CANBERRA & GOULBURN

On Sunday, Aril 21, Bishop Warren
proposes o ordain deacon Mr  Eric
Wright and Mr Rober{ Willson.  Mr
Wright has served as a layman in the
parish of the Good Shepherd (A.C.T.).
and Mr Willson, who was formerly a
Presbyterian ‘minister, recently joined St
John’s, Wagga.

GIPPSLAND

Ven Ray E. Elliot, Archdeacon of
South Gippsland and rector of Foster

since 1971, has been appointed dean of
St. Paul's Cathedral, Sale, from Febru
ary

On_Sunday, February 17, the Bishop

of Gippsland ordained Rey Keith South
to the pricsthood in St Paul's Cathedral

ale

Rey Allan Huggins, rector of Orbost
since 1972, began his dual role as dioce
san education officer and precentor at St

Paul’s Cathedral in March

MELBOURNE

Rey Peter H. Chesterman, incumbent
of Carrum/Seaford since 1 has been
appointed incumbent of Armadale with
Hawksburn from May 28 In February
Mr Chesterman was appointed examining
chaplain to the Archbishop of Melbourne

Rev Harold J. Thorp, incumbent of St
Barnabas’, Balwyn, since 1961, will be in
ducted to St Margaret’s, Caulfield, on
May 30,

Rey John  Davies, incumbent of the
parochial district of Dromana, Rosebud
and McCrae, since 1960, has resigned as
from May 31

ev James Townsend, retired since
1961, died on February 17

Rev Walter  Backholer, retired  since

1933, died on March 3

ROCKHAMPTON

Rev 1. Donald Bleakley, precentor at
St John's Cathedral, Brisbane since
1968, is now training as a hospital chap
lain and has come to Rockhampton for a
year's practical experience. He is attached
to_St, Luke's, Wandal

Mr Norman Wagstaff is now on the
staff of St Luke's, Wandal, as a lay
assistant in training for the ministry

SYDNEY

Rev 8. Noel Paddison. rector of Christ
Church, Springwood, since 1955, died on
March 11

Rev Keith Gowan, rector of St Luke's
Miranda, since 1968, died on March 13
after a long illness.

Rev Alan E. Hamilton, curate at St
lohn's, Beecroft, since 1971, has been
appointed curate-in-charge of the provi
sional parish of St Thomas', South Gran
ville

Rev Robert A, Jones, curate at St
Alban’s, Lindfield, since 1972, has been
appointed curate at St Clement's, Mos-
man

Rev Ken Le'Huray, rector of Holy
Trinity, Kingsford, since 1963, has been
appointed rural dean of Randwick from
May
Rev Harold Hinton is now located with

It’s trhe of
Australia, too

“The greatest danger to broad-
casters are broadcasters. It is
network executives who continue
to dictate what the ' American
people can see — not in terms of
humanistic values, not in terms
of what the best American
writers and actors have to offer
~ but in terms of what will
deliver audience to  advertisers,
what will encourage values of
materialism  and  conspicuous
consumption in programs and
commercials alike.”

(Nickolas Johnson,  “FOC
Commissioner in the Humanist.”)

.
Rectory Fire
Fire completely destroved the
rectory and its contents at St
Hilda's, Katoomba, recently. The
rector, the Rev. Philip Kitchin,

and Mrs Kitchin were away at
he time, ¢

the Christian Literature Crusade in Papua
New Guinea. His address is P.O. Box
1136, Boroko, PNG

Rev Fred Woa r, assistant State
secretary since 1973, has been appointed
State secretary in NSW for ABM

Rey Tom Halls, curate at Holy Trinity,
Peakhurst, since 1972, has been appointed
curate-in-charge of St Phili's, Mc
Callum’s Hill, from April 4

'HE MURRAY
Canon Irvine J. Scott, rector of St
John's, Murray Bridge, since 1970 and
registrar of the diocese of the Murray
since 1970, has been appointed arch
deacon of the diocese. He replaces Arch
deacon Lionel R. Lenthall, who is now

rector of Broadview, Adelaide
Rev  William A, Goodes, rector of
Mount Barker since December, 1971, and
Rural Dean of Strathalbyn, has been

appointed anon of the diocese

M

r E. Bottroff, & synodsman and
churchwarden in the parish of Mannum
and a diocesan  councillor has been
appointed the first lay canon of the dioc
ese

WILLOCHRA

Archdeacon Frederick C, Bastian, rec

tor of St John's, Maitland, since 1963
and archdeacon of York Peninsula since
1968, has been apointed archdeacon of
Eyre Peninsula He will also be rector
f Cummins/ Tumby Bay Archdeacon
Bastian will replace Rev John Kinsman,
rector of Cummins/ Tumby Bay since
1967, who _left Eyre Peninsula in Sep:

tember, 1973, for the parish of Border
town (The Murray).

Rev John Morley, rector of Kadina
since 1968, will be leaving Kadina after
Easter

I'he nternational Office of
the Africa Evangelical Fel-
lovaship has anounced the
appointment of the Reyv.
Arthur  Deane, of Sydney
(pictured) as its first Inter-
national Secretary.

Mr Deane is at present Princi-
pal of the Sydney Missionary
and Bible College in the Sydney
suburb of Croydon. He is a
graduate off Moore Theological
College and the Universities of
Sydney and London and is a
Baptist minister.

He is expected to take up his
new appointment in the latter
part of this year and will be
based at the new international
headquarters of the AEF. in
London.

I'he position of International
Secretary was created at the
International Conference of the
A.E.F. (formerly known as the
South Africa General Mission)

held in Johannesburg in Septem-
ber last year.

T'he appointment is the result
of an election process involving
all AEF. missionaries and all
members of the Councils in each
of the sending countries: Britain,
Canada, USA, South Africa and
Australia,

T'he A.E.F. has about 350 mis-
sionaries working in  Zambia,
Malawi, Swaziland, Rhodesia,
Angola, South-West Africa and
the Indian Ocean islands of Re-
union and Mauritius. of these, 13
are Australians,

The final ballot of the election
was taken during February and
the result was announced on
March 15.

Mr Deane has been associated
with the Australian Council of
the A.EF. for the past 15 years.
He has served as Chairman and
as Overseas Secretary and is at
present its vice-chairman,

He has a first-hand knowledge
of the various fields in Southern

Arthur Deane goes
to London post

Africa
operating and has made a study
of traditional African religions.

The appointment is for six
years.

where the A.EF. is

GOULBURN CENTENARY

Some thousands from ail over the diocese of Canberra and
Goulburn gathered at St Saviour’s

“athedral, Goulburn on

Sunday, March 17 for the centenary celebrations. Dr Geoffrey

Sambell, Archbishop of Perth was the special preacher.

ENQUIRY INTO THE
STATUS OF WOMEN

An inquiry into the Sta-
tus of Women in the Church
was announced in Sydney
this month by Mrs Sabine
Willis.

Women from all denomina-
tions have been invited to make
submissions. The executive body
of each denomination has been
asked to state the official policy
of that denomination towards
women,

The enquiry was established by
the Commission on the [Status of
Women of the Australian Coun-

subscribers. Send

NAME
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cil of Churches (N.S.W.) and has
appointed Mrs Willis as Direc-
tor.

Mrs Willis said she believes
this is the first such enquiry into
the role of women in the church
in Australia. There are strong in-
dications that women are
questioning their traditional role
in all areas, which of course
must include the churches.
Women make up the majority of
active congregations and the
Commission is interested to hear
from all of them.

It is anticipated that the en-
quiry will be completed by the
end of May, 1974 and that the
final report will be published
later in the year.

New course
draws leaders

More than 85
people crowded into the
CM.S. Cafeteria on the
evening of March 5, to at-
tend the first lectures of the
Sydney Youth Department’s
1974 Leadership Training
Course.

I'he evening was marked by
an awareness of the seriousness
of leadership responsibilities, at-
tentiveness to the well qualified
lecturers, and involvement in
group work. Further discussion
was provoked by stimulating
questions from those present.

One of the most significant
facts is that those attending the
course represent no less than 46
parishes! They have come from
places as far afield as Palm
Beach, Engadine, Mt. Colah and

$1500 for
Disaster
Fund

Forty-five young people
of St Aidan’s, Longueville,
NSW, raised $1500 recent-
ly to help flood victims,

They held a Walkathon and
raised this |:n'yu_:unuum and sent
it in to the National Home Mis-
sion Fund.

The fund has raised $15,000
so far and sent it to relieve vic-
tims of the recent disastrous
floods in Queensland and NSW,

young

Show concern at
F.O.L. 7 April

The Sydney organisers of
the Festival of Light want
thousands of people to as-
semble in Hyde Park on
Sunday, April 7, at 2 p.m.,
to demonstrate their concern
over the dangers of moral
pollution.

Special speakers will include
the Hon Mr Milton Morris.
Minister for Transport; the Very
Rev Lance Shilton, Dean of Syd-
ney; Dr Tom Connolly of St
Patrick’s College, Dr John Court
of the University of Adelaide
and the Rev Gordon Powell of
Scot's Church, Melbourne.

Music will be provided from I
pm onwards by the “Family”
folk group from Brisbane, the

Young World Singers and the
“Followers” of Sydney.

I'he Hyde Park rally will be
followed by a March for Purity,
Love and Family Life to the Do-
main at 3 pm for a brief closing
rally.

All these activities are open to
the public. Families, Churches,
Rotary, Apex, Lions, RSL, Sport-
ing Clubs and organisations are
encouraged to arrange car, bus
or rail transport to Hyde Park
from their district.

These FOL activities from 1st
to 7th April in Sydney and other
States follow the success of the
Festival of Light in the UK from
1971 to 1973. with the exciting
rallies at  Trafalgar  Square
(30,000) and Hyde Park (60,000)
and other major cities,

Dural. Such a diversity clearly
demonstrates the need for a re-
gional training program orient-
ated towards specific local re-
quirements, an area in which the
Youth Department is presently
experimenting,

In commenting, the Youth Di-
rector, Rev Terry Dein, said
“We have been tremendously
encouraged by the response to
this course, and impressed by the
enthusiasm of those enrolled. It
is clear that there is a great need
in the area of leadership training
and the Youth Department is
seeking to meet this need to the
very best of its ability.”

Union’s
enlarged
budget

“We can’t do it, but we
accept anyway” was the
response of one of the dele-
gates to the recent weekend
Council Meeting of Scrip-
ture Union’s Federal Coun-
cil.

The steep rise in promised giv-
ing to the bourgeoning SU work
in South East Asia was made in
the belief  that  Australian
Christians will increase their giv-
ing to missionary work in keep-
ing with their inflating wages.
S.Us Asian budget desperately
needs this extra money this year
if it is to meet the challenges
that Christians in  Asia have
asked us to help with.

Asian projects for 1974 in-
clude:
® The support of a new staff-

worker in the Philippines: Mr

Aureliano Tan,
® A Bible Reading Promotion

worker in Thailand.
® Support for Miss Pham Thi

Son in Vietnam and for a

new staff worker Mr Nyuven

Van Nang based in Danang.
® A staff worker and SU

Centre in Tonga and in Fiji.

Most  Australian State SU
Councils are currently facing
deficits caused essen y by the
large increase in clerical award
rates.

Only 9 ver cent of SU's in
come comes from bookshops and
SU. Notes, the remaining 91 per
cent is dependent on donations
and is used for SU’s work with
children and youth in Australia
as well as the donations for SU
work in Asia.
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ANGLICAN ELDERSHIP
EXPERIMENTS

Several Sydney Anglican congregations are experi-
menting with eldership plans operating on biblical

principles.

One of the first is St Paul’s,
Wentworthville, where the
scheme has been @{% tis i
factorily for 12 months.

The minister, the Rev Brian
Johnson, said last week that the
decision was made after one
year’s study of eldership and
pastoral care by the combined
church committees of the parish.

“Because it was so different
from the traditional Anglican
form, there had to be a lot of
teaching and discussion te look
at the idea ebjectively,” Mr
Johnson said.

He said that while younger
members of the congregation
were enthusiastic, older ones had
some reservations,

SECRET BALLOT

The first move had been to
ascertain what men in the church
appeared capable of performing
the work of pastoral care and
teaching,

“Aware of the dangers of set-

Strike,

says Dean

The Dean of Sydney, the
Very Rev Lance Shilton,
said recently it was time the
Mothers’ Union went on
strike against the manipula-
tors in our community.

“It is not more money and less
hours you must fight for but
more responsibility and less
hypoerisy,” the Dean told a
crowded congregation in St
Andrew’s Cathedral.

He was speaking at the
Mothers’ Union Annual Dioce-
san service to representatives
from all Sydney parishes.

The Dean described the chal-
lenge in the community today as:

“Affluent materialism, adult
confusion, mass communication
and secular humanism.”

ting ourselves up as judge and
jury, we first worked out prin-
ciples, then listed all the men
who attend church,” said Mr
Johnson.

“A secret ballot was then con-
ducted with each committee
member _iven a list of the men.

“One tick was placed next w
the name of anyone considered
to be poi:ntial elder material,
and two ti ks for those thought
to be already practising as one. 1
placed myself on the list.”

Mr Johnson said that nine
people were selected all with a
high degree of unanimity.

