
and leaders to meet from time 
to time. The recent report of 
their second annual meeting 
begins:

“In such a time as this, the 
Church of Jesus Christ can­
not but speak of hope. He is 
our hope, and as we have our 
hope in Him we are bound 
to proclaim that hope to the 
world. This is the funda­
mental reason for the choice 
of this theme.” •
But we must admit that it is 

made difficult to speak about 
the Christian hope without 
being misunderstood, for two 
opposite reasons. On the one 
hand, for many Christians, all 
the teaching in the New Testa­
ment about the return of Christ 
in power has almost dropped 
out of sight.. Certainly, they 
hope that as individuals they 
,will be raised with Christ from 
death to everlasting life, but 
the thought of His eternal 
triumph over all evil and of His 
reign fn glory has little or no 
place in their daily life and 
prayer.

But, on the other hand, small 
circles of Christians. seem to 
think about nothing else, and 
their speculations about the 
date and manner of what they 
call ‘the Second Coming’ seem 
so wild and fanciful that other 
Christians tend to dismiss the 
whole idea as the hobby-horse 
of cranks. Yet, as the report 
says:

“Those who. preach apo­
calyptic views are right in 
pointing out that the New 
Testament is full of refer­
ences to a salvation yet to be 
revealed, a Kingdom yet to 
come. The response which 
they evoke among many who 
are poor,' wretched, a n d  
despised or disillusioned and. 
frustrated is a reminder to 
us that many hearts long for 
some mighty change in things 
as they are, some great 
deliverance from their lot.”
As often happens in religion, 

we are dealing with concep­
tions beyond ordinary human 
experience, but we have no 
means for describing them but 
human language. The essential 
thing is to interpret the biblical 
language so that people can see 
what it means to speak of 
Christ as already in a position 
of power and authority and yet 
as having a further stage, to 
which we all look forward, 
when the power and authority 
will jfo longer be known only 
to faith but will be evident for 
all to see.

The Bible has already given 
us a certain language, which all 
Christians Inherit ^̂ alike, and 
our task is first to see, what it 
is saying jn itself and then to 
try to get that meaning across 
to others.

The next section of the 
report tries to make this clear 
by a series of biblical texts 
followed by explanation or com­
mentary upon them. Three 
thoughts must always be held 
together in this connection: 
Christ has come, is present, and 
is to come. The third is mean­
ingless unless you remember 
that the character of the Com­
ing Lord has already been seen 
in Jesus of Nazareth and tjiat 
the experience, in our lives as 
Christians now, of His living 
presence is both based upon the 
historical reality of the days of 
His fiesh and is a clue to the 
kind of thing we can expect 
when we see Him in His full­
ness.

Each of these dreams echoes 
something of the truth as 
shown to the world by God m 
Christ; each of them also con 
tains perversions and distor­
tions of the truth. So each 
needs to see how its true' goals 
can only be reached and its 
perversions eliminated by 
bringing these secular hopes 
under the dominion of God in 
Christ:

“But that.” says the re­
port, “is no mere pious 
act or sentimental notion, but 
somethings which must m- 
volve varied forms of concrete 
service. Thus many may find 
themselves led actively to 
participate in the political 

■ struggle - against racial op 
pression and for the achieve­
ment of a more just economic 
order.

“Tliere is absolutely no 
sanction in the Christian 
Gospel for indifference to 
crying human needs; rather 
the imperative is clear that 
we must do all that is in our 
power to meet them anij find 
the Son of Man Himself in 
the very least of his brethren 
If, indeed, we say that ths 
deepest level of our existence 
lies in the love of God made 
concrete in Jesus Christ, it is 
ours to show this forth not i.i 
word only but in deed.”
The last part of the report 

speaks of “The Christian hope 
and our earthly calling.” . I 
cannot now discuss how we 
might work out the relationship 
in terms of daily life, as we 
think of God in Christ as being 
our peace, our righteousness, 
our freedom, our life, and our 
truth. All those five words 
are very urgently relevant to 
our present world situation.

What I hope I have shown 
is why the Council considered 
that a fresh and firm grappling 
with the meaning of Christian 
hope was the most relevant 
thing that Christians could do, 
as we meet irf a world So full 
of false hopes, so full of hope­
lessness, and so full of people 
who wonder whether all our 
little hopes, for 0;ur children, for 
ourselves, and for peace can all 
be gathered up into some great, 
all-embracfng hope which will 
not let us down.

As Christians, we believe that 
there is such a hope. God is 
not only in the past and pre­
sent; He is all that matters in 
the future.

^ N E  OP the New Testament 
”  phrases to describe what 
Jesus started and continues is 
“the new age.” Already, when 
the power of God really gets 
hold of people, we see lives being 
completely changed. Old and 
strong evil habits are con­
quered; the sick are healed by 
faith; death becomes some­
thing not to fear; men and 
women live already a commu­
nity life of^love and power.

That is how we kncfw - that, 
“the new age” has started—it is 
paying instalments (or “firsc- 
fruits,” as the New Testament 
calls them) of something un­
believably wonderful when the 
whole thing is delivered, when 
present earthly life is over. .

Never mind just when and 
how “the end” is to come. One 
of the things Jesus was quite 
definite about is that we must 
not make wild guesses about 
that because only God knows 
the answer. The point is that, 
v.hatever happens to our lesser 
hopes, the thing that we look 
forward to, in the end, is a com­
pletion of man’s fragmentary 
existence, into which the values 
achieved within history are 
gathered up, to be shared end­
lessly in perfect communion 
by all God’s children.
IN  THE light of that hope we 

must see all men’s other 
hopes. Men were' made to be 
hopeful.

It comes out in three ways 
to-day among those whp have 
not seen the meaning of the 
Christian hope. The report 
speaks of these under the 
l a b e l s  Stalinism, scientifl'' 
humanism, and democratic 
Utopianism.

MELBOURNE ART 
EXHIBITION

The Melbourne “Herald” de­
serves-the highest praise for its 
enterprise in organisir^ the 
open-air art exhibition in the 
Treasury Gardens.

It is of value in revealing how 
far much of our modeim 
civilisation, has drifted away 
from God. Gone, apparently, 
for. the present, are the days 
when men painted or carved 
statutes for the glory of God.

Of the 2300 pictures and 
statues in this exhibition, which 
incidentally has been seen by 
thousands o f people, some are 
by first-rate artists such as 
Esther Paterson and Andor 
Mezaros, but far too many of 
the others look like the work 
of an occupational therapy 
dinic of a mental hospital.

They appeared to be the work 
of people who have yet to have 
their first lesson in either 
drawing. or painting, 'and far 
too many of them reveal the 
sex-obsessed mind of youths in 
tneir early twenties who sport 
a beard and a black beret and 
velvet jacket and call them­
selves artists.

It would be a good idea to 
get a competent psychiatrist to 
Upply the Rorschach tests to 
tnese people to see what their 
day-dreams consist of.

We hope that if the “Herald” 
repeats its adventure with an­
other opea-air exhibition next 
year it will confine it to artists 
whose work will still have some 
value in 50 years time.

—W.F.H.

B O O K  R E V IE W

HUM ANIST  
IDEALS

“ THE HUMANIST TRADI­
TION. H. J .  Bla^ham. Rout- 
ledge and Kegan Paul.
'C’ VEN chough a  ̂ Christian 
^  reader will not agree with 
much in this book, nor with its 
final conclusion, let 'it be said 
at once that it is a most 
thqughtful book, revealing wide 
redding, well documented con­
clusions from the writer’s point- 
of view, and everywhere reveal­
ing a deep charity.

"Nothing could be easier 
than a walk through history, 
on the main roads or the by­
paths, affixing the humanist 
label to satisfactory or less 
satisfactory persoiis, parties,' 
and doctrines, and collecting 
an inheritance in that way.”

So, the writer considers the 
humanist tradition a n d ,  its 
meaning and traces it through 
Greek thought, that of early 
Christian centuries, and on to 
the Renaissance. '  Prom the 
Renaissance he moves to the 
“Enlightenment and After,”  dis­
cussing Bacon, Descarte.s, Locke, 
Hume, Hegel, and Marx.

Then follows a discussion of 
Humanist Ethics and a more 
detailed study of Epicurus, 
Marx, and Marxism. Finally 
he considers t h e  Cliristian 
Tradition mainly through the 
writings of Reinhold Niebuhr.

He .sums up his attitude 
thus; “The Christian sense 
that humanism is all right as 
far as it goes, that it does not 
go far enough, that it ought to 
become ‘true humanism, 'theo- 
centric humanism,’ is, of 
course, matched by the human­
ist conviction that humanism 
is both sufficient and more uni­
versal than -ttrue humanism’.”

