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- “And the disciples did as Jesus appoi 
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“And when the hour was come, He sat d 
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‘be sacrificed. 

n Government, who also could ‘find no fault in Him,” and er 

he house wherein the inmates took shelter, #+ 

In both of the above Passovers it was laid down that there was to be no leaven whatever in the houses of those who partook of the Passover Supper and the ensuing festival. To ensure the absence of leaven the Jews were accustomed to cease from labour at or before noon on the 14th of Nisan, and make a strict search for any trace of leaven in order that it might be entirely climinated from their dwellings. This day, the 14th, being in this respect a day of preparation, was often popularly called the “first day of unleavened bread" (Matt.xxvi.17; Mark xiv.12; Luke xxii,7), though strictly the 15th of Nisan was the "first day" of the “feast of unleavened bread" (Lev.xxiii.6,7).. It was for this reason that Josephus sometimes speaks of the Feast of Unleavened Bread Starting on the 14th of Nisan (Wars v.3,1), and sometimes on the 15th (Antigq. רש‎ 0 ο]. 4 
ee ne 6 

  

There is one other thing needful before we deal with the question forming the caption to this section, namely,we must try to discover the meanings of the expressions, as used in Scripture, or ‘the passover, “the feast of the passover," “the feast of _unleavened bread," for much will depend upon an accurate understanding of these terma. The noun "passover" (Heb., | esach, Gr., pascha) applies hormally to the passover lamb which was to be sacrificed annually in commemoration of the fact that Jehovah had “passed over the | Children of Israel when they sheltered under the blood of the lamb sacrifieca on the 14th day. of ie lst month during their exodus from Egypt (Exod.xii.2l; Deut.xvi.2; Mark xiv.12; κε πα). This "passover" was to be "roasted with fire" (Exod.xii.9; 2 Chron.xxxv.15) and "eaten" (Exod. xii.ll; 2 Chron.xxx.18; John Xviii.28). And so the term Ypassover"” was 
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applied by the Apostle Paul directly to our Lord: even Christ" (1 Cor.v.7). . By metonymy tho term "passovert is also used of the act of sacrificing the lamb on the 14th of the month (Lev.xxiii.5, marg.; Numb. xxviii.l6; ספ‎ 3). The term "8880702" 18 0 used once in each Synoptic Gospel for the meal which our Lord told His disciples Peter and John to “make ready," during which He instituted His new Supper of Remembrance (Matt.xxvi.19; Mark xiv.16; Luke xxii.13); and the word “passover, | in anothér sense, covered the whole period of the seven day festival from the 15th to the 21st of Nisan, which is otherwise called the “feast of unleavened bread," thus we read: - the feast of unleavened bread, which is called the passover, drew nigh" (Luke xxii.1); . in this way was derived the phrase "the feast of the passover (Exod.zxxiv.25; Luke ii, 41; John xiii.1); and the two are combined in Mark ziv.l, "Now after two days was the. feast of the passover and the unleavened bread." 

ord partook of the regular legal commemorative Passover Supper with His disciples on the 1 ' rayed, or whether He partook of an anticipatory Passover Supper Our Lord said: "Think not that I come to destroy the law or the prophets: I come not to destroy, but to fulfil" (Matt.v.17). Now the sacrifice of the passover lamb st striking and perfect types in “the law’ of the Sacrifice of , and of His redemption of Sinners from Spiritual slavery into > the freedom of children of God under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, of whom Moses was a type. As we have Seen, an unblemished lamb was chosen on the loth of Nisan, a male of the first year, in the prime of life; and this lamb was to be kept in custody under scrutiny against any possible flaw manifesting itself up to the 14th day, when it was to be put. to death during the afternoon towards the 
t 

The blood of this lamb, sacrificed on the threshold, was applied to the lintel above, and to the two Side posts of the door; and all who Sheltered "under the blood” were Safe. And was not our Lord, the God-man, without any blemish, and in the prime of life, chosen publicly by the people‏ 

 ו

on the day of His triumphant entry into Jerusalem? And was He not subjected to continual‏ Scrutiny and examination, first by the religious leaders of the people, who failed to find‏ any fault in Him despite their traps to ensnare Him, and then by both Pilate and Herod,‏ the representatives of the Roma‏ 
was He not audibly authenticated “from on high“ in the presence of the people (John xii. 28,29)? And yet Ee was put to death, and His precious blood flowed from 118 head, His hands, and His feet, prefigured by the blood of the Passover lamb on the lintel above, the two side posts, and on the threshold below, of + And in fulfilment of all this did not our Lord s in, he shall be saved? 
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ay: "I am the door, by Me if any man enter Purthermore, when we read that the soldiers broke the bones of the 
ut not His bones, was not this a ; and that no bone of the typical lamb was to be broken? j 

» 48 the Archetypical Lamb of God, could not, in. have been crucified on the 14th of Nisan, and Hinself have also partaken of the legal Passover Supper after His death, a Supper which was always eaten during the ensuing evening, that is, on the 15th of the month (Exod.xii.8). In other words, our Lord could not as the Lamb of God die at the time when, in Godts Sight, He ought to die, namely, at the time for the typical lambs to be sacrificed, and also eat the Supper which followed the slaying of these lambs, If our Lord partook of the legal. | Passover Supper on the 15th of Nisan after the Slaying of the typical lambs in the Temple. ; area, and was crucified the next daylight, then He was put to death one day too late, and 
But if He died on the Cross at the 

in this respect failed to fulfil the Passover type. 
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had been sandwiched, 
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But most harmonists urge that our Lord kept the ceremonial law sa eb - - 

regular legal Passover Supper with His disciples. א‎ τος ה‎ 

tion e been erucifie tion to the fact that if so He must have - a ος 
γρ. when, in God's appointment, the typical lam 

en ee writer asks whether it was far more important a... a 
fulfilled the inspired type of Exodus xii.6,8, by being crucified on the day 
the typical passover lambs were killed, than for Him to observe the legal Passover Supper, 

 ‎ a Supper about to be superceded. He could not do both, And the an shoהז - 1
that our Lord did aceurately fulfil the type by dying at the very a en 
appointed the typical lambs to be sacrificed in the ב‎ a ae ee 
Passover hath been sacrificed, even Christ" (1 Cor.v. + an tes 

The late Bishop Westeott took this 
to the 
sacri- 

‘leaders du 1 buried. ‘leaders during the evening after our Lord was = 

 ‎ב ‎ = did not quite satisfactorily explain the ee in Markל

eg bread,” on which, as Luke tells us, "the passover 
ficed" (Luke xxii.7). With the evidence at his disposal he left the matter open, 

de from ie: ; 3 t people would probably conclu ο possessed the Synoptic Gospels only, mos | . 

 ‎ Lord did partake of the legal Passover Supper during the evening on whichב
He was betrayed, and which preceded His arrest. For we read: : a 
‘When Jesus had finished all these words [the Olivet discourse], He aoe Sn 

disciples, e know that after two days ee cometh, and the Son o 
 : ,‎ 0 delivered up to be crucified" (Matt.xxvi.lכ 1 + 9 . ’ 9 ;
"Now after two days was (the feast)-of tho passover and the unleavened bread (Mark 

ie), Be 
"Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the passover" (Luke xxii.l}). 

  

"Now on the first day of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus Saying, Where wilt 
Thou that we make ready for Thee to eat the passover," (Matt.xxvi.17) 

1 ּ ne they sacrificed the passover, His "And on the first day of unleayened bread, when 
disciples say unto Him, Where wilt Thou that we go and make πα. that Thou mayest eat 
the passover?" (Mark xiv.12) 

"And the day of unleavened 

 ‎ . : ieה
"And He said, Go into the city to sueh a man, and say unto him, The ה‎ 

time is at hand; T will keep the passover at thy house with My disciples > . 
“And He sent Peter and John, saying, Go and Se ae ns eee ato then, Bubols 

‘sai ii ie wi hat we make ready? 15: And they said unto Him, Where wilt Thou t > re ל‎ 

: 1 '» there shall meet you a man bearing a p when ye are entered into the city,. tk . (on ον ας 
rein- d ye shall say unto the g low him into the house wherein-he goeth. An 8 = 

ne The Master suith unto thee, Where is the guest chamber where I — + 
passover with My disciples? And he will show unto ‘you a large upper ro oe mene 

make ready" (Luke xxii.10-12; Mark xiv.13-15). 
: 2 

~ “And the disciples did as Jesus appointed them: and they made ready the pe 
Matt .xxvi.19). a 
"And when the hour was come, He sat down, and the apostles with Him. 2 ο ο 

them, with desire I have desiredl to eat this passover with you before Is | = 2 : | 

xxii.14,15). à 
The 0 force of these passages is a -- a 

1 there are incidental details question a passover supper. Moreover ος ορ ες τοπ ο το 
conclusion. For we read of the drinking of the firs of t τς ο. 