These continued to do what
had been done in the past, ex-
cept that they were now meeting
monthly. At these meetings they
sought to ftrain themselves, to
increase their ability in pastoral
care and to share together.

The elders had a lot of
responsibility and Mr Johnson
said he would be very hesitant
to exercise ‘“any monolithic
authority” if their desires ware
different to his.

“BETTER THAN THE
OLD SYSTEM"

At St Peter’s, Burwood East,
two successive vestry meetings
have voted not to have a parish
council, after a congregational
meeting over a year ago when
the principles of eldership were
discussed.

There are at present seven
elders and no limit has been
placed on the number. The
genera! qualification is that
elders should have obvious pas-
toral gifts, be over 25 years old,
have been members of the
congregation for at Jeast six
months, and be married.

Election is by written nomi-
nation by any two members of
the congregation, who hand their
nomination to the elders.

If these accept the nomination,
the person is then approached. If
he agrees to stand, his name is
read vut to the congregation or
two successive Sundays.

G. K. Chesterton:

anything.”

During the course of some lectures in a
department at Sydney University last year, ref-
erence was made to Erich von Daniken and
his divine chariots. The lecturer was amazed
to discover later what a high proportion of the
students fully accepted this nonsensical theory,
despite the fact that they were of greater in-
telligence and educational attainments than the
average person in the community,

Fewer students today might believe in
Erich von Daniken, because of the many,
widely publicised criticisms of his theory. But

may take a more sophisticated, pseudo-scien-
tific form. But there is bound to be error
where truth is absent. In the words ascribed to

“When people cease to believe in God,
they do not believe in nothing; they believe in

Multiplying education and knowledge ob-
viously does not solve the problem. It merely
metamophoses it. Few university graduates, one
would think, would become Armstrongites or
Jehovah’s Witnesses; but many might find
Buddhism and other forms of pantheism, or
plain old-fashioned agnosticism, attractive.

The spirit of error influences different

other errors will take its place — perhaps
occultism, er Satanism. Or perhaps the error error.

Objections must be made to
the elders within a week, and
they decide whether the objec-
tion is valid, If there is no objec-
tion, election is awtomatic.

The minister, the Rev
Don Howard, said that the in-
itiative for the move had come
from the congregation.

QUALIFICATIONS

“Members saw two basic ob-
jections to the parish council
system,” said Mr Howard.

“First, by tradition, parish
councillors rarely saw them-
selves as  having  spiritual

responsibility within the congre-
gation,

“Second, because a set
number is elected, this may re-
sult in those without spiritual dis-
cernment being elected to fill the
number, or those with such
qualities being left off because
of insufficient vacancies.

“We have a long way to go,
but consider this system scrip-
tural and as working better
than the old.”

Mr Howard said that provi-
sion would be made shortly to
give the congregation the right to
take the initiative in removing
elders considered unfit for office.

The general opinion was that
eldership should be perpetual as
long as the elder remained in
congregation.

Australian religious
press at Lausanne

Australian religious media will be well represented at
the International Congress on World Evangelisation (July
16-25, Switzerland), and will cable daily reports to all

media outlets in Australia.

Four Australians have accept-
ed invitations from Mr Warwick
Olson, the Congress's Commu-
nications Director, to join the
Congress Press Staff. They are
Bishop Gerald Muston (Angli-
can) of Melbourne, who will be
liaison between Congress partici-
pants and media representatives;
Mr Barry Berryman (Congrega-
tionalist) of Sydney, who will be
production manager of the Con-
gress daily newspaper; the Rev
Richard Wrightson (Methodist) of
Tamworth, news editor of the
daily newspaper; and the Rev
Alan Nichols (Anglican) of Syd-
ney, who will undertake special
writing assignments.

Among other media represen-
tatives who will be covering the
Congress are: Mr Eric Daley
(New Life); Mr Gerald Davis
(Church Scene); the Rev Rex
Meyer (Church Record); and Mr
Clifford Warne and Mr Stewart
Mudge (Church of England Tele-
vision Society).

It is expected that as many as
300 secular and religious media
people will be in Lausanne, Swit-

EDITORIAL

God does not promise to keep Christians
miraculously from errors in arithmetic, or re-
veal the mysteries of physics in visions of the
night. Our natural intelligence is given to us so
that we can acquire knowledge of the natural
universe, and one of the ways in which such
knowledge grows is by erroneous assumptions
and hypotheses being corrected after further
thought or consideration.

But in spiritual matters the child of God
can confidently expect to be kept safe by God
the Holy Spirit from fundamental error.

As Christians we have a duty to the mul-
titudes around us who are erring from the

zerland, for the 10-day Congress.

Media coverage is likely to high-.

light radical contributions from
Latin American participants; the
contribution of Dr Billy Gra-
ham; the small group consult-
ations on evangelising particular
problem areas and across cultu-
ral and language barriers; and
the extent to which Third World
participants are able to influence
the thinking of Western repre-
sentatives.
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Off the
Record

VERSATILITY? How’s
this! A performer from the
stage show “Godspell” later
obtained a role in the TV
series, 96, That's not all, He’s
now been featured as a male
pin-up in a women’s mag. All
things to all men?

* * Jx

OUR comment on hymns and
their use {abuse?) has brought to
light a list of hymns banned by
one Sydney rector. At a recent
diocesan do, he pointed out a
line from one of them after we
had sung it with gusto:

“His powerful blood did once
atone,

And now it pleads before the
throne,”

Does it? ‘Our forgiveness rests
on our Lord’s finished work.

* * *

THREE  separate  couples
from three dioceses have told me
of being knocked back when
they asked for their banns to be
read. Why this dislike of a pleas-
ant custom? Congregations like
to share the young folks' joy,
and they're reminded that they
do have a say in the conduct of
local church affairs, Perhaps this
latter is the reason for rectorial
reticence, After all, to have
someone chjecting, even on valid
grounds, might be construed as
an attack upon monolithic minis-
terial authority, My prayer book
s: “Banns . . . must be pub-
lished in the Church . . .” Well?

* * *

DOCTORED doctrine is not
confined to hymns. Acts 13:48
reads, “. . . as many as were or-
dained to eternal life believed.” .
At least, that's the gist of most
translations. Now we have a
volume called “The Living
Bible,” which reads, “As many as
wanted eternal life believed.”
True, there are two footnotes to
satisfy all tastes; but it’s the main
reading that carries the weight.
For those who have purchased a
copy, check Romans 8:29 against
a reliable version.

The Needle.

and

The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error

people in different ways — ways that depend
on background, mentality, social
tellectual interests, etc. But people are bound
to be influenced and led astray by that spirit
unless they are protected by the Holy Spirit,
the spirit of truth.

One of the gifts of God to His children
for which they should be most thankful is the
power of spiritual discernment through the
Holy Spirit. They can know the truth about
God, the world, and themselves through the
Scriptures as interpreted to them by the spirit.
This is the divine preservative against spiritual

to error in general.

achieved.

truth of God. We owe it to them and to the
in- God whom we present and whose Spirit abides
within us both to oppose particular errors and
demonstrate their falsity and to set forth the
gospel of Christ as the fundamental antidote

To show the falsity of erroneous belief
involves analysis and understanding of them
and their background, as well as discernment
of the basis of their people. This is not always
easy, but it must be done if anything is to be

Nor is it easy to proclaim the gospel of
truth to a blase, impatient world, utterly sure
that it has seen through Christianity years ago.
There is a strong teraptation to shirk the task
as too difficult, and perhaps there are already
disquieting signs in the contemporary church
of reluctance to embark seriously on evange-
lism. Such reluctance can be disguised as con-
cern about the theology of evangelism, and in
the local church sphere by too much concern
about who should be doing it and how, to the
detriment of buckling down to doing it.

Christians generally need to recover faith
in the convicting and converting power of the
Holy Spirit. Only when possessed of such a
faith will they be able to fight successfully
against soul-destroying error.




How one R.C.
priest saw it

Melbourne’s Roman Catholic
eucharistic congress in February
1973 was unfortunately, in oun
view, attended by a number of
prominent Anglicans and by the
leaders’ of some other Protestant
denominations.

At the time we had no hesita-
tion in pointing out that attend-

* ance at such a congress which
was held for the sole purpose of
glorifying the mass, as the sym-
bol used for the congress clearly
showed, was a betrayal of biblic-
al truth and of the reformed
principles for which our Angli-
can reformers lived and so often
died.

At the time we expressed our
regret that our Roman Catholic
friends should hold such a con-
gress which was essentially divi-
sive and contrary to the climate
of understanding and friendship
which had begun to grow.

It is heartening to find a year
later that there are Roman
Catholics who share our view
that it would have been better if
it had not been held.

Father Patrick Crudden, a
Melbourne  Roman = Catholic
parish priest writing in “The
Australian” on March 8 says as
much. He will be remembered as
a former Director of Catholic
Education in Melbourne who
was sacked because he opposed

State aid  for Roman
Catholic schools.

Writing satirically of the rule
of Cardinal Knox when Arc
bishop of Melbourne, he writes:
“He missed his big opportunity,
however, by not auctioning off
the cathedral itself at the time of
that altercation with the Nation-
al Trust. That, at least, would
have saved us from the Eu-
charistic Congress.”

Strong stand
by Bishop
of Tasmania

Dr Robert Davies, Bishop of
I'asmania, has repeatedly called
for a Royal Commission into al-
legations .of corruption in the
Tasmanian Parliament.

As might be expected, Bishop
Davies has come in for some
strong criticism, especially from
the Premier, Mr Reece. Accord
ing to press reports, Mr Reece
complained that the Bishop had
questioned his personal integrity,
I'he Bishop has replied that his
call for a Royal Commission
could not be taken as a personal
attack on Mr Reece

I'he Bishop has made his mo
tives perfectly clear, both in his
sermon at the Cathedral law ser
vice and in later statements to
the press. He has said that he
hopes such an enquiry would
vindicate individual reputations.

certain

, ment to

Notes and
ommeits

It has taken considerable cour-
age for the Bishop to take and
persist ifi this public stand and to
give his support to the Christian
Action Movement. He has been
completely supported by his
Diocesan Council.

There are circumstances in
which Christian leaders must
make plain where they stand,
even if their stand arouses con-
siderable opposition and resent-
ment.

VCC executive
defends Human
Rights Bill

According to Rev Alan Math-
eson, associate director of the
Victorian Council of Churches
ecumenical migration centre,
Senator Murphy's  proposed
Human Rights Bill is “a brilliant
attempt by the Federal Govern-
introduce a complete
human rights safeguard.”

Mr Matheson, according to re-
ports in a Melbourne newspaper,

was taking to task Australia’s
Roman Catholic bishops for
what he called “a tragic and un-
necessary stand” against Sena-
tor” Murphy's Bill.

In the report, Mr Matheson
claimed to have studied the pro-
posed Bill and the United
Nations international covenant
on human rights and could find

nothing in the bill to warrant the
campalgn against it.

It is unfortunate that a VCC
official felt obliged to go on
record speaking in such favour-
able terms of Murphy’s Bill
which has in so many particulars
been roundly condemned by
many member denominations of
the VCO©

MR WILLIAMS SAYS...

Mr Williams says he
knows that after death he
will be ushered into, the pres-
ence of the Lord.

Does that mean that in the act
of dying you are to be without
God’s presence?

Does it mean that in the time
of absolute weakness God will be
far away from you? Who is to

A~

By Ken Roughley

lead you across the flood if He is
not there? An angel? Would you
trust an angel? He would know
less about death than you know
yourself!

Not “after”
Psalmist said, *
in Sheol, Thou art there.”
139:8).

death, then! The
If T make my bed
(Psalm

Help us help him.

All donatior

This is Christopher.

You've probably met him in the street,
because that’s where he spends most of his time.
And when he’s not there, he's in some kind of
trouble. Either with his parents or with the law.

His parents don’t seem to care. But we do.

There are 55 boys with similar backgrounds
to Christopher in our Charlton Boys’ Home.
We're trying to help them but we can’t do it
without you. And without you, these boys and -
hundreds like them may not get the chance in

life they deserve

Pray for C hm]mn And(hw give.

Give of your spare time, money or
anything else that may be of help. Through our
work, you can become involved in helping the

needy of our community.

If you're undecided as to how you can help,
give us a call. Or send in the coupon.

Good Samaritans
to those in need

ns of $2 and upwards are allowable deductions for tax purposes
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Sheol, the place of the dead,
seems a strange spot for the
presence of God! Is not God
eternal life, exhaustless life! How
can eternal life claim a spot for
its presence here! The very es-
sence of God's nature, love,
makes it possible for Him to
unite with such an empty thing
as death. There is nothing so like
death as love. Love is the pas-
sing of my life into another life.

We speak of dying as a going
to heaven from earth. Paul says
that the most complete death
ever seen was a coming to earth
from heaven. He says that the
greatest transition of life ever
made was where love, “though
in the form of God, yet emptied
itself, and took the form of a
servant, and was found in
fashion as a man.”

In the light of such a thought,
who shall say that the valley of
the shadow of death is foreign
soil to God!

Bible Smuggler
in Australia

A British clergyman, the
Rev David  Hathaway,
claims that he is appearing
at public meetings in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand by
courtesy of the Communists.

