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DIVIDE AND RULE— FOR FREEDOM

O n what basis will most people vote in the 
Senate election? In  practice, the  m ajority of loyal 
supporters o f the Liberal, Country and Labour Parties 
will vole the  straight party  ticket. T he people who 
a re  not irrevocably committed, those who really de­
cide the  results o f elections, will tend to vote accord­
ing as they judge the perform ance of the  Govern­
m ent and the Opposition over the  past year. Among 
the factors which will influence them  a re  foreign 
policy, the  “ credibility”  of the respective parties gen­
erally , the  small m atters of V .I.P. a ircraft, increased 
postal charges and o ther p ractical domestic happen­
ings.

It seems to us possible that all these are  wrong 
criteria, and that all the politicians, on both sides, 
have shied away from  what should be  the rea l issue.

The Commonwealth of Australia is not a  unitary 
state, bu t a Federation. T he federa l principle, patent 
in the  Constitution, is reflected structurally  in the 
b icam eral fo rm  of the  Parliam ent. N either of the 
m a jo r political parties really likes o r  wants bicam­
eralism . The policy of the A.L.P. is frankly to abolish 
the  Senate. The Liberal Party  pays lip  service to the 
place o f the  Senate, and in practice consistently 
w hittles down its authority .

We believe that most A nglicans, if they take 
tim e carefully to think about the  m atter, will support 
o u r  conservative, conventional, classical view on the 
essential place of the Senate in  ou r system of gov­
ernm ent. Its prim ary role should be  to safeguard 
the  rights o f the States over against encroachments 
upon  those rights by any tem porary  m ajority in  the 
Representatives. Its value as a house of review, when 
one considers some of the ex traordinarily  hasty legis­
la tion of the last sixty years, is obvious. I t has a 
fu rth er, tacit function, which, in  ou r view, is vital: 
like the Courts, and in  areas where the Courts are 
pow erless, the  Senate is a strong guardian of the 
freedom  of the individual. Specific cases apart (o f 
which there  have been very m any in  recent years), 
th e  existence of a second Cham ber, in  which their 
p roposals will come under close and possibly hostile 
scrutiny, will induce a  p roper sense of caution in 
the  m anagers of any m ajority  in  the  lower House, as 
long as, and only as long as, the  second Chamber 
shetvs that independence o f spirit and judgem ent 
properly  to be expected in  it, and refuses to be sub­
ject to m ere Party.

In day-to-day affairs, Senators tend in  practice 
generally to go along with the policies of the ir parties. 
T he only exceptions in  recent years, it m ust be said, 
have been Senators represen ting  the  Liberal Party , 
whose actions call fo r the highest praise. A.L.P. 
Senators, bound  by form ularies m ore  rigid than  those 
of the  Council of T ren t, never dare  place principle 
above party  discipline. The Senate, in  our view, rep­
resents m ore  accurately than  the  H ouse of_ Rep­
resentatives the  tru e  balance of electoral opinion at 
any given tim e. It does so, of course, because Senators 
a re  chosen by the  system o f p ropo rtional represen­
tation.

T he choice at all tim es in  British democracies 
lies between strong governm ent, on the  one hand, 
and  a legislature so m ade up  as reasonably accurately 
to rep resen t the  tru e  opinions of electors. In  England 
herse lf, th e  inequitable “ first past the  post”  system 
tends to ensure “ strong”  governm ent based upon  a 
substantia l G overnment m ajority  in  Pa rliam en t; but 
it does so by denying fa ir  represen ta tion  to  im port­
an t m inorities like the  English Liberals. A ustralia’s 
system of preferen tial voting certainly helps avoid 
the often gross unfairness of the  English system ; yet 
it sim ilarly  distorts true  public opinion, if  in  lesser 
degree, by its effects upon  the com position of the 
H ouse of Representatives. T here  a re  sound argum ents 
fo r “ strong”  and “ stable”  governm ent a t the  expense 
of a tru ly  representative assembly. At this point in 
the  development o f ou r Commonwealth, however, we 
incline not to  accept those argum ents —  w ithout 
serious qualifications, a t the least.

