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that it has made upon the various types of
evolutionary philosophical unitarianism which
hitherto have held the field.

“So long as we were thinking in terms
of evolution we were naturally inclined to lay
extraordinary emphasis upon man's striving
after God. Revelal gave way to discov-
ery, and since there are many ways by which
man may strive after the highest it was the
variety of the possible avenues of approach
to God that occupied the greater part of our
attention. Consequently there was a certain
tendency to accept and acquiesce in ecclesi-
astical differences. But Barth threw down
the gauntlet when he proclaimed in uncom-
promising terms the priority and transcend-
ence of God. Barth is the typical Gott.
betrunkenen man, For him God is the sole
essential reality. Even more than St. Paul
he emphasises that all is of God; man con-
tributes nothing to his own salvation; every-
thing is of God. God speaks, and all man
can do is to listen. Augustine’s famous
phrase, 'Give what thou commandest and
command what thou wilt,’ sounds moderate
in comparison with some of Barth's own ex-
pressions.

“All this is no doubt very exaggerated,
but it has done excellent work in recalling
theologians to what is after all their proper
subject—the knowledge of God. Many re-
cent writers who would probably be very
far from accepting all the implications of
Barthian theology have nevertheless recog-
nised that in a true estimate of Christianity
all that is good comes from above, from the
Father of lights, with Whom is no shadow
of turning. God gives new life in Christ.
God saves through Christ.

“This has involved a fresh and clear rec-
ognition of what is essential to Christianity.
Where this is adequately recognised it has
a way of bringing people together by making
them realise their essential unity in Christ.
This seems to me to be the one point where
Barthianism touches the movement known
as the Oxford Group Movement.

“Those who have been in contact with
this latest revival movement have observed
how the members find an immediate friend-
ship with each other in the overwhelming
sense of contact with God. The living im-
pulse of Christianity makes for them a bond
which is stronger than the divisive influences
of race, age, or creed. As in the case of
Barthianism, so also in the groups we may
find much to criticise; but nevertheless in
the one fundamental recognition of God's
impact on man through Christ we may re-
cognise that they have grasped essential
Christianity. It seems to me that this is the
point from which all consideration of the
reunion problem should start.”

Christianity Challenged.
In his third lecture Dr. Wand said that

“The new Christian life expressed itself in
new ideals of conduct. What were the spe-
cial characteristics of the third race of Chris-
tians? Firstly, we should placy the spirit
of romance, which made all existence new
and adventurous. Next, we should reckon
the fresh emphasis on the importance of per-
sonality, Thirdly, we should notice their
extraordinary courage, physical, moral, and
mental, ourthly, we should stress their
amazing forde of creative ahsray, Whith pro.
duced much that is still effective after the
lapse of 20 centuries. And, lastly, we
should enumerate Agape (love) standing for
something that cannot be expressed in any
single modern word, but gives the key to
all specifically Christian conduct.

“Among all the forces that have made a
movement towards reunion imperative in our
time, two are especially important; in the
sphere of morality, the rise of a neo-pagan
ethic, and in the sphere of politics, the rise
of the totalitarian state.

"It so happens that both of these are old
enemies of Christianity,” said Dr. Wand.
“What is called the New Morality is only a
resuscitation of the belief that man is the
measure ot all things. Humanistic ethics
know of no other end than that of man him-
self. The highest law that has to be served
is his own convenience. This was a com-
mon type of thought at the opening of the
Christian era. The old theologies had brok-
en down and whatever may have been the
recourse to the cults on the part of the vul-
gar, the philosophers felt no certainty about
the existence of any supernatural world.

“Similarly, the totalitarian state, which
claims the allegiance of the individual in
the totality of his being and allows him to
have no thought or aspiration higher than
the advantage of the state, is a resuscitation
of the theory upon which the Roman Em-
ire was built. It is true that that empire
Kld a religion of its own, in the form of a
blatant Caesar worship, but that was a cere-
mony without a creed and its real purpose
was to bind together the constituent nation-
alities in a glorified super-patriotism which
had the empire as its object.

Duty to the Nation,

“It is clear that the resurgence of these
two types of thought, ethical and political,
at the present time are acting as a grave
challenge to Christianity,” continued Dr.

and. “lt is possible, and indeed, prob-
able, that Christianity has something to learn
from them both. Christianity has often
shown a tendency to a false asceticism, whic
formed no part of the teaching of its Found-
er, and a recail to a recognition of the needs
and capacities of human nature, as such, may
afford it a salutary lesson.

“Similarly Christianity has often proved a
divisive element in society. The dissidence
of dissent is a phrase which has been par-
ticularly associated with some elements in
the Christian Church. Just as Christian the-
ology assisted in the break-up of the Roman
Empire, so it has sometimes proved an ex-
cuse for the erection of barriers within a
nation and between race and race. Chris-
tians often have to be reminded of their duty
to each other and of their obligations ta so-
ciety as a whole. No man lives to himself.
We are all our brother's keepers, and as
we owe a duty to our family, so we owe a
duty to the nation which provides us with
the amenities of ordinary life,

“To these lessons we ought not to blind
ourselves. We shall be wise if we are ready
to learn them. But it remains true that the
Christian ethic is vastly superior to that of
the world, and the differenge is to-day very
generally recognised. The present troubles
have served to underline that difference.
Christians of different types recognise on the
whole the same moral ideals; and partly for
that reason Christians of different types have
suffered together in Russia and Germany, to
name but two examples. In neither coun-
try has the difference between Orthodox,
Catholic, and Lutheran saved any of the re-
spective adherents from opposition or perse-
cution. In both countries Christians have
made a gallant stand; but it is certain that
their collective witness would have been far
more effective if they had been united. Re-
union is demanded if in future we are to
bring these new movements into subjection to
Christ,

“What Christianity has done in the past
it can do again. But for its victory to be
effective it should be united. It so Knppem
that, as we have already said, there is a
practical agreement about Christian moral-
ity; but, as we have tried to point out in
the lecture, our recognition of what is es-
sential Christian doctrine needs to be clari-
fied.

“‘Christianity,”” said Dr. Wand, “is the
only force that can build up the perfect
community so earnestly desired by the keen-
est of the young men and women of the
rising generation. But it must be presented
with the enthusiasm of the first days; and
that enthusiasm can only reach its full height
as Christians come together and kindle the
flame afresh in each other's hearts.”
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Letters to the Editor.

SYDNEY DIOCESAN SCOUT AND GUIDE
COUNCIL.

“Gwydyr,"
Wanganella St.,
Balgowlah,
Nov. 13, 1936.
The Editor,
“The Church Record.”

Dear Sir,—

My Council has instructed me to forward
you the following ‘‘open letter"’ drawn up by
two Scoutmasters, and trusts that you will
find space for its publicatio

Now that the summer camping season has
begun, we feel that a word might be said
in season on the matter of closer co-opera-
tion between Scouters in charge of camps
and the Clergy in charge of the parishes in
which such camps are being held.

A good Scouter always makes thorough
preparation for his camp. He informs the
local Commissioner, the doctor, the butcher,
the baker, and others who are concerned
with the physical needs of the Scouts. We
feel that it would be of great benefit to the
Church and the Scout Movement if, as a
matter of courtesy, Scouters carried their
preparations further and informed the local
Clergy that Scouts would be camping in
their parishes, and that a visit from them
would be appreciated. Wherever possible,
Scouts should be encouraged to attend the
Church of their own denomination.

We appeal to the Clergy to extend a simi-
lar courtesy by visiting the camps and get-
ting to know the boys, and, when the boys

attend Church, by giving consideration to
tham by dalivering a caitable add by
choosing hymns which appeal to boys, and,
perhaps, by asking some of the troop to
assist them by reading a lesson, by taking
up the collection, or by some other means.

We would refer Scouters to the religious
policy of the Movement as set forth in the
policy, organisation, and rules of the Boy
Scouts' Association, and urge them to a
more conscientious attempt to carry out the
spirit of this policy. This should avoid the
friction that sometimes arises between the
Church and the Scout Movement.

Yours faithfully,
W. J. OWENS,
Hon. Secretary.

PEACE SENTIMENTALISM.

Thke Editor,

“The Australian Church Record.”
Sir,—

Your leader of November 5, headed
“Peace Sentimentalism,”” descends to a level
of cheap-sounding abuse, which is unworthy
of a paper which presumably sets out to en-
courage a high ideal of thought. If you
knew Canon Sheppard | hope you would
realise that your accusation of sentimentalism
is very far from the mark when applied to
him or to his movement. Indeed, to apply
the term to the Pacifist Movement at all is
to di a pl isund ding of
what it stands for and what it has meant in
the past, and may mean a grin for its adher-
ents, ls the “Society of Friends' thus to be
labelled for example? And are you aware
of the ignominy and bodily suffering to
which i bj d th 1 during
the last war? Are men such as Canon
Haven, Lord Ponsonby, George Lansbury,
A. A. Milne, and Aldous Huxley to be thus
lightly dubbed sentimentalists?

In aswer to Archbishop Head, resolution
25, of the Lambeth Conference of 1930, is
as follows:—"The Conference affirms that
war as a method of settling international dia-
putes, is incompatible with the teaching and
example of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

If words miean anything, then the Con-
ference as a whole then and there adopted
the pacifist attitude.

The report of the /particular committee
which dealt with the subject, “‘Peace and
War,” says, ‘We do not deny the right of
a nation to defend itself if attacked, or to
resort to force in fulfilment of international
obligations. iy

But the footnote at the head of the sec-
tion, “Reports of Committees,”” also says,
“The following reports must be taken as
having the authority only of the committees
by whom they were respectively prepared
and p d. The i were not
in every case unanimous in adopting the
reports. The Conference as a whole is re-
sponsible only for the formal resolutions
agreed to after discussion,”

It is noteworthy that the resolution adop-
ted by the Conference has no qualifying
clause.

There is much more which | should like
to say, but | should transgress the bounds
of a letter. 1 will conclude by asking you,
Sir, one question: '‘Have you read Canon
Sheppard's book, ‘We Say No'?" It is a
book of which the ‘“‘Manchester Guardian"
says, "We should like to place a copy in
the h.andn of every adult in the United King-

om,

I am, etc.,

EDGAR R. STREETEN.
“Longview,"
Oswald Street,
Rockhampton.
Nov. 12, 1936.

St. Peter's Rectory,
Cook's River.
2 Dec. 5, 1936.
To the Editor, “Church Record.”
Dear Sir,—Will you kindly insert the fol-
lowing in your next issue and oblige.
Yours faithfully,
F. H. HORDERN.

Dedication of Memorial to the Late Rev.
W. Rutledge Newton, L.Th.

On Sunday, December 20th, at 3.30 p.m.,
his Grace the Archbishop of Sydney will ded-
icate a carved, open-work cedar screen in
St. Peter's Parish Church, Cook’s River, in
memory of the late Rector, the Rev. William
Rutledge Newton. warm invitation is ex-
tended to all friends to be present.
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Editorial

The Abdication.

AVING all the circumstances in

mind regarding King Edward's

abdication, we are bound to say
that no other course was open to him.
It was an unhappy business, and re-
vealed a hidden canker that demand-
ed drastic treatment. For ourselves
we cannot understand how anyone
who has the highest and truest wel-
fare of our nation at heart, can ever
countenance a policy of silence or pu-
sillanimity. It is our solemn convic-
tion that failure to act or speak
out on the part of leaders of strict
morality must inevitably react with
grave damage to faithful Christian pro-
fession and witness, and cause them
to be stigmatised by a world only wait-
ing the first opportunity to point the
finger of scorn. Unto whom much is
given, of them much will be required.
The present is too critical an hour in
the world's history for anything but
the utmost faithfulness. It may be
painful, but even the highest in the
land should not be exempt. Indeed,
there is all the more reason for a fear-
less witness. It is to be regretted that
a section of the press for a long while
has done disservice to the Monarchy
by its vulgar adulation and praise. Col-
umns of matter are printed and illus-

trations are displayed which belaud
the individual beyond all proportion,
and weave around him an altogether
unreal halo. Such is no good to any
person! “Let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall," needs
to be borne in upon all hearts. Char-
ity doubtless would have us cast a
mantle of silence over the whole epi-
sode, in so far as the person is con-
cerned; nevertheless we should be re-
creant to a solemn trust if we did not
point out the searching lessons which
the tragedy teaches. We live in a day
when incest, impurity and rebellion
against the laws of God abound. Wide-
spread divorce, broken families, and
bitter social unhappiness are the con-
sequence, and all to the grave hurt of
our national and spiritual life. Hap-
pily we read that there is to be a clean-
ing up in court circles. Certain names
which have appeared recently in court
circulars will never appear again.
Night club habitues and cosmopolitan
high-fliers should have no place in our
regal life, because at heart the British
family tradition, with its wholesome-
ness, stands true and secure. There-
in comes the Church, with her wise ad-
monitions and nurturings.

The Faithful Witness.

T was not without deep significance
and solemn warning that the Third
Sunday in Advent followed immed-

iately after this week of crisis and ter-
rible sadness. For on this Sunday,
when, in many dioceses of our Church
men were about to be ordained, em-
phasis was laid upon the place of the
sacred ministry in preparing the way
for the coming of Christ's reign of
right As n gers, watch-
men and stewards, the Lord’s servants
are called upon “to teach, to premon-
ish, to feed and provide for the flock
of God in the midst of a naughty
world." In such a weighty office, our
ministers must be ever faithful, ac-
knowledging responsibility to Christ
alonc, looking forward to the fu-
ture manifestation of all thoughts
and deeds at the coming of the
Great Day. John the Baptist is set
forth in the Gospel for the Day as
a type of the good and faithful ser-
vant of God. He dared to tell the
truth about a king's conduct. He lost
his head, but he won Christ's approv-
al. Our lord’s tribute to the Bap-

tist's ministry was because of its moral
splendour, its spiritual power, and the
noble character of the man, who, by
his fearless witness and the earnest-
ness of his appeal to men's consciences
aroused multitudes to repentance.
John was no reed swaying this way
and that in the breeze. He was no
courtier “haunting some princeling's
court, seduced by the delights of a life
of ease, or by the insidious appeal of
popularity.” He was the messenger of
od, with a vision of eternal truth,
who came to call men to a nobler
faith and a more impassioned right-
eousness. For the approval of Jesus
Christ is better worth winning than all
the success and honour that the world
can offer. A grave duty rests upon
the Church, her ministers and mem-
bers, to witness valiantly in a day when
man is on the throne, with all the sin-
ister results which naturally follow.