The controversy to-day is not 
unlike that of the deists and 
Christians in the 18th century. 
As then the Christian Faith 
prevailed, so now Christians 
expect a like result. The 
author is not sure. He honestly 
feels that Christianity presents 
a false view of life and that 
humanism is the final truth,

—J.S.A.
(Our copy Irom. -Walter Standlsh 

and  ̂ Sons, Sydney,.)
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THE WILL OF GOD REGARDING
HEALTH In worship, as William Temple so often said, 

we open our minds and our hearts and souls to the 
truth, heauty and goodness of Cod.

B y  t h e  B is h o p  o f  A d e l a id e , t h e  R ig h t  R e v e r e n d  B . P . R o b in

TP we are to think aright about 
the Church’s Ministry of 

Healing, such thinking must 
clearly try first to penetrate to 
the theological roots of the 
subject. We must get our minds 
clear first as to the will of God 
in regard to health.

The importance of clear and 
true thinking on this funda­
mental matter of God’s will 
needs little, if any, demonstra­
tion.

The Ofliee for the ’Visitation 
of the Sick in the Book of 
Common Prayer declares, for 
instance, t o  t h e  sufferer— 
“Whatsoever your sickness is, 
know you certainly, that it .is 
God’s visitation.”

If we are to conclude from 
this that physical death, and 
the disorders which precede it. 
are plaimed and purposed by 
the mind and will of God, then 
all who seek to remove or cure 
or delay them are found to be 
fighting against God, and the 
whole medical fraternity and 
all engaged in the ministries of 
healing ought to be excom­
municated and abolished.

If, on the other hand, we 
believe that the will of an 
Omnipotent God for man is 
life and health, what answer 
shall we give to those poor 
muddled minds that ask us so 
often—“Why does God allow 
these evils?” “Why, particu­
larly, should the innocent be 
allowed to suffer?” or “Why 
■should this happen to me?”

We shall evidently have to 
distinguish between the Abso­
lute and the Conditional will of 
God, or if you like, between the 
Active and the Permissive, y -  
most the positive and negative 
wili of God.

Let us c.onsider first this mat­
ter of the Absolute or Positive 
will of God, and let us begin 
where the Bible begins. We do 
not look to the early chapters 
of Genesis as handbooks of 
historical, geological or bio- 
Ic^lcal truth.

But we do find there what 
books of history, geology or bio­
logy often fail to give us—the 
profound insight of spiritual 
inspiration into the eternal- 
verities, into the n a t u r e ,  
character, mind and will o f 
God.

And the first Creation story 
ends with the w ords~“God saw 
everything that he had made, 
and, behold, it was very good.”

The Christian Scientists, I 
believe, regard all pain and 
similar evil as illusion. You will 
remember the- apposite limer­
ick:

‘“There was a young lady of 
Deal

Who said, ‘Although pain 
isn’t real,

‘When I sit on a pin, ^
‘And it punctures the skin,
‘I dislike what I  fancy I 

feel’.” •
TP we could swallow that, then 

that doctrine of the un­
reality of evil might help to 
remove any clash with the 
doctrine of the goodness of 
creation. But it seems further 
to involve the supposition that 
our Lord’s sufferings in the 
Passion were an elaborate sham 
palmed off by God upon un­
witting men.

We believe that pain and 
death and sin are evil and 
terrible realities. We believe 
■that S. Paul was not deceiving 
himself when he pin-pointed 
the real enemies of God and 
man. “We wrestlp against the 
principalities, a g a i n s t  the 
powers, against the world- 
rulers ’ of this darkness, against 
the spiritual hosts of wicked­
ness in the heavenly places.”

And yet we believe that the 
whole created order as it exist­
ed ill the mind and purpose of 
God, and as it came into being 
by the will of God, was “very 
good.”

I f we turn to the second and 
more primitive Creation story 
in Genesis, the same 'spiritual 
Insight, and inspiration enable 
us to penetrate through the 
incidental externals of the 
story to the eternal verities 
behind. ,

We see the mind, the purpose 
and will of God bestowing three 
great gifts on men. Each of 
them has a deep significance 
for our thoughts upon this 
subject.

^First—the gift of life. “The 
Lord God breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life.”

Life—not death, not the 
crippled, shackled, distorted life 
of disease, disorder and decay, 
but life—of body, mind and 
spirit. Neither death nor disr 
ease is in the picture. They 
have no place in the plan.

As the Wisdom of Solomon 
says—“God made not death
___He created all things that
they might have being, and the 
generative powers of the world 
are healthful, and there is no 
poison of destruction in them.” 
(Wisdom ch. 1, 13 ff.)

“But,” says our unthinking 
thinker, “ this is only a small 
planet after all. I f  people were 
to go on being born and none 
were to die, what -about ‘leb- 
ensraum’ and the food prob­
lem?” The answer, it seems to 
me, is plain to read when you 
turn to the Gospel and the 
Second Adam.

There you see man as God 
meant him—means him—to be, 
literally a second Adam, un­
trammelled, uncrippled, like 
the first, by an evil heritage, 
but refusing, unhke the first 
Adam, the specious road of 
independence and separation 
from God, taking . his decision 
at twelve years old (“I must 
be in my Father’s house” ), and 
holding through all things that 
road of utter dependence and 
union with the Father.
V O U  see accordingly what 

you would expect to see 
when man is as God made him 
to be—the real Adam “having 
the dominion” which God de­
signed for him over the whole 
natural and hiunan environ­
ment, “ the Master.”

You trace His life tits se­
quence) is perhaps clearest in S. 
Luke) through a series of 
ascending triumphs to the 
great climax on Mt. Hermon.

He has reached ■ the perfect 
prime of life. He is thirty- 
three. And there, as you watch, 
what you see is like what you 
see when you put a sheet of 
paper on a hot fire.

It burns and glows for a 
moment, the fire takes, meta­
morphoses,- “ transfigures” it, till 
its substance is changed and 
taken up and passes eut of 
sight. It is of that process, I  
have long believed, that you 
see the first stages in the 
Transfiguration.

You see man as God meant 
him to be, passing as God 
meant him to pass, without 
disease, the decay of age or the 
corruption of death—^passing in 
glowing splendour into the 
timeless, spaceless haven of his 
true destiny.

Set that picture o r  a human 
passing beside the death-beds 
as you know them, the decay, 
the tears, the undertakers, and 
the worms (some of you have 
seen bodies that have been a 
few days buried), and ask your­
self which way of passing is 
the will of God.

We speak sometimes of a 
“beautiful death” or a^ ’beauti- 
ful old age.”  It is not death, 
nor old age with its pitiful dis­
abilities and problems and the 
shackles it so often lays upon 
young lives—it is not these that 
are beautiful.

It is the triumph of the 
spirit, o f the grace of God, over 
them that is beautiful.

Before passing on, let me sum 
up the implications of what I 
have been saying. Our Lord in 
His Incarnate Life was precisely 
what S. Paul calls Him, “ the 
second Adam,” the new Genesis 
or beginning. I f you will sit 
down and read the Gospel 
according to S. Lu?e through 
at a sitting, so as to apprehend 
the developing sequence of the 
life, you will see that it falls 
into two clearly marked parts.

’The dividing point, at which 
the Life suddenly takes a new 
direction, and at which a quite

new motif begins to be domi­
nant, is the Transfiguration in 
chapter 9. Up to that point the 
dcminant motif is Life.

You are being shown human 
life as God willed and planned 
it—still wills and plans it; you 
are seeing Adam taking the 
course God meant him to take.

You see the serenity , and the 
perfect balance, at-cne-ment 
and integration, the power, the 
mastery, the steadjr ascent to 
the prime and maturity of life, 
-and in perfectly logical, se­
quence the beginning of the 
splendid passing.

“As He was praying, the 
fashion of His countenance was 
altered, and His raiment 'oe- 
came' white and dazzling.”
A N D  in the next verse you 

would expect to read, “So 
He passed over and all the 
trumpets sounded for Him on 
the other side.” You have been 
shown in those eight and a half 
chapters of S. L u k e  t h e  
Absolute will of God for man 
in dazzling operation.

And there in mid-flight the 
ascending triumphant' series is 
suddenly halted with a jar—as 
if a comet had struck some 
body in mid-space and had its 
whole course deflected. If the 
purpose of the Incarnation 
had been merely to demon­
strate the Absolute will of God, 
the gospel might have ended at 
the Transfiguration.

But man has fallen, and the 
purpose of the Incarnation is 
not only to demonstrate but to 
deliver. From the revelation of 
the Absolute will of God in the 
first half of the gospel, you 
pass suddenly to the revelation 
of the Conditional will of God 
in the second half.

The Transfiguratior — tha 
half-completed Passing ,—  is 
halted. The first great move­
ment of the music—^wlth its 
motif of Life—ends suddenly.