1 es i 2 Also there is a distinct reference to the "sop during the Supper in Luke xxii.17. ‘ a = ee 
r, in John xiii.26. Lastly, we have 
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bread came, on. which the passover must be sacrificed" (Luke 

    

to the singing of the last part of the 
regular legal Passover Supper. 

i 1 1 | how that the 14th of Nisan, A ding of these passages seems, at first Sight, to s | 

 .‎ by popular usage une first day of unleavencd ES andו
1 1 isciples were sen ד‎ that during the afternoon of this 14th day the discip 
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hi j His disciples after sunset, 5 ecessories, which was to be eaten by our Lord and 
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2 as crucified a day too late to fulfi 9 inspired . » © F 5 
ae l4th of Nisan, a serious matter to those who believe in the inspiration ar 

But do not the words “with desire I have desired [I have specially ee ; 2 : 
this supper with you before I suffer" (Luke xxii.15) a הס‎ 

.Cip ד‎ Supper, held in order that our Lor mig - ulf : 
> 14.6 1 time when the typical passover lambs t of Exodus xii.6, by dying at the very 9 | [er 

es 1 Temple area? And a more careful reading of the foregoing 
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or i θὰ . See Appendix B. 1. A Hebraism for “I have specially desired,® 2. See 
consisted of two pieces of unleavened bread between which bitter herbs 
the whole being then dipped in a dish containing a mixture of raisins, 
which was called the charoseth; this "sop" or “mortar” was then passed 

3. This “mortar? 

round for all to ea 

    

the legal Passover Supper was observed by the majority 
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m that there was to be no leaven whatever ver Supper and the ensuing festival. To stomed to cease from labour at or before irch for any trace of leaven in order that ings, This day, the 14th, being in this 
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1 with the question forming the caption the meanings of the expressions, as used he passover, the feast of unleavened — lerstanding of these term . The noun nally to the passover lamb which was to be that Jehovah had "passed over" the blood of the lamb sacrifieca on the 14th pt (Exod.xii.21; Deut.xvi.2; Mark xiv.12; | with fire" (Exod.xii,9; 2 Chron.xxxv.13), 111.28). And so the term "passaver" was "Our Passover also hath been sacrificed, passover" is also used of the act of 
V.xxiii.5, marg.; Numb.xxviii.16; xxxiii, h Symoptie Gospel for the meal which our 0807," during which He instituted His new Luke xxii.15): and the word "passover,’? Seven day festival from the 15th to the st of unleavened bread," thus we read: . he passover, drew nigh" (Luke xxii.1); the passoveri (Exod. zxxiv.25; Luke ii, £ Xiv.l, "Now after two days was the. 

ay now examine the question whether our © ‘isSover Supper with His disciples on the 
‚ook of an anticipatory Passover Supper : to destroy the law or the prophets: I Now the sacrifice of the passover lamb 
types in “the law" of the Sacrifice of . Of sinners from Spiritual slavery into of Jesus Christ, of whom Moses was a oSen on the loth of Nisan, a male of the s to be kept in custody under scrutiny, 9 the 14th day, when it was to be put of the sun, The blood of this lamb,‏ 

 אמ

atel above, and to the two side posts i" were safe. And was not our Lord, of life, chosen publicly by the people 2 And was He not subjected to continual _ saders of the people, who failed to find 1, and then by both Pilate ang Hered). ₪ -SO could "find no fault in Him,” and La à the presence of the people (John xii, ous blood flowed from His head, His 
: Passover lamb on the lintel above, the house wherein the inmates took shelter, + "I am the door, by Me if any man enter hat the soldiers broke the bones of the ut not His bones, was not this a . al lamb was to be broken? : 
ıetypical Lamb of God, eould not, in ‘ucified on the 14th of Nisan, and ‚per after His death, a Supper which 5, On the 15th of the month (Exod.xii.8). id die at the time 
lambs to be sacrificed, and also eat + If our Lord partook of the legal.   ng of the typical lambs in the Temple as put to death one day too late, and But if He died on the Cross at the ed, then the Passover Supper at which the legal Passover Supper was held 
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little later in the evening (as appears 

tells us that the disciples were imagin: 

that he might "buy what things we have 1 

future, and yet apparently referring to 
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being then kept by our Lord. To what tl 

writer submits that it must refer to the 

death and burial, and which continued t! 

our Lord's disciples at the "supper" dic 

death on the morrow, and they might well 

things needed for the chagigah associatc 

Apostle John explained in his Gospel the 

palace, that they might not be defiled, 

third quotation above), this surely imp] 
Passover Supper, also that if they had € 

become so defiled as to prevent them ent 

their passover lambs for their Supper, v 

And when the same Apostle says that at 

preparation of the passover," does this 

preparation for the passover," a "passov 

Apostle's words imply that the Crucifixi 

a "preparation" for the Passover Supper 

that month? The writer is.not unmindftv 

(Gr., paraskuë ) was probably even then us 

weckly Sabbath, it is so used in the Did 

been so used ever since in the Eastern ( 

term is that on the weekly Sabbath no ma 

be done among the Jews; hence all prepar 

things which might be needed for that da 

the first day of the Feast of Unleavened 
character, being a day on which “no serv 

that which every man must eat" (Exod.xii 

days on which no trace of leaven was to 

"feast of unleavened bread." It was for 

rightly called a "day of preparation” al 

that a scrupulous search for leaven migh 

of unleavened bread,” which began after 
“preparation of the passover" in the sec 

Now if the day of our Lord's trial and 

legal and sabbatical Feast of the Passor 

of the Sadducean authorities in charge o 

understand how it was possible for our L 

our Lord had dismissed Judas that he mig 
commencing after sunset on the 15th (Joh 
Nicodemus to buy a linen cloth on the da 

wrapped the body of our Lord for burial, 

visiting the sepulchre, "prepare spices : 

sunset that day, and then "rest accordin 
which commenced at sunsct that day aus 
almost impossible on a sabbath day. 

It would seem evident, then, that the | 
not regard the Crucifixion day as a Pasc!] 

month, was by them so regarded. 

The seeming conflict between the state 

Apostle John, with respect to the day of 
quarto-decimen and quinto-deeiman contro 
corresponding to our April) the annual m 

1. 60868 2. A defilement due לס‎ 

of course, have prevented them from parte 
ceased at sunset; but it would have barr: 
Bishop Westcott's Introduction to the Sti 
of Leviticus there are two kinds of sabbs 
(Heb., shabbath), and the still stricter 1 
work" might be done (verses 3,23-32); an¢ 
lated “solemn rests" in the R.V.) which v 
first month; the Day of Pentecost (verses 
the 7th month (verses 24,25); and the 15t 
Tabernacles. (verses 34,59); on all of whi 
the legal Passover sabbath all places for 
however, that purchases could be made pri 
nor money taken. But would our Lord's di 
Judas out (not knowing he was a traitor 3 
6. 1.2. A controversy between the 14th an oe me 
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passages shows that this is possible. Bearing in mind that according to the common Jewish 

reckoning the day commenced at sunset, these passages may be explained as ‘follows: Let us 

assume that the 13th day of Nisan had just ‘ended by the setting of the sun, and the 14th 

day had arrived, and that ‘the disciples had ‘then: (that evening, not the next afternoon ) 

come: to ‘the ‘Lord, with ‚their: question,. ‘Where wilt. Thou that, we make ready for Thee to eat 

the: passover?" ‘and let us assume that it was our Lord's special desire to have His. 

Passover ‘Supper that same evening (not the evening terminating the next period of daylight), 

and .that ‘with this purpose in view He said to Peter and John, *Go into the city to such a 

man, -and-say ‘unto him, The Master saith, My time is at hand; I will keep the passover at 

  

  

thy house with My disciples” (Matt.xxvi.18); then the directions given by our Lord would 
_.seem:to. show that He had a previous arrangement with: the Neoodman" of the house ; for they 

‘were to go into the city, and there they would. meet a man carrying a water-pot,- and they 

were to go with him.to a certain house where they were to say to the owner, "The Master 

saith:unto thee, Where is the guest chamber where I shall eat the passover with My dis- 

ciples?” and he would show them an upper room already furnished for the purpose, here they 

oe to make ready. But, it: may be asked, why this secrecy? and why this delay in despat- 

ching Peter: and John to "make ready" until the last moment? Surely because our Lord knew 

that Judas was on the watch for an opportunity to betray Him "in the absence of the 

multitude" (Luke xxii.3-6), and it was essential that he shouldnot know the place of the 
Passover chamber until the. last possible moment. It was only during this Supper that he 

was. able to ee | > give information to. the. Jewish: authorities which led to our. Lord's 

arrest. 