The Throne Inviolate.

HE doings and repercussions of

the past tew weeks have en-

hanced, if it were possible, the
splendour of our British Throne, and
have witnessed to its security against
all storms and stresses. There has
been nothing like it in history. It
stands broad based on the love and
goodwill of a great people. It is, un-
der God, the creation of our British
democracy. In this grave and solemn
hour of our Empire’s great history, the
Monarchy as an institution has stood
unseared and inviolate. There is some-
thing very remarkable about the ties,
the sentiments which bind Britishers
together the world over.

“This mystical feeling is by nature
inexplicable. Its strength is the great-
er because it transcends analysis by
cold reason. The mysticism joining
patriotism and loyalty to the leader
has become one of the most potent
forces of our era. It has been singu-
larly impressive and inspiring to note
how the Crown has passed from bro-
ther to brother without shaking the
well-knit fabric of the Empire. In the
stern emergency, instinctive family ac-
cord is strengthening the union, in-
stead of dissolving the Common-
wealth.”

This great nation of ours has treat-
ed all the events, the comings and go-
ings of this hour, in a worthy way, its
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thought moving soberly, steadily and
reluctantly, yet without sentimentality,
with heart-searching, but without tu-
mult, towards a firm conviction of its
duty. This dignified judgment of a
free people was articulately expressed
by the practically unanimous passage
of the Abdication Act in Parliament.

“An indispensable condition of this
unrevolutionary transfer,”” says "“The
Times,” ''is the Throne's granite sol-
idarity, which was abundantly demons-
trated. This is proved by the firm
hand with which all really concerned
grasped the problem concerning the
occupant of the Throne, whereas gin-
gerly methods would have been need-
ed if the institution had become an
anachronism.

"There are already signs that recent
events have created a profound im-
pression abroad, where esteem for
Britain has been rising as her foreign
policy and the domestic basis of that
policy have been reconstructed on
more resolute and more confident
lines. Many thought that the newly
won reputation would collapse when
publicity was given to the Court
troubles, as undoubtedly it would if
there had been weakness, timidity, or
delay in grappling with the dynastic
perplexity, but reports that are coming
in from many countries show that the
British people have earned the world's
admiration and wonder. Thus, a sud-
den emergency has enabled the Brit-
ish people again to prove their great-
ness in demonslrating to the eyes of
the world that the Monarchy is im-
pregnable.”

The hour calls, therefore, for the
utmost loyalty.

The New King.

HUS with the utmost loyalty and
affection we welcome His Maj-
esty King George VI with his con-

sort, the gracious Queen Elizabeth, to
the Throne of Great Britain and Ire-
land and the Dominions overseas.
They enter upon a great heritage
which has come down enriched and
high-lustred during and since Vic-
toria's great days. It was during the
second half of her long and memor-
able reign that the monarchy began
to win that unqualified popular esteem
which we now associate with her
name. But the spiritual heritage
which she left to her successors was
wonderfully maintained by her son
and grandson. It may, indeed, be
seriously conjectured that, taking into
consideration the problems, internal
and foreign, of the critical years in
which he reigned, history will decide
that no more successful Sovereign than
George V ever occupied the throne.

His second son, so well-known as
the Duke of York, who now fills his
place, is considered by many to re-
semble him strongly in character. Thus
it is with confidence and earnest pray-
er we look forward to the future. In
these days, when the world has be-
come, as it were, a neighbourhood,
personality in the bearers of regal re-
sponsibility counts for more than
many had allowed themselves to real-
ise, and in King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth we look forward with con-
fidence to seeing personality justified.
The Throne abides, though individu-
als pass, for the English nation has al-
ways taken it for granted that, come
what may, the monarchy must sur-
vive, To-day its strength is great in-
deed, a strength that has to be shared
by all its supporters. The widespread
sympathy with which the recent dil-
emma of the Royal House has been
regarded must now translate itself in-

to renewed loyalty, not merely passive
but active. The King and his family
stand, in a distracted world, for that
unity which alone can sustain the Em-
pire as a rock of security to which
many who are not its subjects look
with hope and confidence. We who
are within its circle have a duty to
more than ourselves, and direct ful-
filment of it can best be accomplished
by affirming more earnestly than ever,
in deed as well as in word, "God save
the King!" For us these words will
ever be our constant prayer.

Australia’s Falling Birthrate.

DECLINE in the population in

Australia is inevitable within 40

years or sooner, says Mr. S. I
Wolstenholme, lecturer in economics
at Sydney University.

“From researches | have made,"” he
said, ‘it appears that, since 1932, Aus-
tralians have ceased to reproduce their
numbers. Eventually this means a
diminution in the size of the whole
population.”

In Australia, marriages appeared to
be as numerous as ever. e average
age at marriage had fallen but there
had been a reduction in the size of the
typical family, which appeared to re-
flect the greater diffusion of birth con-
trol knowledge, though that view had
been challenged. Even immigration at
the rate of more than 40,000 a year
it was estimated, would be insufficient
to prevent decline after 1981.

It was certain that the near future
would witness a considerable decrease
in the proportion of young people, a
large decrease in the number of young
children being already observable.
That decrease would soon be reflected
in a dearth of young workers. Day
school classes are becoming fewer,
while attendances at Sunday School
must of necessity decline. The grow-
ing proportion of old people would in-
crease the older age groups, and the
financial strain of old age pensions
would be felt. In addition, there would
be changes in the demands for vari-
ous products, making .the unemploy-
ment problem more difficult. The pop-
ular view that when the full effect of
economic recovery and the present
high marriage rate were experienced,
births would be above the pre-depres-
sion level was not supported by facts.

If the birth-rate fell much more,
only a very considerable immigration
flow would do more than delay the
decline. Australia must decide whe-
ther she should follow the lead of
other countries or endeavour to adapt
herself to the new conditions which the
falling birth-rate would create. It is
estimated that assuming a continuance
of the 1932-34 natality, the population
would begin to decline after 1977, at
which date the population would num-
ber 7,875,000,

It is a deplorable situation, We shall
not deserve to hold Australia. Self-
ishness, ease, love of pleasure and a
good time are the bane of life to-day,
and sadder still is the encouragement
given to enterprising firms and selfish
propagandists.

gy

On that deep retiring shore
Frequent pearls of beauty lie,
Where the passion waves of yore
Fiercely beat and mounted high;
Sorrows that are sorrows still
Lose the bitter taste of woe;
Nothing's altogether ill
In the griefs of long ago.

—1l.ord Houghton.

Quiet Moments.

The Influence of the Bible on
the Japanese People.

(By Willis J. Williams, B.Sc.)

APAN is 6,500 miles from Aus-
tralia, and the passenger ship takes
four weeks to get to Yokohama,
the port of Tokyo, the capital of Jap-
an, with its 64 millions of people. The
fast freight boats which go direct from
Australia to Japan cover the distance
in eleven days; it is thus that we real-
ise how near we are to Japan, and to
the teeming millions of the East.

The Christian nations, especially
the British people, have always been
interested in spreading their religion
and thus carrying out the command of
their Master "'to go into all the world
and preach the Gospel."! The friends
of the British and Foreign Bible So-
ciety do believe in the power of the
written word. The Scriptures have
been distributed in the languages of
many countries, and up to the present
time have been sent forth in 705 dif-
ferent forms of speech.

The story of the Bible in the East
is full of miracles; | use the word mir-
acles because it is somewhat difficult
to picture the wonderful history of the
Sacred Book in Japan.

The first Japanese translation was
made from a Chinese translation, and
the first Japanese Bible was printed in
Shanghai, China. There was in the
prison in Tokyo a man who had been
convicted of stealing with violence.
There was in the same prison a man
who had been arrested for preaching
in the streets on Christian subjects.
The two men became acquainted, and
the robber asked the Christian Japan-
ese what he was reading, and the re-
ply was, 'l am reading the Bible."
Christianity to many in Japan still
means some magic way of escaping
difficulty, so that he thought that the
Christian was trying to destroy the
prison cell and escape. At the end of
two weeks the Evangelist was set free.
The prisoner concluded that the magic
was effective. He thought if he could
read the Book he could be set free, so
he sent for a Bible. He read, but free-
dom did not come, so the Book was
thrown aside and not seen for seven
years. Then he started to read again
and the Sermon on the Mount had such
an effect on him that he accepted
Christ as his Saviour. He was com-
pletely changed. He served 25 years
in prison, came out and wrote a book
entitled ‘25 Years in Prison."”

Baron Morimura, who was the first
to open up trade between Japan and
America, read 25 Years in Prison,”
and he was so impressed that he went
to the author and discussed Christian-
ity, and the result was that he receiv-
ed Christian Baptism.

About sixty years ago a young man
in America was invited to become a
professor in, an agricultural college in
Hokkaido, the Northern Island of Jap-
an. After much discussion with the
then Minister of Education he was per-
mitted to teach the English Bible. Dr,
Clark taught the Bible, but only re-
mained in Japan for eight months. The
result of his teaching was the altered
lives of several young men, among
whom was Nitobe, who became Sec-
retary-General in the League of Na-
tions. Some of you may remember
him because he wrote many books in
wonderful English, explaining the
spirit of Japan.
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In the last Cabinet headed by Baron
Saito, there were seven ministers who
came from Christian families and six
wives of Cabinet ministers were Chris-
tians. Baron Saito, though he had not
been baptised, read the Bible every
day. There are many in Japan who
read the Bible who never go to
Church, so that it can be dehfnitely
said that the influence of the Scrip-
tures is very great.

Japan is a beautiful country, with
its many mountains, lakes, rivers, its
rice fields, and its tea plantations. The
Japanese are kind, courteous and hon-
est, and do all they can for the vis-
itor to their land. They have their
own forms of religion. Buddhism,
with its temples, claims the most fol-
lowers; Shintoism, with its shrines,
claims many millions, while Christian-
ity can claim in comparison but a
small number; but Christ and the Bible
are exerting a decided ii luenct on the
Japanese nation.

Last year an all Japanese Christian
Conference was held in Tokyo, when
200 leaders of the Japanese Church
gathered and discussed many import-
ant matters, probably the two main
issues were Church Union and a
Nation-wide Evangelistic Campaign.
Thus you understand how alive to the
work of the Church is the Japanese
Christian,

| ‘am, however, more concerned
with the influence of the Bible on Jap-
an. The circulation in Western Jap-
an last year was (0,512 Bibles,
72,125 testaments, 488,767 parts; or
a total of 571,404; and in Eastern
Japan 11,520 Bibles, 43,604 testa-
ments, 682,434 parts, or a total of
737,562; thus a total distribution
throughout Japan for 1935 of 1,308,-
966 copies of the Scriptures. It is in-
teresting to note that about four-fifths
of the total Scriptures are distributed
by the colporteurs in the course of
their visiting from house to house in
cities, towns and villages. There are
35 colporteurs taking the Scriptures to
the people throughout the *land of the
Rising Sun, and | do not think that |
can better impress my hearers to-night
on the influence of the Bible on those
people than to give them some actual
stories taken from the colpor(eurs'
own reports of their work during this
year.

The Buddhist Priest.

The priest in charge of a (emple
said, "Please give me a copy of the
New Testament, as | have no Scrip-
tures. This book is also for us Bud-
dhist priests, and we must read it
Please distribute as many as you can
in the village."

The priest at another temple was
talking to his people and gave as his
text: “"Come unto me all ye that are
weary and heavy laden and | will give
you rest.”” When asked after the ser-
vice where he got his text from, he
s!atec‘l‘. “The Bible; a Book | always

read.
Only a Gospel.

The minister of a little Christian
wayside church in Japan was describ-
ing how that day sixteen years before
he had met a colporteur and had pur-
chased a Gospel of St. John from him.
He was but a lad, but a few years
later he was still pondering on the
meaning of life and studied afresh his
Gospel. minister gave him a New
Testament, and shortly after he be-
came a Christian. He declared that
he owed his conversion to the work
of the Bible Society colporteur.

Let Your Light So Shine.

A colporteur called on the proprie-
tor of a general store in an important

town. There were no customers in the
store at the time, so he invited all his
employees to listen to the colporteur,
as to what he had to say regarding the
Christian faith. The result was a sale
of 25 copies of the Scriptures in that
store. The proprietor, in saying good-
bye, said, "'l am not a Christian. |
have not been into a church, but in
Osaka (a city of over three millions
of people), among my relations there
is a Christian family and their lives
tell me what Christianity is.”

After Many Days.

The colporteur reported that he vis-
ited a high school through the kind-
ness of the Principal. He was able to
distribute some New Testaments and
portions among the students. Hap-
pier still, he met Mr. Shimizu, one of
the teachers and an earnest Christian.
| met him years ago when he was a
student in a high school when | told
him of the Saviour of mankind and
urged him to become a Christian. He
did. He then went to the University,
graduating from the Science School,
and is now radiating the joy and love
of the Gospel by the life he leads.

My Own Experience,

I engaged a car to take my wife and
myself out to a seaside place known
as Kamakura. We found the driver
had a very fair knowledge of English.
He took us to a shrine and then a
temple, and asked me what worship
we had in Australia. | told him of our
Christian Church, its services and its
observance of the Sunday (for Sun-
day is not observed in Japan). He
then said, “But you have a Bible, a
very noble Book,"” and | asked him if
he had read it, and he informed me
that he had read parts in Japanese, but
was anxious to read a Bible in Eng-
lish. I told him that my wife and |
would give him a Bible, for he had
said that he did not know where to
obtain one in his own town of Yoko-
hama. How anxious he was for me
to keep some of the money out of the
fare to pay for that Book! | sent him
one from Kobe, the headquarters of
the British and Foreign Bible Society.
When [ reached my home in Sydney
the following letter awaited me; let
me read it to you.