The direction changes and 
the key shifts into the minor, 
and with Moses and Elijah He 
“spake of the decease” (the 
word in the Greek is exodos)-^ 
the way out, the deliverance 
“which He was about to accom­
plish at Jerusalem”  for Him­
self and for mankind.

Mt. Hermon is no longer the 
climactic summit from which 
the perfect hfe takes off into 
the heavenly places. It be­
comes the Pisgah from which 
He sees and accepts the Condi­
tional will of God, looks down 
the length of -Palestine from 
Hermon to Jerusalem, sees the 
dark cleft of Jordan between 
Him and the city of God, and 
knows—like Moses—that if the 
fallen people of God are to be 
delivered, the Deliverer must 
die.

Not the Absolute but—in view 
of the Fall—the Conditional, 
the Permissive will of God is— 
Life through Death — Mors 
Janua Vitae.

And you mark that we who 
lie under sentence of death— 
we who must die—can only be 
delivered by One who is free 
from that sentence—^who need 
not, would not, have died, but 
Who stepped into the arena, 
and like some champion wrest­
ler took death in His arms and 
crushed the power out of him— 
for us, dethroned him for all 
believers and condemned him 
to stand henceforth as the 
mere doorkeeper of the House 
of God.

So then^ in my belief, in the 
Absolute will of God neither 
weakness nor disease, neither 
decay nor old age nor death 
have place in human life—but 
life progressive and eternal was 
God’s first gift in the Creation.,

’The second gift was Free­
dom. “Of every tree”—every 
tree; including both the tree of 
death and the tree of life— 
“thou mayest freely eat.” Real 
freedom—as real and much 
more so—than that which Kin : 
John gave his people in the 
Great Charter.

And in the sheer reaUty of 
that gift lies the answer to 
those questions of the untaught 
or unthinking mind.

This address was given by 
Bishop Robin at a Confer­
ence on Christian Healing 
held in the Chapter House, 
S. Paul’s Cathedral, Mel­
bourne, on November 17, 
1953.

It has aroused consider­
able interest in medical 
circles, and is being studied 
by members of tl^  medical 
staff in one of the Mel­
bourne metropolitan hospi­
tals.

•MAGNA CARTA freed the 
people, but bound the King. 

However much power he may 
have, he may not interfere in 
the lives of his people, nor use 
force for their coercion. So 
with this gift of God.

“Why,” men ask, “does God 
allow this, or not stop that? 
Because He has made men 
really free, and whatever the 
consequences to Him or them, 
“the Lord is not a man that 
He should repent,”  and what­
ever w'e may do. He, stands by 
His contract 

He may not and will not use 
His power to interfere, for that 
would be to destroy the very 
human nature He created, and 
make us not men but puppets.

And even when in the ful­
ness of time God “sent forth 
His Son,” that sending waited 
till a peasant girl had said, 
“Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord. Be it unto me according 
to Thy word.”

Here then is the JCingdom of 
God. Here :s the Civltas Dei. 
Here is the only and the real 
democracy. jGod :.nd man in 
free partnership and loving and 
intelligent co-operation. But— 
the Kingdom has frontiers.

And if man disowns the 
sovereignty of God, disclaims 
his citizenship, he steps across 
the frohtier.

On the “v/all of partition” 
which separated Gentile from 
Jew in fee Temple precincts, 
there were notices which said 
—“No man of another nation 
to enter within the fence. Who­
ever is caught will have himself 
to blame that his death en­
sues.”

So on the frontiers of the 
Civitas Dei it is written of the 
forbidden fruit—“In the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou 
Shalt surely die.”

Mankind disobeyed, crossed 
the frontier, became a Dis­
placed Person, and “has him­
self to blame” that death—the 
death of the body—is thence­
forth his lot. »

But more than this. 'When 
he steps out of that Kingdom 
where God’s writ runs, )vhat 
does he step into? He becomes 
a “stateless man.” He steps 
into outlawry and anarchy.

Having refused -fee sove­
reignty of God, and being un­
able td exercise sovereignty 
himself, he finds himself in a 
realm of chaos and disorder, 
where without apparent rhyme 
or reason or discrimination, 
disaster of a hundred kinds 
may break upon him at any 
moment from any quarter, gnd 
where “those evils which the 
craft and subtilty of the devil 
or man workefe against us,” 
may fall on anyon^ from any­
where at any moment.

Professor Butterfield (in 
“Christianty and H i s t o r y,” 
pages 69—70) has reminded us 
that we of the twentieth cen­
tury have been deluded by the 
vast barriers which science and 
organisation have e r e c t e d  
against fire, famine, plague and 
violence—deluded into assum­
ing that the world was now to 
be a safe place to live in.

He finds no difficulty— n̂or 
should we—in adducing evid­
ence that after that short and 
most unusual breathing-space 
“history has resumed its risky, 
cataclysmic character.”

T>UT once-more the untutored 
and the unreflecting among 

whom so largely our ministry 
lies, ask us—“'Why c’.rculd this 

(Continued on Page 11)

Our act of worship is a con­
centration of all our being, 
all our faculties; we do what 
we hope we can continue to 
do in a less intense but just 
as real way throughout the 
rest of the week.
This follows then surely; If 

we offer anything less than our 
-best in worship, if we come 
merely to listen, or to be enter­
tained, how impossible for us 
to go away with anything that 
will mould our life in the days 
ahead. “So run that ye may 
obtain,” said S. Paul, and we 
may add in the spirit of those 
w'ords: so worship that you 
may make life itself an act of 
worship.

’The Church of England does 
not like doing things by halves. 
We are Catholic and reformed: 
we are invested with apostolic 
authority, but at the same time 
we possess a spirit of freedom 
which keeps us always sensitive 
to new truth.

Our, worship and our hynms 
reflect the same breadth of 
outlook. We are able to pray 
and to sing according to the 
pattern of the Christian year— 
in penitence, adoration, invoca­
tion and praise, our hymns 
lead us through the great doc­
trines of the Church. Whether 
we are singing ancient plain- 
song, post-reformation music, 
or robust modern hymns, we 
are able to express some aspect 
of the faith as it has come 
to us . down the ages.

“ I will sing with the spirit, 
and I will sing with the under­
standing also,”  we read in-the 
first epistle to the Corinthians.

To “sing with the spirit”- is 
not oniy to sing with convic­
tion, it is to express the spirit 
of Christianity in all its as­
pects.

Perhaps we dq not sing our 
music with the fiemendous en­
thusiasm of the Metho’dists, or 
with the vigour of a revival 
meeting, but then if we sing 
our hymns intelligently, 
should ngt always want to do 
so.

Let us think, then, of that 
part of our worship which we 
offer in “psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs” . When we 
join with the choir and con­
gregation in the great hymns 
of the Church, let us sing with 
the understanding.

What does that mean?
It means first of all choosing 

worthy hymns — those of us 
who make the choice — hymns 
that can become as incense to 
prayer, a sacramental offering 
of sound that goes eddying up 
to heaven with all that is best 
of us in mind, heart and spirit.

I f a service is full of subjec­
tive hymns, hymns that turn 
us back to ourselves, to our 
weaknesses and failures, our 
earthiness, we cannot properly 
offer our best. And, of course, 
the pattern of our Anglican ser­
vices gives us the answer here.

We come to worship, as we 
must, fully conscious of our im­
perfections, but the remedy is 
there right at the start. We 
confess our sins and receive 
the absolution.

It is unreal to continue to 
sing then, throughout the ser­
vice, about ourselves and our 
sins. Having been restored to 
the presence of God, we come 
as we are, less than we should 
be, but anxious to be better 
than we are.

And so our worship and our 
hymns should become, at this 
stage, God centred.. Cur service 
should rise, step by step, to a 
high pitch of praise, and then, 
only then (because we are 
human, and unable to sustain 
this degree o f  pure worship), 
we may retmn to reflective 
hymns, and 'th e  thought of 
linking our worship with the 
day by day life ahead of us.

Secondly, let us sing with the 
understanding, by using worthy 
music.

Noble words cannot wrestle 
with bad music. I f  they are so 
coupled, we lose the best value 
of our worship. Not only do 
we offer something poor to 
God, but we take away some­
thing poor.

No one imagines that God is 
a kind of musical highbrow

Who will not listen to anything 
that suggests Moody and San- 
key. Moody and Sankey have 
had a proper place in the sal­
vation of souls.

We are thinking, however, of 
worshipping with the under­
standing, giving our minds as 
well as our hearts to God, and- 
we know that we should not 
have to stop thinking when we 
sing. And so we choose worthy 
tunes.

But I think there is more in 
it than that. The Greeks 
taught that music was one of 
the soul’s best teachers. That 
is true, but the point I wish to 
make here is that on a purely 
psychological level we can be 
influenced by the music we 
like to sing.