But one difficulty remains. How about the lamb for the Passover Supper? It would have 

been quite impossible for the two disciples to have obtained a lamb for the Supper after 

sunset, because the Passover lambs were released from the.Temple area only during the 
afternoon preceding the Supper, and on the above hypothesis the disciples did not leave 
ethany until after sunset. This seemed an insoluble difficulty to the writer until, 

a in 1956, he met Dr. W.M. Christie at Haifa, in Palestine, and he was able to 
remove the difficulty in a complete manner by pointing out that at our Lord's Passover 
Supper there was no lamb on the table; for was not our Lord, the Lamb of God, present in 
person, ready to be sacrificed on the morrow when the typical lambs were being slain in 

the Temple area? And Dr. Christie produced evidence from the Talmud to show that for some 
considerable time before our Lord's day there had been bitter controversy between the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees over the matter of the Passover Feast, concerning the day on 
which it ought to be held. This bitterness was so acute that when the Sadducees were in 

control of the Temple services (as they were in our Lord's day, both Annas and Caiaphas 
being Sadducees), the Pharisses used to have their Passover Supper one day earlier without 
any lamb, while the 086000868 “had their Supper the following day with lambs. Some of 
this evidencs will be given later. In view. of: what has just been stated, we can now under- 

stand howthe statements in Mark and-Luke about the arrival, after sunset, of the "first 
day of. unleavened bread," “when they sacrificed the passover," or, om which the passover 
must be sacrificed," were strictly accurate, for these statements had in view the sacri- 
ficing of the typical lambs by the Sadducean authorities urine the next afternoon, namely, 
the afternoon on which our Lord was put to death on ‘the Cross, and that He had His antici- 
patory Passover Supper the preceding evening “before He suffered. 9 

We may now turn to the passages in the Gospel: of John which seem to show that the legal 

Passover Supper took place after our Lord's death and burial, which passages have proved . 

such a source of difficulty to those harmonists who hold that our Lord partook of the 

legal Passover Supper: 

"Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that His hour was come that He 
should depart out of this world ı.ıto the Father, having loved His own which were in the 
world, He loved them unto the end. And during supper, the devil having already put into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him, Jesus, knowing that the Father — 
had given all things into His hand, and ee He came from God, and goeth to God, riseth 

ET FPE, and layeth aside His garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself" (John 
xiii,l-4), 

RE aA thou doest, do quickly. Now no man at the table knew for waht purpose He spake 
this unto kim. For some thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus said unto. hin,» 
Buy what things we have need of for the feast" (John xiii.27~29). 

“They [the Sadducee priests] entered not into the palace [Pilate's], that they might 
rot be defiled, but might eat the passover" (John xviii.28). 

"Now [at the conclusion of the trial] it was the preparation of the passover: it was. 
ο the sixth hour. And he [Pilate] saith unto the Jews, Behold your en (dokn ix. 

In the first quotation the words ה‎ the feast of the passover" wouli seem to 
indicate that the legal "feast of the passover," which normally began with the Passover 
Sunper, was still future in relation to the "supper" then being observed by our Lord. 
τν is true that some harmonists have’ explained these words to mean that our Lord, knowing. 
that His hour was come, and having loved His own, continued to love them to the end, this 
"feast" or "supper® being additional etidence of the fact, thus identifying this "feast" 
with the "supper" spoken of later in. the narrative. But against this is the fact that a 

      

  

  

.,1. May not this water-pot be the same as was used later for the washing of the disciples! 
This evidence is given in full in Dr. Christie's Palestine Calling, p.139.ב ‏ 
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1.____8...8----2----2-——-. 
datum Ist and ord 4th | 

sabbath 

1. Palestine Calling, p.156. 2. ide 
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not fifty, as mentioned in verse 16. 
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San, Gospels, it would have been difficult to see how - Lord aa 

lambs’ were being nn nn nn nn eee a a he 1 le area, and how the egal Passover Su 
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to subborn witnesses to give false evidence as to the appearance of the new moon, so as 
ensure that the 15th of Nisan should, if possible, coincide with the weekly sabbath, and 
then of course the waving of the sheaf would take place, as they desired, on the first day 
of the week. Dr. Christie has written: 

"We learn that this party (who are named iiinim, Boethusians, and Tzadukim, all designa- 
tions of the Sadduccean sect) sought to introduce confusion in the reckonings (ii. Rosh. 
ii,l), and that this was for the purpose of deceiving the Chachamim, rabbis of the 
Pharisaic party. The whole matter is made very clear in the Tosephta parallel to the 
Mishna, as also in the Gemara comments in both Talmuds (Mishna, Rosh. ii,l, Bab. Rosh. — 
22b; Jer. Rosh. ii.1, or 10b, in Shit. Edition). All three passages give a full account 
of the bribing of two witnesses to give false. testimony regarding the new moon for this 
purpose, and the payment of 200 zuz or denars to cach of them. One of these belonging to 
the Pharisee sect revealed the whole matter, and gave details concerning his evidence of 
having seen the new moon from the neighbourhood of the Good Samaritan Inn (Matale .. 
Adummim), #1 

He wrote also: 

"The Jerusalem Talmud tells us that the deception in 
rabbis,' and the result was that ‘these were sitti 

oem 

were sitting down on the morrow' (fer. Rosh. 10b)."* 

the reckoning twas known to the 
down (reclining) to-day, and those 

  

Here is positive evidence of the keeping of two successive Passover Suppers in our Lord's 
time, thé first by the Pharisees (the unofficial one), and the second by the Sadducees 
(the official one), the Sadducees being then in authority. And does not all this explain 
how it was possible for the disciples to imagine that Judas could have made purchases on 
the day of the Crucifixion, and that such were actually made by Joseph of Arimathea? And 
it explains how there would be no difficulty in the fact that the servants of the High 
Priest carried weapons that day (John xviii.3), which were forbidden on a sabbath (M. 
Shab. vi, 1), and how there would be nothing irregular in holding courts of law like that 
of our Lord's trial on that day (forbidden on the sabbath, M. Betzah v,2; B. Sanhed. 63a),. 
and that all the acts implied in the Crucifixion were possible that day {forbidden on a 
sabbath, Sanhed. 39a). : | 

Now in this dispute as to the meaning of the phrase "the morrow after the sabbath" (Lev. 
xxiii.11,15) Dr. Christie thought that the 8 happened to be in the right, and the 
580000068 wrong. But the present writer is inclined to question this view. Let us examine 
the evidence before making up our minds, We read: 

“When ye come into the land which I will give unto you, and reap the harvest thereof, | 
then ye shall bring the sheaf of the first-fruits of your harvest unto the priest: and he: 
shall weve tac sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the : 
sabbath the priest shall wave it" (Lev.xxiii.11,12). eo 

In fulfilment of this direction we read that when Israel came into the Land under Joshua, 
they "did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened 
bread and parched corn, in the self same day” (Josh.v.11). Apparently the eating of the > 
"old corn of the land” followed the waving of the first-fruits of this corn earlier in the 
day. It would seem then that “the morrow after the sabbath" and “the morrow after the | 
passover" here correspond. It was on this passage that the Pharisees based their inter- | 
pretation of the phrase under consideration. But the conclusion that "the morrow after | 
the sabbath" always corresponds to “the morrow after the passover" does not necessarily 
follow, though at first sight it seems natural; for it may be that in this particular 
instance the appearance of the new moon so happened that it caused the day of the vassover 
to coincide with the weekly sabbath at that time. But let us turn back again to the 
tw discover in it evidence which seems 
6 
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enty third chapter of Leviticus, for we shall 
onelusive on the other side. We read: 

And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day when ye 
brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall there be complete: even unto 
the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days: and ye shall offer a new 
meal offering unto the Lord" (Lev.xx111.15,16). 

Now of what nature were these seven intervening sabbaths in this passage? They can only 
be weekly sabbaths, no other sabbaths are recurrent in this way. But the "fifty days" 
were to be counted from “the morrow after the sabbath" unto "the morrow after the seventh 
sabbath,” this counting being plainly inclusive.® Then if the “seventh sabbath" (the last 
of the recurrent sabbaths) was a weekly sabbath, so must algo the first sabbath, from 
which it is counted, be a weekly sabbath; thus “the morrow after the sabbath, under 
consideration, must be the first day of the week. The following diagram will make this 
clear: . 

Ti 220 8 Jo: 22 2 36 43 50 = as PIE ה הר הד דו רו דיל שדה ה דה‎ are eee ee ge a une num cut Oe ee Sao en mu eue me 

datum Brd 4th) = “sane in 7h eobpath 

    

1. Palestine Calling, p.156. 2. Idem, :p.156. 3. If the counting was exclusive, "from 
the morrow after the sabbath" to “the morrow after the seventh sabbath" would be 49 days, 
not fifty, as mentioned in verse 16. 1 
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man practice was that the celebration 
© evening with which the 15th of Nisan 
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he close of the first century as a sort of 
e been difficult to see how our Lord could type by dying when the typical passover 
and how the legal Passover Supper was 
ubt the Avostle John was acquainted with hey wers completed; so hs passes over in being, as it were, a supplement to then, vhich readers, ignorant at that late date 
make. That many of his readers were 
tical "asides" which he mekes in his 
> clear to them. And we must ever keep 
iS for writing his Gospel was to present 
" the sin of the world by Himself fulfil-. 

in our Lord's time there were two 
f the Pharisees observed during the 
Nisan, and that of the Sadducees 

f that month. It will be well if we 
ve Passover Suppers arose in a.rather r the return of the Jews from the Exile set of the Pharisees and that of the 
"the morrow after the sabbth” on which "irstfruits unto Jehovah, of Leviticus words meant “the morrow after the 
in other words, it meant "the first day T. Scriptures). The Pharisees, on the it “the morrow after the first day of : have seen, this “first day" of the n character, and so this ‘morrow* would n, the first day of the Feast of 

ation to the week, it might fall on any st of Nisan, which in turn might fall 
isible appearance of the new moon in the 114 happen to become visible on our 
ing that day after sunset) would be the 2€ a Monday; if then the Pharisces = she sheaf of the first-fruits would be 
3 would not at all suit the Sadducees 
first day of the week in which the ‘om was that when the Paschal new moon 
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at probability of this latter view 

nn examination of the Seripture 

sides, has been made. And it is with som 

+ at the same arrangement of the events - 
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The Probability 
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guilty. But in spite of His proved inno 

almost unanimous clamour of the Jews, cr 

this day was the 14th of Nisan. If, on 

Friday, the 15th of Nisan, then the type 

important particular. 