T he  pendulum  always moves between the  free ­
dom  and rights of the  individual, and the demands 
of society expressed by governm ent. We believe the 
p lum b  has swung too fa r  in  the  la tte r  direction, and 
tha t its m om ent should be decreased. O ur view has 
no th ing  to  do with political Party  as such, o r with 
details o f foreign or dom estic policies. I t is a view 
derived from  principle, fiercely concerned with per­
sonal freedom , capable of being expressed  ̂  in  the 
com position of the  Senate a fte r  these elections. It 
is n o t anarchism , but L iberalism  —  the Liberalism 
of Gladstone and Acton, of Deakin and Barton 
—  w hich induces in  us deep suspicion and wariness 
of th e  tendency o f pow er to  corrup t.

We would divide and  rule:, divide those who 
ru le  us, the  m ore  effectually to  preserve w hat free­
dom  we have left.
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OVERSEAS MISSIONS
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activity. They should be assisted 
in the work. At the same time,
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CONVOCATIONS
CANCELLED

London, November 20 
he Archbishops of^Canter-

2 agreed that there is not 
cient business to justify

MIXED MARRIAGE 
TALKS

Ecumenical Press Service 
New York, November 20

pects of mixed marriage was 
■ ‘ ' ing the sixth

between Roman
reached during 
conversation betwi 
Catholic and Presbyter

s U.S

“For example, if a child be 
should be honestly reared as :
given'yLer'real ^eve^ence f̂o  ̂the 
Catholic tradition,” he said.

The talks were held at the enc
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P.B .’s APARTMENT 
DEDICATED

Anglican News Service

The Presiding Bishop’s apar 
ment, located on the eleven! 
loor of the Episcopal Churc

Bishop of Kyoto, 
Virginia and Pres 
ind the Right Rev

the Diocese of C 
cated during a 1 
at which the for 
Ohio and a numl 
of the Tucker

MAN PROTESTS ON
CATHEDRAL STEPS

From Our Own Correspondent

Perth , November 20
T he Cleric looked em barrassed. T he  Mayor, his face as scarlet as his 

robes, strode angrily  up  and down the official dais a t the foundation stone­
setting ceremony in Cathedral Avenue, opposite Council House, Pe rth , W.A., 
on November 8.

e, stayed awake during 
nittee alter committee.

WIDE CROSS SECTION AT 
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

Anglican News Service

New Y ork, November 20 
C onfrontation with ou r rapidly changing tech­

nological society highlighted the experience of 
participants in  the U.S. Conference on Church and 
Society held in  Detroit from  October 22 to  26.

Participants were barraged, 
luring the opening : 

i cacaphony of 
elevision, film and con­

versation, and with a variety

opening session, 
television, film

They then spent much time in

action by the churches on a wide 
leisure time to chemical manipu-

purposely, not 
rortncomtng irom the conference, 
which was a follow-up of the 
World Church and Society con­
ference held in Geneva during 
the summer of 1966.

URBAN CRISIS
Those who attended acted as 

individuals and reports coming

urban crisis, the Middle East and

in particular, were kept before
the co * ’ ............
nutrbi

Sixty p 
ng the
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d they ri

lay per-
of American life.

The official Episcopal delega­
tion of 35, for example, included 
a bank executive, an anthropolo­
gist, lawyers, a professor of 
sociology, an agriculturalist, 
social workers and public 
officials, along with two bishops 
and a number of clergymen.

EPISCOPALIANS
The delegation also included 

four elected members of the 
Executive Council, three officers

elected members of the 
tive Council, three o: 

if the Executive Council
ives of the poor.
Many Episcopalia 
e staff of the confe

the leadership c 
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DETENTION CENTRE 
STUDY

Anglican News Service 
London, November 20 

The Bishop of Exeter, the 
Right Reverend R. C. Mortimer, 
will head a new committee set 
up by the Advisory Council on 
the Penal System to review de­
tention centres and consider for 
whicĥ  offenders they are most Cliff Holden, Allen Biggs and Anthony Hr 

of S. George’s Cathedral - — -

CHRISTMAS
PLAYS

The Church of England Information Trust has 
pleasure in announcing the publication of two 
Christmas Plays, specially written by Nola Hayes, 
well known for her productions over the A.B.C.

"The First Christmas" is a play of four scenes. 
Props are few, and scene changes swift. It can 
be produced solely by children simply by omitting 
the choir and lighting effects which older actors 
would wish to maintain.

"Joseph" is 
which is self-c 
a separate sketch.

which is now available.
Price: 50 cents (Postage 5c).

SECOND
IMPRESSION!

The Trust has pleasure in announcing a second 
impression of "The World of Christ" by R. Minton 
Taylor.