What harm is there in sing­
ing sentimental or weak tunes? 
On the face of it, very little. 
But I am sure that music gets 
far below the surface of oUr 
minds, deep down into our be­
ing, and there it can either 
discipline or weaken us.

Poor music in our worship 
will make our souls poorer. 
Worthy music will make our 
souls richer.

I said a moment ago that 
music was a teacher. The Holy 
Spirit of God is the supreme 
teacher, who leads us into all 
the truth.

NEW CHRIST CHURCH 
SCHOOL

A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 
London, December II 

The Duchess of Kent set 
the foundation - stone of 
the new Christ Church 
SChooi,- S|. Maryiebone, on 
December 3.
It -is hoped that the school 

will be completed in 18 months’ 
time.

The original Christ Church 
School -. as founded in 1834.

It was a matter of principle 
that the parents paid something 
towards the cost of their child­
ren’s schooling.

’Thus, for the first child of a 
family, fee parents paid two­
pence a iveek and, for each sub­
sequent child, a penny.

Parents were to see that their 
children appeared at school 
with “hands and face clean, 
hair cut short and combed, and 
clofees neatly mended-.”

They were to look to their 
children’s “morals, manners 
and conduct,” and not to allow 
them to run about the streets 
after dark.

In 1949 these premises had to 
be closed because the ceilings 
were unsafe and the floors 
undermined by dry-rot.

Building began on a new 
school last September.

It will accommodate 280 
pupils in Its infant and primary 
classes, and will cost just over 
£50,000.

LEEDS CHURCH MAY 
CLOSE

A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 
London, December 16 

The Church of S. Edward, 
King and Martyr, Holbeck, 
Leeds, which was built in 
1904 at a cost of over £30,000, 
is in danger of closing down.
Its fate will be decided next 

year, when the present vicar, 
the Reverend W. Hum, moves to 
All Souls’ , Blackman Lane.

The Pastoral Committee of 
the Diocese of Ripon will give 
its. verdict on the church after 
hearing reports about fee size 
of the congregations and other 
details.

The church was built by the 
late Honorable Mrs. Emily 
Charlotte Meynell Ingram, an 
aunt of the present Lord 
Halifax.

The church is kno-sdn all over 
the world, and has a reputation 
of being “a nursery of ordina­
tion candidates.’'

The present vicar has in six 
years raised the average congre­
gation from between 20 and 25 
tc between 60 and 70, and fee 
annual collection income from 
about £125 to over £400.

S. Edward’s, is the only 
Anglo-Catholic church in the 
locality; it has recently been re­
stored and Improved.
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A I M S  A N D  I D E A L S  O F  
C H R I S T I A N  A C T I O N

3 y  a  S pecial C orrespondent 
Canon L. J. Collins, of S. Paul’s Cathedral, 

London, has attracted world-wide attention through 
his attack on the colour bar in South Africa.

Canon Collins is the chairman of Christian 
Action, and recently sent the present writer in­
formation about this movement. That information 
forms the basis of this article.

Father T. Corbishley, of the 
Roman Catholic Church, and 
many other peers, politicians, 
Churchmen, and writers.

Canon Collins has expressed 
the hope that Christian Action

I^HRISTIAN ACTION is not 
a new religious movement, 

neither is it a new political 
party, and it must not be con 
fused with Christian Political 
Action.

Christian Action claims that 
when Christians divorce the 
realm of religion from that of 
secular activity, the Church 
loses its spiritual vitality and 
society falls into corruption.

The reason for this is that 
written into every l i n e  of 
Christ’s teaching is an unbreak­
able fabric of relationships. His 
teaching insists t h a t  human 
nature can touch reality and 
know God only in action.

The Gospel proclaims in un- 
mstakable language that faith 
and life are both betrayed when 
the unity of experience is broken 
by the separation o f worship 
from work, theory from practice 
or feeling from doing.

Christianity charges men and 
women to put their faith into 
action for the love of God and 
the service of man.

Many Christians feel that the 
Churches play an insignificant 
part in the public affairs o f the 
nation. As individuals they 
want to act, but there is a great 
gulf fixed between the will and 
the deed. No individual can 
command sufficient resources of 
strength and courage to coun­
teract the social forces that are 
at work on him.

The followers of Our Lord 
were in a similar situation con­
fronted by the temporal power 
o f the Caesars and He taught 
them that there was only one 
way to overcome such a menace. 
Everyone desiring to contend 
with it must be strengthened 
by the invisible power of a liv­
ing fellowship. 
rpH E  Church does offer this 
•L living fellowship, but too 

few accept it. To blame the 
Chinch is only to confess our 
own desire to evade responsi­
bility. Only our action can 
recreate its power and resolu­
tion.

This is the religious and 
social situation that has given 
impetus and rise to the move­
ment called Christian Action. 
This movement has a three­
fold purpose. It wants to en­
courage and help Christians to 
build up within the Churches, 
or between them, living units 
or groups of persons determined 
to make fellowship a practical 
reality.

Secondly, it wants, through 
these groups, to remind all 
Christians of their responsi­
bility to participate actively as 
Christians on the social, poli­
tical, and economic life of the 
community to which they be­
long.

And thirdly. It wants to en­
courage them to fulfil this re­
sponsibility by providing from 
time to time opportunity for 
them to do so, whether cor­
porately or individually.

Christian Action is unde­
nominational and non-party, 
uniting in a fellowship of com­
mon purpose, Anglicans, Roman 
C a t h o l i c s ,  Presbyterians, 
Methodists, and all denomina­
tions, also members of most 
political parties.

Canon Collins’s attack on the 
South African colour ban is an 
example of the way in which 
Christian Action is trying to 
focus public opinion, but always 
as a prelude to action.

Already this action has In­
cluded work for reconciliation 
between Germany and Britain; 
aid for refugees and famine 
victims; efforts to bring posi­
tive Christian thought and ac­
tion to bear upon the problems 
o f  war and peace, practical sup­
port for the Reverend Michael 
Scott and others in their vali­
ant fight for the human rights 
o f  coloured peoples.

Many distinguished citizens 
Of Great Britain are supporters 
o f  Christian Action, including 
Lord Jowett, J. Arthur Rank, 
Sir Compton Mackenzie, the 
Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral,

may spread to other parts of 
the world. T h o s e  desiring 
further information s h o u l d  
write him at 2 Amen Court, 
London, E.C.4.

AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE 
OF THEOLOGY 

1953 CLASS LISTS
Associate in Theology (Tb.A.) 

In  Order of Merit 
First Class: '‘Nancarrow, Mrs. 

Mima Dawn (Gippsl a n d ) ;  
■•Bale, Frederick John (Syd­
ney); Watson, Peter John Ray­
mond (Sydney).

Second Class: Owen, Gwyneth 
(Perth); tDaws, Mavis Thelma 
(Melbourne); tBlshop, Mrs. 
Ida Margaret (Melbourne); 
‘ Thompson, Alfreda Joy (Syd­
ney); Johnson, Leonard Wil­
liam (Bunbury).

Pass: Biggs, Allan (Perth); 
‘ Russell, Janet Louie-Ann 
(Sydney); Cull, Douglas Owen, 
B.Ec. (Armidale); Bracken, 
Tasman Royce (Tasmania). 
Passed the First Half of the 

Examination 
In Order of Merit 

Gladman, Jean Amelia (Mel­
bourne) ; ‘ Cave, Shirley Eleanor 
(Sydney); Kfing, Noel Betty 
(Melbourne); ‘ Goodwin, Ken­
neth Leslie (Sydney); Spear- 
ritt, Selwyn (Brisbane); Reid, 
Norman Colin (Brisbane); *St. 
George, Michelle (Adelaide); 
Gehrmann, Hal, B.A., BE!., 
Brisbane; Alderson, Patricia 
Mary (Bunbury); Jones, Beryl 
Olive ( P e r t h ) ;  tPritchard, 
Evelyn Constance (Melbourne); 
‘ Huggins, Thomas (Gippsland); 
tTrinder, Edward John Martin 
(Melbourne); ‘ Krieg, Colleen 
Margaret (Adelaide); ‘ Hutton, 
Ralph James Cameron (Syd­
ney); Wadley, Constance Maud 
(Brisbane); Copelin, Margaret 
(Brisbane); tAblett, Dulcie Joy 
(Melbourne); Kittelty, Alice 
Mary (Melbourne), and Cars- 
tens, Gloria Jeanette (Bris­
bane); Taylor, Jean Suzanne 
( A d e l a i d e ) ;  Greig, Diana 
Whitelaw ( P e r t h ) ;  ‘ Wells, 
Mary Sylverius (Brisbane) ; 
‘ Phllpott, Theodore Guy (Bal­
larat); Blomfield, Joyce (Can- 
berra-Goulburn); F l e t c h e r ,  
Audrey Evelyn, A.A.U.Q. (Bris­
bane); Brain,'Pamela Rosaline 
(Perth); ‘ Sankey, David Arthur 
(Gippsland), and Hagan, James 
Frederick (Canberra - G  o u 1 - 
burn); ‘ Ross, Isabel Claire 
(Brisbane); Hewitt, Mrs. Rose 
Mary (Brisbane); Crompton, 
Ian D i c k i n s o n  (Adelaide); 
‘ Powell, Maurice W i l l i a m  
(Grafton); tOstrom, V e r a  
(Melbourne); Ward, Robert 
Edward (Tasmania); ‘ Mitchell, 
Ellen Isabel (Carpentaria); 
tGebardi, Ephraim (Carpen­
taria).