"Dear Mr. and Mrs. Williams,—I
just got a Holy Bible Book you sent
to me from Kobe. It is very kind me
and my mother | open this Book every
night return to home and | read to
my mother by Japanese speak, for
“our God" my mother is going to be
very happy by listening to “our God."
By reading this Book am under-
stand “our God" and right English.

“I hope Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Wil-
liams and your sons and daughters
happy and healthy.

“Please pardon me broken English
in this letter.

Yours faithfully,
Tateishi.”
May the seed sown here bring forth
this lad and others into the Kingdom
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Let me assure you that the circu-
lation of the Scriptures, in Japan or
elsewhere, is worth while. Others may
then enjoy the pleasure and privilege
that is ours of reading the Book that
leads us all to the Higher Life in man-
kind's Saviour,

The Bible Society is a partnership
of Christian people, who unite to se-
cure that everyone who can read may
be able to obtain the Holy Scriptures
printed in his mother's tongue. Will
you join in that partnership?

Already it has helped the Gospel
to speak in over 700 different lang-
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uages, and it has made the Bible the
cheapest Book in the world.

Japan is anxious to read the Bible.
Will you send a copy to someone in

that land, where millions have not yet
heard of Jesus Christ?

.—*___
Wayside Jottings
(By a Tv—a;farer,)

CHRIST’S MARRIAGE LAW.
URING the last three or four

weeks a most astounding series

of events of a fundamentally re-
ligious basis have taken place in Eng-
land; and the issue at stake was whe-
ther a King's private wishes or the
Law of Christ should prevail. And
to the Wayfarer's mind the outcome
has been a fresh instance of the provi-
dential care and love that Almighty
God has for so many centuries mani-
fested towards the English nation and
the British Empire; unworthy as we
are of such goodness.

Whatever may have been common
talk or rumour in England, we in Aus-
tralia had no remotest idea that every-
thing was not all that it should be in
connection with the English Throne.
All that we knew was that we had a
comparatively young king, who never-
theless had made a good impression
by a diligent discharge of his duties as
Prince of Wales, and by an apparent-
ly great interest in the welfare of the
poor and depressed classes. Only
lately his visit to South Wales to con-
duct a personal enquiry into the con-
dition of the unemployed, and his
declaration that ‘‘something must be
done,—something shall be done,”
must have rallied many hearts to an
increasing loyalty to the Throne, and
to personal affection to himself. Be-
side all which we had no reason to
doubt but that our new king would
follow faithfully in the steps of a long
line of ancestors with whom it had
been an unfailing tradition that inclin-
ation was always to be subordinated
to duty; and with whom the kingship
was always regarded, not as a matter
of personal privilege, but as a sacred
trust from God, to be discharged for
His glory and for the welfare of the
Empire.

And then came some disquieting ru-
mours. The Bishop of Bradford put
forth a suggestion that a change
should be made in the Coronation Ser-
vice, and that the Holy Communion
should no longer be an essential part
of it. And in response to a storm of
vehement questioning and expostula-
tion he explained: ‘““The King has no
interest in such matters; perhaps he
may have a private religion of his own
but he does not show it.""—and all the
Empire was astonished and aghast;
and still more so as fresh instances
were adduced of the King's indiffer-
ence to religion; and that since our
previous King's death the atmosphere
of the Court had greatly changed for
the worse; and that men and women
were now welcomed who would not in
previous reigns have been admitted.

And then came big newspaper head-
ings announcing a ministerial crisis of
unprecedented gravity—that the Min-
isters of the Crown had offered the
King certain advice which he had de-
clined to accept;—and we all won-
dered what it could possibly be.

And then we heard it all plainly. It
was in connection with the King's
marriage. The King desired to marry
and to raise to the Throne of Eng-
land a woman who had already been

twice married and twice divorced, and
whose two previous hushands were
still living;—nay, whose second div-
orce was not yet, and would not for
some months be, legally complete.

No wonder that Mr. Baldwin, to his
eternal credit, refused on the part of
the British Government to listen to
such a suggestion; and told the King
plainly that if such a thing were seri-
ously attempted, he and nﬁ his fellow
Ministers would resign, and that the
Leader of the Opposition would refuse
to take office. So that the Empire
would be left without any constitu-
tional government. So that it became
increasingly clear to us all, and to the
King himself, that his only choice lay
between giving up his idea of marry-
ing Mrs. Simpson, and resigning his
position as King.

Then followed a period of suspense
while we all hoped; and most of us be-
lieved, that the King's sense of duty
to the Empire would prevail over his
personal desires. It would have in-
volved sacrifice, but a sacrifice such
as is constantly made by men for the
sake of serving the Empire in the
Army, the Navy, and in the Church
of God; while if he desired an honour-
able marriage, there were many wo-
men of rank and beauty, a union with
whom might have been a source of
blessing and of strength, not only to
him individually but to his ‘fam-
ily and to the Empire. But it was not
to be; and for the sake of that woman
a King of England has failed in his
duty, has abdicated his high position,
and has for ever renounced the Crown
for himself and for his descendants.

It is all very sad, all so different
from what the Empire has now for
centuries learned to expect from the
Royal Family. But the deed has been
done. Edward VIII has formally ab-
dicated, and George VI and Queen
Elizabeth are now King and Queen,
and their accession has been formally
ratified by Act of Parliament.

And yet, there is one standpoint
from which we may be thankful for
what has happened; and it is because
in it all, and through it all, there has
been a vindication of the Marriage
Law of Christ. It was not from the
stand-point of human law, or State
law, that Mr. Baldwin and his fellow
Ministers refused to listen to the sug-
gestion that Mrs. Simpson should be-
come Queen. Alas, we fear that hu-
man and State law has been so relaxed
that such a thing might possibly have
happened. But the Law of Christ
stiginatises the re-marriage of divorced
persons as adultery; and we can only
be deeply thankful that the Law of
Christ has been the guiding star by
which English statesmen have steered
their unhesitating course.

“For the hardness of your hearts,”
said Christ, “Moses permitted separa-
tions." Just as to-day separations are
sometimes necessary, “But from the
beginning,”” He said, ‘“‘marriage was
made indissoluble. Therefore who-
soever puts away his wife, save for
the cause of adultery, and marries an-
other, commits adultery; and whoso-
ever marries her that is put away from
her husband commits adultery.” In
other words, separation may so -
times be necessary, but it does not
annul the marriage. ‘‘Let the wife,”
said St. Paul, “either remain unmar-
ried, or else be reconciled to her hus-
band."” And that Law of God can
never be varied by man.

Godless Governments may pass
what laws they please. Tom, Dick and
Harry, M's.L.A. or M's.L.C., or mem-
bers of any Parliament in the world,
may pretend to set aside the Laws of

Christ; but Christian men will never
admit the validity of such un-Christian
legislation,

If Mr. Baldwin and the other Brit-
ish Ministers had held their peace, and
suffered King Edward to carry out his
purpose of marriage, the King would
yet have been faced with this diffi-
culty, that, from the Archbishop of
Canterbury down to the humblest
Christian minister in the land, not one
would have been found who would
have been willing to prostitute his of-
fice, or desecrate his church, by per-
forming the marriage ceremony. The
King would have had to avail himself
of the services of the Registrar; and
be married in one of the rooms of the
palace.

The Law of Christ has been vindi-
cated. Would to God that Australia
may learn the lesson. The number of
divorces that year by year go through
our Law Courts is appalling; the Way-
farer heard or read lately that there
are over 400 applications still wait-
ing to be listed; and without question,
a very large proportion who apply for
divorce do so with the view of marry-
ing again. It follows, too, that the
majority will probably suppress the
fact of the divorce, and will describe
themselves (as the N.S.W. law allows
them to describe themselves) as bach-
elors and spinsters; and many of them
will, of course, apply to Church of
England clergymen to perform the
ceremony; and these, in all ignorance
and good faith, will probably do so.
The Wayfarer has known a couple,
refused by one clergyman, go straight-
way to a reverend Canon of our
Church, and in due course the Way-
farer read in the ‘Herald"’ of the wed-
ding.

How can it be prevented? The
Wayfarer thinks it must be along the
line of requiring every clergyman to
add, on oath, one more question to
those which he already has to ask.
::Have you been married before?"

80, is your previous partner still
alive " There is no question but that
if people knew that no Christian min-
ister would re-marry them there would
be far fewer applications for divorces.
But he leaves it to wiser men to find
a solution of the problem.

+
A Stirring Call at Bath,

The Rev. T. P. Nicholls, Vicar of Whit.
church, England, and Chaplain to the Bath
and Wells Diocesan Union, in a vigorous
speech at the annual supper of the Bath
Federation of the CEM.S.,, said it did not
matter how old a man was, so long as he
was awake, living in the present, and play-
ing his part as a man. But older men must
re-catch the spirit of youth, The character-
istic of youth is revolt. For a Jong time the
revolt has been against religion, and it has
been successful. That is why so many are
bored to death at 22.

"It is there that CE.M.S, comes in. It is
we who call ourselves Christians who are
the rebels.

“We are in revolt against a pagan world,
ruled by irreligion. | believe that when we
cease to bemoan the past and when we rebel
against the present state of affairs, we shall
as a society recapture the youthful spirit and
be a real force in the world.”

They were the only brotherhood of men
in the Church of England, Mr. Nicholls con-
tinued, and were in revolt against any at-
tempt to establish brotherhood apart from
religion.

They were not just a society for banding
churchmen together for mutual comfort or
admiration, but a society which showed men
outside that they had something to give
them—that they could give them Christ and
all that Christ meant in life.

ac
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The death of the Rev. A. R. Shaw, who
had been living in retirement at Cremorne,
N.S.W., removes one who served in the min-
istry for 43 years in the Dioceses of Goul-
burn and Sydney. A native of Newcastle,
he served for eight years in the old Aus-
tralian Joint Stock Bank before deciding to
enter the ministry. In 1885, he resigned
from the bank and went to Goulburn, where
he was ordained in 1889. He was stationed
at Cooma, Murrumburrah, Holbrook, Maru-
lan, Gundagai, and Gunning at various times.
Tic 1001 e as eatiiotiiedt ba: Ale Shats o
the Belmore and Moorefields parish in Syd-
ney’ and' remained there until 1918, when
he was appointed rector of St. Augustine’s,
Bulli: In 1923 he was sppointed to. St.
John's, Sutherland, where he remained un-
til his retirement. e was twice married,
his first wife being the daughter of the late
Archdeacon Druitt, of Cooma, the second
Deaconess Moberly, the daughter of the
late Rev. S. N. Moberly.

T

Mis; Sroiliongan; Sailuronesatdsnt b 86
Clement's Churchwomen's Guild, Billinud-
gel, North Coast, N.S.W., has just celebrat-
ed her B84th birthday. She was congrat-
ulated at a recent meeting of the guild and
presented with a bouquet.

Miss Elsie Hannam has been appointed
headmistress of Marsden School for Girls,
Bathurst, NS.W. A 'History Honours' grad-
uate of Manchester University, Miss Hannam
came to Australia in 1926, and until 1927
was teaching at Rockhampton Girls' Gram-
mar School, Queensland. Since then she has
been at the Methodist Ladies' College, Bur-
wood, and until the end of the term on De-
cember 16 is Senior History Mistress. Miss
Hannam is a member of the English Speak-
ing Union,

.« s 8+ =

The Primate of Australia (Dr. Le Fanu)
will leave Perth, W.A., by the "Orford” on
January 11 on a holiday tour to England
and Ireland. He expects to return in June
or July. He will attend a meeting of the
Consultative Committee of the Lambeth Con-
ference. The Archdeacon of Perth (Arch-
deacon Hudleston), will be in charge of the
diocese as the Archbishop's commissary.

. L3 L] L]

The Rev. T. E, Fox, who arrived in Syd-
ney by the Otranto several days ago, has
come to Australia at the invitation of the
Bishop of Grafton to commemorate the gold-
en jubilee of Mr. Fox's ordination at Graf-
ton. Mr. Fox, when he left Australia, was
given a parish in England by the late King
Edward VI}., and he held it for 25 years.
He is now 78 years of age. He was the first
Vicar of Tweed River and Byron Bay, and
can remember when there were only |1
houses in Murwillumbah.,

* L] * »

Canon L. H. Lang, of Winchester, Eng-
finid -ligy liean apnolated: Bishor Sufoienh
of Woolwich, and Canon R. H. Moberly
Biglighs bEiBtan ey als 13- u soUAIH. HE thE
Arclbiklion of Cintatiies,

L] . * -

On the 21st of this month the Rev. R. F.
Tacon, Rector of St. Barnabas', Waverley,
will have served in the priesthood of the
Church for a period of twenty-five years.
He was ordained in Wangaratta, Victoria, by
its first bishop, Thomas Henry Armstrong,
proceeding to Phillip Island in the Mel-

Mr. William Alwyn Coleman, at one time
in All Saints" Parish, Bendigo, has joined
the staff of the Yarrabah Mission. Mr. Cole-
man offered to the A.B.M. several years ago,
being a fruit of a Missionary Exhibition,
and was accepted by the Board as a candid-
ate in training, For some months past he
has been working as a catechist under Rev
Joseph Tyson at St. George's, Malvern, Vir.,
and was receiving other training [row the
Brotherhood of St. Laurence.

. . . .

All Lancashire churchmen were interested
in the impressive service which took place in
St. James's Church, Birkenhead, on a recent
evening. ‘Two brothers, who were once
choir boys in the church, dedicated a stained
glass window in memory of their parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Jones. The brothers
passed into the ministry of the Church, both
Became Livernogl incufibantas they. aré. ooy
bishops—one of Sodor and Man (Dr. W.
Stanton Jones) ; the other of Hulme, Man-
chester (Dr. T. Sherwood Jones). They
were accompanied by their brother, M.
Liswellyn Janes, a. Liveznool shipning. off.
cial. The window was subscribed for by
the three sons, whose father was a former
warden of the church,

# - * *

Lovers of the music of Bach will owe an-
other debt of gratitude to Dr, Albert Schweit-
zer, the famous missionary doctor of Lam-
barene, Western Equatorial Africa, and the
well-known interpreter of Bach. For he is
just now engaged on the immense task of
making fifty-two new Bach records on the
organ. For this purpose he has recently
been searching Europe for the ideal instru-
ment. He has found it, he says, in the
church of St. Aurelie, at Strashourg, and
that is where he and a team of recording
experts from London are now working.