He was put in a Communist
prison by them for delivering
Bibles to Christians behind the
Iron Curtain. He personally
delivered ‘'more than 150,000
Bibles and New Testaments dur-
ing 1970, 1971 and 1972.

A Czech court sentenced him
to two years jail on June 21,
1972, but he was released after
six months by the personal inter-
vention of the British Home Of-
fice and world wide publicity
from the British press.

Harold Wilson, then Leader of
the British  Opposition and
presently Prime Minister ap-
pealed for his release when in
Czechoslovakia and Hathaway
returned to Britain as Mr
Wilson’s personal guest.

So Hathaway is thankful for
all the help towards his release
but satirically expresses his
pleasure that as his jail sen-
tence does not expire until June,
1974, he is here at the pleasure
of the Communists.

Moore College
Recognised

The Advanced Education
Board of N.S.W has recognised
the four-year full-time course in
theology at Moore College, Syd-
ney, as a course of advanced
education.

The principal of the College
Canon Broughton Knox,
described this as “the first step
towards recognition of our
course as a degree.”

Parents—Education
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY!

According to the Scriptures
(Deut, 6: 4-7 PS, 127: 3 efc))
the responsibility and privilege
of bringing up ths children in
the discipline and instruction of
the Lord is that of the parent.
Therefore Parent-Controlled
Christian Schools have been es-
tablished.

Is this something for your child?

For further information write to:
Parent-Controlled Christian
Schools

P.O. Box 458,
Dee Why, 2099, IN.S.w.
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THE EXORCIST

By the Rev. Dr. Alan Cole
Master of Robert Menzies College
Macquarie University, Sydney

This is a bad book in
every way — bad litera-
ture, bad as a case history,
bad in morals, and bad in
theology.

I have not seen the film, nor
do I intend wasting my time
going to it. By all accounts, it is
pretty close to the book, and that
is enough. I am sure that the
producer is laughing all the way
to the bank anywsz I do not
intend to add my dollars to his
takings.

“The Exorcist” purports to be
a factual account of a particular
case, but this it is not.

The details of the original case
have not been accessible to me
— one wonders if they were
accessible to the authors — but
one thing is well-known: the
original case concerned a boy
and not a girl.

WHY ALTER SEX?

If such a fundamental fact of
the case can be lightly changed,
one does not have much con-
fidence as to the rest.

The uneasy question re-

Why did the author
ately alter the sex of
the main character?

For he must have
purpose in doing so.

This introduces the reasons for
saying that the book is bad
morals and bad theology. True,
the author willingly admits that
he sets out to shock people, and
accounts of the reactions of the
cinema audience show how well
he has succeeded in this limited
objective.

But if the book is not true to
the facts of the case, then we
can only see it as yet another
fabricated  super-shocker: we
have had vampires and ghouls

had some

and were-wolves now we are
to have devil-possession as the
ultimate shocker, seeing that we
have immunized ourselves to
lesser thrills of fear.

In other words, the book is
deliberately playing on the
human  weakness  for the
“spooky” — that same weakness
that leads men to write and read
ghost stories.

PORNOGRAPHY

Of course, ghost stories are a
danger to weak and unbalanced
minds: but the only real danger
is that somebody might take
them seriously as an account of
truth, instead of pure fabrication
for doubtful entertainment

To make it worse, the
author of the book has allied
the appetite of fallen man for
sex and violence to his appe-
tite for the spooky: and that is
why we can only say that the
book borders on pornography.

I greatly fear that this is why
he has changed the “hero” from
a boy to a girl: it offers more
possibilities of shocking the au-
dience by matters of a sexual na-
ture.

Now, it may well be that there
is some link between magic and
sex, especially the misuse of sex:
but, if so, I do not believe that it
is any greater than the link
between magic and the distortion
or misuse of any other God-
given faculty of man.

In other words, there is no
reason to suppose that the
powers of darkness are particu-
larly interested in sex at all, ex-
cept as one area, among others,
where humans can be tripped up
and turned away from God’s
ways.

But if the powers of darkness
are not interested in sex, the

box-office is — look at some of
the other films showing today.

I'his whole thing therefore
seems to be a shameless ex-
ploitation of human weakness
in the sphere of sex, but done
in the name of magic.

SUPERSTITION

So much for morals: how
about theology? I can only say
that the book seems to me to
encourage gross superstition both
with reference to the act of ex-
orcism and to the person of the
exorcist

Let me hasten to add that
many of my closest friends in
the Roman Catholic Church (and
I have many dear brothers in
Christ there) feel exactly as I do:
this is not a piece of Protestant
polemic, but an appeal for a re-
turn to Biblical values and stand-
ards.

Nothing grieves me more than
to read that some Jesuits acted
as “advisers” for the film; I can
think of plenty of Jesuits who
would have refused to do so

The most important point to
make is that “exorcism” is not
magic, but a calling of the
powers of God info play
against the forces of darkness,

Naturally, it is a spiritual
activity: all prayer is, and ex-
orcism is no exception to the
general rulle: but it is also a high-
ly rational activity.

VICTORY

In this area, as Paul would
say, we serve God, not only with
the spirit, but with the under-
standing also. Ultimately, ex-
orcism is not essentially different
from any other area of Gospel-
preaching.

It is a proclamation of God's
revealed will and purpose, and a

joyful claiming of His victory al-
ready won in Christ. It may be
on a different scale, but it is not
different in kind from the pray-
ers that we make every day with
reference to our own lives or the
lives of others.

T'here is no room for mumbo-
jumbo, magic, or superstition
here: all is clean sunlight and
clear daylight; these are the only
things that will drive darkness
away

Mumbo-jumbo is the
enemy’s fterritory: we shall
never defeat him there,

Here again, “The Exorcist” is
not an isolated example:
exactly the same
approach in the magazine that |
mentioned above.

PROTECTION

Anointing all the orifices of
the body with “holy water” as
if the devil was a microbe, and
“holy water” an antiseptic: hang-
ing crosses and crucifixes
around the neck as a charm:
carrying a Bible in the pocket (or
maybe a sprig of ) as a

garlic)
talisman: what nonsense is this?

If seriously believed by man,
it must make the powers of dark-
ness roar with laughter

I'rue, some of
stitions are very Protestant (]
have a friend who carries a
Bible, believing it will protect
him) and some are very Catho-
lic: But superstitions are super-
stitions wherever they are faced

these super

It is the Bible in the head and
the heart that is the true protec-
tion, not the Bible in the hand: it
is the cross willingly carried
every day. not hung around the
neck as an ornament, that safe-
guards us from the power of
the enemy

Perhaps we may take here the
author’s other claim, which is the
supposed nobility of the self-
sacrifice of the priest, who calls
the devil into himself that it may
leave the child

Self-sacrifice is, true, a
Christian virtue: but this is non-
sense, It is not the sort of sacri-
fice that God would allow, nor is
it even necessary since Calvary

SPECTACULAR
If the death of Christ means

anything, it means that hence-
forth we have no need of imagi-

nary self-annihilation for 1he
sake of others, Instead, we may
claim Christ's sacrifice and
Christ’s victory on their behalf.

If this self-sacrifice is regarded
by the author as the spiritual
highlight of his story, then we
can only say that it is peculiarly
misleading: there are much more
practical ways in which any
Christian, priest or not, is called
to self-sacrifice

Likewise, it is not the
mechanical repetition of the
name of Jesus or of the Trinity
that saves us, but the glad con-
fession from the heart, of a full
Christian faith,

This introduces what, to me,
is the most serious spiritual
objection to “The Exorcist,”
running far deeper than mere
pornegraphy.

It is this: the sole interest in
the supernatural that “The Ex-
orcist” is calculated to awake is
an interest in the spectacular, not
the ordinary or the humdrum

NEGATIVE

For every man who goes to
hell in spectacular ways, there
must be a thousand who go to
hell in ways so familiar that we
do not recognise the paths as
demonic at all — lying, lusting,
cheating, stealing, slandering and
so on: and yet these last must be
the more deadly, in that they
snare more men

What we see in “The Ex-
orcist” is the “negative” side of
what we see currently in relation
to the doctrine of the Holy
Spirit: men are only interested in
the more spect ar gifts of the
Spirit, and spectacular manifesta-
tions of His presence, rather
than in the steady work-a-day
proofs of His presence in the
fruits of the Spirit and in com-
monplace Christian living.

This is no new problem: Paul
faced it at Corinth long and
his sanctified commonsense in
dealing with it is a continual les-
son to us all.

In short, “The Exorcist” will
only excite a spiritually un
fhealthy interest in the devil, and
the more titillating manifesta-
tions of his activity, rather than
a sober interest in the ways that
he can harm us most. I recom
mend, as a healthy antidote,
“Screwtape Letters,” by C. S.
Lewis.

Family Law Bill
“Will Change
Marriage”

The Standing Committee
of the Diocese of Sydney,
after an investigation by
lawyers and theologians, has
expressed opposition to the
Family Law Bill on the
ground that it will “change
the very nature of marriage.”

Under the Bill marriage would
no longer be a contract for life,
as it is at present,

The Standing Committee Re-
port made the following points:

(1) The concept of “irretrie-

vable breakdown” in the Bill,
though superficially attractive,

SYDNEY CITY MISSION
Christian Youth Worker

to develop and manage
a Drop-in Centre at
Darlinghurst. A chal-
lenging opportunity for
a responsible young
man of Christian matu-
rity who possesses in-
itiative and the desire
to communicate the
Gospel through per-
sonal contact. Experi-
ence in the field an ad-
vantage though not es-
sential.

Further
from

Mr R. Booker on 61 6136

information available

is destructive of the sanctity of
marriage.

(2) ‘If divorce becomes easy
and automatic, marriage partners
may not consider the possibility
of readjustment when there is a
threat of breakdown.

(3) As adultery will not be
provable, an adulterous relation-
ship may not be put forward as
evidence of moral character as
regards the fitness of either party
for custody of children of the
marriage.

(4) It will remain open for 12
months after a divorce to in-
stitute proceedings on questions
such as maintenance of children,
and custody and access, and this
will not assist in promoting the
stability and settlement of chil
dren in such situations. Such
children wili ciready have suffer
ed disruption, and therefore cus-
tody and access should be de-
cided at the time of the divorce

2arish takes over
guest house

The parish of Kiama, NSW,
is to take over a Bundanoon
guest house for a parish house
party

Over the weekend 22-24
March adult and younger parish-
ioners from Christ Church,
Kiama and its daughter churches
will move away from the coast
to the relaxing atmosphere of
the highlands for fellowship,
study and relaxation.

Rev Max Corbett, HMS rep-
resentative on the South Coast
will lead the Bible studies

CHRIST AND CULTURE

“Is our culture really
alive? For it is not the out-
ward aspect that tells you
whether a culture is really
alive or not. Look first at
the message of the medium
before you conclude that our
culture is alive,” said the
Rev Paul Barnett at a
special service at Holy
Trinity, Adelaide, during
the Festival of Arts,

“The form of a culture is no
accident,” continued Mr Barnett.
“The gifted artist expresses
culturally his own world view.

“The godly man must come
with the message of reality, and

heed the cry for help of his fel-
low-man. But he cannot do it
lightly or cheaply or glibly. He
can have no word for his con-
temporary man unless he has
some knowledge of his contem-
porary culture

“It is not an article of faith
that the godly man should be a
Philistine. Even in an ungodly
society there is much which
reflects truth about the Creator

DISCRIMINATION

“The godly man is to bring
Christ the healer to wounded
men. But he must come to the
side of the wounded man,
where the wounded man ac-
tually is,
“Paul

urged the Philippians

graciously to extend the word of
life to citizens of a bent and de-
formed society in which the chil
dren of God were to shine like
lights

‘But they must not avoid the
culture which surrounded them,
for there was much even in that
celture which could be appre-
ciated, ever as there was much
to be rejected.”

Mr Barnett concluded by
quoting Philippians 4:8

a 3 :

Saving worship

This world can be saved from
political chaos and collapse by

one thing only, and that is wor-
ship. — Wm Temple

fascinating Singapore

sharp focus

Posters

Colour-in sheet
Activity book
Collection can label
Teaching aid leaflet
Audio visual

and then there was

THE STORY OF A CHINESE PUZZLED
The Bible Society Youth Pro-
ject for 1974 centres on

A full-colour filmstrip and
sound tape tell the story of
Wun and how he found new
meaning to life in the midst
of this bustling, cosmopolitan
city. The filmstrip will bring
Singapore, its youth and the
work of the Bible Society into

A Sunday School stimulant. Ideal
for your Youth Greup

Mateiials available include N
Phone your nearest Bibie Society office:

Adelaide — 233833
Brishane -~ 215683
Canberra ~- 485188
Hobart — 443420

Launceston 445179

Melbourne
Newcastle
Perth

Sydney - 616862

— 631896
~— 611394
— 217255
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— by John Wise

The Plain Truth:
The Real Truth

Sydney’s Opera House will early next month resound to the engaging
voice of Garner Ted Armstrong, son of the founder of the Radio

Church of God.

It is a voice becoming increas-
ingly familiar to many Austra-
lians.

Armstrong’s soft-sell religious
radio programs are heard from
stations as far afield as Cairns
and Kalgoorlie and many places
in between.