Furthermore, those who hold that our I 

He made His Triumphant Entry into Jerusa 

He spent two days, Wednesday and Thursda 

scrutiny, that is, two days out of the 1 

in its fulfilment. Now, with respect DE 

is true that when the Synoptic Gospels < 

on which the passover must be killed," A 

the uarratives, thus marking 2 new beeil 

which break might allow for a period of 

in silence. But the context, before anc 

of a two day period of inactivity on ow 

2 retirement seems to be expressly conti 

ministry of the period, when, just befo! 

"every day He was teaching in the templ« 

mount that is called the mount of Olive: 

Him in the temple, to hear Him’ (Luke x 

have urged that, according to the Apost. 

after replying to the request of the Gr 

and “hid Himself." It is here submitte 

inogtle John's Gospel narrative 36 ελ. 
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mentioned later in verses 27-82, and this has nothing whatever to do with "the morrow after 

8 

And this conclusion is eonfirmed by the general context of the chapter. The mention of 

the word "sabbath" in verse 11 ("on the morrow after the sabbath"), preceded as it is by 

the artele, surely refers to the sabbath already mentioned, namely the weekly sabbath of 

verse 3, for to what other "sabbath* can it refer? It is here submitted that it cannot 

refer to the first day of unleavened bread, the Pasehal Supper, of verses 6 and 7, which, 

though of a quasi-sabbatical character, is not called a “sabbath.” The only other day in 

this chapter beside the weekly sabbath which is called a "sabbath" is the Day of Atonement, 

 ש

the sabbath" of verse 11.4 
There is thon no evidence in this chapter to show that the word “sabbath” in the phrase 

under diseussion refers.to any other day than the weekly Sabbath, none whatever. It would 

seem then that the Sadducees were right in their intcroretation of the phrase, not the 

Pharisees.< This conclusion is important. For if the Saddusces were right in their 

interpretation of the phrase in question, they were probably right also in their choice 

of the day for the Passover Supper, and right in their sacrificing of the passover lambs 

the previous afternoon; and our Lord put His seal on the rightness of this latter act by 

Himself dying on the Cross at the same time. From this it follows that the Passover 

Supper caten by our Lord and His disciples was the Passover Supper of the Pharisces, both 

Suppers, our Lord's and the Pharisees,' being without any lambs on the table since no lambs 

were available until the Sadducean authorities released them from the Temple area the 

following afternoon. Indeed the Pharisees had learned, we are told, to keep the Passover 

without lambs in Maccabean times; and it would also seem that our Lord and His diseiples 

ked kept the Passover in this way at Capernaum on the previous year. There is therefore 

nothing extraordinary in the fact that in the Gospel records there is no allusion to the 

eating of a passover lamb by our Lord's disciples in the Upper Chamber during the evening 

in which He was betrayed. 

1 Our first question is now answered—Our Lord and His diseiples partook of an anticipa- 

| tory Passover Supper by special desire "before He suffered," a Supper held during the 

evening which commenced the 14th of Nisan, and the Saddueces kept the regular legal 

Passover Supper in the following evening after our Lord's burial. 

(b) On what Day of the Week was our Lord Crusified? 

‘WESTERN TRADITION (followed even by the majority of Protestants who disown the authority 
ὃν Tradition) is practically unanimous in the belief that out Lord was .crucified on the 

Friday of the Passion Week. On the other hand Eastern Tradition (as represented by the 
Greok, Russian, and other members of the Orthodox Chureh) is in agreement with the belief 
that our Lord was crucified on the Thursday of that Week, and in some Eastern Churches 

it is the practice to have a representation of the dead body of our Lord in a eoffin 

eisplayed on the Thursday night of the "Holy Week," as 2 reminder of His death that day. 

But what does Scripture say on the matter? Does it uphold the Friday date, ar does it 

indicate that our Lord was erucified on the Thursday? Many able expositors maintain that 

Seripture supports Friday as the Day of the Crucifixion; but an important minority have 

grave doubts about this view. The matter is of some importance, because on the assumption 

that our Lord was crucified on the Friday depends the present extreme reverence given by 
| a section of the Church to "Good Friday” as being the “holiest day of the year." Among 

those who have questioned whether our Lord was crucified on Friday may be mentioned such 

‚ a scholar as the late Bishop Westcott,and he has been followed by certain scholars of the 
| present day. Bishop Westcott laid great stress upon our Lord's words, “As Jonah was 

three days and three nights in the belly of the whale; so shell the Son of man be three 
| days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matt.xii.40), as being proof to the 
| contrary. He wrote as follows: “Admitting that parts of the days of the Burial, and the 
| esurrection, are to be counted as days, yet even thus the period from Friday to Sunday 
| is only three days and two nights. Are we then to conclude that the separate enumeration 
| 02 days and nights is without special force, and strictly speaking inaccurate?" It was 
| for this reason that he held that our Lord was crucified on the Thursday. © The present 
6-7 had long been dissatisfied with the usual explanation of the words of our Lord 

Just quoted, :which attemptSto harmonise them with the Friday date, and had been much 
attracted by the possibility of the Crucifixion having taken place on the Thursday. 

a   

  

  
But , 

| 1. The "sabbaths" appearing in the A.V. of verses 24 and 39 are mistranslations, see the 
RU 2. There is another reason why “the morrow after the sabbath" cannot mean the day 
after the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, on the 15th of Nisan, namely, this 
"morrow after the sabbath" was a day when the sickle had to be put to the corn in the 
field at the reaping of the harvest, which means it was necessarily a word-day. But if 
this “morrow after the sabbath" meant} merely “the morrow after the Paschal sabbath (the 

|] loth of Nisan), it might happen to fall on the weskly Sabbath on which "no manner of work 
| could be done; so the sheaf could not be cut, nor the ‘harvest gathered, nor the sheaf 

waved before the Lord, because the Paschal sabbath, the fisrt day of the Feast of Unleav- 
ened Bread depended upon the first visible appearance of the new moon in the Spring 
‘quinox, and this had no fixed relation to the week. But if “the morrow after the 
Sabbath" meant the day after the weekly Sabbath of that occasion, then such work could be 
done. 3. Introduction to the Study of the Gospels, pp.544,545. 

  

 



more careful examination of the Scripture records, and of the arguments advanced by both 

he caption of Dates, written by Mr. F.R, Montgomery Hitchcock 
Christ and the Gospels, though the present writer only became 
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the great probability. of this latter view has been growing of late, especially since = 

sides, has been made. And it is with some satisfaction that the writer has discovered 

tat the same arrangement of the events of the Passion Week, as is here submitted, 

appeers in an article under ל‎ 

in Hastings’ Dictionary of 
arm a 

formulated his own opinions on the matter. 

(The reader will find it more advisable than ever to refer continually to the suggested 

regation of :. 

t was chosen by... :: 

Sunday,” the: 10th of Nisan, when the people said: "Hosanna, 
(J Onn xl... 

and in His three and a half years of ministry - 
In the passage from: 

words “ye shall keep it up meen in effect “ye shall have. it. in 
the» 

In fulfilment of this our Lord was under constant scrutiny fron "Palm Sunday 
fault 

On the Sunday He made His triumphant Entry into Jerusalem, and * 

into the Temple, 

% 
details of the type appearing in Exodux xii.3-8. © 

on 

d His great day of controversy with these 

"ensnaré:Him in His talk," or to "answer Him a word" 

On Wednesday our Lord again entered 

chronological order of the Passion Weck appearing in Appendix B., at the end of this 
paper ). 3 : | : : 

The Probability of the Thursday Date. 

The great probability of tke Thursday date for the Crucifixion of our Lord is that i 

seems to fit in so wonderfully with the 5- 
er 

In the tenth day of this month [Nisan] they shall take to them every man a lamb ... 

 ‎ lambs shall be without blemish, a male of the first year... ye shall keep it upקי

ntil the fourteenth day of the’ same month: the whole. assembly of the’ cong 
Israel shall kill it at even ... and they shall eat the flesh in that night." 

In fulfilment of this type it would seem that our Lord, the Archetype, 

acclamation on Palm 
is He that cometh in the name of the Lord, even the 

11,12). Our Lord was in the; prime of life, 
He had shown Himself without blemish in any way, moral 

Exodus, just quoted, the 
under 

  

King of Israel 

or physical. 

custody,"! that is, 
mean time, 

right up to the time when He was delivered to 
could be found in Hin, 
"oll the city was stirred, scying, Who is this? And the multitude said, This is the 
Prophet, Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee" (Matt.xxi.10,11); and after showing Himself 
publicly in the Temple He returned to Bethany. On Monday He again entered 
and purified it, healing the blind and lame there, and so again vindicated Himself, up 

which the children cried, Hosanna to the Son of David,” and the religious leaders were 
unable to gainsay Him. On Tuesday our Lord 

Jewish leaders, who were unable to 
when He questioned them, for He was without 

constant scrutiny against possible blemish developing in 

be crucified; during which period no 

ha 

fault. 