Held Over
Goode, Edith Florence (Perth). 
Passed in Single Subjects 

1, Old Testament. 2, Doctrine. 
3, Religious Education 
In Alphabetical Order 

tCallagham, Meryyn Arthur, 
2,3 (Melbourne); ‘ Cook, Thelma 
Emily, 2 (Rockh a m p t o n ) ; 
tDuver, Dorothy Mavis, 3 (Mel­
bourne) ; ‘ Gale, Doreen, 3 
(Armidale); ‘ Llghtbody, Mrs. 
Lilian Winifred, 3 (Grafton); 
MacPherson, Olive Jean, 2,3 
(Adelaide); tMcMillan, Shir­
ley, 1,3 (Melbourne); ‘ Paton, 
Ivy May, 2 (Carpentaria); 
tSenlor, Barbara McClelland, 2 
(Melbourne).
t Department of Youth and 

Religious Educ;ation, M e 1 - 
bourne.

• General Board of Religious 
Education.

t Native of Thursday Island.
“HELD OVER” means that 

the candidate is not required to 
do that part of the examina­
tion again, but must do better 
in the remaining part.

DIOCESAN NEW S
BALLARAT

ORDINATION
T he bishop ordained to  the 

priesthood in  S. John ’s Church, 
Horsham, on  Decem ber 21, the 
Reverend John  G reenw ood and 
the Reverend Jack W ills.

BATHURST
COOLAH

Archdeacon Stockdale, o f  G unne- 
dah, was guest speaker at a 
m others’ and  daughters’ tea at 
Coolah during the patronal 
festival octave. Visitors were w el­
com ed by the J. A. Leader, Miss 
B etty Scott, and later were en ­
tertained by a programme o f  
play-reading and part-singing. 
Prior to  the tea, th e mem bers o f  
the Junior Anglicans, having 
served th eif probation, were badged 
and adm itted. The archdeacon 
preached th e  occasional serm on.

SICK
Archdeacon L. W alker has not 

been well, bu t is on  th e road to  
recovery. T he cathedral treasurer, 
Miss A. Godfrey, has had  m any 
weeks in  hospital, b u t  is also im ­
proving,

ORDINATION
The Bishop o f B athurst con ­

ducted th e service o f  “ The Form 
and M anner o f  Making o f 
Deacons’* in the parish church o f  
Condobolin  o n  S. Thom as’ Day, 
Decem ber 21, when John Gardiner, 
Stanley Hessey and K enneth 
Mason were m ade deacons for  
service in  the diocese. The Young 
Anglicans o f Forbes paid all the 
training fees for  their Y .A. candi­
date, K en Mason, at S. John’s 
College. He jo in  th e  B.G.S. 
staff,

FETES AND MEETINGS
Lyndhurst (Carcoar), and 

O ’Connell Parish held successful 
fetes during th e m onth . M others’ 
Union branches at East Orange 
and Blayney, also held  gatherings.

ALL SAINTS’ COLLEGE
Many members o f  the School 

Cadet Corps will take part in  the 
Bathuret welcom e to  Her M ajesty 
th e Queen and the Duke o f 
Edinburgh on  February 12. One 
o f  the senior boys has also been 
chosen to  journey to  Canberra for  
the welcom e in  th e capital city. 
A num ber o f  the Asian students 
were successful prize-w inners at 
the school’s  annual speech day re­
cently.

OBERON
A  com plete parish register o f  

parishioners in  file system  awaits 
a rector w ho m ay be appointed to  
th e vacant Parish o f Oberon. 
Members o f th e  G uild  and M.U. 
prepared the rectory and church 
fo r  the relieving priest w ho is in  
charge until Christmas Day.

C.E.B.S. boys also gave a  hand 
in  work around the church  pro­
perty. Mrs. Bailey, M.U. presi­
dent, cu t the cake at the branch ’s 
end-of-year party.

An “ Asian Night** on  Decem ber 
17, benefited th e  Toddlers’ Home 
Appeal. Oberon -this year will 
give more to  the appeal than all 
previous years p u t together. Quite 
a num ber o f  diocesan parishes 
w ill break records this year for  
the Children's Homes Appeal.

KALGOORLIE
ORDINATION

O n Sunday m orning, Decem ber 
20, the Bishop o f  Kalgoorlie 
ordained to  the priesthood the 
Reverend Peter Irwin Cape, in  his 
Cathedral Church o f S. Joh n  the 
Baptist. Mr. Cape arrived re­
cently  from  New Zealand, where 
he had been ordained deacon last 
year by the B ishop o f  Christ­
church  by Letters Dim issory from  
the Bishop o f  Kalgoorlie. After 
taking his degree in  1949, Mr. 
Cape worked for  som e years as a 
journalist and author. He has 
spent th e past tw o years at 
Selwyn College, Dunedin, where 
he studied for Holy Orders under 
the direction o f  th e W arden o f 
the-C ollege, the Reverend Father 
Perkins, o f  th e Oratory o f  the 
G ood  Shepherd.

This ordination will be the first 
to  be held  in S. Joh n ’s Cathedral 
for  nearly ten  years. The Reverend 
Peter Cape w ill assist the rector 
o f  the Cathedral Parish, A rch­
deacon G . S. Coxon, w ho will 
present the candidates and preach 
th e occasional serm on a t the 
ordination service.

MELBOURNE
SPRING VALE

During November the parish 
bazaars were held  and resulted in 
a tota l o f  £326— Clayton securing 
the best result w ith £96. S. M at­
thew ’s, Mulgrave, had a delightful 
Sunday school prize giving.

The Spring Vale church  was 
crowded fo r  the children ’s  ann i­
versary on  N ovem ber 29, when 
Bishop D onald Baker preached on 
the “ Parable o f  Panama.”

RIVERINA
NEW RECTORY AT BALRANALD

The illness o f  the prlest-in - 
charge, the Reverend R. J. V in ­
cent, had caused the postpone­
m ent o f  the bishop ’s visit earlier 
in th e year, b u t even so, the 
rectory was n o t  quite com plete 
when the day fo r  its blessing ar­
rived. Simday, Decem ber 6, com ­
m enced w ith  Holy Com m union 
for wom en and girls at 6.30 a.m.; 
for m en and boys, at 8 a.m., fo l­
low ed by the Com m union Break­
fast.

The blessing o f  the rectory took 
place at 3.30 p.m . in the presence 
o f  a  large gathering o f  parish­

ioners. This was follow ed  by 
Evensong at 4.45 p.m ., and the 
Sacram ent o f  C onfirm ation at
7.30 p.m. On this day people from  
all parts o f  the parish were pre­
sent for  the celebrations, and 
rem ained throughout th e day, 
being entertained and sustained 
by provisions supplied by the 
W om en’s G uild. A bus load were 
present from  M oulam ein and 
som e cam e m ore than  seventy 
m iles to  show  their in te r ^ t  and 
give their support,

NEW ADDRESS
In  spite o f  w riting to  everyone 

w ho sends us anything, it  is still 
necessary to  in form  all corres­
pondents that the new  address 
fo r  B ishop ’s Lodge, and  for  
Church Office, is  P.O. B ox 10, N ar 
randera.

COMPLETED RECTORY
The latter part o f  the year has 

brought several events, which 
stand ou t as unusual fo r  th is 
diocese. A t th e end o f  October, 
the bishop, accom fpanied  by the 
Archdeacon o f  Hay, Venerable V.
E. Twigg, visited Lake Cargelligo 
on  the occasion  o f th e blessing 
and opening o f  the com pleted 
rectory. For m any years the fron t 
portion  had stood  in  detached 
grandeur, bu t now  through the 
enthusiasm  and energy o f  an 
iqterested body o f  parishioners 
and the rector, the Reverend B.
J. Thom as, th e w hole building 
has been com pleted  in  brick, and 
constitutes a very fine building, 
a credit to  the Church and to  the 
parish.

TASMANIA
MOONAH C.E.M.S.