I'he Radio Church of God was
founded by Garner Ted’s father,
Herbert W. Armstrong, in 1934,
when he made his first radio
broadcast from Eugene, Oregon,
USA.
According to “Plain Truth” of
January, 1959, this “momentous
event” was the “fulfilling of a
definite cornerstone prophecy of
Jesus.

“More than that, it was the

ARMSTRONG
QUOTES:
The Bible prophesies that
the US and UK will control
such key gates us Panama
(Gen, 22:17).
* * *
No .nther work on earth is

proclaiming this true Gospel
of Christ to the whole world.
* *

God . . . is going to use the
Germans to head a United
States of Europe. (Isiah 10:5-

7.
* * *
The wife . . , should res-
pond “Yes, sir!” when her
hushand addresses her in an
“official” capacity.
* * *

The Kingdom of God (will
come in the near future ...
God’s way will be the free en«
terprise system.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

K. J. LITTLE,
19 Barden St.,
Arncliffe, 2205
Phone: 599 7348

A

MOVING
MADE EASY
with
DAVIS VAN LINES

Australia-wide door-to-door
service
630 622
157 BRIENS ROAD,
NORTHMEAD
(Box 410, Parramatta)

WHAT!

You mean to say C.M.5. BOOK-

SHOP has been selling church

robes all these years and | didn't
know about it?

| always get my cleri-
cal wear when | go
e

y book-browsing at th:

es, Bookshop.

ROBES
FOR

CLERGY
AND

CHOIR

*

Cassocks
Girdles
Surplices
Stocks
Black
White
Shirts
Collars—
Studs
Hoods
Preaching
Scarves
' Choir needs

Avallable from stock

(MS CHURCH SUPPLIES
93 Bathurst St., Sydnay, N.S.W.
Catalogue Available,

initial, start-off event of the ful-
filling of some 90 per cent of all
the prophecies in the Bible! And
approximately a third of the
whole Bible is prophecy!”

Today the “church” claims 50-
million listeners to over 300
radio stations; its magazine
“Plain Truth” is a major mass-
circulation publication by world
standards and “The World To-
morrow” is a rapidly expanding
TV production.

Money raised by its activities
has endowed Ambassador Col-
lege, Pasadena, California. This
institution, complete with stately
buildings and sunken gardens oc-
cupies a 45-acre “storybook”
campus which in this decade
undertook a $22-million ex-
pansion program.

DEGREES

It has authority from the State
of California to confer degrees.

There are actually three dif-
ferenct campuses, the other two
being at Big Sandy, Texas and
St. Albans, England.

Mr Armstrong, sen, says the
magnificent setting whould not
give the impression that “we are
'iuxl rolling in wealth, because

nothing could be further from
the truth.”

The Ambassador  College
correspondence course  enrols
‘scores of thousands from

around the world,” with “addi-
tional thousands beginning every
month.” :

In recent years, strategic dis-
tribution centres have been
established in several countries,
“ministers” appointed in key
cities, local “churches” organised
and regional rallies held.

Nearly two years ago, “Time”
muu‘.llin'c reported an alleged rift
between H.A. and his son, Gar-
ner Ted.

RIFT

This resulted in the latter
being relieved of his duties as
executive vice-president of the
“church” and as vice-chancellor
of Ambassador College.

Later his name was expunged
from the masthead of *Plain
Truth” magazine and he was
replaced on the radio by tapes
his father had made 10 years
earlier,

The problem was apparently
cleared up after a few months of
strained relationships (and re-
ported drop in income).

A “great lunge forward” was
then engineered and the project-
ed Sydney visit is no doubt part
of this effort.

What transformed a “local”
effort into a globe encircling
operation of immense propor-
tions and what accounts for the
continuing appeal of the move-
ment?

There are firstly the dynamic
broadcasts; the slick public-
ations; the use of shock sensa-
tionalism (several years ago the
Great Tribulation plus a drought
were prophesied for 1972); the
skilful use of the most ingenious
marketing and advertising de-
vices.

But there is more to the Arm-
strong enterprise than that.

In an gge of religious aposta-
sy, when many Bible-believing
Christians have lost confidence
in their denominational leaders
and institutions, Armstrong has
projected an image of unwaver-
ing orthodoxy and declares him-
self to be committed to the in-
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y EW PROPHETIC VOICE

“Jesus chose Paul, who was highly educated, for spreading
the gospel to the Gentiles. He later raised up Peter Waldo, a
successful businessman, to keep His truth alive during the Middle
Ages. In these last days WHEN THE GOSPEL MUST GO
AROUND THE WORLD, Jesus chose a man amply trained in
the advertising and business fields to shoulder the mission —
HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG, — A True History of the True
Church, by Herman Hoeh, Ambassador College.
L ——
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spiration and inerrancy of scrip-
ture.

In a day of moral decay and
general spiritual poverty, Arm-
strong has scathingly condemned
the new morality, biblical illit-
cracy, drug menace, divorce, hip-
pie culture and many other as-
pects of today's society which
many feel are warning signs of
civilisation’s demise.

SUPPORT

In a time of cynical repudia-
tion of moral values, Armstrong
has vigorously affirmed the old-
fashioned Christian virtues of
honour, reverence, patriotism,
thrift, integrity, chastity and
temperance,

Thus he has gained the sympa-
thy and support of the silent
majority.

In a period of widespread pes-
simism and despair, the Arm-
strong “gospel” promises a
bright, new, beautiful “World
Tomorrow” from which all the
evils of contemporary society
will be eradicated, and in which
peace, prosperity and complete
happiness will prevail.

In an era of incessant finan-
cial appeals from scores of relig-
ious and charitable organisations,
it is refreshing to find an opera-
tion that appears to be com-
pletely non-mercenary.

DISTURBING

All literature is offered free of
charge; no representative calls
unless invited; there is no
pressure to contribute or to join.

This low key approach has
done a great deal to win public
confidence in the Armstrong en-
terprise.

On the surface, the cult
appears innocuous enough. But
sinister dangers lurk behind this
deceptive front (see “Armstrong
Doctrine Rejects Orthodoxy.”

Perhaps the most disturbing
aspect of the Armstrong success
story is the fact that so many
professing Christians are so
poorly grounded in the Scrip-
tures that they fail to recognise
the heresy of this strange cult,

Ironically, for all his dep:
tures from evangelical truth,
Armstrong presents the image of
being biblically, Christologicall
and ethically sounder than the
liberal theologians who shape the
teachings and attitudes of some
of the mainline denominations,

Fully aware of this situation,
Armstrong is exploiting the dis-
satisfaction of a great number of
disenchanted church members to
the hilt.

Don’t be fooled!

all

Overtime for

Bible printers
(Grand  Rapids). The In-
donesian Bible Society reported
that its printers were working
double shifts in order to keep up
with the demand for Bible
selections and portions, Dis-
tribution rose from a little under
five million in 1972 to over Six-
teen million in 1973, (RES NE)

HYMNS AND HARMONY

A man who could call a fellow Christian a “low and
puny tadpole in divinity, actuated by Satanic shameless-
ness and Satanic guilt”, and then turn round and write
“Rock of Ages” is conclusive evidence that Romans 7
can be normal experience for the believer.

John Wesley was the target; Augustus Toplady fired the
broadside. Perhaps this was one reason why many hymn books
omitted authors’ names in the days when denominational feel-
ings ran high. However, John gave as good as he got so we need
spend no more time on the verbal duel.

Toplady was an outstanding preacher of the doctrines of
grace, author of many hymns and the compiler of the “Historic
Proof of Doctrinal Calvinism of the Church of E gland.” His
church at Bradhembury was filled week by week during his term
of vicar from 1768 to 1775.

He moved to London that year because of ill-health from
I'B, and died three years later at the age of 37 while ministering
in the French Calvinist Reformed Church in Orange Street.

“Rock of Ages” (written after sheltering from a violent
storm in Burrington Combe) is his most popular hymn, but it did
not win widespread favour until 30 years after his death. The
Prince Consort repeated portions of it on his deathbed in 1861:
Pusey described it as “the most deservedly popular” hymn, and
it is the only contribution by Toplady in Common Praise.

The Methodists go one better with the inclusion of

“Object of my first desire,

Jesus crucified for me.”
and in Golden Bells we find the doctrines of the atonement,
assurance and perseverance in:
“A debtor to mer
Of covenant mercy I sing.”
The tune is Celeste.

alone,

—DESCA

HEAR

OHN STOTT

(Rector, All Souls, Langham Place, London)
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FRIDAY, 3RD MAY, 7.15 P.M.
SYDNEY TOWN HALL
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perts will promptly and efficiently

World Congress

SIR —I have been interegted
to read the correspondence by
Rev Don Howard and Rev John
Chapman on the ICWE. How-
ever, there are two points not
mentioned directly that are of
importance, or so it seems to me.

First, the cost of the congress,
when one considers that “cut-
back™ in church budgets in many
parts of the world. Missionary
societies are struggling in many
instances, projects have been
curtailed, and in some cases mis-
sionaries have been unable to re-
turn overseas because of finan-
cial problems. 1 speak with first-
hand experience of this point. It
was mentioned in the “Church
Times” (UK) some time ago, that
the congress will cost at least
(stg) one million pounds. Some
will not question the cost, but I
feel because of the present situ-
ation facing the church particu-
larly in its “missionary” areas (at
home and overseas), the cost is
an important factor, irrespective
from where the funds stem.

Secondly, what do great con-
gresses or conferences such as
ICWE do for the church? This
again is a debatable point, but
my own opinion and observance
in three continents of the world
where I have lived, show them to
be questionable. The real need of
the church today, is renewal by
the Holy Spirit. This must hap-
pen at the grass root level of the
local church and congregation,
and it remains to be seen, if rip-
ples from ICWE will do very
much in this front line area.

The congress participants go
with my prayers, but I have sev-
eral questions in my mind con-
cerning the whole concept of
ICWE,

(Rev) Rex P. Upton,
George Town, Tas.

Crowded World
SIR — Whilst listening to Rey

N. Adcock’s program Encounter
“The Crowded World,” I felt

MERIDEN
CHURCH OF ENGLAND
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
12 Redmyre Road, Strathfield
BOARDING & DAY SCHOOL
Kindergarten to Higher School
Certificate and Matriculation,
For further information, apply

to the Headmistress,

Miss Sheila M. Morton, B.Se,

FRANK AKEHURST
MANUFACTURING JEWELLER
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is now
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9th Floor—Suite 14
250 Pitt Street, Sydney. Phone 26 6368

30 Years Experience of Handmaking — First Class Jewellery.
Specialising in Diamond Rings and Precious Stome Jewellery
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Letters

compelled to write re abortion
and population control,

‘When a woman has an abor-
tion or a doctor performs an
abortion what does this mean in
relationship to God. Gen. 9:6-7
states “Whose sheddeth man's
blood. by man shall his blood be
shed for in the image of God
made he man. And you be fruit-
ful and multiply; bring forth
abundantly in the earth, and
multiply therein,”

There God tells us to multiply,
no word of birth control or
population control. God states
that if we believe in Him, He
will meet all our needs. The
trouble is that so few will heed
His Word. We are so stiff-neck-
ed that we will not do that which
would save us from God's
pumishment and from great tri-
bulation. The whole history of
the world is the history of people
and nations who have con-
sistently denied God's Word and
this history reveals the punish-
ment they have received because
of their denial of God’s Law.

If we believe that all people
are God's people and that we
will be called to judgment (Rev
20:11-15) what will be the posi-
tion of those who have aided in
destroying life by abortion?
What will be God’s judgment of
the Mother? What is the position
of those who have assisted at the
operation? What is the position
of the person who performed the
operation? What is the position
of those who advocated the
operation? What of the child?

H. L. Abrecht,
Trafalgar, Vic.

Pastors and
Teachers

SIR — In reference to your
recent paragraph about parishes
wanting a teaching ministry, may
I submit this advice to parishes
seeking a new minister.

Some parishes may be better
off with a good pastor who is
only a second rate teacher than a
first-class teacher who is a poor
pastor.

ANON,
Pymble.

r “Start
a

Little by

you can

thereN no fixed term

)
’account”’

WU PERMANENT

BUILDING SOCIETY LTD = EST 1946
save YORK STREET SYDNEY 2000

alot. Telephone 29 2287 290 1000

to increase patient accommodation

St. Luke's Is a Church of
creeds, ‘As
heip to ralse $500,000 for this wor
Donations of $2.00 or more

ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL

18 ROSLYN STREET, POTTS POINT, SYDNEY
TELEPHONE 35 3355

St. Luke's Hospital has been established over 50 years
practice and patient care have taken Immense strides in this perlod and
St. Luke's Is proud of the high reputation It has achieved
are needed to develop a modern theatre complex, intensive care unit and

England general h-iuital open to all
I§ a non-profit organisation, the Boaru appeals for your
k

are tax deductible, exempt from gift
duty and are acknowledged by official recelpt, Please make your donations
payable (0, "St. Luke's Development Fund.'

Medlcal
Now tunds

C. R, JAMES,
Chiet Executive Officer

TO THE EDITO

Letters to the -editor
should not exceed 300

words.
“Rural Curate”?
SIR  — The suggestion (in

A.C.R. March 21) that in the
interest of simplicity the word
“rural” in the title Rural Dean
be changed to something like
area” or ‘“regional,” is worthy
of recognition.