- L] # *

A letter has been received in London by
the South American Missionary Society from
the Right Rev. E. F. Every, D.D., CBLE.,
Bishop in Argentina and ~ Eastern South
America, in which he states that he has now
made public his pending resignation to take
place within a year. Bishop Every was con-
secrated Bishop of the Falkland Isles in
1902, and by his unremitting efforts suc-
ceeded in dividing the huge diocese, him-
self taking the newly formed Diocese of Ar.
gentina and Eastern South America in 1909,
The day of Bishop Every's retirement when
it comes will be a sad day for S.AM.S,
people, both at home and in South America.

* * * *

The Rev. N. Fox, Rector of Nowra,
. has been appointed Rector of St.
el's, Flinders Street, Sydney.

. [ L] .

Mr. F. G. Hooke, F.CP.A. of St. Col.
umb's, Hawthorn, Victoria, has just entered
upon his cighty-second year. During the
fifty-three years of the life of St. Columb's
he has been closely associated with its his.
tory. He still holds the offices of Church-
warden, Parochial Nominator and Synod
Representative. In his younger days he had
a large Bible Class of young men, to whom
he was not only the teacher, but the wise
Christian friend, whose kindly guidance di.
rected them into paths of useful employment.
Many of his young men entered the min.
istry. He gave religious instruction regu-
larly in State Schools, and took a very prac-
tical interest in the work of the Sunday
School. The kindergarten room at St. Col.
umb's was built wholly at his expense. For
forty-three years he has been the treasurer
of the Young Men's Christian Association,
remaining true to its interests during the
years of depression.

" L .

The Right Rev. C. E. Curzon, Bishop
Suffragan cf Stepney, has been appointed to
the bishopric of Exeter, made vacant by the
death of the Right Rev. Lord William Gas.
coyne-Cecil. The new Bishop of Exeter was

educated at Christ's College, Cambridge, and
at Salisbury Theological College.

*« o » @

Canon W. G. Williams, Vicar of Aramoho,
Wanganui, has been appointed to the newly-
created post of organiser of Maori church
work for the Dioceses of Waiapu and Wel-
lington, with headquarters at Napier. He
will assist Bishop Bennett in the more ef-
fective organisation of work in the native
pastorates, g

- - - -

The Bishop of George, South Africa, Dr.
H. B. Sidwell, who has lately resigned on
account of old age, was the first African
born white priest to be raised to the epis-
copate. George is a large and thinly popu-
lated diocese, with no great towns or large
ports or fourishing industries. More than
thgee-quarters of the Church population is
coloured, an economically depressed class.

- - * -

Two veterans of the clergy of the Dio-
cese of Melbourne attained the jubilee of
their ordination on December 19, "They are
the Rev. Canon Sutton, B.D., Sub-Dean of
St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Rev. C
Barnes, living in retirement in Camberwell.
The ordination took place at Christ Church,
Ballarat. Canon Sutton had recently arrived
from England to be curate to Archdeacon
Julius.  The Rev. C. H. Barnes was ordained
ta the curacy of St. Paul' ndhurst. Bish
op Thornton was the ordaining Bishop. Eight
other ordinees ordained on the same day
have passed on within the veil,

- - -

The Bishop of Central Tanganyika arrives
in Sydney this week and will be welcomed
in the Chapter House on Tuesday, January
5 at 8 p.m,

- - - .

The Rev. P. J. Evans, Rector of Sans
Souci-Langlea has been appointed Rector of
Christ Church, Enmore, and the Rev. A, L.
Ironside, Rector of St. Peter's, Woolloomoo-
loo, both in the Diocese of Sydney.

__+_._
The Mathematics of
Lotteries.

Ukbeltlnad wit-itankes b an artidls by
M, JohniS, Denteidn the Austealian
Christian World,)

The Lottery as carried out in N.S.W. ab-
sorbs about £27,000 of the people's money
for each issue. Of this amount only
£25,000 is “invested," the balance goes in
postage, etc,

Up to date 323 lotteries have been drawn,
which means that the general public has paid
away £8,700,000, and in return have re-
ceived £5,265,000, a loss of £3,400,000,

Big prizes (Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4), have been
won by only 1292 people; but to gain these,
no fewer than 32,300,000 tickets have been
bought;—that is about ten tickets for every
man, woman and child in the State. So that
only one ticket in every £25,000 can pos-
sibly obtain a big prize; while in the whole
lottery, the chance of winning any prize at
all is | to 123. The writer knows a man
who has taken a ticket in every lottery, and
spent more than £80, and has not yet got
a prize; and he still keeps on paying; though
his chance of winning anything over £5 is
60 to | against him. Level-headed men find
it impossible to understand such un-business
like investments,

But the lottery is not even an honest af-
fair. The odds against the public are .too
overwhelmingly heavy. It is a disgrace to
our Government with a professedly Christian
Premier, that they should so bare facedly
rob the “investors,” 75 per cent. of whom
are not well-off. If the hospitals need Goy-
ernment support it would be better to have
a straight-out “Hospital Tax," on the same
lines as the "Relief Tax," rather than so low-
er the morals of the people.

bourne Diocese, under the late Archbish
Henry Lowther Clarke, then. to South Grat.
ton under Cecil Henry Druitt, Grafton's first
bishop, to Sydney to serve under the late
Archbishop Wright, and now under Arch-
bishop Mowll.

LI T T

Having volunteered to work under the
Church Missionary Society at Karachi in
India, the Rev. . Spence, assistant curate
at St. Mary's Cathedral, Parnell, Auckland,
passed through Sydney last week on his way
to the field. A farewell was tendered to
Mr. Spence by parishioners and friends at
St. Mary's Hill on December 10th, and on
the morning of his departure a dismissal
service was held at the Cathedral at 10
a.m., the Archbishop being the celebrant.
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IMMANUEL.

!l HE Incarnation, which is the open
ing mystery of the Gospel, may

well be n~gardt~d as s grealtest
It we realise the infinite greatness and
goodness of God, as revealed in the
Seriptures and in Nature, and on the
other hand the littleness and evil of
man as described also in the Seriptures
and as exhibited in human nature, it
becomes mnhting to think of an actual
union between them, The Psalmist
might well exclaim: ""What is man that
thou art mindful of him, and
the son of man that thou 80
regardest  him?";  but the Chris
tian has much more reason to ex-
claim with St. Paul, "Without controv
ersy great is the mystery of Godli
nees: God was manifest in the flesh,”
with the blessed sequel It involves,
of course, the most momentous, intel
lectual, and even physical conse
quences. It implies, what science is
daily confirming, that the mind of man
is a reflection of the mind of God, and
can follow the operations of God's
mind in the laws of Nature; while even
the human form, as assumed by our
Lord, becomes an appropriate mani
festation of Divine actions. But the
most momentous of all its results is
that it |)rings the very nature of God
into contact and mutual action with
all the evil and sin of our own nature.
I'he latter, indeed, is the first and
main fact with which its revelation is
associated in its inspired announce-
ments in the Gospels.  “Thou shalt
call His Name Jesus, for He shall save
His people from their sins." “Unto
you is born this day, in the City of
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord." When John saw our Lord
coming to, him, he said, “Behold the
Lamb of God, Who taketh away the
sin of the world,” All other consid-
crations were absorbed in thig that the
Son of God had been born into the
world to save men from their sins and
to die as a Sacrifice. The fascinating
speculations respecting the other ws-
pects of the Incarnation to which we
have alluded, and which have attract-
ed much attention in our own day,
are passed by; and its supreme pur-
pose is viewed in the light of human
sin, and as the Divine means of de.
liverance from it.

The consequences which follow
from this aspect of the Incarnation are
momentous, It makes us realise, in
the first place, the overwhelming na-
ture of the evil from which it is de-
signed to deliver us. It could be over-
come by no less a power than the ac-
tual union of God with the very na-
ture which in men had become so cor-
rupted. This is a reality which has be-
come obscured in our day, but was in-
tensely vivid to the mind of early
Christian teachers like Athanasius.
They had before their eye in glaring
reality the fearful corruption into
which human nature had fallen. It s
described, in features which every
scholar knows to be historically true,
in the dreadful picture of the heathen
life of the day drawn by St. Paul in
the first chapter of the Epistle to the
Romans. There is no exaggeration in
that lurid picture, and there was no
visible influence in the Roman world,

cultured as it was, to change it. But
except in actual idolatry, does not
modern civilisation exhibit a grievous
approach to it?  Are not the very do-
ings of large groups of people to-day,
to which the Archbishop of Canter-
bury drew attention in his sermon in
London after King Edward's abdica-
tion, the tragic happenings in Spain,
and the welter of Europe’s life a reve-
lation of the prevalence of passions
among us grievously like -St. Paul's
catalogue in another Epistle: “Men
shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphem-
ers, disobedient to parents, unthank-
ful, unholy lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God.” Thank God
there are also great areas of life in
which are seen the virtues which
Christ and His Church have implanted
in the world, the noble Christian vir-
tues whick are the opposite of pagan
vices, But the sin and waywardness
and irreligion so evident in the world
lo-dny are ('('vluin]y the outcome and
the manifestation of the old vices of
ambition, pride, violence, selfishness,
false thoughts of God and low concep
tions of man. The same may be said
of the social troubles and passions
which we see let loose in Spain or
Abyssinia. They exhibit in great mea
sure the truth of St ,|mnl~s's vxplmm—
tion. “From whence come wars and
fightings among you? come they not
ht-nr(*, even of your lusts that war n
your members?  Ye lust, and have
not; ye kill, and desire to have, and
cannot nblniu: ye ﬁghl and war, yet
ye have not, because ye ask not."”
Those lusts and passions still rage
among us; and even when checked by
such influences of Christianity as sub-
sist among us, they were sufficient to
provoke the awful miseries of war. A
great deal of modern (lmuuhl and ](-g—
islation is founded upon the sSupposi-
tion that human nature is good and
can be trusted. But the Great War
and su]m(-quvnl dnings ought to make
men realise that the passions of hu-
man nature are still like the winds
pent up in the cave of A(‘OIIIS. liable
"to be let loose at any moment, and to
epread devastation in human life.

It is this stupendous evil out of
which the. Incarnation is designed to
save us. It rests on the primary truth
that man was made in the image of
God after His likeness, and that it is
only by the realisation of that image
that it can correspond with the Divine
intention that it should be “very
good.”  Accordingly the Scriptures
reveal in increasing degree the Divine
purpose of restoring and strengthen-
ing the harmony between God and
man which existed at the first, and was
broken by human sin. Step by step
the will of God is more fully revealed,
namely, that Christ, by His Spirit, is
able to bring men into union with Him.-
self, and in Him into union with God,
and the whole influence of the God.
head could be brought more and more
to work in the heart of man, and to
bring it into harmony with God's
image. Human nature may be amel-
iorated, no doubt, by reason and hu-
man laws, to a certain extent, and for
a certain time. But it cannot be re-
generated, and Society cannot be per-
manently renewed and purified except
by direct communion with God,
through God's Word, which is incar.
nate in our Lord Jesus Christ. That
Word is to be heard first of all in the
Old Testament, in which the voice of
God from generation to generation is
recorded, and in which the will and
mind of God are revealed in their ac-
tual relation to human experience. But
those revelations cannot be fully un-
derstood until their full meaning is

manifested in the person of our Lord,
the true Immanuel, one with His
Father, and also one with us. In Him,
His life and death, resurrection and
ascension, the union of God with man
is consummated, and our hearts and
our natures are one with God so far
as they are one with Him. The prac-
tical conclusion, for ourselves and our
country, is one which is sadly obscured
in our time. It is that “all form is
formless, order orderless,” which is
not based upon the Christian faith,
and which is not maintained by con-
stant obedience to that faith, alike in
private and in public life. In particu-
lar it is opportune to say that constant
communion with the Scriplures, with
the will and work of God as recorded
in the Old Testament, and with the
life and work of the Son of God as
revealed and embodied in the Incar-
nate Saviour in the New Testament, is
the frst condition for growing into the
image of God. There is too much
danger of this being forgotten, even
in the Church itself. It is, 100, pos-
sible for such siress to be laid upon
even the Sacraments of our n'd('mp-
tion that the Word of Christ and of His
l"utln-v. upon which those Dacraments
rest, is n‘lrgau-d to a br(‘ondary p[acf-
But if the communion of the soul with
|h(' llli”(l ﬂ“(l wl“ ()' (;0(‘ is to b("
maintained, a constant intercourse with
the Smiptuu’s must be kepl in the very
forefront of a Christian life. In Christ's
words and in those of His prophets,
we can l'l' certam n‘ .‘il'l'in“ (;Qd ﬂll(i
hearing Hinw and of realising the In-
carnation in the human form in which
God there manifests Himself. It fol-
lows also that the preaching of the
Gospel, the conversion of souls to
Christ, and all the work of the Church
in all our Christian communions, is
the most essential of all the means for
bringing peace and good will, and true
happiness to our people, our nation,
and Empire. In proportion as Christ,
hl"nﬂ"‘l?'. (;()(I '"(‘ﬂr”at(' iﬂ uphffld
among us, in private and in public, in
our own hearts, in our families, and in
our public life, may we hope for the
emancipation of our nature from the
“sin and wickedness” by which we are
so grievously enslaved, and for our
becoming “a royal priesthood, a holy
nation,"”" showing forth "‘the praises of
Him Who has called us out of dark-

ness into His marvellous light.”

Ll
The Challenge of Christmas.

Archbishop of York's Plea,

The approach of Christmas with its mes-
sage of peace on earth has been converted
during recent years into the most searching
challenge presented to our consciences by
any moment of the Church's year, says the
Archbishop of York in the course of a let.
ter to his diocese. When we contemplate
the state of the world, the jealous fears of
the nations, the despairing isolation of large
numbers of the unemployed, the Christmas
message which brings comfort for efernity
brings a challenge.