On Sunday, November 29, a 
corporate com m union was cele­
brated in  S, M ary’s fo r  members 
o f  the C.E.M.S. During th e  ser­
vice, the new  banner, donated to 
the branch, was dedicated and 
placed in  its position  in  the 
Sanctuary by the chaplain. 
Canon I. J. B. M acdonald. A 
breakfast, at w hich  the presi­
dent, Brother J. Press, was pre­
sent, fo llow ed  th e service.

PARISH PRIESTS 
NEEDED

A n glican  N e w s  S ervice 
London, November 13 

A proposal to revise dio­
cesan boundaries was dis­
cussed yesterday by the 
Church Assembly, when the 
autumn session was resumed 
at Church House, Westmin­
ster. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury presided.
The subject was raised in the 

following motion introduced by 
the Dean of Winchester:—

“That in view of the move­
ment of population in the 
dountry during the last 30 
years, of the experience gained 
as a result of the establishment 
of new dioceses during that 
period, and of the serious re­
duction in the number of bene- 
ficies and of clergy available 
for parochial work, a com­
mittee be appointed to inquire 
into the size, composition and 
boundaries of the dioceses in 
England and report.”

Dr. Selwyn said that the 
purpose of the motion was to 
see whether a contribution to 
thf work of the Church could 
be made by improving and 
simplifying its administration 
at diocesan level.

The situation disclosed by 
current statistics was disquiet­
ing.

Since 1923 the number of 
baptisms was down by 11 per 
cent., confirmations by 40 per 
cent., and communicants by 17i 
per cent., at a time when the 
population was rapidly increas­
ing.

There should be a drastic 
reduction in the number of 
benefices in some dioceses.

There was a difficulty in 
finding men for important 
parochial posts in town and 
country, and too large a pro­
portion of men in Holy Orders 
were wearing gaiters.

To use a military analogy, 
there were too many staff 
officers, too few regimental 
officers, and too few private 
soldiers.

They must release manpower 
at. the top to be used for neces­
sary work in the parishes.

BERLIN CHURCH
A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 

London, December 17 
At a service in . the British 

Church of S. George, Berlin, on 
December 20, the Governing 
M a y o r  of the City, Dr. 
Schreiber, will hand over to the 
Bishop of Pulhans, as represen­
tative of the Bishop of Ijondon, 
a contract granting the British 
community in Berlin the use of 
the church free of all taxes for 
a period of 100 years.

I T H E  W I L L  O F  G O D  R E G A R D I N G  
! H E A L T H

(Continued from Page 10)
happen to me?” And still more 
—“ Why should the innocent 
suffer?”

The answer is to be found in 
the third of the three great 
gifts I mentioned from the 
Creation story. The first is life, 
the second is freedom, the third 
is fellowship. “It is not good 
that the man should be alone 
. . . .”  “And they were both 
naked, and were not ashamed.”

Here, behind the simple sur­
face tale, is all human society 
in embryo. And in God’s gift 
and plan the unity between His 
children is so close that you 
and I  can always look each 
other in the eyes, with no fear, 
no plots, no shames, no ambi­
tions, no lusts to make us build 
round ourselves those little 
citadels which each of us de­
fends so stoutly.

But give to fellowship an­
other name— t̂he name in 
which the trades unions glory 
—solidarity—and you see at 
once that this Inexorable law 
which runs through all time 
and space has not only its 
glories but its terrors.

That which is the dream of 
life as it might be is also the 
nightmare of life as it is.

Both in the dimension of 
time and in that of space we 
are “bound up In the bundle of 
life” with all our fellows, and 
we are not even free either 
from the sweet influence of the 
Pleiades or from the bands of 
Orion.

As William Temple once said, 
with a chuckling allusion to his 
own physique—“When I walk 
across this platform, I disturb 
the balance of the universe.” 
Your hair is black or blonde 
because someone or other in­
vaded England 1,000 or 1,500 
years ago. You share the wis­
dom of Socrates, the art of 
Leonardo and the music of 
Bach or Beethoven.

And children are born blind 
in the twentieth century be­
cause of what crusaders did in 
Palestine in the eleventh cen- 
tuiy.

And as in the dimension of 
time, so in that of space, our 
papers every day record the 
lovely, terrible, inescapable fact 
of the solidarity of the world.

You cannot eat your cake 
and have it. Fellowship, soli­
darity, at-one-ment is the 
mighty gift of God. It is per­
haps the most wonderful and 
terrible condition he has laid 
down in the created order. You 
would not surrender what it 
confers on you, for to be alone 
—really alone—is Hell. “It is 
not good that the man should 
be alone.”

But if all are partakers of 
the good, all—however innocent 
—are victims of the evil that 
others have done or may do.

So then—to sum up—we be­
lieve that the Absolute will of 
God for man is Life at the full 
in a perfectly Integrated spirit, 
mind and body—and that 
weakness, disease, decay, old 
age, death and corruption' are 
Gontradiotions, insults, enemies 
of Him and His purpose.

A S  His Son said, “He is not 
the God of the dead but of 

the living.”  His gifts of freedom 
and fellowship are designed to 
bring the first gift of Life to 
its fullest glory and completion.

But — He is a God also o f 
Order and of Law. These are 
the cornerstone of His Uni­
verse. It cannot be shaken. 
Men cannot break the law of 
God. But “who-so-ever shaU 
fall on this stone shall be 
broken.”

Men have so fallen, and be­
cause solidarity is part of that 
irrefragable law, the fall of 
some involves all. Men have 
crossed the frontier and put 
themselves outside the law.

Then—not in arbitrary or 
revengeful wrath—but in the 
more fearful and undeviating 
onrolling of exact justice, the 
consequences follow of which 
full and loving warning had 
been given.

God, in my belief, does not 
send these consequences upon 
men, still less on this or that 
man. Each such consequence 
represents the exact working' 
out, whether we are able to 
trace its course or not, of 
effects from causes.

But—once more—God is a 
God not only of Life and not 
only of Law—but above both 
these—of Love. And within the 
great depths of that Love is 
the Everlasting Mercy.

So when His gospel appears, 
when the Eternal 'Word is 
uttered in human terms, it is 
found to be a pspel not merely 
of demonstrations to free men, 
but of deliverance to them that 
are “fast bound in misery and 
iron.” Disease and death are 
weapons of His enemy.

He sends the Prince of Life 
to cope with them. Wherever 
they confront Him, He destroys 
them. And all—whether doc­
tors, nurses or priests, who 
battle with them are allies and 
ministers of the Prince of Life.

And when they are not de­
stroyed, He captures them and 
uses them for His own purposes 
against the enemy.

But—mark this—As you read 
the gospel, you find that our 
Lord never once went out of 
His way to heal. If sickness or 
death met Him, or if He were 
asked to meet them, He dealt 
with them.

And so must we, but in His 
own true and sane proportion. 
They are the poison-flowers. 
He was concerned fundament­
ally with the poison’s root.

He is travelling from Eternity 
to Calvary, to meet and grapple 
with the Enemy Himself.

On the way, and by the way. 
Ho healed. And so should His 
Church be doing.

But her real quarry is the 
same as His—and her real work 
is the deliverance from their 
bondage of the souls of men, in 
order that in the fulness of the 
time their whole being, body, 
mind and spirit may come, by 
His mercy, to glorify God and 
enjoy Him for ever.

BISHOP ANSWERS 
CRITICS

A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 
London, December H 

The Bishop of Exeter ad­
dressed a public meeting at 
Exeter’s Guildliall on Thurs­
day of last week to appeal 
for support for the diocesan 
mother and baby home and 
hostel, which is to be opened 
at Exeter early next year.
The bishop said he had 

received letters criticising the 
project as “a positive en­
couragement to vice.”

“ I cannot think of any critic­
ism which goes wider of the 
mark, because nothing is more 
calculated to encourage vice 
than to ignore and leave de­
serted those who have got 
themselves into this situation,” 
he said.

The horpe, vfhich would be 
known as S. Nicholas’s House, 
had two main objects—to save 
the despairing girl from despair, 
and to protect the interest of 
the child who. was the only 
Innocent party “in the whole 
miserable affair.”

ABBEY AND NORWICH 
APPEALS BENEFIT
A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 

London, December 7 
The Dean of 'Westminster, 

Dr. Alan Don, offered yesterday 
to give from his own pocket to 
Norwich Cathedral as much as 
was collected—up to £50—for 
the Westminster Abbey appeal 
from the congregation to which 
he was preaching at S. Mary’s, 
North Elmham, Norfolk.

The collection amounted to 
£49/10/6.

He said that Westminster 
Abbey had made no direct 
appeal to the bishops or clergy, 
because every diocese and al­
most every parish had financial 
problems to face.