May I suggest another term
deserving of similar treatment? It
is the title “Curate.” It describes
him whom the Bishop has in
stituted to the cure of souls in a
particular place, that is the man
in charge of the church’s spirit-
ual and other work, i.e. the Rec-
tor or Vicar of a parish. And it
is that person, presumably, to
whom the Prayer Book’s rubricks
refer — see commencement of
the Holy Communion and the
rubrick regarding announcements
thereat.

However the title “Curate” is
so often today applied to the
Rector’s assistant — no duobt as
a corruption of the full title
“Agsistant Curate” — that con-
fusion occurs,

Perhaps, through your

columns, there could be a move
for the use of “Assistant Minis-
ter,” “Assistant Priest,” “Assist-
ant Deacon” as fitting descrip-
tions of the Assistant Curate;
consideration should also be
given to the use of Rector or
Vicar in lieu of Curate when ref-
erence is made to the person in
charge. Do you think writers of
yearbooks and clergy movement
lists could be persuaded to take
this course?

Slightly tongue-in-cheek, I re-
main,

(Rev) R. P. Howell,
Assistant Priest, Mayfield,

Trinity College

SIR — My attention has been
drawn to your comments on the
ological study at Trinity Col-
lege Melbourne in the leader of
your issue of 7th March and I
write to correct several errors,

1. The Theological School at
Trinity was founded by Bishop
Moorehouse in 1877 (thirty three
years before R ) and apart
from the Wor War 1 period,
has had theological students con-
tinuously resident since then.

2. Trinity was officially estab-
lished as the provincial college
and it is still directed by the Vic-
torian bishops.

Armstrong doctrine
rejects orthodoxy

To adopt the Armstrong teachings means to reject

many orthodox doctrines

held by the Christian

Church.

On the Trinity, Armstrong be-
lieves (along with the Mormons)
that God is a family, consisting
of the Father, Jesus Christ the
Son, and all human beings who
become also His sons (and thus
equally divine) through spiritual
rebirth.

“l suppose most people think
of God as one single individual
Person, or as a “trinity,” writes
Armstrong in one of his books,
*“This is not true.

“The theologians and higher
critics have blindly accepted the
false doctrine introduced by
pagan false prophets who crept
in, that the Holy Spirit is a third
person — the heresy of the ‘trin-
ity

“This limits God to ‘Three
Persons.” "

Of the twofold nature of
Christ, Armstrong claims that
the only difference between
Jesus and any other kuman is
that He was conceived of the
Holy Spirit

His teaching on the resurrec-
tion is difficult to follow.

Although  the resurrected
Christ was immortal, God the
Father did not cause Jesus Christ
to get back into the body which
had died.

In fact, Armstrong denies that
Christ was alive and active after
the resurrection.

Other doctrines rejected by
Armstrong are the sinless nature
and bodily resurrection of
Christ, the mmmortality of the
soul, the new birth as a con-
version  experience, salvation
through faith alone and the
existence of hell as a place of
eternal punishment.

Professor J. M. Hopkins, of
Westminster College, Pennsylv-
nania, said in “Christianity

. * 4
Vatican statistics

In 1971, almost as many
Roman Catholic priests defected
from their dioceses and re-
ligious orders as died, a accord-
ing to the Vatican's statistical
yearbook.

A total of 3,659 priests left the
priesthood, and 4,441 priests
died. Defections and deaths out-
numbered the 7,180 men who
joined the priesthood two years
ago

I'he publication also reveals
that there were 664,388,000
Roman Catholics in the world in
1971

Today” (December 17, 1971)
that subscription to Armstrong’s
system of doctrine was to submit
to a “rigid strait-jacket of
legalism, biblical literalism and
arcane mythology — to accept a
regimentation every bit as re-
strictive and stultifying as that of
Jehovah's Witnesses.

Allured by attractive and com-
pelling use of the media, the un-
suspecting person (usually a
churchgoer of some description)
is gradually brainwashed by
propaganda.

The beginning may consist of
a donation, the abandonment of
Sunday worship and of Christ
mas and Easter observance.

Full membership in the
Worldwide Church of God
follows baptism.

T'he member undertakes to
pay tithes, to cease voting and
otherwise participating in “this
world’s government.”

Not only that, he forfeits the
priceless heritage of all who
through repentance and faith
have come to acknowledge the
Jesus Christ revealed in the Bible
as Lord.

Other points of Armstrong’s
“doctrine™:

® There is only one true
Church — the Worldwide
Church of God

® There is only one true
interpreter of Scripture and God

enlightened prophet in these
latter days Herbert W. Arm-
strong.

® There is only one valid
means of induction into God's
Kingdom immersion baptism
administered by a minister of the
Worldwide Church of God

@ Salvation (ultimate forgive
ness and eternal reward) is con-
tingent upon life-long compliance
with God's ritual and moral re-
quirements and therefore cannot
be guaranteed ahead of time
The only person to date who has
achieved salvation is Jesus
Christ

@ For eighteen and a half
centuries the Gospel has not been
preached. The world was deceived
in accepting a false gospel

To adopt the Armstrong
teaching and his prophetic role is
to reject the wise counsel of men
such as Augustine, Luther, Cal-
vin and Wesley, and to replace it
with an electric blend of Seventh
Day Adventism,  Russellism,
Mormonism and British Israel-
ism

3. Ome special and disting-
uishing feature of Trinity is that
it has always been a graduate
school. This year its fifteen
students include graduates from-
six Victorian and interstate
universities,

4. Since 1969 Trinity has been
a constituent college of the Mel-
bourne United Faculty of Theo-
logy, an ecumenical consortium
whose students present for the
degrees of the Melbourne Col-
lege of Divinity.

The 1969 General Synod
Commission on Theological Edu-
cation was unanimous that for-
wurd;looking theological educa-
ton 1s a tertiary study best con-
ducted within  an ecumenical
undertaking as the only Aus-

tralian  Anglican  foundation
which both wholly tertiary
and wholly ecumenical, #he

Trinity School of Theology
makes no apology for its con-
tinued existence; rather it looks
to continuing and extending its
long-sustained contribution o
the Australian Church.

(Bishop) James A. Grant,

Joint-Acting Warden and Hon,
Chaplain, Trinity College Mel-
hourne,

The Needle

‘SIR — “We hope you'll find
his work provocative” — so ran
the blurb on your re-introduced
columnist, “The Needle” (A.C.R.
March 21). The remarks of this
gentleman in the second and
third items, will provoke al] right
— but to what? Love? Good
works? The development of fel-
lowship on a personal, diocesan
or national level?

_Perhaps they are intended as a
piece of light-hearted in-
consequence? If so, they should
never have been published. For
one of the most difficult tempta-
tons we face as Christians is
that of gossiping, and I can
hardly imagine that those two
ttems will do anything but feed
the desire to vield to that
temptation.

If those remarks, which will
undoubtedly be offensive and
highly embarrassing to both the
ministers and parishes named
and unnamed, are to be typical
of this column, then I can only
conclude that, albeit unwittingly,
Satan has also got his jab in.

(Rev) Deryck K. Howell,
Fairlight.

Al
Robed Clergy
. SIR —The Needle was upset
by clergy who paraded at an in
duction in all their paraphernalia
(ACR March 21).

I was there without robes.
What does that prove? 1. I was
cool (the night was warm), 2. [

Was not separated from the
congregation of which I wanted
to be a member
Some may infer (correctly)
that I also regard robes as irrele
vant on such an occasion
But this is my opinion. Much
as I long to see other brethren
share it with me, if they think
robes are still with it, they have
every right to wear them
Sharpen up, Needle, your
point can be used to much better
purpose
Donald Howard,
Burwood East, NSW,

Furniture Removals -l
and Storage

G. & C. Drew Pty Ltd

66 Smiths Avenue
Hurstville

Local, Country and Interstate
Removals
Write or phone 50 8364
After hours 53 7377

FIRE ... ACCIDENT
MARINE

T™HE

LONDON&

/ LANCASHIRE

© INSUBANCE COMPANY
(%]

New South Wales Branch
1 YORK STREET, SYDNEY.
Sydney Manager: M. A. Kille

Telephone 2 0574.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

o

Classified advertisements may be
left at the office oned  to
612975 up to noon on the Monday
of the week before publication.
Charge is 6¢ per word with a mini-
mum charge of $1.25,

CRGANIST / CHOIRMASTER wanted

Positions Vuf:g_ml .

urgently at St. Paul's, Chatswood. An
exciting opportunity in rogressive
church, Substantial organ maintenance
fund. Two_Sunday services and choir
practice. Stipend negotiable. Contact
Rector, hev. R. W. Hanion, 419 2563

ORGAMNIST/CHOIRMASTER for St. Cle-

ment’s Church, Mosman. 3 Manual Pipe
Organ rebuilt 1973-4 -— outstanding
additions to all manuals and pedal
board. Excellent choir. Apply in writing
with references to the Rector, 144
Raglan Street. Mosman 2088

ROBERT MENZIES COLLEGE,

MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY
WANTED:

An active, capable lady for Hnuse
keeper's duties. Must be committed
Christian,

Apply
THE BURSAR,
P.O. Box 145,
NORTH RYDE, 2113
Phone 888 7133

CARETAKER

for Aged Persons' Village in Sutherland
Shire.
Married, aged pensioner with active
Christian interests preferred
Apply, Secretary
AGED PERSONS HOME,
0. Box 174
CARINGBAH, 2229

MATRON

AGED PERSONS NURSING HOME

A Matron is required for a newly
constructed 40-bed  Nursin Home
shortly to be opened at Pen:
an attractive Retirement Settiement

Whilst e General Certificate is a
requisite, specialised training in Geriat-
ric Care would be an advantage. Aw~ard
wages and conditions will apply and
new spacious living quarters are avail-
able

by the

The Home is condu

Churches of Christ in Ne h Wales
Social Service Homes Department
Enquiries should be made Th
rector, of the above Depart:
Campbell Street, Surry
Phone 212 1977 Af

871 4613

WANTED:

DIRECTOR
ANGLICAN RADIO UNIT

To head an exciting new venture i
radi ministry
070 "he " responsible for producing.
compering and ng the productio
of religious radio prog
ing outlets and new op
behalf of the Church of Eng
f Sydney.
- :ls man or woman will have person

al Christian convictions and beiliefs
may not be an Anglican. H
have had experience in radio
ing, and will be interested
nicating the Gospel through R
alary negotiated according to ex-
perslence. Adequate traveliing allowance

Apply in writing to:
The Chairman
Anglican Radio Unit Co
P.O. Bo ]

a

.0. X QB‘ 0
ueen Victoria Building
" Sydney, 2000

For Sale

CONCRETE BLOCK MACHINE

Makes biocks, slabs, edgings. screen-
blocks, garden stools, 8 at once
96 an hour Ideal seif-h
projects. Send for leaflets. Departm:
C.R Forest Farm Research, London-
derry, NS.W., 2753

Holiday
Accommodation

BRIGHT (Vie.)
Cook’s Pioneer Holiday
Flats
Fully Self-containea Set
amidst acres of beautiful
parkland. Large clean and
comfortable flats with 1, 2

and 3 bedrooms.

An ideal holiday spot for all
age groups. Children wel-
come.

Box 8 Bright (Vic.). Ph. 16.

CAMP
TOUKLEY

TOUKLEY, N.S.W.

Near lakes and surf
Small or large house parties
Good accommodation, max 130,
Apply: The Superintendent,
CAMP TOUKLEY,

P.O. BOX 21. TOUKLEY, 2263
phone: 043 96 4336

“At Beautiful Coffs Marbour”
YULOOMBAH HEALTH AND
HEALING CENTRE
is closely linked with the
Church's Ministry of Healing
and provides natural health
foods, special diets as well as

physical treatments.
Ring 066/536269 or write to:

SR. STRONACH, P.O. Box 140,
COFFS HARBOUR, 2450.

Accommodation
To Let-Wanted

YOUNG Man
L .

a missionary vi
at the thought of

Is re than
or plumber or elec

WE OFFE
fe

1
Kingsgrove, N.S.W. 2208
750 0687

Wanted

SECOND-HAND Theological books
bought, Phone 61 9487, C.M.S. Book-
shop, 93 Bathurst Street, Sydney -

ANONS Ecclesiastical
- & C

WANTED, 10C more students to enrol
in C. of E, Bible Coliege. Full Bible
course correspondence anywhere
Full details from Registrar, P.O., Box
41, Roseville, N.S.W.. 2068

Cripps: Church Clerg

LQ\'?SMN Clarkes Constitutional His-
tory of the Church of England in

tralia
Au‘ls’hre 'Constitution of the Church of
England, N.5S.W., 1902 > -

The New Testament books of Grﬂa‘
Texts of the Bible,! edited by J
Has‘m?ost d price to

ondition and price to,

- The Bishop of Grafton

P.O. Box 4, Grafton, 2460

1603/4
ergy.

WANTED TO BUY COPIES OF
The Book of Common Prayer, and
The Book of Common Praise
IS your Church no longer using these
books?
Then another Church could use them
RING 604 4428

Interstate
Services

PERTH: St. Alban's, 423 Beaufort Street
Services 9.30 a.m. and 7.30 p.m. Rec-
:  Brvan F. Hall All  welcome

OORPAROO: St hen's, Brisbane

CCnr Cavendish and Chatsworth Roads

Visitors welcome. 7.30 and 9 am.