Dr. Temple continues: “If we are Chris.
tians we know what is first needed by way
of answer to that challenge; it is to remem-
ber that in the angelic song, ‘Peace on
Earth," follows ‘Glory to God." With our
new-found command over nature, and our
capacity to bend its forces to our purposes,
we have tended to leave God out of our
thoughts. So the new powers bestowed by
science have created as many problems as
they have solved, and now threaten to de-
stroy the civilisation which they have creat-
ed. Let us this Advent turn our minds
back to God, the Sovereign King and Judge,
and learning to give all glory to Him, pre-
pare ourselves to receive the inward and
outward peace which are His gifts to the
men of His good pleasure.”

e
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A Seasonable Word.

IN no perfunctory way do we con-
vey to our readers the time-
honoured phrase, *'A happy Christ-

mas.” We do it in the mind of Addi-

son, who long ago said, "'l have al-
ways preferred cheerfulness to mirth,

Ihe latter | consider a phase, the

former as a habit of the mind. Mirth

is short and transient; cheerfulness
fixed and permanent. Those are often
raised into the greatest transports of
mirth who are subject to the greatest
depression of melancholy; on the con-
trary, cheerfulness (though it does not
give the mind such an exquisite glad-
ness) prevents us from falling into any
depths of sorrow. Mirth is like a flash

of lightning that breaks through a

gloom of clouds and glitters for a mo-

ment; ("h(‘l'rfu'“f’s! k(‘(‘ps up a l\'illd “'

(la_vlighl in the mind and fills it with

a steady and perfect serenity.”
Addison's distinction is worth re-

membering, [t is certainly borne out

by the teaching of Holy Seripture, in
which the mirth of a merry soul may
be contrasted with the deep, abiding
joy of which the Saviour spoke when

He desired that His disciples’ joy

might be full, and of which Paul testi-

fied when he bade his converts, ‘“'re-
joice in the Lord always, and again |

say ll‘jni("(’,“ .lil'l"’ j()y comes ﬁ(’l‘u”(]

in the analysis of the fruit of the Spirit

and its sterling worth is evidenced by
its triumph over trial—"in much af-
fliction with joy of the Holy Ghost"

—"we glory in tribulations also."
T'his is the Christmas cheer of which

the nnu(‘l spokt' to the sh(‘phvr(ls of

Bethlehem—" bring you good tidings

of great joy which shall be to all

people.” So that when we wish our

friends “'a merry Christimas,”” or “a

happy Christmas,” we should desire

for them a season brimful of holy
mirth but, at the same time, of last.
ing happiness. The world is sad be.
cause it is sin-cursed, and only those
of its inhabitants know the secret of
true joy into whose hearts the “‘Say.
iour, Christ the Lord" has poured the
gladness of His pardon and His peace,

Let us remember that Christmas
cheer in this highest sense is no self-
ish thing. If, in the words of the well-
known hymn, we can say—"| found
in Him a resting-place and He has
made me glad,” our cheer will over-
flow into channels of help and blessing
to others. Each succeeding Christmas
in the interval before our Lord's re.
turn will find numberless hearts and
homes in the depths of sorrow and
poverty. It is right that the activities
of Christian philanthropy should be
stirred in a special way on their be-
half at Christmastide.

As the next issue of our “'Austral-
ian Church Record” will not be in cir.
culation until January 6, we also take
this opportunity of wishing our sup-
porters a very happy and blessed New
Year, coupled with our sincere thanks
for the support they have unfailingly
givén us. We Evangelicals have a
great heritage to uphold. The oppor-
tunities for service are wider than they
have ever been, and we confidently
appeal for a continuance of that loyal
help and co-operation we have receiv-
ed in our efforts to maintain and de.
fend the abiding principles of Evan-
gelical churchmanship.

The Great Crisis.

Moral Principles Vindicated.

HE  Archbishop of Melbourne,
preaching in St. Paul's Cathedral
on the Sunday following King Ed-

ward's abdication, made no specific
reference to the crisis itself.

The Archbishop of Sydney, in his
Cathedral, said:—

“Our prayers to-day are vested with
a special significance, for we have
passed through a period of never-to-
be-forgotten sirain. It is incredible to
think that I\ing Edward has |)ilsm'd
outside the Empire. We still labour
under a sense of shock."

“It is not for us to question his
choice, and although he has left us we
shall always keep him in our hearts.
The Empire should be thankful that
the King had as an adviser, to inter-
pret the mind of the British folk, a
man like Mr. Baldwin, and that the
former Kinp,. as the great gentleman
he had always been, had remained at
his country home rather than return
to Buckingham Palace, where there
might have been demonstrations of
some kind or other. Another cause
for thankfulness was that there had
been no constitutional crisis.

He hoped that the former Kinu
would find some avenue of service
still open to him.

It was a matter for thankfulness
that the new King and Queen were
ready for the emergency, after having
already been tested and proven, | hey
had HII(’H(‘Iy been taken to the people's
hearts. They all felt for Queen Mary
in her great anguish of heart during
the week, for she had been a tower
of slrung!h to the Throne and the Em-
pire.

Conflict of Ideals.
The Atrchbishop of Brisbane, in St

John's Cathedral, Brisbane, said:—

“Events have occurred during the
last week as tragic as any that ever
darkened the page of British hisiory.
A Monarch beloved, in the prime of
“{('. IlnH ('Vﬂ('uﬂ“'(] hi” I hr()”(‘ A"“HI (I(“
parted into the obscurity of private
citizenship.

"King Edward VIII has told us in
his own ')miul('ﬂs( message that he
(’U“I(I no ln”u(’r 'H'ﬂr lh(' ')\”lll'“ ()f
authority without the assistance of the
woman he loved. No one would wish
to pass personal judgment upon the
author of such a protestation, but the
whole Empire, in allowing the King
to abdicate on such a ground, has
shown unhesitatingly that in its view
such a love was not proper for the
wearer of the British. Crown.

"As churchmen we must be pro-
foundly thankful that the standards
which we believe to have been set for
us by Divine Providence, and for
which we have striven during the
whole of our long history, have been
thus vindicated before the bar of the
nation.

"l should be neglecting my duty if
I did not point out what appear to be
the moral consequences of such a step
for the nation as a whole. |t means
that we have taken a decided stand in
a great moral issue and that we should
e prepared to abide by the standard
that we have thus set up.  All of us
are involved in this matter, We can-
not logically demand one standard
from the King and accept another for
ourselves.
“When henceforth further propos-
als are made to bring laxity into mar-
ried life, must we not pause and ask

whether we are really prepared to
grant that for which a Monarch has
found it necessary to yield up his
crown? ‘The Times' has told us that
the conflict lay between an exotic so-
ciety and the hard core of British fam-
ily tradition.

“Essentially | believe that statement
to be true, and to reach down to the
very heart of the matter; but | think
we shall be flattering ourselves unduly
if we lay any emphasis upon the word
‘exotic.” | believe that many of us
who have watched closely the trend of
events in English society during the
last generation will feel on]y too good
reason to fear that a grave lowering
of moral and social standards has tak-
en place among ourselves. It is that
low«'ring of standards that has made
possible this appalling crisis,.  The na-
tion has now made its decision. It is
for us to abide by the logical conse-
quences.’’

Sanctity of Marriage.
T'he Bishop of Bendigo, preaching

in St. David's, Kyabram, Victoria,
with reference to the abdication and
its lessons, emphasised the stability
and flexibility of the British I'hrone
In every instance, he said, the down.
fall of previous civilisations was pre-
ceded by a process of moral “rotten-
ness.” The material progress of the
world depended upon the preserva-
tion of a moral standard.

"The gravity of the situation of
morality | look upon as being of the
utmost importance,” Dr, Baker added,
“because the sanctity ol marriage is
the very bedrock of our civilisation.
Vl'hl)ll\,’]l moral standards lo»dily are
not what they were in the Victorian
era, what would have happened if the
former King Edward had pursued a
course of action that n.;g]n have ig-
nored the moral issue? However
much we might disagree with the ab.
dication, we must admire his frank,
open conduct.  We ought to be ex.
tremely thankful that such a wise and
strong man as Mr. Baldwin was Prime
Minister of Eng]nnd in a time of such
unparalleled  difficulties, There s
cause for gratitude and thankfulness,
too, that the heart of the people re-
mains sound.

“l venture to prophesy,” said Dr.
Baker, “that we shall witness such an
exhibition of loyalty to the Throne as
we hHV(' never seen ]}(‘f()l‘('. Whﬂt
other nation in the world could have
undergone such a  revolution and
emerged without harm ? Righteous-
ness exalteth a nation, but a nation
cannot continue to exist unless the
people who compose it are a right-
eous people."”

——— ‘—.—_4
The Father’s Will.

“Lo, I come; in the volume of the Book it
is wrilten of Me, | delight to do Thy will,
O my Godi yea Thy law is within my
heart."—Psalm xI. 7, 8,

To do Thy will, hehold 1 come,

Content to leave the heavenly Home,

Content to live and die

A member of the human race,

That the redeemed may share My place

At Thy right hand on high!

To do Thy will, *mid to‘l and pain,

To make it the sweet, ¢ ad refrain

Of moments and of day:

Thy love to tell, Thy grace to show,
That sinners, loosed from s v may know
The glory of Thy ways!

To do Thy will, in service free,
To love as Thou hast loved me—
Be this My joy,
Till on the cros

take the sinner's cur
And bear his sins away !

sest gloom

and doom
—N.F.D.
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NEW SOUTH WALLES.

Diocese of Sydney.
ST. LUKE'S HOSPITAL.

Archdeacon Charlton, Acting Chairman
ol Directors, presided at the 17th annual
meeting of Si. Luke's Hospital, Darlinghurst,
Sydney, last week. He was warmly applaud-
ed when he spoke appreciatively of the set-
vices to the hospital of the chairman of
directors (Mr. A. M. Hemsley, ML.C.), who
was absent on account of illness,

Bishop Pilcher, in moving the adoption of
the annual report, said that the community
ought to think more of hospitals than it did.
Many agencies tried to m..L.- people believe
that any queer thing could cure discase
I'here were all sorts of nostrums. The amaz
ing thing was that the public bought them
Ihose who put them forth fattened on the
credulity of the public.

Bishop Pilcher said that the ethics of the
medical profession were to.day very high.

Sir Chatles Blackburn, Lady Harvey, Lady
Wade, and Mrs, P, Crossing were re-elected
directors, on the motion of Dr. H. Skipton
Stacy, one ol the directors, who said that
St. Luke's could fairly claim to be one of
the best-equipped private intermediate hos
pitals in the State. The motion was sup-
ported by Mrs, J. L. Ruthven, another of
the directors,

Mr, E. B. Giles was re-elected auditor, on
the motion of the president of the Waverley
centre  (Mrs. Hall Johnston), seconded by
the president of the Burwood centre (Mrs,
W. J. Hull).

Mrs. Hubert Fairfax, a member of the
board of directors, proposed a vote of thanks
to centres, subscribers and donors, also to
the sewing circle and the hon, treasurer
(Mr. E. S, Watkins). She said that the
hospital owed much to the steadfast devo
tion and loyalty of all those who had associ-
ated themselves with it

The motion was supported by Canon How-
ard Lea, of the board of directors,

Chapel Dedicated.

Several days prior to the annual meeting
the Archbishop of Sydney dedicated a chapel
it the hospital,  Dr. Mowll read the licence
granting authority for the use of the chapel,
established within the precincts of the hos-
pital, and to he used in connection with it
for Divine worship, and giving power to the
Rev. C. A, L. Lucas, Rector of St. John's,
Darlinghurst, to perform Divine worship and
the Holy Sacraments on the second Sunday
ol every month at 10 a.m.

Dr. Mowll said that he felt he was ex
pressing the feelings of the gathering when
he said how thankful he was that the nurses’
residence had been enlarged to enable the
chapel to be provided, and he thanked Mrs.
Hubert Fairfax and her friends, who had put
their hearts into the task of providing a
place where patients and members of the
hospital could seck quiet and meditation.

Diocese of Newcastle.
THE BISHOP'S LETTER.

The Bishop writes to his diocese:—

On Saturday, November 20th, the Arch-
bishop of Sydncy (who was secompanied by
Mrs. Mowll and Archdeacon Johnstone) paid
a special visit to Allynbrook to preach at
a  service in  commemoration of Bishop
Broughton. His Grace's visit gave the great-
est possible pleasure, and it was entirely ap-
propriate that it should have been made in
the Broughton Centenary year. We are in-
deed most grateful to the Archbishop and

to Mrs. Mowll for sparing a whole day for
the purpose. And | do most sincerely con-
gratulate the Rector of Gresford and his
colleagues for the outstanding success of all
the arrangements which they mads. | can
truly say that no function | have attended
in the diocese has given me greater pleasure,
Th Season of Advent, which begins in
a few days now, is used in this Diocese to
call special attention to the Church's mis-
sionary obligations. * And on the Third Sun-
day in Advent (13th December), all offer-
ings made in the churches of the diocese
are by Ordinance of Synod given to Mis-
sions, May | emphasise most strongly my
hope that there will be a very liberal re
sponse to the appeal. We are at present
very much behind in our missionary contri-
bution, but if anyone will increase, even by
a little, his or her ordinary contribution to
the collections on that Sunday, the result
would go a long way towards making up the
deficiency. The Rural Deans are arranging
for an interchange of pulpits on the Sec-
ond Sunday in Advent so as to draw atten-
tion to the urgency of the appeal. Naothing
would encourage me more than to know that
the Diocese had once more reached or pass-
ed the quota assigned to it by the Australian
Board of Missions. During the years of de-
pression there may have been some excuse
tor our failure to reach our assessment, hut
there ought to be none now. ay | remind
you that these Diocesan Quotas are required
in_ full if the existing work is to be main
tained? If they are not reached the work
has to be curtailed, and surely we can, none
of us, be willing that that should happen.
It may be known to you that the Diocesan
Council has asked the Reverend A. N, Wil
liamson, Rector of St. John's, Newcastle, to
undertake organising work for Home and
Foreign Missions throughout the diocese. Mr.
Williamson is peculiarly well fitted for this
task, because in addition to his organising
ability he has the advantage of having had
two periods of active missionary service, and
knows the work of the Missions from the
inside.  He will begin his work in Febru-
ary, and 1 would bespeak the co-operation
of all the parishes in facilitating it. It s
specially desirable that each parish should
be willing to accept the date which Mr, Wil-
liamson suggests for his visit, so that his
programme can be carried out  with the
greatest possible economy of time.