He would be reluctant to 
think that by going to Norfolk 
he might divei't to the Abbey 
money which would otherwise 
have gone to meet the needs of 
Norwich Cathedral,

As “an old schoolfellow; of 
your bishop” he therefore pro­
posed a course which would 
benefit both funds.
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SN APSH O T COM PETITION
' - -

The wiujier o£ our iiiiap^hot tompetiUoii this week is the 
Reverend A. Mclver Wright, of Cohuna, Diocese of Bendigo, 
who sent us this picture of the new parish haU at Cohuna.

RELIGIOUS BROADCASTS
(The sessions w hich are conducted  by. Anglicans are m arked with 

an asterisk.)
FOR WEEK COMMENCING 

DECEMBER 26 
DAILY DEVOTIONAL: NATIONAL. 
December 26: The Reverend 

Hector Dunn, Tasmania. 
^December 2S: Sister Julian, V ic ­

toria.
December 29: M onsignor James 

Hannon, Victoria.
♦December 30: T he Reverend Brian 

MacDonald, S.A.
Decem ber 31: The Reverend Alan 

W'atson, Victoria.
January 1: Father T im othy Kelly, 

M.S.C., N.S.W.
FACING THE WEEK: 6.40 a.m .

A.E.T. NATIONAL.
Decem ber 28: The Reverend F. W. 

Boreham.
PLAIN CHRISTIANITY: 7.30 p.m . 

NATIONAL.
♦December 27: The Reverend 

James Parkes.
EVENING MEDITATION: 11.20 

p.m. A.E.T. INTERSTATE. 
W eek com m encing Decem ber 28: 

Father Kevin Halpin. 
READINGS FROM THE BIBLE:

7.10 a.m: NATIONAL, The 
Reverend Edwin W hite. 

S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n  t a l k s :
3.45 p.m . NATIONAL.

December 27: “ Background o f the 
Bible*» —  “ The Acts o f  the 
Apostles — 1.”  The Reverend 
Stephen Yarnold.

PRELUDE: 7.15 p.m. N.ATION.AL. 
Decem ber 27: The W estm inster 

Madrigal Singers.
COMMUNITY HYMN SINGING:

6.30 p.m . INTERSTATE. 
Decem ber 27: S. Stephen’s Pres­

byterian Church, Toow oom ba, 
Queensland.

EVENSONG: 4.45 p .m . A.E.T. 
INTERSTATE.

♦December 31: S. David’s Cathedral, 
Hobart. *

THE EPILOGUE: 11.20 p .m . A.E.T. 
INTERSTATE.

December 27: “ The Epilogue.”  
Recorded verse.

FOR WEEK COMMENCING 
JANUARY 2.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL: NATIONAL.
January 2: The Reverend Ross 

W illiams, N.S.W.
January 4: Mrs. Frances Mating, 

Tasmania.
January 5: The Reverend Rhys 

Miller, Victoria.
♦January 6: A rchdeacon R . G. 

Arthur, A.C.T.
January 7: The Reverend John 

Douglas, N.S.W.
January 8: Father E. Storman, 

S.J., W.A.
FACING THE WEEK: 6.40 a.m. 

A.E.T. NATIONAL.
January 4: The Reverend F. W. 

Boreham.
PLAIN CHRISTIANITY: 7.30 p.m. 

NATIONAL.
January 3: The Reverend Eric 

Owen.
EVENING MEDITATION: 11.20 

p.m . A.E.T. INTERSTATE.
January 4: R abbi R. Brasch.
READINGS FROM THE BIBLE:

7.10 a.m. NATIONAL, The 
Reverend Edwin W hite.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON TALKS: 
3.45 p.m . NATIONAL.

January 3: “ Background o f  the 
B ible”  —  “ The Acts o f  the 
Apostles —  2.”  The Reverend 
Stephen Yarnold.

PRELUDE: 7.15 p.m . NATIONAL.
Decem ber 27: The W estm inster 

Madrigal Singers.
COMMUNITY HYMN SINGING:

6.30 p.m . INTERSTATE.
January 3: Burwood Presbyterian 

Church, Sydney.
EVENSONG: 4.45 p.m . A.E.T. 

INTERSTATE.
♦Januarj' 7: S. Andrew’s Cathedral, 

Sydney.
EPILOGUE: 11.20 p.m . A.E.T, IN­

TERSTATE.
January 3: “ The Epilogue”—No. 1: 

New Year.

A R T  IN  T H E  C H U R C H
A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 

Toronto, December 11 
Two young Anglican women 

in Toronto, Ontario, have 
opened an establishment known 
as Bede House, which proposes 
to bring modern art and design 
into the service of the Church 
through printing, publishing 
and vestments.

The first project, “a protest 
against the flood of ballet dan­
cers, Scotty dogs, and other 
irrelevant subjects,” will be the 
sale of Christmas cards with 
a Christian motif.

KATHLEEN FERRIER
A nglican  N e w s  S ervice 

London Nov. 27 
A memorial service for 

Kathleen Ferrier, the con­
tralto, was held in South­
wark Cathedra' on Tuesday.
Miss Ferrier had often sung 

in the cathedral.
The Bishop of Croydon, the 

Right Reverend C. K. N. Bards- 
ley, formerly Provost of South­
wark, spoke of her as a “celes­
tial spirit, with one foot in 
eternity, and the other in 
time.”

B O O K S  A B O U T  C H I N A
TN writing these last two 
*  articles on books to read 
about China let me confess at 
once that I do not feel quite 
happy about them.

I  have promised to make 
suggestions for reading that 
shall assist towards an under­
standing of the position of the 
Christian Church in China to­
day.

My first ground for disquiet 
is that I do not think one can 
imderstand the position of the 
Church in China to-day apart 
from an understanding of the 
driving ideological force which 
is moulding the New China, 
and apart from some grasp of 
the way it relates itself to 
Christianity at present—and 
may yet be related, for the ■re­
lationship is not static.

There are few Christians in 
China who are altogether 
happy about their position as 
Christians. There are some 
who look forward with dark 
foreboding, and there are 
others who are hopeful of a 
new day of great opportunity.

In some places mission sta­
tions have been destroyed, 
and missionaries have suffered. 
In other places they have ex­
perienced protection, and have 
been requested to continue 
their work, or return to it.

The official attitude of the 
Government is that religion is 
free, and people are not to be 
molested or persecuted for 
their religious beliefs or prac­
tices. In fact, however, the 
Church got caught in the revo­
lutionary wave which over­
threw landlordism, and suffered 
where it was Involved deeply 
in the old order, or when it had 
assisted the enemies of those 
who become victorious.

Effective control could not be 
equally established over a 
country as vast as China, and 
where central control was 
weak the Church was at the 
mercy of those on the spot. 
The Church, generally speak­
ing was regarded as, and was, 
a supporter of the old order 
against the Communists. It 
suffered, therefore, as the 
Church in Prance suffered at 
the time of the Revolution 
when the feudal aristocracy 
was destroyed.

Against this it needs lo be 
remembered that it is contrary 
to Marxist teaching to perse­
cute religion. It is genuinely 
believed to be a foolish thing 
to do.

It may be remarked that 
much suffering could have 
been avoided by a better un­
derstanding on the part of the 
Christian missionaries of the 
nature and aims of Commun­
ism, instead of relying for 
their knowledge on the reports 
of their enemies.

Let me then mention two 
books which have nothing

B y  C-4NON F . E . M a y n a r d .
specially to do with China. 
"Christianity and the Social 
Revolution” (Gollancz, 1935) is 
still an invaluable symposium 
by writers of first rate ability, 
some Christians and some 
Communists. It Is not an easy 
book; but any one who reads 
it attentively will at least 
know what Communists think 
in regard to Christianity, and 
w h a t  left-wing Christians 
think with regard to Commun­
ism.

There is room for a similar 
book to-day; and the Christian 
position could be presented 
more powerfully. Failing the 
reading of this rather stiff 
book, or even not failing it, I 
recommend Kenneth Ingram’s 
“C o m m u n i s t  Challenge 
(Quality Press, 148 pages).

R e i n h o l d  Niebuhr once 
wrote: “It would be an ironic, 
but tragic, justice if the 
Church were forced to capitu­
late to the error in Marxian 
religion because it had scorned 
the truth in Marxian politics. ’

The Church in China has 
not capitulated, or anything 
like it, but it has suffered, 
partly because it was involved 
in the regime which was over­
thrown—and this could hardly 
have been helped—and partly 
because it had no adequate Idea 
of what the Communists were 
about—and for this there was 
some responsibility, for the 
Communists were abroad and 
at work in the country for 20 
years before they became 
powerful.

Undoubtedly an important 
book in this connection is 
David Baton’s “Christian Mis­
sions and the Judgement of 
God” (S.C.M., 80 pages). He is 
a priest of the Church, and 
served ten years as a mission­
ary in China.