Holy Communion. 11 a.m._ Morning

Prayer (Holy Communion 1st Sunday)
m. Evening Praver

L Rector: Rev. Harry Goodhew,

WOOD (OFFILL FUNERALS

~— PHONES —

Metropolitan (All
Branches) 80 0396.

Katoomba — Katoomba 41.

Miscellaneous

on, _
L. McCredie
Headmistress

ABBOTSLEIGH

A competitive examin
Cpen Scholarships i
Saturday J 2
Scholarships

will be supplied on application
K. L. McCredie.
Headmistress

Hal Lindsey's 16mm
sound 30 min. film . .
“THE RETURN”

ew of Bible

colour

depicting modern israel in
prophecy, available for screening. $1
rental Advance bookings, Rev. Les
Nixon P.O, Box 199, Bankstown

Phone 709 5442,

A Brass Cross
Board are o
churches des
Haffne
Church, M

and Hand-Carved Hymn
red to any church or
g them. Write or phone
ecretary, (5t. Matthews

9 Steghens Street
Panania, N.S.W. 2213
Phone 77 8106.

Painter and
Decorator

Only first-class materials used
and all ,work guaranteed.
Free quotes given.
Allan H. Murray,

347 Roberts Road, Greenacre,

N.S.W,, 2190,

Phone: 759 8215 (Sydney),
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The Word
and Life

D. B. KNoOX

What is the
Gospel?

What is the gospel? It may
appear a strange question,
as  presumably Christians
ought to be able to answer it
without any hesitation. Yet
the question is not as simple
as appears at first sight,

From one point of view, the
gospel is “The whole counsel of
God" which St Paul said he had
devoted his three years at Eph-
esus to teaching (Acts 20-27)
But the usual New Testament
phrase to describe the gospel is
the “gospel of the kingdom of
God.” It was to preaching the
kingdom of God that Jesus de-
voled his ministry (Matthew
4:23; Luke 4:43) and it was “this
gospel of the kingdom™ which
Jesus foretold would be preached
throughout the world (Matt
24:14). So, too, the apostles are
described as preaching the king
dom. Thus, St Paul described his
three-year ministry at Ephesus as
“preaching the kingdom” (Acts
20:25) and St Luke uses the
same phrase “preaching the king

dom of God” to sum up St
Paul's activity at Rome (Acts
31) This phrase also

describes Philip's preaching at
Samaria (Acts 8:12

Kingdom
The word *“gospel” means
" or message Thus,

ut the New Testament
hing of the gospel is
preach the news of the king-
dom of God. But this doesn't
help us moderns very much, as
the phrase “kingdom of God"
needs even more explantation
First, we should remember that
the word “kingdom” means “rule
so that the kingdom of God
means the rule of God. The con-
cept goes back to the Old Testa-
ment where God is set forth as
king. He is king first because
He is Creator of heaven and
earth and everything in them
an absolutely basic con-
Bible. Thus, the early
s prefaced their praver
Acts 4:24 by the as-
“O Lord, Thou that
didst make heaven and earth and
th and all that in them is.”
He created everything and in-
deed owns everything, “the earth
is the Lord’s and the fullness
thereof” and His will is supreme
throughout creation and in every
event which takes place within it

Bishop Visits
Sex Shop

The Bishop in Wollongong
the Right Rev G. R. Delbridge
accompanied by the Rev M, Cor-

bett of the Home Mission
Society, recently visited a newly
opened “Sex-aid shop in

Wollongong,

The shop stocked aids for mu-
tual masturbation and devices
for leshians and homosexuals,
Literature incited sexual aberra-
tion.

The shop manager claimed
that marriages are improved by
his wares, but the Bishop says
his own research shows the op-
posite to be true

Bishop Delbridge later con-
vened a closed forum of 55
Wollongong citizens comprising
lawyers, medical men, clergy,
social workers and ordinary cifi
zens, who condemned the shop
as unhealthy. The forum decided
to look into the legal loopholes
that allow such a shop to operate
and to pass the matter on to the
AC(C

A Wollongong doctor com
mented that in one week recently
he terminated 3 pregnancies, each
of which had been the result of a
rape. In his opinion some un-
balanced men would leave the
shop with an intent o rape not
necessarily immediately but at
another time and place.

God is King not orly through-
out the universe and in our
world, but particularly He is
King within His own people. He
is King of Israel, because He
formed Israel for Himself, and
redeemed the people from | gypt.
The Old Testament looked for-
ward to the time when God
would exercise His rule more
conspicuously; it looked forward
o the time when the Lord of
Hosts would set up His kingdom.

Moreover, the Old Testament
predicted that this kingdom or
rule of God would be exercised
through the promised messiah
(Daniel 7:13). The messiah
would be born into the human
race (“behold a virgin shall con-
cieve and bring forth a son™)
who would be a divine person,
His name was to be Emmanuel,
that is, God with us, and “Ever-
lasting  Father, Mighty God,
Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)
The prophets looked forward to
the coming of God’s rule and
kingdom on the “day of the
Lord,” that future event when
God would establish His rule of
righteousness and justice. The
day when the Lord came to
judge the earth was a day to
look forward to with rejoicing.
All nature is to “clap their hands
and sing for joy" in anticipation
(Ps. 98:8). Isaiah foretold that it
would be a day of righting
wrongs, the captives would be
set free, and the poor would
have the good news proclaimed
to them. It would be the day of
vengeance of our God (Isaiah
61)

Repentance

John the Baptist looked for-
ward to the dawning of this day
in his immediate future He
called on his hearers to prepare
themselves by repentance, be-
cause God’s rule was about to be
established, and he said that the
messiah was already present in
their midst, and would soon bap
tise His people with the Holy
.\'(mu and fire, thus recalling the
prophecy of Isaiah 4:4 which
spoke of God washing His
people from their sins and pu-
rifying them with the Spirit of
judgmen and  of burning
John's message was “repent for
the kingdom of God is at hand”
and Jesus took this up and
preached the same gospel mes-
sage. What puzzied John the
Baptist later was the fact that
although the kingdom had come
with the messiah, the refining
fire of judgment and “the day of
vengeance of our God” was still
postponed into the future, and
this position remains with us
today

We preach the gospel of the
kingdom of God with the call to

repent in view of the coming
judgment; and yet there is a
most important element of the
gospel as it is now revealed to us
in the New Testament which was
still hidden from John the Bap-
tist, and this is the relationship
of Jesus the messiah both to the
coming of the kingdom, that is
to the, rule of God, and to the
salvation offered to escape from
the coming judgment, which
God's rule involves,

What then is the place of
Jesus in the kingdom and so in
the gospel? Briefly, it is that
Jesus is Lord; He is the One who
administers the rule of God. The
judgment has been given to Him,
together with all power in
heaven and earth in order that
all that the Father has given
Him should be saved. He is not
only Lord of God's kingdom in
the coming judgment but He is
already crowned Lord because
He has overcome all the forces
that oppose themselves to divine
withority. This victory He won
at Calvary, and it consisted of
annulling the power of sin by
undergoing the curse of sin and
repulsing its temptations, So
Jesus is Lord and thus, Saviour,
for He is able to save and justify
from their sins all who come to
God by Him. He is the one
through whom forgiveness of
Sins is preached; for all who call
upon Him as Lord will be saved,
saved in the day of judgment,
that is saved now,

T'hus, the gospel message is o
repent and believe in the Lord
lesus, for He died for our sins
and rose again for our justifi ~a-
tion. -This is a gracious reconc-
Ing message, for unless we sin-
ners are reconciled to God
through Jesus Christ we will be
swept away like chaff in the day
of the baptism of the Spirit and
fire. The process has already
begun. The Messiah is already
seated as “a refiner and purif-
ier” of His people. The message
15 “repent and believe the £0s-
pel” while it is still the day of
salvation

So to conclude, God is King
and therefore Judge, because He
V\‘Ihc righteous Creator Jesus is
King and Judge, because He is
the righteous Victor of Calvary,
T'his victory is the supreme ex-
ercise of God's kingdom or rule
(Psalm 2), a gracious rule for it
annulled  sin  and s con-
Sequences for all who believe
and translated believers from
being wunder Judgment to stand
as sons and daughters in the
Father's presence, through the
gift of His Holy Spirit, which is
Christ in us, the hope of glory, a
glory which will be ours, when
God’s kingdom and rule fully
come

Sydney Education Board on
Homosexuality Statement

The Sydney Diocesan
Board of Education has dis-
sociated itself from a’state-
ment made recently by a
commission of the Australian
Council of Churches on
homosexuality.

The Council of the Board of
Education has resolved that it
cannot support the statement

It has also stressed that the
statement, which has no official
status, should not be in-
corporated in the official busi-

The veil off

I do make bold to say that
when a man has once had the
veil taken from his eyes, so that
he can think of God as the
personal God, the living God,
the sole and all-sufficient First
Cause of all things, he wonders
at his former blindness and pities
with all this soul those who still
do not understand — J. Gre-
sham Machen.

ness of the biennial meeting of
the Commission on Christian
Education lest this appear to give
it official status

New province
of Melanesia

The General Synod of the
Church of New Zealand recently
agreed that the Anglican Church
in Melanesia should form a
province of its own, instead of
being part of the Province of
New Zealand as heretofore,

This ends 126 years of mem
hcrsm:p of Melanesia within the
New Zealand church.

In proposing the bill, the Bish-
op of Melanesia, the Right Rev
. W. Chisholm, thanked New
Zealanders for their past help
and support and said he hoped
strong bonds of friendship and
fellowship would remain.

The plan is for four dioceses
in the new province when it is
constituted,

Branches:

EASTWOOD -4 East Parade
ROZELLE—93 Victoria Road

MOTOR FUNERALS

LIMITED

30 CITY ROAD, SYDNEY—Tel.: 2114277 (4 lines)

CARINGBAH-~Kingsway, Willarong Road

524 7328
85 1955
82 1141

THE SON
OF DAVID

THE KING IS HERE, by

M. L. Loane. ANZEA,
1973. 177 pages. Cloth

$3.95, paper $2.50.

This further book from the
pen of the Archbishop of Sydney
has the sub-title “Devotional
readings from the Gospel accord
ing to St. Matthew,” and as the
preface states is “an attempt to
understand  and interpret an
apostle’s testimony to one who
came as the Son of David and
whose kingdom shall have no
end.” Each of the book’s twenty-
eight chapters is the exposition
of a key verse from each succes-
sive chapter of the Gospel, and
results in a complete, general
commentary on the evangelists’
record. The book concludes with
an introduction to the authorship
of the book

Once again Archbishop Loane
provides us with a dignified well
written and deeply spiritual
book. Each chapter is not too
long and can be read as a book,
m contrast to many com-
mentaries which can be used
only for continued study or ref-
erence,

The work is widely illustrated
with examples from Scripture
and Church history. The Arch
bishop’s main use of the authori
sed version supported by the re-
vised version," together with his
choice of slightly archaic eccle-
siastical words and phrases may
not appeal to all, but these do
not detract from the warmth and
appeal of the writing.

The book suffers from being
printed in Hong Kong, although
the price undoubtedly is much
less. Occasional printing errors
occur, while variations in the e in
the two Greek words quoted on
pl47 are unfortunate. The cover
of the paperback edition does
not appear to be strong or du-
rable. These defects of overseus
printing by cheaper labour, how-
ever, may become even more
commonplace as spiralling costs
in Australia make production
here prohibitive.

KEITH COLE.

Among the
drug addicts

“KEEP THE FAITH,
BABY,” by  Kenneth
Leech, S.P.C.K., London,
1973, 110 pages. $5.95.

Kenneth Leech, Chaplain of St
Augustine’s College, ( anterbury,
has given here a resume of his
young priest
working among drug addicts in
London, together with a brief re-
view of the activities of some of
the agencies working in this, and
related fields, His attitude is non-
judgemental, he is saddened by
what he calls “David Wilkinsons
disrespect for facts” and offers
IL‘(I\U”C(I (r”iL'l\lH of some naive
evangelical attitudes to the drug
problem.

experience as a

The unfortunate title is ob-
viously a
thought

publisher’s after-

P. F, Newall.

SHORT NOTICES

THERE'S A NEW WORLD
COMING by Hal Lindsay. S.
John Bacon, Melbourne, 1973,
308 pages. $2.95. A really up-to-
date attempt to understand the
prophecys of Revelation in the
light of what's happening today.
Lindsay’s exposition if forceful
and refreshing even if, at times,
he tells us what 666 means by
assuring is without a tittle of evi-
dence of even persuasion, that of
course, the number 6 in the
Bible stands for man! LEARN-
ING TO LIVE FROM THE
GOSPELS BY FEugenia Price.
Hodder 1972 reprint. 222 pages.
$1.45. This widely popular
Christian writer shows us how to
study the gospels in order to live
by them

THE PASTOR AND THE
PEOPLE by Lyle E. Schaller.
Abingdon. 1973, 176 pages.
Rather traditional approach to

settling in to a new parish

e |

MOORE COLLEGE
LIBRARY

it may be opened at other times
by arrangement with the librari-
al

Moore College has es-
tablished a lending library,
which comprises duplicate
copies of books in the main
library,

This is now housed in a sepa-
rate  building, and Christians
keen to study theology or do ad-
vanced Bible study lhmpgh a
course or on their own initiative
are invited to make use of its
facilities. i

The lending library will nor-
mally be open from 1.30 to 2.30
pm from Monday to Friday, but

Postal borrowing members pay
an annual fee of $10, which
enables them to borrow books
for up to 3 weeks without
charge,

Non-postal membars pay $5
per annum,

Further inquiries should be
addressed to the Librarian,
Moore College, or by tele-
phoning Sydney 51 5916, Gifis
of books will be much appre-
ciated.