Jerusalem, and certain Greeks enquired after Him,? and a "voice out of heaven" vindicated 

arrest by the priests who were 

And significantly 

and later was betrayed, arrested, tried 

Him in the presence of the multitude; and after answering further criticism our Lord 
"departed and hid Himself,” presumably to avoid premature 
that day plotting His death (John xii.28-36). 
Lord instituted His New Supper of Remembrance, 
before the religious leaders of the people, who were unable to substantiate any charge 
against Him, tried by Pilate, by Herod, by Pilate again, and repeatedly pronounced not 
guilty. But in spite of His proved innocence He was finally condemned to death by the 
almost unanimous clamour of the Jews, crying, “Let Him be crucified." 
this day was the 14th of Nisan. If, on the other hand, our Lord was crucified on the 
Friday, the 15th of Nisan, then the type in Exodus is proved to be incorrect in a most 

important particular. 

That evening, now the 14th of Nisan, 

Furthermore, those who hold that our Lord was erucified on Friday, and yet believe that 
that 

Serious failure 
@ period of retirement from public view, it 

He made His Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem on “Palm Sunday," are forced to predicate 
He spent two days, Wednesday and Thursday, in retirement at Bethany, not under public 
scrutiny, that is, two days out of the five demanded by the type, another 
in its fulfilment. Now, with respect to such 
is true that when the Synoptic Gospels come to speak of the "first day of unleavened bread 

in the continuity of 

   

on whieh the passover must be killed,” there does seem to be a break 
the uarratives, thus marking a new beginning (Matt.xxvi.17; Mark xiv.12; Luke xxii.7), 
which break might allow for a period of retirement at that point, a retirement passed over 

y gives no impression 
Indeed such 

in silence. But the context, before and after this break , certainl 
of a two day period of inactivity on our Lord's part, as is 
ε retirement seems to be expressly contradicted by Luke's 
ministry of the period, when,. just before 

so often assumed. 

summing up of our Lord's 
his account of the Paschal Supper, he says: 

"every day He was teaching in the temple, and every night He went out, and lodged in the 
called the mount of Olives; and all the people came early in the morning to 

Harmonists 

mount that is 

Him in the temple, to hear Him* (Luke xxi.37,;38). The writer is aware that some 
have urged that, according to the Apostle John, it was on Tuesday afternoon that our Lord, 

Greeks 

   

is the Day of Atonement, § "Te of this article long after he had 
nothing whatever to do with "the morrow after 

For in this passage we read: 

      

Blessed 
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also seem that our Lord and His diseiples on the previous year. There is therefore 
rospel records there is no allusion to the 
les in the Upper Chamber during the evening 

lambs 
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He suffered," a supper 
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inorrow after the Paschal sabbath after replying to the request of the for an interview, departed fram the Temple, 
and “hid Himself." It is here submitted, on the contrary, that there is nothing in the 
fnostle John's Gospel narrative to fix the time when our Lord hid Himself from the people, 

kly Sabbath on which ‘no manner of worki the ‘harvest gathered, nor the sheaf » the fisrt day of the Feast of Unleay- ace of the new moon in the Spring 
<. But if “the morrow after the 1. See Bishop Ellicott's Bible Commentary, Vol.I, p.228. 2. Sir W.J. Herschell, in his 

“Gospel Monogram, places the enquiry of these Greeks, and our Lord's reply, on the 
ker. 

Wednesday morning, 

that occasion, then suen Work coula 
3, Dp.544,545, 
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phrase "the third day" is related. Ins 

the same mode of reckoning “on the secon 

it? Consider the following example: We 

wind sprang up, and on the second day we 

arrival at Puteoli “on the second day” 8 

on the day after the morrow after the ar 

not inclusive. This is in direct disagr 

+hen there are both modes of reckoning i 

English we have the same thing. When we 

day after the morrow, , but the next day € 

we have a set of three periods commencir 

set would be the day after the morrow, f 

the third day we departed,” in which the 

after the first mentioned day, the reck< 

Now all expositors insist, as Prof. T 

third day," ‘after three days," aud the 

one another, all denoting the period be 

being so, those who believe that our Lo 

various expedients to shorten, or compr 

the meaning which they assign to the ph 

day after the morrow." Thus Jewish aut 

night are the equivalent of the Hebrew | 

nuchthömeron, & “night-day"), and it is 

Teckoned for one onah. This being SO, : 

buriel and sunset is reckoned as one on 

makes a second onah, and from sunset on 

onah, three onoth altogether. In this 

This is a possible explanation; put it 

one. If such were our Lord's meaning, 

nuchthémera in the heart of the whalc's 

+hemera, (night-days) in the heart of tr 

Of night and then day, our Lord said th 

in the heart of the earth," which was I 

Thursday. 

But let us now examine the remaining 

after three days," appearing in Matthe 

alive, After three days I rise again,” 

us first assume that our Lord was cruci 

+0. On this hypothesis the phrase "aft 

forward to Sunday morning, that is, it 

method of reckoning "after two days" m 

mean "to-day"; but this is manifestly + 

... arrived at Rhegium: and after one { 

we came to Puteoli"; here unquestionab. 

by the same mode of reckoning after Ti 

Gan we confirm this meaning in connect: 

Yes, we can; fcr it so happens that ow 

this very phrase early in the Passion | 

meaning. It is generally admitted by 

Crucifixion that it was on Tuesday tha 

religious leaders of the Jews in the Pp: 

came to an end our Lord departed from 

showed Him the Temple buildings which | 

implies that it was still daylight. 0 

one stone of these same buildings woul 

on the Mount of Olives, and went on to 

juigements éonnected therewith. The d 

than a quarter of an hour (the longer 

read through audibly in the English tr 

“When Jesus had finished all these wor 

two days the passover cometh, and the 

pue), or, as it is in Mark; "Atte 

unleavened bread” (Mark xiv.1).? Tu 

Lord just before sunsct, late on Tues¢ 

means "on the morrow” (as it must, if 

after the morrow," as argued by Prof. 

after that sunset our Lord kept His P: 

the next day, Wednesday. But this wa: 

      

The word hémera, used here for "da: 

2, No harmonist has, to the 

3. 1.Θ. according 

4, See 

1. 
night. 
on the Wednesday. 
which the Synoptics refer. 
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and it seems tolerably certain, i i al : : in view of Luke's 1 j Ξ : express testimo 

el to the enquiry of the Greeks, and His ל‎ 

ivoid p ure arrest, took place on Wednesday morning; and it seens that it was ne 

Fos and instituted His New Supper of Remembrance. ee ae 

It appears then that Ä | | 

of Nisan, and by being 
oe Lord accurately fulfilled the type by being chosen 9n the loth 

ee er constant scrutiny before the public (with the exception of a 

eee ο ו‎ een the 14th day of that month, namely, Thursday, on 

: & ie etween the evenings," af ei i : 

death "by the whole assembly of the congregation' - ee men 

Ca . . . 

 ‎ ss en Yes, abundantly so. In the first place we have aב

an ohn xii.l, which seems to fit in exactly with the Thursday dat 

On. or we read: ה‎ six days before the passover = 

can. t Now what does the Apostle John mea ο 

. ο ο πο. it refers to the sacrificing of the ee 

in Nisan; but here it more probably refers to the Paschal Supper 

en m. commenced after the sunset of the 14th, that is, on the 15th 

de an 5 seen elsewhere, À speaks of the legal Passover Supper which 

nn ie h, by this title). Now let us assume that this legal , 

πα ο οσα ee after our Lord's death, then one day before this 

an Sue 2 8 ο two days before the passover Tuesday evening, three 

 ‎ a ore ays, Sunday evening, five days, Saturday evening and six daysל

en 2 = ay evening (which was the commencement of the Sabbath) Thus 5 

on ב‎ ee and tiring ascent from Jericho on Friday, and ה‎ at 

en ao +. = apparently had His supper with Martha, Mary, and Laz@rus 

een = urday evening. On the above assumption then the ro 

en a took place on the Friday, then working backwards 

en. a ord's arrival at Bethany from Jericho on Saturday or 

ee ανα, , a s is 2, improbable because the distance up from Jerich t 
greater than a Sabbath day's journey, and Saturday was the στο 

In the s daté ue ee Thursday date for the Crucifixion, as pointed out by Bishop 
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 ‎ an ih ner € (lit. “on the third day"), when referring to the eeרש

morrow, then this is most ה‎ "the day after to-morrow," or "the day after the , 
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a . ner rejected the view of Bishop Westcott, and insisted 

choc weine on the Friday. But on the other hand we may note that M . 
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ir
 

5 

f 

| 
| 
| 

  

     

  

  

        
 



  

is plainly inclusive. By 
But does 

We... arrived at Rhegium: and after one day a south 
ought to mean “on the morrow." 

(Acts xxviii.13). Here the 

with Prof. Turner's dictum above. Evidently | 

day from now," we mean, the 
being exclusive. But if 

to-day in view, "on the third day" of such a 
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departure was the day after the morrow 
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This 

put to death on Friday afternoon seek by 
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to the effect that a day and a 
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day morning makes a third. 