Diocese of Goulburn.

The Diocesan Children's Home Committee
met on the |19th also, and opened the ten-
ders for the extension of “Wandara," ‘‘Wan-
dara," of course, is the gift of the executors
of the late Mrs. Laura G, Bell to the Diocese,
and in her memory. It is a magnificent
property, and the Council proposes to con-
vert it into a permanent home capable of
accommodating 40 children and the neces-
sary staff, It accepted a tender of Messrs,
W. E. Armstrong and Sons for £3,569. That
means that altogether in extension and re-
furnishing the Diocese is committed to a
total expenditure of some £4,300, of which
it has in sight immediately about £1,200,
together with the value of the old home if,
and when, sold. Further donations to the
capital fund for the extension of the home
are required, and confidently expected.

TARCUTTA.

The township of Tarcutta observed its
Centenary over the second week-end in De.
cember.  The observance, which was sin.
cerely planned as a community effort, in the
end was celebrated by the Anglican congre-
gation only, en then the attendance at
the various services was not what it should
have been. With a few exceptions Tarcutta
has not yet developed an historical sense,

BARKER COLLEGE, HORNSBY

President of Council—THE MOST REV. THE LORD ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY.
The School receives DAY BOYS and BOARDERS, and provides a thorough education
of the highest class at moderate fees,

Every facility is offered for a healthy outdoor life. Prospectus, etc., upon application
to Mr. H. G. WILKINSON, Watson House, 9-13 Bligh Street, Sydney, or to

W. S. Leslie, M.A., Headmaster,

On Friday, the |Ith December, the Bish-
op confirmed in St. Mark's Church 1
candidates. The service was well attended.
On Saturday, the 12th, a Garden Party was
held in the Rectory grounds. Two factors
militated against its success. Most of the
townspeople were attending the funeral of
a pioneer, the late Mr. Anthony Brunskill.
The weather, too, was uncertain, with sey-
eral sharp showers. The Bishop and others
had been asked to speak, but decided to
hold over their addresses until the Sunday
alternoon,

On Sunday the services at 8 am. and |1
a.m. witnessed large attendances. In the
afternoon the Tumut Band played in the
Rectory grounds and the faithful women of
the parish dispensed afternoon tea. Several
parties from the country centres picnicked
in the grounds between services. The at-
tendance in the afternoon was so poor that
again the project of a parochial rally with
set speeches had to be abandoned.  Rain
threatened again in the afternoon, but held
off until just after Evensong had begun, when
it poured steadily for the remainder of the
night. The congregation at Evensong was
only fair. The Registrar gave the address.

A lot of really hard work had been put
into the organisation of the centenary week-
end, and it speaks volumes for that faithful
work that, despite the poor attendances, the
contributions and proceeds at least cleared
expenses,

The souvenir booklet, containing the his-
tory of the parish, was well sold, as were al
80 some attractive calendars with pictures

of St. Mark's

Diocese of Armidale.
THE BISHOP'S LETTER.

The Bishop writes to his diocese:—

It is seven years to-day since | was con-
secrated to be your Bishop. May | write
briefly some impressions, There has beea
much joy in these seven years; there have
been also some disappointments and mis.
understandings. | am indeed thankful for
the ‘o-operation of so many of the clergy
and laity who have seen their Churcl not
merely as a help but as an opportunity, an
instrument of God, and so given freely their
time, their service, and some also their pos-
sessions that He may be glorified.

As | look back, the outstanding impres-
sions these years have made upon me is that
of the "uncertainty” that seems to domin-
ate human affairs, the large element in life
that seems beyond our control. | think
this is more noticeable in country than in
city. The depression, the unemployment,
droughts and losses in stock and grain, the
orces that make for antagonisms within
the home, the nation, and between the na-
tions have all been experiences that have
come under my eyes and before my mind.

have seen so many of you feeling helpless
before life, and thinking of life as full of
chance and of luck. As a result, for 1
think it is a definite result of this seeming
“chanciness™ of life, | have found two things
remarkably common. (1) Gambling; and
(2) Sunday sport to the exclusion of wor-
ship, ~Many of you worship chance (for
gambling is that), a superstitious worship of
the god who seems to govern life, Gamb-
ling is finally a denial of a belief in a living
God.  And as to Sunday sport, which ex.
cludes worship—it is a way of escape from
life, a chance of forgetting, a living on the
physical level in that leisure between the
end of one working week and the beginning
of the next, so that the mind may dodge its
cares,

‘Diocese of Bathurst.
WEST WYALONG CHURCH.
The Bishop of Bathurst (Bishop Wylde)

laid the foundation stone of the new St. Bar-
nabas’ Church at West Wyalong last Satur-
day.

The building is being constructed of brick
with the introduction of darker tone and nar-
row bricks in the outside walls. The inside
will be plastered, with a sandstone surface
finished in a mellow tone, The roof is of the
open timbered type, and it will be insulated
against extremes of temperature. In the
new church there will be a deep chancel
and sanctuary, vestries, organ recesses, nave,
arched aisle, and cloister and tower.

MISS E. N. TRESS :: TYPIST.

Ready to receive work at the Church
Record  Office, Diocesan Church House,
George Street, Sydney.

REASONABLE CHARGES,
Duplicating by Ar

(_\

“
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VICTORIA.

Diocese of Melbourne.
THE ARCHBISHOP'S LETTER.

The Archbishop writes:—

The Bishops of the Province of Victoria
have been assembled in conference at Bish.
opscourt from November 30 to December 4.
Various problems have been discussed, an
the new Bishop of Ballarat has been with us
for the first time. It is a matter of great
importance to the wellbeing of the Church
in this Province that the Bishops are able to
meet three times a year for prayer and dis
cussion and common administration.

Once more we are in the season of Ad-
vent, and as we think again of the first com-
ing of Jesus Christ on Christmas Day we
look forward to the time when He shall
come again, when the world is ready for the
completion of His Kingdom upon earth. As
we think of this let us pray for grace “that
we may cast away the works of darkness
and put upon us the armour of light now
in the time of this mortal life . . . that
we may rise to the life immortal, through
Him Who liveth and reigneth, now and
ever

MELBOURNE BOYS' HOME,
Inquiry to be Ordered.

An inquiry into the management of St.
Martin's and St. John's homes for hoys, C
terbury, has been ordered by the Chief Sec
retary for Victoria. This announcement was
made to-day after Mr, Bailey, the Chief Sec.
retary, had conferred with Archhishop Head
concerning complaints made by a deputation
representing the Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children, about the manage-
ment of the homes, The inquiry was asked
for by the Archbishop, the Rev. Eric Thorn-
ton, who has charge of the homes, and the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Chil-

ren.

Diocese of Gippsland.
THE BISHOP'S LETTER.

Writing to his diocese the Bishop says:—

I think we clergy are still living in the
after-glow of the Retreat for Clergy.

Wherever we foregather, conversation
seems to come round to it. The pleasure to
Mrs. Cranswick and me of having it at
Bishopscourt was great. We hope that the
campers were really comfortable, The fact
that our leader and conductor was Dr. Aza-
riah, the Indian Bishop of Dornakal, was
in itsell unique. As he talked to us day by
day in his own inimitable way about the
life of Jeremiah as illustrating the inner
meaning of the ministry, East was no longer
East nor West West; but a Father-in-God
from the ancient land of India dealt with
us of this new land as if he knew all the
circumstances of our lives—our sins and
failures, our joys and sorrows, our chal-
lenges and opportunitie. As a member
long ago of his Diocese, the only white-
skinned priest among dark-skinned brothers,
I knew what it was like to have the experi-
ence as one of his clergy of being ministered
to in this way by the Bishop. To have him
come and give the same ministry in Gipps.
land was for me an experience that seemed
almost too good to be true, Added to this,
the Bishop was our guest again for the first
time since that privilege had often been
ours in our Indian home. Both to him and
to Mrs. Cranswick and myself it brought
back a flood of memories.

St. Anne's Public School for Girls.

Acting upon the advice of the Diocesan
Council | have invited St. Anne's to make
its permanent home at what has been known
for many years as the Divinity Hostel. This
is a fine brick building beautifully situated
o1 2 e bndld feaing Mt 1k heehien e
cided to spend £3000 in converting this
building into an up-to-date modern day and
boarding school for girls. This means that
next yase thor Diocass il Hg: in posishston
of one of the best equipped schools in the
State. Already among the 26 boarders are
girls from the remotest bounds of the Dio.
cese, and | cannot tell you how I rejoice to
think that now at the heart of our Church
life we can offer a Christian education given
on the basis of the Faith that means every-
thing to all those who love our Lord Jesus
Christ.  Added to this, St. Anne's is able to
give educational facilities to Gippsland girls
that are second to none. | invite all our
people throughout the Diocese without ex-
ception to contribute to the cost of this great
enterprise,  Many have already given gen-
erously. But | want you all to have a share

CATECHIST wanted, leading Sydney sub-
urban parish.  Apply office of this
paper.

RECTOR OF COOMA would exchange Rec
tories January with Sydney or suburh
an Rector; urgent and Sunday dut
Alpine air, scenery, drives, Wire reply.

in establishing this first Church public school

for girls in our Diocese. | know that Gipps-

land is going to be very proud of it, but |

am anxious that all who love our Church will

make this pride their own by offering their

contribution, large or small, to Archdeacon
eir,

I send you all my good wishes for Advent.
| pray that for you all it may mean a new
apprehension of what it means to have our
Lord really come into our lives, | want
to recommend you to read one of the most
remarkable of recent books, viz.: “The God

ho Speaks, ' by Dr. Streeter. The Aus-
tralian price is 7/6, and it is well worth the
expenditure, The main thought lying be
hind it is that of the limitations of the pure
ly intellectual approach to the challenge of
Christian faith and life, The purpose of
the book is to show that God has a plan for
individual lives and that anyone may un-
derstand the ways in which He communi-
cates that plan to us. The writer demon-
strates in a wonderful way the fact that the
Bible is essentially the record of the deal
ings of God with the individual soul, and
that such a thing as continuous and direct
guidance from God is gloriously possible

QUEENSLAND.

Diocese of Brisbane.
THE ARCHBISHOP'S LETTER,

The Archbishop writes to his diocese:

I have received a number of enquiries
about the service that will be authorised for
use in churches throughout the Empire on
a Sunday or week day about the date of the
King's Coronation, 1 have been in touch
with the Archbishop of Canterbury on the
subject and | am informed in a letter dated
October 13th that no decision has yet heen
reached as to the nature of the services, but
that every effort will be made to get this
matter settled in time for copies to be sent
out to the Dominions.

It is possible that if the services are simp-
ly recommended by the English Archbishops
and not officially promulgated by order of
the Privy Council, they may be reprinted
out here. But the position is still obscure
and nothing is likely to be definitely settled
until towards the end of the year

* * * *

With regard to the Theological College,
the laying of the foundation stone, instead
of being on December 8th, as suggested in
my last letter, will now take place on Sun
day afternoon, December 13th. [ hope that
as many as possible will be present to give
us their support on that occasion,

There is still an opportunity for the gen
crous to assist our funds, When we first
launched the appeal a year ago we asked
for £5000. At the moment we have £4200
ol that sum in cash or in definite promises.
We hope that the remaining £800 will be
given before the building is erected,

* * * *

I have been interested lately in a new
effort that is being made by the Bishops in
England to keep the laity in touch with
recent developments in theological thought.
I myself believe that one of the great diffi-
culties of the present time is the gulfl that
is gradually widening between the pulpit
and the pew. All clergy have some train-
ing in modern theological methods; while a
very small proportion of the laity have any
such knowledge at all. The consequence is
that if the preacher talks about his subject
in a well-informed and intelligent way he is
often not understood. But if he does not
talk intelligently - he is sometimes accused
of treating his congregation as mere child-
ren. We have somehow to recreate a com-
mon language for use in discussions on that
part of religion whick borders upon
theology.

The Bishops at home have set up a com
mittee to produce a number of simple but
up-to-date books on great religious themes.
These books are to be known as The Dio-
cesan Series, and will be produced at the
rate of one in each year. The first volume
has recently appeared. It is called "Our
Faith in God" and is written by the new
Dean of St. Paul's who is one of our great-
est religious philosophers. It is an admir-
able volume, well calculated to inspire and
instruct both clergy and laity. It is pub-
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The Home Mission Sociefy

(Diocese of Sydney)

THE CHURCH IN ACTION
Assists needy parishes in making grants
towards stipends, pensions, Church buildings,
Supports a full time Chaplain at the Child-
ren's Court,
Has a Church Hall at Happy Valley Un.
employed Camp. Is financing a mission on

the Hawkesbury River.

You are asked also to contribute to—

One Red Letter
Day

Fund to provide Christmas Trees for 1,700
Children in poor areas

Send your donations to—
REV. R. B. ROBINSON,
Diocesan Church House,
George Street, Sydney.

Distinctive Memorials!

FREDK. W. TOD & SONS

Church Furniture Specialists,
Office: 170 COTTENHAM AVENUE,
SOUTH KENSINGTON.

Phone FX 2346,

POSITIONS VACANT.
Vacancy for

CHAPLAIN to CRANBROOK SCHOOL

Church of England Boarding and Day School
for Boys, Bellevue Hill, Sydney.

The Chaplain is responsible for all Chapel
services during Term, and for the teaching
of Scripture throughout the School. He |
also required to take some ordinary class
teaching

Preference will be given to a University
Graduate who is prepared to reside in the
School House.