This booklet provides a graphic and accurate 
account of the "background" to Christianity, from 
the conquests of Pompey to- the death of the 
Emperor Marcus Aurelius in 180 A.D. It is recom­
mended for senior Sunday school children, Bible 
and Confirmation classes —  AND the general 
reader.

Not the least remarkable tribute to the author's 
objectivity and skill is the way this excellent work 
has been received by teachers and clergymen of 
ALL shades of churchmanship.

The new impression is now on sale at these 
reduced prices:

$1.00 (including postage) net.
i (including postage) to members of75 •

the Trust.

T he Book D epartm ent, 
The  Anglican,
G.P.O. Box 7002, Sydney.

THE CHRISTIAN APPROACH 
TO OTHER RELIGIONS

A new edition of this popular work by the 
Most Reverend George Appleton, Arch­
bishop of Perth, is now available. Price: 
40 cents (postage 5 cents).

G.P.O. Box 7002, Sydney.
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MORE AID FOR ASIA 
ADVOCATED

N.S.W. CHURCH STATEMENT
Increased Federal taxation to enable Australia 

to provide m ore development a id  to Asia was 
advocated by the  N.S.W. State Committee of the 
AustraUan Council of Churches following its annual 
m eeting last week.
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PATRIARCH AT 
LAMBETH

Anglican News Service 
London, November 20 

In a joint statement last 
Monday, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr A. M. Ram­
sey, and the Ecumenical Patri­
arch of Constantinople, Ath- 
“’“ '"'ras I, said their diScus- 

had been a step forward 
iglica ......................

tian unity.
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urged their people tc 
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BURWOOD HOMES
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NEW BOUNDARIES 
CRITICISED

Anglican News Service

London, November 20 
The reshaping of diocesan boundaries recom- 

ided in a  repo rt by an A rchbishop’s Commis- 
reception when it came beforesion had a lukewi 

the  Church Assembly
The report recommended the 

creation of the dioceses of 
Aylesbury and Reading by an 
alteration in the present area 
covered by that of Oxford, and 
the creation of new dioceses of 
Barking, Croydon, and Ken­
sington, in the Greater London
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ECONOMIC ISSUES FOR
A JOINT CONFERENCE

The first conference on world economi 
jointly  by the  W orld Council of Churches and the  R o w .  v.„». 
Commission on  Justice and Peace will he held from  April 22

Geneva, November 20 
developm ent to be sponsored 
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28, 1968,
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WALK AGAINST 
WANT

From A Correspondent

Called “A Walk against Want”, 
will take place on the evening 

of Friday, December 8, and will 
"'■e funds for development pro-

s possible prepared t

United Kingdom and Canada tc 
enable people to show their con-
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N.Z. DIOCESE ON 
RE-MARRIAGE

Anglican News Service 
Wellington, November 20 

e Diocese of Christchurch,
New Zealand, at its synod last 
month decided to ask next 
year’s General Synod to auth­
orise in cerain circumstances 
the remarriage of divorced 
persons.
Only one delegate 
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MEMORIAL PLAQUES
Wall of Remembrance Plates in Bronze,

 ̂ Chrome and Brass. General Engraving.
ERIC H. STEWART PTY. LIMITED 6M"”

Plan Your
Holiday Study Now

ACCOUNTANT
req u ire d  for

BARKER COLLEGE, 
HORNSBY

1968

A qualified and experienced accountant is required 
to administer the financial affairs of this large 
independent boys' school.
Duties will include maintenance of all financial 
records and preparation of monthly trading state­
ments and budgets.
Salary will be commensurate with qualifications 
and experience. Superannuation will be available. 
Applications setting out personal particulars and 
experience, with the names of two referees, will 
be treated in strict confidence and should be 
addressed to:

L. M. Barnett Esq.,
Messrs Lister, Chester & Barnett,
109 Pitt Street,
Sydney.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

CHRISTMAS CARDS READY

HOPES ON FUTURE
OF HOLY PLACES

< of Sydno/s

COMMISSION 
OF ENQUIRY
into all aspects of the Church of

INNER CITY

Inner City of Sydney. Any person 
or organisations wishing to place
which they fee™may°be o7 assist­
ance are requested to do so in 
writing to the Secretary of the Com­
mission, Mr W. Gotley, Diocesan

S H E L L E Y S ’

make your first choice...
BACON

Mild cured lean bacon Rashers 
. . . the best you can buy. Sealed 
to keep that fresh bacon flavour.

f Qrnotts Biscuits
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