Lord's prediction was fulfilled. 
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In such cases the reckoning 

second day" 
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day we came to Püteoli" 
day" after the previous arrival at Rhegium was plainly 

the arrival at Rhegium, the reckoning being exclusive, 

This is in direct disagreement 
of reckoning in the New Testament, inclusive and exclusive. In | 

When we say " 
day after that, the reckoning 

the “three days and three 

between our Lord's death and His resurrection. 
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Thus Jewish authorities are quoted 
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day to early Sun 
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nuchthémera in the heart of the whale's belly, so shall the 

rer rr πε -πτττ---- 
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hrase "the third day" is related. 

the same mode of reckoning "on the 
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on the day after the morrow after 
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English we have the same thing. 

day after the morrow,,but the next 

a 

    

  

we have a set of three periods commencing with 
d be the day after the morrow, for example: “We remained here three days, and on. 

which the day of 

reckoning being inclusive. | 

Turner has done above, that the phrases “on the 
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the third day we departed," in 

after the first mentioned day, 

Now all expositors insist, as Prof. 

third day," “after three days," aiid 
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being so, those who believe that our Lord was 
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If such were our Lord's meaning, 

thémera (nieht-days) in the heart of the earth"? But, reversing the usual Jewish order 
of night and then day, our Lord said that He would be "three daylightst and three nights ~ 

the case if He was crucified on the | 

hrase “on the third day," viz., 

ix, 361 R.V.; x,34 R,V. Let 
see what this assumption leads 

ton the morrow,” and "after one day" must 
Let us look again at Acts xxviii.13: ‘We 

, and on the second day 
therefore 

  

ns “on the morrow,‘ 

the chronological data of the Passion Week? 

it sheds clear light on its 

Temple.“ When this controversy 

This 
he time was coming when not 

And He sat down 

plain view on their road to Bethany. 

of our Lord's discourse would not take more 
appearing in Matthew xxiv.4 to xxv.46 may be 

read through audibly in the English translation in about twelve 
said unto His disciples, Ye know that after 

meth, and the Son of man is delivered 
"After two days was the 
It would appear then that these 
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the phrases under consideration Thursday would be “after three days," and Friday, on 

which, according to this hypothesis, our Lord was crucified, would be “after four days," 

contradicting our Lord's own words. It is evident then that an inclusive reckoning of 

the phrases "after three days" and "after two days" leads to an impasse, and something 

must be wrong. It appears then that the phrase "after two days" does not mean "on the 

morrow,” nor does "after three days" mean "on the day after the morrow," nor does its 

equivalent “on the third day" have this meaning. 

Now let us assume that the Crucifixion took place on the Thursday, and see how these 
phrases work out. Reckoning exclusively from late Thursday afternoon, “after one day" 

i 

| brings us to Friday, "after two days" to Saturday, and "after three days" to Sunday 

| morning. By the same mode of reckoning, and starting from late on Tuesday afternoon, 

"after one day” brings us to Wednesday, and “after two days" to Thursday, on which our 
Lord was put to death on the Cross. ‘this method of reckoning of the phrases, then, leads 

to a consistent result, and the chronology fits perfectly. 

So instead of trying to compress the phrases “after three days" and “three days and 

| three nights" to mean “the day after the morrow," which leads to an impasse, a consistent 

chronological result is obtained by taking the phrase “on the third day to mean the. same 

thing as the apparently longer phrase “after three days," both meaning two days after the 

morrow, the reckoning being exclusive.® 

    

"The Preparation." 
  

| The last problem to be considered is what bearing, if any, have the various references 

to "the preparatién, * and “the sabbath," which anpear after the accounts of the Crucifixion, 
on the latter. If we possessed the Synoptic Gespels only it must be admitted that most 

readers would conclude that the day of the Crucifixion was followed immediately by the 
weekly Sabbath, which, if true, would mean that our Lord was crucified on Friday. It has 
been urged that the references to "the preparation” lead to the same reult. Consider the 

following passages from the Synoptics: 

"And when even was now come, because it was the preparation, that is the day before the 
sabbath, there came Joseph of Arimathea ... unto Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus" 
Mark xv.42,43). 

"This man went.to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And he took it down, and 
wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid Him in a tomb that was hewn in stone, where never 
man had lain. And it was the day of the preparation, and the sabbath drew on" (Luke 

2343 11.52.54]. 

“And the women, which had come with Him out of Galilee, followed after, and beheld the 
tomb, and how the body was laid. And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments. 

And on the sabbath they rested according to the commandment” (Luke xxiii,55,56). 

"Now on the morrow, which is the day of the Preparation, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees were gathered together unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver 
said, while He was alive, After three days I rise again. Command therefore that the 
sepulehre be made sure until the third day ... so they wes, and made the sepulchre sure, 
sealing the stone, the guard being with them” (Matt.xxvii.62-66). 

"And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
Salome, bought spices, that they might come and anoint Him’ (Mark xvi.l). 

At first sight the references to the “sabbath” in these verses seem to speak of the. 

weekly Sabbath as apparently following after the day of the Crucifixion. Also the term 

  

1. It is just possible (though unlikely) that our Lord spoke the words “after two days the 

passover cometh, on which the Son of man is delivered up to be crucified" after sunset on 
Tuesday. But even then, acc. rding to an inclusive reckoning, Friday would be “after three 
days,” not after two, as foretold by our Lord. . 2. The writer is not unmindful of the 
fact the Apostle John, when speaking of the second meeting of our Lord with the Eleven 

  

| after His resurrection, said: "And after eight days again His disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them" (John xx.26), in which the phrase “after eight days again” plainly mean 
" week later," or, as we would say in English, “after seven days." But, as has already 
been pointed out, the Jews were accustomed, when speaking of a set of days, to reckon 
inclusively; and without doubt the week was one of the most conspicuous examples. of .such a 
set of days. Idiom is a peculiar thing; compare the Fench expression "dans huit jours" 
(in eight days) for "in a week's time." But this Jewish use of "after eight days" for 

‚ "in a week's time! does not prove that all such expressions must be reckoned inclusively. 

  

we compare Matthew xvii.l with Luke ix.28; in the former passage we read: “And after six 
days Jesus taketh with Him Peter and James and John, and bringeth them into a high moun- 

  

; while Luke, speaking of the same incident, says more loosely: "And it came to 
| pass about eight days after these sayings, He took with Him Peter and James and John, and 
went up into the mountain to pray"; here the words "after six days" cannot be an inclusive 
phrase for our After five days," for it is equivalent to Luke's looser period "about eight 
days after," which must mean "about a week later." Ve see again that the New Testament 
uses both inclusive and exclusive modes of reckoning periods of days 

 ב

| Another proof to the contrary (in addition to the passage of Acts xxviii.13) appears when 

| tain apart”; 
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Passion Week, and the Roman tradition is wrong. This conclusion has a bearing upon the 
present practice in some quarters to give to what is called “Good Friday" an especial 
honour as being the holiest day of the year. If any day may be supposed. to have such an 
honour in this connection it should be the Thursday of that Week. It has also a bearing 
upon the practice of the Church of Rome in restricting the diet of members of that Church 
on the Friday, this practice is evidently a mere "tradition of men," without any divine 
sanction whatever. 

It is doubtful, of course, whether such a long established custom as the observance of 
"Good Friday" amongst the Western Churches could be upset by a realisation that our Lord 
was really crucified on a Thursday; and as long as the observance of 6 Friday" is 
regarded as a convenicnt occasion for the special remembrance of our Lord's Passion on 
the Cross, without any intrinsic holiness of itself, just as Christmas (though not being 
actually the day of our Lord's birth) is observed Lo celebrate this great event, no vital 
-brinciple is involved, and Christians can, in love, respect the feelings of rose who, 
having been brought up to revere the = observe it as a Special opportunity for the 
remembrance of our Lord's death on the Cross for the sin of mankind. But such should not 
on the other hand, judge their brethren who have scruples about the observance of the day. 

eueשש | מ ‏ | ee) mm) αφ mm) nm am; ων αν jew! ou lem! em) eme) ον) au) | nm πω ο ων" ο ως ae αφ α-- οה שמ | ‏ mrt ο ος πο ο ο μα ο Ome os οו ‏ 

πο ος to Dr, Alfred Edershein, a great Anglican authority on Jewish customs, the 
observance of the Paschal Supper in our Lord's time took pkace substantially according to 
the following ritual: . 

(1) Each particular family, or company, wishing to keep the Passover, obtained their 
Passover lamb from the Temple area, where it had been sacrificed. They gathered together 
in a room set apart for the purpose, from which every trace of leaven had been most 
scrupulously elininated. They took "their places at a table, reclining upon a couch around 
it. The head of the company began the ceremony by taking the first cup in his hands, a 
cup filled with wine mixed with water. He then “gave thanks" ‘acc rding to a formula 
beginning with the words, "Blessed art Thou our Lord God, who hath created the fruit of 
the vane,” Ihe cup, after this no ae was then Basen round that each might 
thereof. 

(2) The whole company then rose, and after prayer to Jehovah, washed their hands. 

(3) They then resumed their a at the table. The head then dipped bitter herbs into 
vinegar, and having pronounced a blessing, partook thereof, and passed the bitter herbs 
round that each might partake, 

(4) The head then broke one of the unleavened cakes on the table in half, and after 
putting aside one half for the "after-dish" (the aphigomen) , lifted up the dish in which 
the other half was contained, and said: "This is the bread of affliction which our fore- 
fathers ate in the land of Esypt; all that are hungry come and eat, ell that are needy 
come and keep the passover. ; \ 

(5) The Second cup was now filled, and the youngest member of the company made a formal 
enquiry as to the meaning of: the a The cup was ‚then. elevated, and after the 
Singing of the first part of the “hallel,* was drunk by ‘those present. 