Salary £250 p.a. Duties commence Feb.
ruary, 1937, if possible

Applications in writing, should be address.
ed to the Headmaster,

Brooks, Ropinson

PTY. LIMITED

STAINED GLASS
STUDIOS

Memorial
Stained
Glass
Windows

Opus Sectile
Mosaic
Memorial
Tablets

and
Mural
Decorations

Designs & Prices
submitted
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lished in this country at the moderate price
of 3/-. | could wish that every incumbent
would gather around him the most intelli-
gent of his people and discuss the hook with
them chapter by chapter. At home there
is a definite organisation for the furtherance
of this kind of work. It seems to me that
an energetic parish priest could meet the
need without any fixed and cumbrous mach-
inery. | should be pleased personally to
give advice to any of the clergy who would
cage to write to me on the matter,

e e
SOUTH AUSTRALI

Diocese of Adelaide.
THE BISHOP'S LETTER.

The Bishop writ

At an anxious imne in the history of our
world we enter upon the solemn period of
Advent.  December is a very busy month,
with examinations and prize-givings, and the
beginning of holidays, and great cricket
matches, and secular preparations for
Christmas, Let us all determine to find some
time also for spiritual preparation for true
Christmas rejoicing, and make our Christ-
mas communion a great act of thanksgiving
for the birth of Jesus Christ into this world
of ours

December Gth is Missionary Sunday for
some parishes.  Let the United Missionary
Exhibition bear fruit. It closed on Novem-
ber 5th, and it was in many ways a great
success; but it was too far [rom the centre
of the city to command big attendances. It
had two great objectives—information and
inspiration.  Of the first there was no lack;
the opening addresses and the talks, for
mal and informal, at all the courts gave us
facts and food for thought. And | cannot
but think that many have gone away in-
spired by what they heard, and by the per-
sonality of some whom they met. Especially
do we owe a debt to the Bishop of Dornakal,
who gave us unsparingly of his best and of
himself, and who seemed himself to enjoy
every moment. | don't think “Colin" will
ever forget his share in the children’s en-
tertainment on Sunday afterncon, nor will
those who witnessed it forget seeing one of
our most revered Anglican communicants
shaken and asked if he was a Christian !

It was also, | hope, not only an inspira-
tion to better support of our Missions, but
to efforts towards a better understanding be-
tween the members of the churches who
joined in this exhibition. The Bishop of
Dornakal is an apostle of unity, and, a
staunch Catholic himself, pleads for per-
mission for Indians to embark upon their
experiment of a united church with the bles
ing of other Christians. He signed the per-
suasive appeal issued by Indian Christians
last April, and | think | trace his hand in
it all through. Indians in South India have
agreed to have as the basis of a united
church the two Historic Creeds of Christen-
dom, the acknowledgment of the Old and

ew Testament Scriptures, the observance
of the two Sacraments of Holy Baptism and
the Lord's Supper, and the adoption of the
Historic Episcopate in a constitutional form.
Can we not bless such an attempt, and hope
that it will show us all a way to heal our

Revised

Confirmation
Service

Price 1/- per doz.

(Postage extra)

Wm. Andrews Printing Co. Ltd.
433 Kent Street, Sydney
MA 5059

divisions? In the meantime may our United
Exhibition inspire us all to reconsider our
positions !

December 28th should be the climax of
our Centenary Celebrations, for it is ac-
tually the hundredth anniversary of the day
on which the colony of South Australia was
proclaimed near the old gum tree by Gov-
ernor Hindmarsh. The Church will observe
this day by a great communion service in
St. Peter's Church, Glenelg, at 8.30 on that
morning. All parish priests are being asked
to arrange for their congregations to he rep-
resented at this unique service, and | hope
that in its simplicity and earnestness it will
be a worthy expression of the gratitude of
the Church for one hundred years of won-
derful blessing. Admission will be by ticket,
and we shall endeavour to satisfy all de
mands,

To the great regret of many who value
our University, and to the great loss of the
University itself, St. Andrew's College has
heen allowed to close down, when it seemed
to many of us that—I| do not say generous,
but—just treatment on the part of Govern-
ment or University would have given it fresh
life, vigour, and usefulness. We welcome
gladly the prospect of the establishment of
a Roman Catholic residential college, but
we sympathise deeply with all who had the
welfare of St. Andrew's at heart, and we de-
plore its loss to the University and to the
State,

The Archbishop of Canterbury recently
gave an impressive lead to Christian opinion
on the duty of churchmen to take part in
defence of their country. In addressing his
diocesan conference at Canterbury, he said
that the force of an army used for the de
[ence ol the people was right; and that de-
fence would include not only defence of ter-
ritory and of the homes and lives of the
people, but also the protection of those trade
routes on whose freedom the very subsist-
ence ol our people depends. It was idle to
suppose that a State would not be attacked
merely because it announced beforehand that
it would offer no resistance, Complete paci-
fism would bring about greater evils than
it sought to avoid. If all men were honest,
just and peaceful, no difficulty would arise,
ut there were always men in any commun-
ity who were dishonest, unjust and violent,
They would not be impressed by non-re
ance; they would only take advantage of it.
Were they to be left to work their evil wills
upon the community ?

The Archbishop's utterances are always
sane and considered, and he is never afraid
to speak out.

R G
NEW ZEALAND.

Diocese of Auckland.
THIEVES IN CATHEDRAL.

A safe in the vestry of St. Mary's pro-
cathedral, Auckland, was blown open by gel-
ignite by thieves early one morning recently.

Cassocks and surplices were used by the
intruders to deaden the sound, but without
success.

Alarmed by the explosion, Canon W. Fan-
court rushed in his dressing gown from the
vicarage, about 20 yards away, and, with
an electric torch, entered the smoke-filled
vestry before the thicves could return, His
promptitude saved the loss of about £50
in cash and gold and silver chalices.

Several offertory boxes in various parts
of the church had been forced, but all these
had been cleared after last night's service,
and the money placed in the safe.

The thieves had entered the church by
forcing the basement and vestry doors. Canon
Fancourt saw no trace of the burglars. t
is thought probable that they were hiding
in the main part of the church while he went
in the semi-darkness to the vestry and to
switch on the lights. A quantity of gelig-
nite “soap” was ieft on the vestry table,

—_———

The Coronation.

Its Spiritual Significance.

The spiritual significance of the Corona.
tien (on May 12, 1937), is impressed upon
churchpeople by the Bishop of Worcester in
his diocesan “Messenger."

“The Coronation," says the bishop, “is
naol a mere public spectacle; it is not a mat-
ter which concerns the King alone; it is sure-
ly something in which the whole nation is
concerned through the King as their repre-
sentative, before God. His is the ultymate
and immediate responsibility, nominally at
any rate, but in a State like ours, 'a consti-
tutional monarchy,' that responsibility is
shared by ministers and people alike; and
the Coronation of the King is a sacramental
act whereby one man standing for the people
is consecrated in their name to the service
of Jesus Christ as Lord and Master, His
people and his ministers should be behind
the King not only as his parliament and ad-
visers, but as his intercessors and ‘days.
men' holding him up before the Lord, The
Coronation service, or to use its ancient
name, the Consecration, can be traced back
to the eighth century, a period of [,100
years, and in substance is the same as that
used at the Coronation of the Saxon King
Ethelred in 979, and is in many respects
identical. It is a distinctly religious, not a
civil solemnity, of which ‘the object is ‘to
stamp our King as God's King, to consecrate
him as God's deputy, and to procure for
vim God's grace. lts central feature is the
anointing with the holy oil, our natural recog-
nition that all puwer and authority come
from God, and are to be held in His behalf,
and in His Name, and that His grace is re-
quisite that they may be held and exercised
worthily." l)mlgllras in due course there will
appear in print detailed accounts of the ser-
vice, and the varied acts and ceremonies
connected with the investiture, crowning and
enthroning of the King, each vestment and
ensign brought from the altar to the King
having its symbolical meaning—the sword
and the spurs, the mantle and the stole, the
orb, the ring, the sceptre, and the rod; and
lastly the crown placed on the King's head,
and the Bible in his hands, with the words,
‘The most valuable thing the world affords.’ "'

The Bush Church Aid Society
for Australia and Tasmania

Your Gifts help the Society to maintain the following important works:—
A Mail-Bag Sunday School, sending weekly lessons to 3,000 children.
A Hostel for Children at Wilcannia, N.S.W., in which there are now 17

Children.

A Hostel at Mungindi, N.S.W., in which there are at present |2 Children.

Two Hospitals in the Far West of South Australia, at Penong and Ceduna.
A Nursing Home in the Big Timbered Country of East Gippsland, Victoria.
Mission Stations at Wilcannia, N.S.W., the N.W. Mallee, Victoria, Cann

the Denmark Settlement in Western Australia.
River, Victoria, Kirton Point, S.A., Penong and Ceduna, S.A., and

Organising Missioner,
Bush Church Aid Society,
Church House,
George St., Sydney.
Tel. M3164,

Victorian Secretary,

Cathedral Buildings,
Flinders Lane,
Melbourne. Tel. F5675,
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Melbourne News and Views

(By “Maccabaeus.")

Death of Sir Littleton Groom.

The death of Sir Littleton Groom removes
a churchman who was, until the removal
of the Federal Parliament to Canberra, a
well-known figure in public and church life
in Melbourne. An active supporter of the
h of England Men's Society, he was
regarded as one whose life was an ideal one
for Christian public men.

Church and Communism,

Much stupid and dangerous nropaganda
on behalf of “'Christian Cot ..uunism" is be-
ing conducted by many clergymen and other
church leaders.” Most of these people are
no doubt well-meaning, but their position as
church leaders gives them opportunity to do
untold harm. Bishops and others who are
always denouncing “discredited modern cap-
italism" to use the term employed by one
Bishop, omit to tell their audiences that the
general state of living of the people as a
whole under present conditions is better
than in former times, while many of the
evils that do exist are capable of adjust-
ment by legislative action, which is actually
taking place in British countries,

If the meeting held in the Chapter House
recently at which the Rev. Farnham May-
nard spoke on communism, was intended to
pave the way for communist propaganda, it
was very cleverly done. The chairman stat-
ed that their aim was "not to convert com-
munists to Christianity, but to give church-
people an opportunity to know what com-
munism was.”"  Mr. Maynard said that they
met as students, not as propagandists, and
at the close of a long address, very ably
given, he said that his “thinking on the
question was not finalised,” which appeared
strange in view of his well-informed ad-
dress, and the fact that he was seeking to
inform others. The audience was asked in-
dividually to reply to the following:—

“If you wish to join a Study Group, please
put your name and address below."

“Would you be willing for a Group to
meet in your house?"

How many replied in the affirmative we
do not know, but there is a general impres.
sion that the Archbishop would be wise to
prevent the church from being used for the
furtherance of communistic propaganda in
the event of such an attempt being made.

Church Missionary Society.

The C.M.S. Temple Day was held on a
very wet day in November. In spite of this
drawback these were good attendances at
the Cathedral all day, and the sum of £3240
was raised.

At the November meeting of the Gen-
eral Committee, Mr. and Mrs. Asche were
farewelled on their return to China, and the
Rev. C. H. Nash, one of Melbourne's lead-
ing CM.S. men, was welcomed on his re-
turn from abroad. Mr. Nash is a tower of
strength to C.M.S. in this State,

A very great loss to all C.M.S, organisa-
tions was the sudden death of Miss Ruth
Crawford. The late Miss Crawford was a
member of General Committee, also of the
League of Youth Council; Hon. Secretary of
the Tanganyika Birthday Band; Sunday
School teacher at St. Stephen's, Richmond;
and was engaged to the Rev. A. Stanway,
a vigorous young Evangelical recently or-
dained. Miss Crawford and Mr. Stanway
had hoped to go on missionary service to-
gether,

Inquiry Into Conduct of St. Martin's and St.
John's Home for Boys,

When this inquiry opened before Mr.
Beers, P.M., on November 30th, a long dis-
cussion took place as to whether Mr. Eugene
Gorman, K.C., was entitled to appear be-
fore the Commission. r. Gorman, who is
one of Melbourne's leading barristers, was
appearing for the Society for Prevention of
Cruelty to Children, It was Mr. Stretton
who appeared for the Rector and Board of
the Homes, who objected to Mr. Gorman on
the grounds that he represented a Melbourne
weekly paper also. The objection, how-
ever, did not carry any weight. Mr. Mac-
dermott, the Diocesan Registrar, gave for-
mal evidence as to the establishment of the
homes, and the appointment of Mr. Thorn-
ton as Rector, and the evidence of Mr. Full-
er, a member of the Committee of Manage-
ment of the homes, made it quite clear that
the internal affairs of the home were entirely
in the hands of Mr. Thornton, who was not
responsible to the board in regard to such
matters. Mr. Fuller stated that there was no

house committee of the board. On the fol-
lowing day it was stated that the Rector of
the homes had become ill, due to worry
about the inquiry. The Chairman of the
Commission stated that as it was desirable
for Mr. Thornton to be present, the inquiry
would be adjourned for a week.

A few days later the Rev. E. Thornton,
Rector, Miss M. Thornton (house mistress),
and Miss Anne Clark (housekeeper), sent
their resignations to Archbishop Head. These
resignations, and the despatch with which
they were accepted by the Archbishop, were
a complete justification of the demand for
an inquiry. Had some such action been
taken earlier, the public scandal associated
with a Governmental inquiry would have
been avoided.

Moorhouse Lectures.

The Moorhouse Lectures were given this
year by the Archbishop of Brishane, who
gave the subject the usual Anglican treat.
ment. The lectures were given at Lvensong,
which is held at 4.45 in the afternoon. As
the “Record” has pointed out in previous
years, these lectures would attract much
greater attention and interest if they were
held at night, when a much larger attend-
ance of churchpeople would be the result,
Dr, Wand emphasised the fact that the
Deity of Christ must be the foundation of all
reunion proposals. He said that it was
necessary for Christian churches to unite if
they were to stem the “neo-pagan and total-
itarian’ advance. "The Reformation,” he
said, "was the cause or occasion of much
of our disunion, and was rapidly falling in-
to the background.” In common with most
Bishops, Dr. Wand appears to think epis.
copal government essential, but goes so far
as to say that “an adaptation of the min-
istry which will include the particular ad.
vantages of the various types of the min.
istry," is needed, while accepting the “epis-
copal organisation” on the basis of historjc
act,

New Missionary Auxiliary.