Minister of Education on

Festival

In answer to a recent
question in the Legislative
Assembly of N.S.W., the

Key Books

FHE BECOMERS by Keith Miller, Hodder, 1973,
Episcopal layman, established his reputation with
later, we have a volume which can only add to his
understanding of every thoughtful reader
He is ever moving, or should be
God but also with his fellow Christians. Miller unmasks many
cemer” in Christian groups, difficulties which dismay many

and attractively set out book that will repay careful and
JERUSALEM PRAYERS for the world today by George Appleton. S.P.C
UK 60p. Archbishop Appleton’s skill as

Miller’s terms, a “becomer.”

pages,

stature

“Parish Prayers” edited by Frank Colquhoun and published in

gone from Perth to Jerusalem, from which he has just ret
prayers intercessions and litany, bear clear signs of their o

ed

They are vigorous, to the point, terse, conciliatory and loving,
most an earthiness about them that helps you overlook the theological lapses and the occasional

yncretism

THE WORLD THAT PERISHED by John €, Whitcomb, Evangelical Press, 1973,
This is a sequel to Dr Whitcomb’s earlier book “The Genesis Flood.”
well-illustrated paperback which defends in a
He adduces a goed deal of r

a global catastrophe

and gives his references carefully,

popuia

185 pages. $5.50.
A Taste of New Wine.
s It will to the personal growth and
When a man is converted to Jesus Christ, he is, in
towards deeper relationships with
of the difficulties of being a “be-
younger Christian

frequent readis

ACR'S REVIEW EDITOR INTRODUCES
IMPORTANT NEW TITLES:

The author, a Protestant
Now, three fine book

A well-planned

K., London, 1974, 109

a writer of prayers will be well-known to users of
1967. Since then Appleton has

So this interesting volume of
ns in one of the world's storm centres
There is an earnestness and al-

155 pages.
It is a clearly set out and

form, the thesis that the Genesis flood was
modern scientific evidence to support his thesis
While we do not believe that the inerrancy of the Scriptures

Is In any way threatened by the truth or otherwise of the author’s thesis, it is interesting to see
just how much evidence there is to support his point of view
considerable interest and profit by those who love the Bible

book that can be read with

Virtue and vanity

There are philanthropic com
mittees in which worldly vanity
and intrigue abound. As L;
Rochefoucauld said, “Virtue
would not go so far if vanity did
not keep it company.” Paul
Fournier.

MOORE COLLEGE

PRINCIPAL’S SECRETARY

Applications are invited for the position of Secretary to the
Principal of Moore College. The applicant should be an
accurate typist. Duties include general correspondence,
processing of student aoplications, the maintenance of Col-
lege registers and typing of theological papers.

Further particulars may be obtained from
The Principal, MOORE COLLEGE,
Carillon Avenue, NEWTOWN, N.S.W. 2042.

EASTER 11
THE GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY ...

Please pray for those who work in the bush

. 28th April

“Accept our thanks, O God, for the challenges
and opportunities of this day, as we seek to bring
the message of Your love to people throughout
our vast land. Bless and strengthen the National
Home Mission Fund, the Bush Brotherhoods and
the Bush Church Aid Society. Grant us a willing-
ness to give sacrificially to Your work. Guide and
guard those who serve in the bush and grant that
their work might bear fruit in the lives of those to
whom they minister, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen."”

ACC Grant
to school

The Australian Council of
Churches today made the first
grant from the recently estab-
lished Aboriginal Development
Fund. The grant of $1,000 is to
the Black Community School,
Townsville, North Queensland

Black Community School was
established in 1973 by a number
of Aboriginal and Islander
parents who had come together
with a common realisation that
the Educational System of
Queensland has failed if one is
0 measure educational attain-
ments and achievements of black
people

Mr Terry Widders, secretary
of the A.CC. Commission on
Aboriginal  Development, in
announcing the grant said, “The
significance of this grant is that
it indicates the way in which the
money of the Aboriginal
Development Fund will be dis-
tributed. The money will be
given, no strings attached, to
Aboriginal and Islander commu-
nily groups who have a specific
program and are sufficiently
organised to implement their
program.™

iKeith Gowan

The death of the Rev Keith
Gowan, Rector of Miranda, Syd
ney, was annourced in the last
issue of the “Church Record.”

A service of thanksgiving held
at St Luke's, Miranda, was con-
ducted by the Rev Alex Ab-
botsmith and addressed by
Canon K. L. Loane. There was a
large attendance.

Tribute s paid o Mr
Gowan's effective and faithful
ministry in a number of parishes,
and particularly to his work at
Miranda, where he had been
responsible for a great erpansion
of youth work and the building
of a new church.

The archbishop and other
bishops were at the service.

Mr Gowan is survived by his
wife and four children

7

of Light

Minister of Education, Mr
Willis, described the Festival
of Light as “an organisation
of high moral standard dedi-
cated to uplifting the stand-
ard of morality in the com-
munity and the attitude of
people  generally towards
Christian ethics, family life
and those traditions we have
cherished over the centuries,”

The Minister expressed sur-
prise at the opposition of a
Labor spokesman to represen-
tatives of the Festival of Light
addressing students at high
schools, and said further:

“I shall not stop principals
from inviting persons from the
Festival of Light.”

Haunted

We are haunted by the Armen.
1an idea that if faith and un-
belief are to be responsible acts,
they must be independent acts;
hence we are not free to believe
that we are saved entirely by di-
vine grace through a Tfaith
which is itself God’s gift and
flows to use from Calvary. — J,
L. Packer.

| GENERAL MANAGER

POSITION:

of Directors.

APPLICATIONS:

Will be treated in strict confidence and should

be addressed in writing to:

The Chairman, Christian Enterprises Ltd.,
P.0. Box 174, CARINGBAH 2229

The Company requires a capable all-rounder
who will be directly responsible to the Board

NATURE OF OPERATIONS:

The Company operates in the fields of land
[ development, building and real estate.
| CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT:
The salary payable will be commensurate
with the importance of the position and with
the experience of the successful applicant.
It will be open to negotiation.

featuring his work on Lake Ch

Statesman in your area.

LAKE CHAD PIONEER MISSIONARY DOCTOR VISITS
AUSTRALIA - NEW ZEALAND

DOCTOR DAVID CARLING, Chief Medical Officer, SUDAN
UNITED MISSION and Medical Superintendent, Vom Christ-
ian Hospital, Nigeria, will present the spiritual challenge of
Nigeria, Lake Chad region, between MAY 8, and JUNE 23,
arriving in New Zealand and various Australian States for
meetings between the following dates:

Auckland: Wednesday, May 8
Sydney: Friday, May 17,
Launceston: Monday, May 20.
Hobart: Wednesday, May 22.
Melbourne: Thursday, May 23.
Sydney: Saturday, June 1.
Brisbane: Monday, June 10.
Adelaide: Monday, June
Perth: Thursday, June 20.
Depart Perth: Monday,

His messages will be illustrated by a B.B.C. colour film
ad and by use of colour slides.

Make sure to see and hear this dynamic Medical Missionary

17.

June 24
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SYDNEY
Ven Leonard W. Long, chaplain with
the R.A.N. since 1953 and senior chap-
lain since 1967 (holding Primate’s licence
as ar con in the R.A.N.), has been
appointed rector of St Martin's, Killara.
R dney W. Gissing, rector of St
Columb's, West Ryde, since 1965, has
been appointed rector of All Saints’
Petersham, from June 6.
N. Be:

the Bush
Church Aid Society 3 mouth (Dio.
N.W. Aust), 1970-73, and N.S.W, sec
retary of B.C.A. since 1973, has been
appointed rector of St  Augustine's,
Bulli,

On Surday, February 17, the Arch
bishop of Sydney ordained the following
men as deacons in St Andrew’s Cath
edral:  Messrs  Panl  Bayliss  (Frenchs
Forest), Ross  Coxhead (Carlingford),
John Foran (Dural), Ken Frewer (Vau
cluse), Frank Gee (Beecroft), Richard
Harvey (Redfern), Robert Humphreys (St
Paul’s, Wahroonga), Denis Kirkaldy (Mt
Druitt), Anthony McMiles (Willoughby)
Rabin  Muers (Horosby), Colin Nelson
(Green Valley).

BRISBANE

Rev Francis J. Diacon, chaplain of St
Paul’s school, Bald Hills, since 1969, has
been appointed rector of St Nicholas'
Sandgate.

Rev Edmond F. Dunglison, rector ot
Christ Church, Boonah, since 1971, has
been appointed chaplain of St Pau
school, Bald Hills.

Rev John M. Edwards, rector of Christ
Church, Kapunda (Adelaide), since 1971
has been appointed curate at St Peter's
Southport

Rev Neville T. Gorring, curate at St
Matthew's, Holland Park, has been
appointed curate at St Andrew's, Lut
wyche.

Rev Roy M. « i, rector of Holy
Trinity, Goondiwindi, since 1969, has
been appointed rector of St John's, Nam
bour

Rev Douglas E. Laver, vicar of &t
Barnabas, Sunnybank, since 1967, has
been appointed rector of Christ Church
Boonah

Rev Bemard A. Low, has
.-p[:vl.'ah‘u Curate t . Wynr

ey Rodoey M. MacDonald, has
appointed curate of St Augustine’s. Ham.
il

ton
Rev Neville D. Nixom, curate at §
Peter's, Wynnum e 1969
appointed vicar of St Mary's, Gin Gin
Rev Robert W. Nolan

Paul's, ‘Ipswich, since 1970, has been
appointed in charge of Christ Church
Childers,

Canon Michael A, Paxton-Hall, rector
of Christ Church, Bundaberg, has been
appointed rural dean of Burnett

ey Danicl H. Pollock, has been
appointed curate at Christ Church, Bun-
daberg.

ephen H. Redhead, curate at St
Luke's, EKibin, has been appointed curate
at St Paul’s, Maryborough

Rey David J. L. Richardson, curate af
St Paul’s, Maryborough, has been
appointed curate at St Paul’s, Ipswich

Rev  Michael J. Scragg, has been
appointed curate at the Church of the
Annunciation, Camp Hill

Rev Thomas Treberne, assistant secre-
tary for the Australian Board of Missions
in the province of Queensland since 1971,
has been appointed Chaplaio at St Mar
garet's school, Albion

Canon George R. Gibson, rector of St
Barnabas’, Ithaca, since 1946, and rural
dean of Brisbane West since 1960, is to
retire in July

Rey Walter E. Woodrow, rector of St
David's, Allora, since 1955, is to retire in
April

Rev Robert 8. Soell, rector of St
Peter’s, Millmerran, since 1967, finished
his duties at Millmerran at the end of
January and is now engaged in part-time
work in a Brisbane parist

Dr Jobn Haggal, Director of Evange
lism International in Singapore, is coming
to Brisbane a the Gold Coast in May
10 lead an evangelistic campaign be
half of the Queensland Cour
“hurches. Dr Hugga!
and his Queensland program is under the
direction of a committee led by Rev
E. Jarrott

NORTH QUEENSLAND

Rev Anthony M. Mar chaplain at
All Souls’ School, Char Towers, si
1967, is undertaking fur studies

year at James Cook University of North
Quee i and w be reside A N
Mark's College

OVERSEAS
Canon

ries F

D. Moule 1
Div y &

Not
“mumbo

jumbo”

During February colourful
opening ceremonies of the
1974 legal year were held in
a number of cathedrals
around Australia,

For the first time in Wollon
gong's history four courts we

tice Isaacs said it was an hist
occasion, indicative of th
growth of Wollonzong

In his opening address at S
Michael's provisional Cal 1
the Supreme Court justice sa
the Church and Law went hand
in-hand every day

Mr Justice Isaacs referred to
the administration of the oath
which ends “So help me, God
He said many people rattled this
off “as if it is a bit of mumbo-
jumbo.” But it was a plea for
Divine help.

Pilot’s Licence
for Minister
The Rev C Ke

MISSIc

who 15

1 with his
1 o transport his fel
0 central diocesan

s at Narrandera

Port Macquarie
Sesquicentenary

Ar W W

ANXiOus
addresses

pioneer

ceive an invitation to spec
events, and of
cle and othes
whom invitations should be for

warded.

NAME

SRR

PO ICR. .

BIG SAVING FOR
NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY

Send only $2 and we will send you post free
the next twelve issues of the

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD

This is an introductory offer, open only to new
subscribers. Send the coupon below now and
receive this long established national Anglican
newspaper which stands firmly for biblical truth,

Enter me as a new Subscriber to the Australian Church
Record. | enclose $2 Subscription for twelve issues.