(6) The company then rose again and ב‎ their hands. : After resuming their places at 
the table the “sop” (consisting of pieces of unleavened bread between which bitter herbs 
had been sandwiched, the whole being dipped into e mixture of raisins, nuts, and spices, 
called the charoseth) was passed round that all might partake. 

(7) The Passover lamb was then eaten by those present. 
(8) At this point, especially in after days, the “after-dish" (the aphiqomen) was eaten. CE 
(9) The third cup, the “cup of blessing,“ was then filled, and after thanksgiving, was 

drunk by all present. 

(10) Last of all the ceremony concluded by the drinking of the fourth cup with the 
Singing of the rest of the “hallel,” and after prayer all dispersed. 

Appendix A. The Passover Supper in the Time of our Lord. 

  

  

      

Appendix B. . Suggested Chronological Order of the Passion Weck. 

Nisan 

‚Friday Ascent by our Lord from Jericho to Bethany. 
(Friday evening Jesus arrives at Bethany "six days before the passover. 
4 to Weekly Sabbath. 
‘Saty. sunset Sat 

(Saty. evening Supper at Bethany, Lazarus present. 
to Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem, "Palm Sunday. 

(Sund. sunset 
(Sund. evening 
5 to Purification of the Temple. 
(Mond. sunset 
(Mond. evening 
] to | Our Lord's Controversy with Jewish Leaders, after two days ... (Tues. sunset the Son of man ... crucified." 
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Μ. ) 
daylight ) . | 

(ist night) | 

(2nd daylight) 
(2nd night) 

(Srd daylight 

( 3rd night ) 

Lord. 

belly, so shall the Son of Man 
(Matt.xii.40). 

to the 17th of Nisan. 

to Grecks ask to see Jesus. “He departed and hid Himself." 

(ae evening Sheaf of First-fruits waved before the 

9 

15 

| evening 

. CWedy. sunset 

Wedy. evening Anticipatory Paschal Supper. The Lord's Supper, Betrayal. 

14 to . השרה‎ “Crucifixion {fran 9 A.M. to 3 2 

Thur, sunset  Typical lambs slain. Burial. 
ο evening Legal Paschal Supper of Sadducees. 

F 

  

to Passover Sabbath. 

rid, sunset 
Frid. evening 

. 16 to Weekly Sabbath 
Saty. sunset 

(Say. evening 
Resurrection (bcfore deylight 

15 
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TAs Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale’ 

be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth* 

“After three days I will rise again" (Matt.xxvii.63). 

Appendix ©. Scriptures dealing with the Period from the 
ο 

14th of NISAN (Wednesday evening to Thursday sunset) 
  

"Now on the first day of unlcavencA bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Where, 

ον (Mett-.xxmi.l7). . 

ready that Thou mayest: 

must be sacrificed" (Luke 

use with My disciples" (Matt. 

ith unto thee, Where is the : 

‘before I suffer” (Luke xxii. 
5 

sixth hour [Roman reckon-~ 

wilt Thou that we make rvady for Thee to eat the passover 

“Ana on the first day of unleavened bread, when they sacrificed the passover, His 

disciples say unto Him, Where wilt Thou that we go and make 

    

eat the passover?" (Mark xiv.12). 
a oe פג גו‎ 

   

“And the day of unleavened bread catic, on whith the passover 

x11.7). 

“Go into the city ... I will keep the passover at thy ho 

xxvi.18). 
"Go and make ready for us the passover ... the Master 
guest chamber where I shall eat the passover with My disciples?" (Luke xxii.10-12; and 

Mark xiv.13-15). 

jith desire I have desired to eat this passover with you 

15). (From sunrise onward 

"Now ib was the Preparation of the passover: it was about 
me ... Scnoldsyour ine! Away with Hin ... cruciiy Him" (soln x32.12 15). 

 ש

the bodies should not remain 

"And it was the third nour [Jewish reckoning], and they crucified Him" (Mark xv.25). 

“The Jews, therefore, because it was the Preparation, 
eam reams ci μπω 

  

on. the cross on the sabbath (for the.day of that sabbath was a high day), asked of 

t was the Preparation, that is 

... unto Pilate, and asked 
taking Him down, wound Him in. 

    

  

Pilate ... that He might be taken away {John xix.31) 
"And when even Lhere before sunset]was now come, because 

the day before the sabbath, there came Joseph of Arimathea 
for the body of Jesus ... he bought a linen cloth, and 

cee eam 

the linen cloth, and laid Him in a tomb. And Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 

Jesus, beheld where He was laid"' (Mark xv.42-47). 

"There then because of the Jews! Prenaration (for the tomb was nigh at hand) they laid 

Jesus (John xix.42). 

“And it was the Preparation, and (the) sabbath drew סמ‎ 1 and the women which had come 
and how His body was laid. 

a 
ο 

nd ointments” (Luke xxiii.54-56). 

  

    

nomena 3 

with Him from Gelilee, foll 
And they prepared srices a 

15th of NISAN (Thursday evening to Friday sunset). 

wed after, and beheld the 

  

the sabbath day they rested according to the commandment’ (Luke xxiii.56; seeגבה סב ‏" 

the Commandment in Exodus xii.16 and Leviticus xxiii.7).‏ 
“Now on the morrow, which ‘is the day after the Preparation, the chief priests ... 

gathered together unto Pilate, saying, Sir, that deceiver said ... after three days 
I rise again. Command therefore the sepulchre be made 
5ο they went, and made the sepulchre sure" (Matt.xxvii.62-66). 

/ 

 שה

e until the third day ... 

  

16th of NISAN (Friday evening to Saturday sunset) 
The Weekly Sabbath. 

17th of NISAN (Saurday evening to Sunday sunset) 

  

"And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 

sunrise, when the Jewish 
us, not to the Jews, or the 

Hin* (Mark xvi.l) [ over Salome, bought spices, that they might come and anoint 
nennt 

1. Gr., epephösken, lit. began to dawn. "It was sundown, not 
EF סמ במ‎ μα. SAI ας 

sabbath (twenty-four hour day) began. The confusion is to 

readers of the Greek New Testament,” Prof, A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New > 
Testament, Vol.ii, p.289. The so-called Gospel of Peter has this verb epiphosko in this 

a um einen 

κα ορ 

er 

sense of “drew on," as does a late papyrus, see again Prof. Robertson, 1000, 03 
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Mirיי ‏ 

.the supper appearing in Matthew and Marl 

‘suppers, 
woman (unnamed) anointing His head. 

in which different women an 
1 

was only one supper, end this supper wai 

our Lord's entry into Jerusalem. 

Appendix E. The Day of the Triw 

In his book Palestine Calling, Dr. W.M. 
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ment of the Passion Weck involves two d 

conflict with the definite time note gx 
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Appendix F.  _ Could our Lord have 

In the March number of The Evangelical 

defended the view held by a few student 

Wednesday of the Passion Week. In his 

hypothesis can our Lord's words “so sha 

in the heart of the earth be literally 

ον In the so-called *Holy Week’ ther 

in between, which necessitates the plec 
Burial that evening (which would be the 
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Wednesday night, Thursday; Thursday nig 

rose at the end of the Sabbath (Matt.xz 

urged that there are two passages in Ma 

women to the tomb, “that absolutely dem 

seys that the women, who had watched J® 

pody of Jesus, and beheld where He was 

when the sabbath was past’ that they x 

‘commences at this point, and after tell 

prepared spites and ointments, and on t 

commandment’ (Luke xxiii.56). Dr, Bine 

+o reconcile these two divergent accour 

wasonly in the grave during the Jewish 

  

_ sebbaths that week with a secular day t 
μή Bo; 
women made their great preparation for 

While the present writer is in agreen 

= Lord was crucified on the Friday, he ne 
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(Just before Sunrise) 

“Now late on [better, tafter"jl the sabbath day, as it began to dawn towards the first 

5 day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the 800010220" (Matt. 

 ‎ τς τα)ב

‘Now when He was risen early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary 

. Magdalene" (Mark xvi.9). 

 ה

Appendix D. The Supper at which our Lord was present in Simon's House. 

One of the minor problems of the Passion Week is the redlation between the supper spoken 

of in John xii.1-8, and that Cescribed in Matthew xxvi.6-13 end Merk xiv.5-9. These 

suppers have so much in cormon that most harmonists took upon them as being one and the 

senc. The present writer is inclined to take the same view. It is true that in the supper 

 ‎ John the .intment was poured upon the feet of our Lord, while in the supperסע 8680210686

described in Matthew and Mark the ointment was poured upon His head. But may it not be 

true that the ointment was poured (by Mary the sister of Lazarus, ef. John xi.2 with 31) 

upon both the head and feet of our Lord? The hose in which the supper was held was, 

» according to Matthew and Mark, that of Simon the leper, and John does not contradict this, 

but merely says that Lazarus was present, and that Martha served; He does not say that 

the house belonged to Lazarus, as some have assumed. Matthew and Mark indicate that some 

. of the disciples were indignant at the apparent waste’ of valuable ointment, and John ας 

singles out Judas as the probable source of the murmuring, infecting the others. Both 

Matthew and John mention the ground of the objection, namely, that the ointment might have 

been sold for 300 “pence,” and the proceeds given to the poor; and all three Gospels reply 

to this charge. It would seem very probable indeed that the two suppers were really one. 