Several meetings have been held re ently

with the object of forming a branch of the
South American Missionary Society.
Archbishop is chairman, and Mr. E,
Berger, a member of the C.M.S. General
Committee, is convenor and secretary. The
general impression among missionary-hearted
people is that the needs of the existing so-
cieties should first be met, though many, no
doubt, will help the new venture as they are
able. :

PSR WE——
Letters to the Editor.

SUNDAY AND SPORT,

The Editor, A.CR.

Sir,—With your courtesy | should appre-
ciate a space in your incalculably informa-
tive A.CR. to express my humble opinion
on what is undoubtedly considered a burn-
ing question, and one which profoundly agi-
tates the mind of all thinking people. Dur-
ing the last two months the various Chris.
tian denominations have held in Sydney their
respective synods, assemblies, or confer-
ences. At all of these gatherings invariably
strong and pathetic utterances were made
deploring the increasing encroachment on
the sanctity of the Sabbath Day by organ-
ised sports clubs, | am at a loss to know
why most of the arguments adduced aimed
at denouncing the fruit of the evil rather
than at the uprooting of it. Now I should
like to ask what have most of the Christian
denominations been sowing for the jast 20
or 25 years? Have they not been sowing
the seed of amusement and sport, and sow.
ing it bountifully, too? I fear that the fun-
damental function of the Church has been
diverted from soul-saving to sports training
Undoubtedly we bountifully reap according
to the axiom of Divine law—whatsoever a
man soweth that shall he also reap.” The
Church has become largely a sports organ-
ising institution. he growing generation
is not only encouraged, but specially trained
in church clubs to have a passion for sports
rather than a passion for souls, and this at
an enormous expenditure of time, cnergy,
and money. Without a shadow of doubt the
harvest is in kind and degree an indisputable
proof of the fact that “whatsoever a man
soweth that shall he also reap'?

I am, etc.,
T. HUGHES.
“Greymerton,”" Bowral,

14th December, 1936,
e

A man never becomes so lost to decency
and righteousness that he cannot see the
other fellow's duty.

E gently lift the burden
from shoulders bowed with
grief—such hes been our sacred

WoonCorru,

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Head Office:
810 George Street, Sydney

Telepione: M 4611 (Day or Night}
Chapels in all Suburbs

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
EVANGELICAL TRUST OF VICTORIA

Established 1810 and Officially Registered
Public Officer of the Trust and Honorary Treasuret
Mr, F. G, HOOKE, C.A. (Aust),

31 Queen Street, Melbourne,

Members

C. H, BARNES, Camberwell

A. BRAIN, Elsternwick, Meibourne,
W. 1. C. STORRS, M.A., 21 Union Street,
Surrey Hills, Melbourne,
r. B L. D HOMAN, Titles Office, Melbourne,
F. G. HOOKE, 31" Queen Street, Melbourne,
“H‘| HANNAH, Warringal Place, Heidelberg,
Melbourne,
- W. M. BUNTINE, M.A., Honorary Secretary,

Caulfield Grammar School,” Melbourne,

Property left by Will, or Gifts towards Christian
Work, may be placed in the hands of the Trust for
Administration,

Splendid Financial Recovery
of the
C.M.S. (PARENT SOCIETY)
The deficiency on the General Account,
which in 1934 was £101,000, has been
completely liquidated. This has been ac
complished with God's blessing  through
much prayer and sacrifice. Let us in Aus.
tralia thank God and take courage.

WILL YOU HELP

the New South Wales and Victorian
Branches to pay off their accumulated

defic

Send to—

Church ‘Missionary
Society

109a Bathurst Street, Sydney; or
Cathedral Buildings, Melbourne, C.1,

Renew
Your
Subscription

The value of the Church Record
coming to your home far out-weighs
any economy you effect by discon-
tinuing it at this time. Its useful-
ness to our Cause depends on the
steady subscriber. If your sub-
soription is due or overdue, renew
it to-day. Thanks.
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The Moorhouse Leetures.

G{ONTINUING his Moorhouse Lectures in St. Paul's Cathedral,
/ Melbourne, the Archbishop of Brisbane said that the greatest

differences between the churches and the greatest difficulties in
the way of church reunion are not difficulties in the creed so much

as in the methods of worship.

Differences, said Dr. Wand, had developed through the mutual

estrangement of the various sections of C

hristianity. In some

churches the old liturgical methods had been retained, and actually
developed, while in others the liturgical method had been partly
or entirely abandoned. The divergence coincided with a difference

in emphasis upon the sacraments,

In some churches the sacra-

ments belonged to the very heart of worship, while in others they

were optional appendages.

—_—

Dr. Wand said:—

An effort had been made in some quarters
to make that appear a fundamental differ-
ence. A strong distinction had been drawn
between the ministry of the word &nd the
ministry of the sacraments, and the former
had been regarded as the only type of min-
istry strictly appropriate to a true Chris-
tianity. The difference was made more glar-
ing by being associated with a supposed op-
position between prophet and priest, the for-
mer being regarded as proper to Christian-
ity, while the latter had no place in it at
all.  Actually, however, the difference be-
tween priest and prophet had been grossly
exaggerated, and belonged tc a rapidly pass-
ing phase of scholarship, The idea that a
prophet concerned himself solely with spirit-
ual and moral truths, and had no concern for
the use of material objects in worship could
no longer be regarded as accurate. In a
perfectly balanced Christianity there was a
place for both prophet and priest, for both
word and sacrament, for both liturgical and
extempore worship.

“That, these may be combined in varying
proportions should be recognised by all those
who hope for reunion,” said Dr. Wand.
“There is no reason why in some of the unit-
ing churches worship should not continue to
be liturgical, while in others it should re-
main non-liturgical.  Actually there is far
more common agreement in this respect than
is often recognised.”

It would seem that, properly understood,
the sacraments were ideal instruments for
effecting and expressing Christian unity.
Archbishop Temple held the view that
throughout the Bible the special sphere of
revelation was the historic event—not cer-
tain thoughts in men's minds, but the thing
that happened. The supreme event in that
category was, of course, the Incarnation, but
the Incarnation was itself a sacrament, a
meeting place of human and divine, material
and spiritual.  Of that double nature all
sacraments partook. The authoritative word,
which brought them into being, was not the
command, “Think this," but “Do this.” *In
such actions we can all share, even though
we do not agree precisely about the method
of their working," added Dr. Wand. “That
in such actions we are in close contact with
Sod is the only basic belief which is neces-
sary. Of course, many would define the
divine blessing much more narrowly than
that. Those who share in such sacraments
would be expected to be neither exclusive
nor superior toward their fellow worshippers,
We may believe that such differences have
been common in the history of the Chris-
tian Church.”

It was possible that the peculiar genius
of Anglicanism might be of some real ser-
vice in the cause of reunion. It was notori-
ous that Anglicans differed widely among
themselves in their method of interpreting
the sacraments, yet they could share in them
together, and could recognise their unity in
and through them in one common fellow-
ship. "If that is possible within the limits
of the Church of England, there seems no
reason why it should not be found possible

in a wider field,” he added.
Plan of Reunion Outlined.

The need for some adaptation of the min-
istry to include the particular advantages
of the different churches if reunion were to
be made possible was emphasised by Dr.
Wand in the fifth of his series of lectures.
He said that some kind of organisation was
from the first taken as a matter of course.
There was never a disembodied Christianity.
Organisation was in the hands of the minis-
ters, who performed not only prophetic, but
also administrative functions. T'i)ml Minis-
try would be what would be recognised to-
A8y A% Iasantall shliodim! ~ W katans:. dik
ferences in detail there might have been,
it was certain that the two chief characteris-
tics of the whole organisation were unity and
authority.

The next great division in the ranks of
Christendom was that which had been caus-
ed by differences of organisation. There was
now a general agreement on the subject of a
visible Church. It was acknowledged at
least by all those who had shown any will-
ingness to negotiate for reunion, that it was
our Lerd's intention to found a visible so-
ciety, and that a Christianity was incom-
plete which did not incorporate itself in a
visible society,

But a very grave difficulty arose in respect
of the ministry., Historical tradition recog-
nised three sacred orders of the ministry,
those of the bishop, priest and deacon, and
gave to the bishops the sole authority for
conferring and handing on those orders.
Where that episcopal tradition had been
recognised and maintained, it had already
been found possible to effect a large mea-
sure of unity, The one outstanding er
czption to that general agreement among
episcopal bodies was the Roman Catholic
Church.

Desire for Union.

The pressing question arose with the non-
episcopal churches, which showed a real de-
sire for a united Christendom, but found the
ministerial difficulty a definite impediment.
It was possible, however, that the findings
of modern scholarship might provide a way
out of the impasse. The episcopalians were
ready to acknowledge the dubious relations
of bishop and presbhyter in the New Testa-
ment.  Nevertheless, it was widely agreed
that there was no certain knowledge of any
other form of ministry than the episcopal.

Some Presbyterian scholars had believed
that the original ministry of Presbyter-bi
ops was an undifferentiated ministry, in
which the whole body of those officials exer-
cised the rights and authority that was after-
wards claimed by the bishops alone. Even
they would probably be willing to acknow-
ledge that, as far as the strictly historical
period went, the succession had been con-
tinued through bishops rather than through
presbyters,

Modern scholarship, too, had thrown light
on the relation between the individual
churches and the Church viewed as one
whole in primitive Christianity. That was a
point which strongly affected the Congrega-
tianalists, who had always stood for the free-
om of the individual congregation. Never-
theless, it had become increasingly clear that
the two notes of unity and authority had
dominated the whole, and that, in the last
resort, the local churches were willing to
submit to the general guidance of the whole
Church.

Mutual Concessions.

“It seems that what is needed to make
reunion possible is some adaptation of the
ministry which will include the particular
advantages represented by all three types,”
said Dr. Wand. “The episcopal organisation
can be accepted on the basis of historic
fact, while the presbyters should have that
close honorific association with the bishop
which they appear to have enjoyed in the
earliest days, and at the same time the rights
and privileges of the local churches should
not be over-ruled or eliminated by such cen-
tral authority. This would mean certain
mutual concessions so as to incorporate the
advantages of each system. [t need not im-.
ply the aband t o d | prin-
ciple, but merely its modification to meet
the requirements of modern knowledge.

“If such a general agreement could be
reached, the only difficulty in respect of
organisation left to be overcome would be
the quite practical one of effecting the trans-
fer of the new type of ministry, The best
way of effecting this would be not to make
the change at one fell swoop, but to effect
it gradually, each church encouraging its
ministers to accept the commission of the
others,"
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Uniformity of Opinion Nat Necessary.

In his final lecture the Archbishop said
that he regretted a tendency among some
of his own friends to try to insist upon a
minute agreement in matters of opinion, be-
fore negotiations for reunion cuul(r be enter-
tained.

He expressed a hope, however, that the
regret would not be taken to mean that he
esired to see any watering down of the
fundamental articles of the Christian faith.
He hoped that all he had said in his series
of lectures would make such an inference
impossible. But those necessary articles ap-
peared to him to be few in number. They
were already accepted by all the churches,
which showed any desire for reunion. It
appeared to him to be not only a tactical
mistake, but a fundamental error to ask for
more.

Dr. Wand doubted whether uniformity of
opinion in the present incomplete state of
our knowledge would be in itself helpful or
valuable. Truth was arrived at by the com-
parison of cpinion. To rule out differences
from the beginning would be to set a bar
against progress, and would reduce modern
Christianity to a static position which would
not bear comparison with the vital vigour
of the early period.

“It seems to me,” he added, “that the
Anglican Church is the very last which
should demand such close uniformity of opin-
ion. ur very existence has been based on
uniformity of action, combined with wide
difference of opinion. | would go even fur-
ther and assert that, if we demand exact
agreement in the minutiae of theological
octrine, we should betray the very purpose
for which we exist."

Genuine Cu(lmli.l: Tradition.

The special genius of Anglicanism lay in
its assertion that there was no fundamental
contradiction between the theologies of the
historic church and the church of the Re.
formation. For the last 400 years Anglicans
had endeavoured to hold fast to the genu-
inely Catholic tradition of early Christian-
ity, together with all the new light and
learning that scholarship had brought to
bear on it from the Renaissance to the pre-
sent, It might be said that so far they had
succeeded only in holding the two elements
in combination, and had not yet found a
genuine synthesis. He should regard that
suggestion as being only partly true to the
facts. The complete synthesis was not yet,
but they had made many strides toward it.
and there was every reason to suppose that
the progress already made would be accel.
erated in the near future.

“l believe that the present movement to-
wards reunion is itself an indication that the
stand maintained during the last 400 years
has not been in vain, and that the closer
the chief representatives of Christianity are
drawn together, the more possible the estab.
lishment of the perfect synthesis between
the ancient and the modern Christianity will
become,” declared Dr. Wan

“Therefore, it should be our business not
to set up new points of disagreement, nor to
emphasise the old ones. Many of the old
ones have become unreal in the process of
gradual enlightenment, Our study of primi-
tive Christianity in these lectures will not
have been in vain if they help to clarify the
reasons for this point of view, The unity of
the Church of the future will not be express-
ed in uniformity of opinion any more than
was the unity of original Christianity, but it
will be found to consist once again, as then,
in spirit, life, ministry, and sacraments,”

i s b

The romance of the Bible is unending, and
the latest and most startling item of romance
associated with the Book comes from the
wrappings of an Egyptian mummy. Papy-
rus was often used during the three centuries
before Christ for the wrappings of mummies
of human beings or sacred crocodiles. The
method employed was to cut the papyrus in-
to strips, and glue these together to form a

ind of papier mache. The outside of this
was then covered with plaster and painted.

find of papyrus from such a wrapping
has just been discovered, and it consists of
several fragments of a lost Bible Manuscript.
These fragments, which contain passages
from Deuteronomy, date from the second
century B.C., and are the oldest Bible man-
uscript we have. They are older by 300
years than any other known Bible manus-
cript, and they are the only pre-Christian
evidence for the text of the Old Testament,

—_—

As flowers and fruit and the day itself
acquire a bright tint before they fall, so the
year near its setting.—H. D. Thoreau,
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