Of all the books mentioned 
in this article I should -star 
this as No. 1. Parallel with it I 
should place “Christian Wit­
ness in Communist China,”  by 
“Barnabas” (S.C.M., 80 pages). 
I do not know who “Barnabas” 
is; but he is an able writer.

His hostility to Commun­
ism colours his writing: but he 
has some valuable things to 
say in connection with the tak­
ing up of Communist ideals 
and carrying them to their 
true end through the trans­
forming power of Christian 
truth.

In regard to the factual
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situation, the following para­
graph, if read carefully, is 
revealing. Speaking of Christ 
ians he v/rites: “The situation 
is complicated further by a 
large group of idealists who 
cannot see the threat of the 
police-state, or understand 
others’ fear of it. As a result 
they themselves become, quite 
unconsciously, spies and in­
formers on their friends.

“A practical example of the 
dilemma in the Church was 
the visiting teams of Christians 
whose credit with the Govern­
ment was good, which were 
sent around the country by the 
National Christian Council to 
discover and rectify abuses of 
religious freedom, and improve 
relations where possible be­
tween the Government and the 
Churches. One of these teams, 
in particular, headed by the 
leftist-idealist Dr. Y. T. Wu, 
reported very few problems and 
general optimism; the Chris­
tians whom they had met had 
not dared to confide the truth 
to men who imderstood so few 
of the facts of life.”

This, if thought out, tells us 
quite a lot about the position; 
as It also reveals the mind of 
the writer, which is worthy of 
attention. But whether he is 
more or less right than Dr. Wu, 
is a matter about which (since 
there would be a difference 
amongst Christians in China) 
it may be hopeless to attempt 
to decide from without.

THE WAY OF THE 
SHEPHERDS ^

(Continued from page 1)
result of Christmas at Bethle­
hem. There is one special way

THE BISHOP OF 
WILLOCHRA

P ro m  O u r  O w n  C orrespondent 
Gladstone, S.A., December 14 

The Bishop of Willochra, 
t h e  B i g h t  Reverend R. 
Thomas, expects to leave 
England on December 10, on 
the “Himalaya.”

The ship should reach Port 
Said on December 17, Aden 
on December 20, Bombay on 
December 24, and Premantle, 
on January 2.

As the Himalaya does not 
call at Adelaide, the bishop 
proposes to take the overland 
train to Port Pirie Junction, 
and from thence to Gladstohe.
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ACROSS:
. How close was David to 

G oliath? (6, 5).
, Cook do this? Only when 

dancing (3, 6).
. A chapel in  Hebrews (5 ).
. Poet or b ird  (6).
. He can ’t  take a beating (3, 5).
. “ For old, unhappy, far-off— ”  

(W ordsw orth) (6J.
. Y ou  w on 't get in to h ot water 

i f  you  take it (4, 4).
. A  W esterner. (1 can do the 

last b it) (8).
. Second nam e o f  a Second 

W orld War 16 statesm an (6).
, W hat canvas-dwellers have to 

put up w ith  (4, 4).
, The left do, when the right’s 

speaking, and vice versa (6).
. Very dark venue for  cricket 

(5).
. Coast phenom ena (despite an 

alteration) (4, 5).
. For th is occasion, change In 

red pantry (6, 5).
DOWN:

. G loom y as a planet (9).
, M aking speeches Is noth in g to  

scold ing (7 ).
. Foreign Office paradise, his? 

(4).
, He’s been w illing (8).

Stole, and oxydlsation began
(7).

'6. w n a t a spring noes w ith  a 
fam ous author (5).

7. Judges and writers do, alter 
sentence (4, 2, 1, 4).

9. There '!! n ot be m uch  le ft  o f  
her a fter M arch 1 (one) (11),

14. A frequent want, woe Is m e! 
(5-1-3).

15. Talk th a t is equal to  a weapon
(8).

17. It 's  In Persia. And In Spain? 
A h! (7 ).

19. He chose the Tories (7).
21. Famous.as you  may have re­

m arked (5).
23. He finds the French very so ft 

(4).

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD 
No. 71

ACROSS: 8, R etiring; 9, Reader: 
10, Dogroses; 12, Andrew; 14, 
Dead w eight; 18, A non ; 21, 
Castile; 22, So and so; 23, Pent; 
25, Leviathans; 28, Dairen; 30, 
Asterisk; 32, M ld-alr; 33, 
Canoodle.

DOW N : 1, Jerom e; 2, Nimrod; 3, 
Miss; 4, Eggs: 5. Truant: 6. 
Sandra; 7, Here; 11, Evil eye; 
13, W indow s: 14, Decapod: 15, 
Arson; 16, W ain; 17. His nibs; 
19, Nadia; 20, Cant; 24, Thread; 
25, Liners; 26, H erlot: 27, Nestle; 
29, Avid; 30, Arch; 31, Tang.

in which we can bear witness— 
by the service of Holy Com­
munion.

What do we do there? S. 
Paul tells us. “We proclaim 
the Lord’s death.” Tliat baby 
at Bethlehem grew to be a man, 
and died, for love of us, in order 
to save us.
' All that followed Bethlehem 
is wrapped up in those swaddl­
ing clothes in the manger, in 
prospect and anticipation. His 
cradle led to a Cross.

The fact brings to its climax 
a lovely French carol.

I  have ventured to make a 
rough translation of it, and here 
it is. Note especially the last 
verse:

“Between the ox and the 
donkey grey

Sleep, little one, sleep the 
hours away.

“Between the lilies and roses 
red

Sleep, holy Child, in thy 
manger bed.

“Between the shepherds, 
kneeling near,

Sleep on, divine Deliverer.

“Between two robbers cruci­
fied,

Sleep, King of Kings, Who 
for us hast died.”

Jesus was born that He might 
die to save us. But He died 
that He might rise to live for 
us, and in us, and through us.

We have come to Bethlehem, 
But Bethlehem comes to us; 
for Christ comes to us, here 
and now; and especially in the 
Holy Communion.

So let us not miss the 
glorious message, but follow the 
shepherds’ way; the four-fold 
way by which they came to 
Christ. Let our work, our daily- 
work, be a key to open the 
heaven, every day, so that ■";e 
may hear the angels’ song and 
see the glory of God.

C L A S SIF IE D
A D V E R T IS E M E N T S

THE ANGLICAN classified 
advertising rate is 6d. per word 
(payable in advance). Mini­
mum: 4 /-  per advertisement. 
A special rate of 3d. per word 
(minimum 3/6d.) Is charged for 
“Positions Wanted’* insertions.

Classified advertisements are 
accepted under the following 
headings:—
ACCOMMODATION VACANT
ACCOMMODATION WANTED
BAPTISMS, BIRTHS, DEATHS
EDUCATIONAL
ENGAGEMENTS
FOR SALE AND WANTED
HOLIDAY RESORTS
IN MEMORIAM
MARRIAGES
PERSONAL
POSITIONS VACANT
POSITIONS ANTED

PERSONAL
OFFER Holiday Exchange January 
25 to  February 20. The Reverend
F. B. M ullens, 10 Alma Street, 
Rydalmere, Sydney.
COUNTRY VICAR seeks January 
or February change o f parish—  
Sydney or Coast—in  return for  use 
o f  Vicarage or  Rectory. W rite 
“ Country V icar,”  c / -  THE 
ANGLICAN.

POSITIONS VACANT 
HOUSEMISTRESS wanted fo r  
Junior B oarding House, 23 ch ild ­
ren. Suitable position  for  m other 
and daughter or partly trained 
nurse. S. Anne’s C.E.G.G.S., Sale, 
Victoria.
S. GABRIEL’S SCHOOL, Charters 
Towers. Resident Mistresses. (1) 
Senior Mistress— English, French, 
History. (2) Primary M is tre ss - 
Grades VII and VIII. T o com m ence 
February 1, 1954. Apply Head­
mistress.
APPLICATIONS are invited fo r  
the position  o f  A.B.M. Secretary 
for  V ictoria. Salary £575 plus 
cost o f  living adjustm ents, m ak­
in g about £750. An excellent resi­
dence is provided. Further in ­
form ation  m ay be had from  the 
Reverend W alter/G reen, 435 Inker- 
m an Road, East St. K ilda, to  
w hom  applications m ay be fo r ­
warded.
SECRETARY required for  A.B.M. 
In Tasm ania. For particulars re 
salary, etc., apply A.B.M. Office, 
125 M acquarie Street, Hobart, 
Tasmania.
S. FAITH’ S SCHOOL, Y eppoon, 
Queensland, requires a teacher o f  
m athem atics and som e general 
subjects. Apply Principal.
S. ANNE’S SCHOOL, Townsville, 
N.Q., required fo r  19M (1) Secon­
dary School Mistress, subjects 
m ainly History and Geography. 
(2) Teacher fo r  Preps and Grade I. 
Apply Slster-iu-Charge.
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