But if we have to do with one supper, how is it that John scems to place the supper at 

the end of the sabbath which preceded our Lord's triumphant entry into Jerusalem, while 

both Matthew and Mark seem to place it during the evening which followed the day of | 

controversy between our Lord and the Jewish religious leaders on Tuesday? Before deciding 

the matter, let us first examine the setting of the supper as given by John: 

"Jesus therefore six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom | 

Jesus raised from the dead. So they made Him a supper there ... the common people 

therefore of the Jews learned that He was there: and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, | 

but that they might see Lazarus also ... but the chief priests took counsel that they [ 

might put Lazarus also to death; because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, k 

and believed on Jesus. On the morrow a great multitude ... when they heard that Jesus was | 

‘coming to Jerusalem, took branches of the palm trees, and went forth to meet Him, and 
of the Lord, even the King of 

  

  

  

cure a Ce לא‎ 

eried out, Hosanna: Blessed is He that comcth in the name 
tsraci” (John xii.1-13). ea 

Our Lord came up from Jericho to Bethany on the Friday, 

sunset, that is, on the commencement of the Sabbath. The 
accompanied Him on the road went on to Jerusalem. It was plainly they who brought the news | 

and the ‘common people therefore | 

k 

  

- probably arriving just after 
multitude of pilgrims which 

of His arrival at Bethany to those who were in Jerusalen, 
... learned that He was there” at Bethany; and they came out on the Sabbath to see Him end 
Lazarus also, probably seeing Him at the supper. This supper, then, could not have been 

1016 during Friday evening, because in that case the news of our Lord's arrival would not | 
have time to reach the people in Jerusalem that they might go out to see our Lord and 
Lazarus at Bethany that evening. The supper must therefore have occurred late on the 
Sebbath, or more probably during the evening which brought the Sabbath to a close. And | 
it was on the morrow that the multitude, hearing of our Lord’s intention to enter 
Jerusalem, took the palms leaves and met Him on the road as He appraoched the city. 

But when wo examine the records of the sunper which appears in Matthew and Mark, it seems 
both these Gospels the account of the supper comes in parenthetically. 6 

T
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plain that in 

"Matthew!s account: “Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper &c., * 
the word now” is here a case of the "de resumptive," so often used to mark a new 
beginning in a nerrative. But do we not read, it may be asked, that at the close of 
“Matthew's account: “Then (Gr., tote) one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went 
to the chief priests, and said, What are ye willing to give me, and I will deliver Him 
unto you?" Yes, we do. But this word “then may just as welll refer to the council of 
the chief priests and elders of the Jews as to how they might “take Jesus by subtilty, and 

kill Him,“ mentioned in verses 3-5, which preeede Matthew's account of the supper. (cf. 
Matt.rxvi.3-5 with verses 6-13). It may be asked, then, why did both Matthew and Mark 
interpose the supper between this couneil of the chief priests and the action of Judas in 

seeking them out to betray the Lord Jesus? 

supper here (already held during the Saturday evening) was for the purpose of explaining 
Judas’. action; for, being a thief, he had been indignant that so much money was, from his 

point of view, wasted in the anointing of our Lord, he being one of the limited number of 
the disciples who were offended at Mary's action. Of course, if the word "then" is to be 

taken to show that Judas! action in going to the chief priests followed immediately after 

  

  

50 Either has good support," Prof, A,T. Robertson, Grammar of the New Testament in 
‚the Light of Historical Research, p.646. 

#   À. 

1. “Opse sabbatôn (Matt.xxviii.l) may be cither ‘late on the sabbath,' or ‘after the 
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. the supper appearing in | Matthew and Mark, then we ee conelude that there were two | 

‘suppers, in which different women anointed our Lord, Mary anointing His feet, and another | 

woman (unnamed) anointing His head. But the writer greatly prefers the view that there 

was only one supper, and this .-- was held during the Saturday evening which preceded 

our Lord a entry into Jerusalem % 9 

| 

The Day of the Triumphant Entry into τα 

In his book Palestine Calling, Dr. W.M. Christie, holding 

the Friday, and believing that He accurately fulfilled ns type in tha 

chosen on the 10th of Nisan, is forced to conclude that our Lord's T 

Terusalem took place on the Monday, not Sunday. Reckoning then from Monday, the 10th, he 

holds that our Lord was put to death on Friday the 14th of the month. But t this arrange- 

difficulties. . In the first place it seems to 

conflict with the definite time note given by the Apostle John that "six days before the 

passover® our Lord “came to Bethany” (John xii.l), for he is forced to place the ascent 

to Bethany on the Sunday (it could not have occur red on the Sabbath, as the distance was 

more than a sabbath day's journey), and "six days" from Sunday would place the Passover 

evening, and the Crucifixion on the Saturday, ee apparently Dr. Christie 

overlooked this fact. Secondly, in bringing our Lord up from Jericho on the Sunday, with 

= supper thet evening, Dr. Christie creates another difficulty. The long and tiring 

scent to Bethany would take our Lord and His disciples (with the women accompanying Him) 

ae hours, probably more. Supposing then that our Lord left Jericho in the 

morning, His arrival at Bethany could not well have been before 2 P.M., possibly later. — | 

‚Then there would not have been sufficient time for the news of our Lord's arrival at | 

thany to reach Jerusalem to enable the “common people" to "learn of it ai 

0 out the same day to see Him and Lazarus, and for the chief priests to hear of their 

visit to Bethany for this purpose, and “take counsel that night "that they might = 

All this would hav ve taken considerable time. 
| 

| 

But if, as suggested by the present writer, our pe arrived at Bethany just after | 
and the subeguent supper was held in Simon 78 house on Saturday evening , 

there would have been a ample time for all this to ee and John’s comment becomes . 

luminous: "Jesus there fore six gr before the passover de to Bethany ... they mad 

Him a supper there ... the common people therefore earned that He Was. nee aes they 

came, not for Jesus! sa ke o a a that they =a η sec Lazarus also ... but the. chief. 

priests took counsel that they might put Lazarus also te death;- because » that _by reason ος 

him many of the Jews went away, a believed on Jesus. 

A endix E. Jerusalem. à 

that our Lord was oruciftea: on 

t He was publicly 

Triumphant Entry into 
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| 

might 

  

Appendix F Could our Lord have been crucified on wednesday? 

In the March ae r of The Evangelical Chris stian for 1923, the late Be Dr. Bingham, « 

defended the view held by a few students of Seripture that our Lord was crucified on the 

Wednesday of the Passion Week. In his article Dr. Bingham urged that only on this 

hypothesis can our Lord's words “so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights 

in the heart of the earth” be literally fulfilled. In support of this contention he urged: 

"In the so-called 'Holy Week' there must have been two sabbaths with a secular day 

= between, whieh necessitates the plecing of the Crucifixion on the Wednesday, and the 

urial that evening (which would be the beginning of the Thursday of the Jews, and the 
= ssover “sabb ath or first day of unleavened bread). Then between this and the weekly 

sabbath was a clear secular day, Friday, and at the close of the weekly sabbath Christ 

  

KE 
arose.“ צ‎ 

In this way, urged Dr. Bingham, were the “three days and three nights" fulfilled— 

Wednesday night, Thursday; Thursday night, Friday; Friday night, and Saturday; and Christ 
rose at the end of the Sabbath (ifatt.xxviii.l). In support of this view Dr. Bingham 
urged that there are two passages in Mark and Luke, to do with the visit of the 
women to the tomb,si'that absolutely demand this arragement to reconcile them, viz. Mark 
says that the women, who had watched Joseph and Nicodemus make a hasty embalment of the 

body of Jesus, and beheld wher = He was laid (John xix.&9,40; Mark xv.47), bought spices 
‘when the sabbath was pL hat they might came and anoint Him (Mark a But Luke 

commences at this point, and after telling of their return from the tomb, = that 'they 

prepared spites and ointments, and on the sabbath day they rested an o the 8 
commandment' (Luke xxiii.56). Dr. Bingham urged, therefore, that it is “utterly impossible 

to reconcile Pa divergent accounts on the basis of the popular theory that Christ 

wasonly in the grave duxing the Jewish sabbath." He held therefore that “there were two ח‎ 

sabbaths that week with a secular day between, and it was on this latter day that the 

women made their great preparation for the permanent embalment of the Body." % 

While the present writer is in agreement with Dr. Bingham in questioning whether our 

Lord was crucified on the Fri iday, he nevertheless submits that Dr. Bingham's argument in 

favour of the Wednesday date is based upon a misunderstanding of the evidence. In the 
first place, our en descent into "the heart of the earth" surely refers to His descent 
in spirit to Hades at the point of death during the afternoon of the day of the Crucifixicn, 

rather than to the mere burial of His body (which in all probability also took place 
before sunset, see note 3, p.10). There is ther W . : efore a short period on Wednesday (on 
Dr, Binghant's Rypothesis) which must be reckoned in the counting. Furthermore, most 
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-ment of the Passio. n Week involves two 
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“Lazarus also to’ death." 
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