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MANY OLD WAYS MUST GO, 
N .S.W . SYNOD TOLD

TWO SPEAKERS ON MISSION 
TO THE WORLD

The need for the Church to listen to the challenges of a rapidly- 
changing world was emphasised by both the Metropolitan, the Most 
Reverend H. R. Gough, and the Bishop in Polynesia, the Right Rever­
end J. C. Vockler, to the Provincial Synod of N.S.W., meeting in Sydney 
on August 23.
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A PROPHET AT HOME
T h e  Bishop  in  P olynesia, th e  R ight Rever­

end  J. C. VoCKLER, may not know all or any of the 
answer*; but he undoubtedly put to the N.S.W. Pro­
vincial Synod this week most of the right questions 
about the Church in Australia. Here are some of

9 Do we realise, as Christians, that we are being out- 
bred? That we are becoming more and more a 
minority?

9 Intellectually, are we not being out-tliought?
9 Are we mainly concerned to preserve the status 

quo —  to holster the institutional Church against 
challenge from within and without?

9 Do we seek that comfortable mediocrity which 
never rocks the boat? Or do we discern in our 
critics the re-birth o f the prophetic voice?

9 Is it any solution to our problems to retreat into 
absolutism o f any kind? Or to create “militant 
ghettoes” of churchmanship?

9 Are our parochial and diocesan structures, which 
rest on an essentially rural and static view of 
society, out-moded and irrelevant to the needs of 
society today?

9 Is it fair or sensible to ask the clergy to make this 
old machinery work?

9 Can we afford so many under-staffed, ill-staffed 
and badly equipped theological colleges?

Is Bish o p  Vockler  right when he says “The 
lowering of standards in many places, the absence 
of the ideal of sacrifice, has led to a decline in the 
numbers of candidates for the ministry. . . .”

“What are we training men for?” Do we imagine 
it is enough when “in college after college the pattern 
remains as it was twenty years ago” ? Is not the time 
long overdue for a code of canons like those of the 
American Church to regulate this part of our life?

And what of the Australian bishops, than whom 
“ no body of men is so hard-working in my experi­
ence” ? How few of them, indeed, have any oppor­
tunity of fulfilling their true ministry pastorally and 
theologically, burdened as they are with administra­
tion and ecclesiastical trivia! Is not Bish o p  Vockler 
right in asking whether there is any more urgent 
question than the order, place ami functions of our 
bishops ?

His basic question, concisely posed, is this: do 
we plan to forward the mission of God and His 
Church in the world, or are we aiming to maintain 
the Church as an institution divorced from, and set 
over against, the world?

If the latter is correct, then we are on the right 
lines, and need do nothing more; if the former, we 
are in desperate need o f some hard thought about 
the right answers.

HERE IT  CO M ES!
The Federal Executive of the Australian Liberal 

Party, responsive as ever to the wishes of its card- 
carrying members at all levels, has asked the Federal 
Government to publish a White Paper on Commun­
ism in Australia.

Such a White Paper, were it to result from a 
thorough and impartial enquiry, would he of much 
general interest. By itself, however, it would have 
relatively small political or other value. The true, 
and often concealed, aims of the Communist Party 
are neither as important nor as interesting as the 
truth about the organisation, aims and —  above all 
—  finance of the Liberal and Labour Parties.

Few intelligent people imagine that a White 
Paper will follow upon any kind of proper investiga­
tion at all —  let alone a thorough and impartial 
enquiry.

The nature o f the topic, Communism in Aus­
tralia, makes it pecularly unsuitable for a mere legal 
enquiry. Not lawyers or judges; but theologians, psy­
chologists, political scientists, philosophers and his­
torians represent the complex of academic disciplines 
which alone is likely even to pose the right questions. 
Not that anyone, the Communists alone excepted, is 
really interested in asking the right questions! All 
most o f us want, including dominant sections in the 
Liberal and Labour Parties, is a convenient scapegoat.

The fact is that the main lines of the White 
Paper are already cut and dried. It is to he published, 
irrespective of whether any mock enquiry takes place, 
at a time cynically calculated to 1m: most likely to 
help the Federal Government’s electoral prospects, 
having regard especially to the forthcoming change 
in the Liberal Party’s leadership. By the current 
standards o f Australian political life this is fair and 
reasonable enough. This is the way the political game 
is played.

Morally, of course, this “Red Scare” is an evil, 
dishonest thing; but since when did morality have 
Anything to do with the Australian Political Game?
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AROUND THE WORLD IN 7 0  DAYS
by  the Dean o f Perth
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“It is a lively, colourful 53 page paper-back, 
dealing chapter-by-chapter, hop-by-hop, with his 
recent ten weeks tour of Britain and the United
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