Post coupon to The Church Record Lid.,

Room 311, 160 Castlereagh St., Sydney, NSW, 2000,
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Bourdeaux in
Australia

The man with probably
the most extensive knowledge
of religious persecution and
injustice N communist
countries, Rev Michael Bour-
deaux, arrived in Australia
recently,

Mr Bourdeaux is director of
the English based Centre for
Study of Religior and Commu-
nism, whose aim is to carry out
an extensive and object.ve study
of the state of religious commu-
nities and religious worship in
countries under communist rule,
The centre has as its patrons
some of the leaders of world-
wide religious officialdom

Mr Bovrdeaux is in Australia
for a series of lectures and meet
ings with Australian church
community leaders, He has spent
much time in Russia studying re-
ligion under communist rule.

Commeniing on new docu-
mentary proof of persecution
and suppression of Christians by
the Soviet police, Mr Bourdehux
sad

“One of the most impressive
features of this new information
IS 1ts meticulous objectivity,
backed by an impeccable stand
ard of production of the latest
ssue of the Samizdat Bulletin of
the Council of the Baptist
Prisoners’ Relatives.” (Samizdat,
meaning seif-publication, is the
word used to describe the copy-
ing and hand-to-hand  dis
n of unofficial news and
terature in Russia.)

Mr Bourdeaux described a list
Of 186 Baptists now in prison in

Russia as, if an

at
tail

family and the

labour

Ir camp are

rent sec

In some cases

Clergy Health
Decline

A general decline in the
health of clergymen appears
to be world-wide, according
to a Sydney minister,

He is the Rev Donald An-
derson of Matraville who has
spent  several years in Brit
ain and America on pastoral
studies,

Mr  Anderson spoke on
“Pressures In The Ministry” at a
recent meeting of Petersham
Rural Deanery,

Mr Anderson bases his view
on the work of Dr Hugh A,
Eadie of the Cairnmilla Institute
in Melbourne,

He said that although confined
fo Scottish clergymen, the re.
sults appeared to be Symptomatic
of a problem fownd in many
countries,

OLDER AGE GROUP

He said decline in ministerial
health was most apparent in the
§5-65 age group.

This was seen in an increasing
proportion of deaths and dis-
ablement, plus proportionately
more cases of coronary heart
disease

“By contrast, younger age
groups show a higher proportion
of incapacity due to psychiatric
disorders,” he said.

“However, their average age
of death is lower.”

Despite a decline in heakh
standards, clergymen still seemed
to form one of the healthiest oc
cupational groups in Scotland
Among the professions, only
teachers had a lower rate of
death than ministers

Those retiring due to infirmity
or disablement showed a drop in
iverage age, especially from
1960 onwards

Disablement occurred almost

exclusively among parish minis.
ters, as distinct from those hold-
ing non-parochial positions such
as chaplains and administrators,

Of ministers who had survived
85 years, 63 per cent held only
one or two parish positions in a
full ministry,

This figure raised important
questions about the relationship
between the minister's oceupa-
tional and geographical mobility
and his total health,

MOBILITY

ch move involved the minis-
fer and his family in cuttin
loose from established phy,sic:\lg,
personal and social foundations
and resettling in unfamiliar sur-
roundings,

Although one of the healthiest
occupational groups in the Scot
tish  population, their health
declines to an appreciable extent
after 45 years.

The prevalence of coronary
heart diseases, hypertension,
psychiatric  disorders and a
variety of psychosomatic com-
plaints among cases of break-
down suggested that clergymen
were subject to acute and pro
longed forms of stress,

Mr Andersos said that every
facet of a minister’s activity in-
volved relationships with others,

“As Dr Eadie pointed out,” he
said, “whether he is preaching,
conducting  services,  teaching,
pastoring or even letter writing,
he is involved in relationships,

“The physically, mentally or
emotionally disturbed clergyman
may wse his professional role,
consciously or unconsciounsly, to
satisfy egocentric needs,

“This results in upsetting the
people he aims to help, as well
as aggravating his own proh.
fems.”

Adelai

hth biennial Adel-
aide Festival of Arts enter
tained and culturg

ly catered
Adelaide’s
572,693 people, but not
necessarily the man in the

were also fringe events
1 everyone, and
e Jesus Family
et Culture, Kairos

purpose were locally
v Ken Anderson of
xlist Department of
Christian Education was chair
man of the organising com-

before the Jesus

de Kairos 74 —
Street Culture Festival

mittee, in which

epresentatives
sther denominations also took
part

The main aim was to uplift
Jesus  Christ by brioging the
festival to the people,

Hand , pottery, elc, were
used in Adelaide shopping cen
tres. As owds gathered to
watch ung  people moved
througt them distributing 1

specially prepared paper
I'he workers were on the look
out for opportunities to witness
to individuals, and several times
fiscussion led to a definite de
Ision to accept the Lord as sav
iour
SACRIFICE
Most of the demonstrations
were given by young people
coming from interstate, many

rusade) and David Claydon (from Sydney) in Victorka Square
March assoclated with Kairos 74 in Adelaide.

had made personal sacrifices in
order to undertake the trip.

One had been given the week
off without pay, others had
taken time off their annual holj
days, and all paid their own
travelling and accommaodation
expenses,

Local  young people also
played an active part. Evening
coffee houses, gatherings in high
schools, universities and other
tertiary establishments, formed
part of the program

'he culmination was the Jesus
March on the final day of the
Adelaide Festival. On arrival at
Rymill Park the marchers gath-
ered for a simple program of
music and speakers, the main
message coming from the Rev
John Hirt of Sydney
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39,000 pack F
Hyde Park Rally

Rev Fred Nile, Director
of the NSW Festival of
Light, expressed great satis-
faction with the attendance
at the Hyde Park Rally in
Sydney on the 7th April.
I'he numbers there, about
35,000, delighted the organ
isers

Mr Nile said that there w
joy and enthusiasm at the rally
which clearly indicated that
those present were fully com
mitted to the FOL objective

A feature of the rally and of
the long march that followed it
was the very large proportion of
young people who took part and
were glad to carry banners and
placards

However, Mr Nile was scathing
in his criticism of the med
erage which he saic, “indicated a
cynical bias against the festival
and what it stands for.” He was
especially critical of the “Austra
lian" which said there were only
2,500 at the rally. The Festival
has demanded an apology from
the paper and has asked that a
correcting statement be made
stating the facts in a fair and
honest way

He said there appeared to be a

1 COV

In the light of

At the Hyde Park Rally peti-
tion forms were handed out and
thousands of signatures have al-
ready been received for presenta-
tion to the Government

the coming

Federal election the Festival has

e

The front ranks of the F.O.L. March through Sydney’s streets,

Archbp.
Reed to
retire

Dr Thomas T. Reed,
Archbishop of Adelaide,
has announced that he will
retire on 30 September next
when he will be 72

Dr Reed was appointed
Bishop of Adelaide in 1957
When the three South Australian
dioceses became a province
last year, as Metropolitan he
was styled Archbishop.

He was educated at St Peter’s
Colleg in  Adelaide, Trinity
College, Melbourne, and trained
for the ministry at St Barnabas’
College, Adelaide. Apart from a
few years at Melbourne C.E.G.S,
ind service as an A.LF. chap-
lain, the rest of his ministry has
been spent in his home diocese.

He earned the D.Litt. of the
University of Adelaide in 1954
for work on the poet Henry
Kendall,

Adelaide has had only six
bishops in its 127 years. A suc-
cessor to Dr Reed will probably
be elected at a synod in October.
Dr Kei Rayner, Bishop of
Wangaratt has often been
mentioned of recent times as a
possible successor to the see.

campaign of deliberate censor prepared a number of questions

i . Mie t e >cted at all candidates
ship by parts of the media, those to be directed : 4 . oy s
sections which themselves claim  for the Senate and the House of Fhe South Australian Australian Human Rights Bill, as

to oppose censorship

I'he Festival is seeking inter
views with the Prime Minister candidate
the Leader of the Opposition, the
NS.W. Chief Secretary Mr tion
Griffiths, to present to each of
them the decla
the Rally

Mr Nile also expressed con

believes

ations made at yoint in its histo

Representatives so that
tors may know exactly what each

questions related to moral poll

Australia is facing

said, “if the Labor Party with its
present policy is returned there is

18(4), which
rents

is also Articl

ks of the liberty, of

¢l branch of the Australian
Festival of Light commences

AT

the - 4 s sure the religious and moral
its public activities for 1974  education of their children,
with a meeting in Adelaide Rev. Bruce Smith, father of
al  Town Hall on Sunday May three boys and Senior Lecturer

at Moore Theological s
2 _ Sydney, is a very well-qualified
by Rev Bruce Smith, moral theologian and will be the

s 2w pm to be addressed

cern that the Liberal Party may virtually no hope of stemming the The title, “Family Focus 74, main speaker on May 12. He is
soon be about to adopt a much flow of pornography the highlights concern regarding cur chairman of the Church of Eng
Mmore permissive approach 10 .ommunity and if the | rent threats to the establishec land Television Society and of
censorship and  pornography is going to follow tyle of the family unit in the Ethics and Social Questions
This was indicated by a pub ind they get in there little ralia. We support the state Committee of the diocese of Syd-
lished report of the new Liberal hope that the interests of decency ment in the International Cov- ney. In addition, he appears
Party platform will be protected. We urge both enant on Civil and Political reg arly on television in NSW

“If this report is inaccurate,

said Nr Nile, “it should imme pornography

parties to review their policies on

d has conducted a number of
versity missions,

Rights which states, “The family 8
is the natural and fundamental

diately be corrected and if it is group unit of society and is en Parents, university students
accurate it should be changed. It “The next few weeks could be  (jijed lo_protection by society and children wili all want to
appears fo be a sellout to the decisive. Pressure be  and the State.” hear his message for these times
principles of the Australia applied to all politicians now,” Significantly, this statement is of social change. What effect
Party.’ he said. omitted from the proposed will the proposed Family Law

EDITORIAL

Bruce Smith speaks
at Adelaide F.0.L.

Bill, which permits divorce after
only twelve months of separation
have on our family life? Who
will care for the children?

The program will include
popular musical items, a puppet
show for the children and a
short drama segment, As a large
crowd is anticipated, provision
will be made for a creche for
babies and toddlers, and amplifi-
cation for an overflow meeting.
Four brief comments will be
given to outline the work of
AF.O.L. in the areas of educ
tion, entertainment, the media
and the family.

As a matter of urgency, the
results of a questionnaire
presented to all candidates for
the Senate election will be out-
lined. What do the Parties think
about moral issues? Find out,
and vote for the Family in 74.

Australia is shortly to go to the polls to elect
members of both Houses of Parliament It is
widely recognised that this election will be a
watershed in Australian history,

If returned, the Labor Government under Mr
Whitlam will press forward with the policies so
far held up by the Senate, together with other laws
foreshadowed by them, such as the Bill of Rights,
the Family Law Bill and fundamental electoral
changes

On the other hand, if the Liberals win there is
genuine uncertainty as to what they will do. Their
policies have been so long in coming out that
many wonder whether they have any.

The Church Record has no desire to enter into
the debate on the broad questions of national
policy. These are matfers of opinion every citizen
will have to decide for himself,

However, looking at the situation confronting
our country from a Chrittian point of view there
are a number of additions, matters which ought to
exercise our thoughts and prayers

Among these is the question of the moral integri-
ty of the leaders presenting themselves for public
endorsement. The Gair affair reflects credit on no

SOME IMPORTANT ELECTION

one and cruelly reinforces the cynicism with which

commentary on the state of our nation that none
of the main leaders can command the respect of
the community as men of basic mtegrity, All seem
to be engaged in a mad scramble for power for its
own sake.

Another point for Christians to consider is the
policies and practices in relation to questions of

interests of society.

Party, as a party, represented a philosophy that
valued moral standards in the community and
sought to preserve them from the activities of
expoloiters,

On the other hand, the Liberals were in power ning,
for most of the post-war period (and still are in
four of the six States) and it has been under their
leadership that so many regrettable changes have
come about. We might well ask — does either
party have the moral fibre that enables them to
govern this nation in a responsible way?

Because we Christians have to live in this
community and bring up our children here, we
should be vitally concerned about the standards of
public behaviour permitted under the law. We

ISSUES

ought to take the opportunity of this federal elec-
most Australians hold their politicians, It is a sad ., tion to question closely the candidates of the
major parties as to their views on the questions
relating to moral pollution. Christians ought to try
to gain from them assurances that they will play
their part in promoting laws that protect the best

In an age when censorship is derided, when the
s ! institution of marriage is seriously challenged,
permissiveness. It is a long time since the Labor when abortion on demand is increasing, when one
cany buy hard core pornography even from local
newsagents, we Christians must bear part of the
responsibility, We have tended to sit by and watch
the exploiters, humanists and others make the run-

Now is our opportunity, when the politicians are
most open to the public, to confront them and
gain precise answers re
field of moral and soci
citizens on the whole are not greatly concerned for
these, and are more inte
politics, but Christians should be prepared to vote
for the party or the candidate most likely to sup-
port righteousness and
integrity in the halls of power,

rding their views in the
al issues. It may be that

ested in bread and butter

truth and to act with




