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A friend of mine caught a burglar the other day. 
It was absolutely red-handed. The chap dfdn't knbw 
that my friend was at home, and he began to break 
Into the house. A qu !ck phone ca 11 to the pol Ice, 
and one rather astonished thtef was hustled away. 
But where wt 11 he go? What wt 11 happen to him now? 

I suppose that he wt I I be sent to prison, and It ls 
right that a person who breaks the I aw shou Id be 
punished. Burglary causes loss and Inconvenience to 
the ordinary citizen; It often causes considerable 
di stress and suffering as wel I. A woman I knew 
could not bear to be left alone In the evening 
aga In after her house had been burg I ed. So, off 
to gaol goes the thief - but that's not the end 
of the matter, for as one writer has recently 
asked 1 who dare be happy with flustral Ian prisons, 
as they are? 1 

One problem Is that they do not reform their 
Inmates. Some years ago the N.S.W. prisons 
department became the 'Department of Corrective 
Serv lees', but the change of t It I e on I y serves 
to mock the we 11- l ntent i oned efforts of those who 
have tried to rehab! I itate prisoners. The author 
I have just quoted, Dr. John Cleveley of the 
University of Sydney, speaks of 'this squalid, 
never-ending ritual of release, wrongdoing and 
recanmltal', and describes the prison systGm as a 
'vigorous industry employing pol Ice, lawyers, 
judges, prison and welfare officers, bu! lders 
and fencers ••• one of a.i r very few growth 
Industries' (S.M.H. 10/5/80) 

I .am not sure. that<1· the . focus . should be .on 
correction of the offender; but I am sure that 
there Is a crying need for strict justice within 
the prison system itself. If we are going to 
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perslst wlth thTs method of punishing offend ers, the 
whole communTty must be alert to the dangers of 
abuse and brutal lty. The captlve person ls ln our 
hands, and although punishment is justlf led, that 
punishment must never exceed what ls appropriate for 
his crime. Locking a person away ls punishment In 
Itself; subjecting him to brutal treatment and 
depriving him of human ri ghts ls the vengeanco of 
a slck and uncaring society. 

hav€ never vlslted a prison; I do know that the task 
of those who work in prisons ls eXC:eedlngly difficult. 
Prlson administrators and officers need our support 
and encouragement. They rep resent us; wo must not 
desplse what they do. But we must inslst that our 
prisons exhibit justice and humanlty ln their con­
struction and ln their admlnistratlon. Prison ·reform 
Is much spoken of these days, and. certaln well pub I iclsed 
&v~nts have drawn pub I le attentTon to the whole matte r. 
Th ls Is al I to the good, as long as It Is accompanied by 
a demand for justlce and compassion for those: whom we 
have Tn our power. If we do demand these things, .wa 
mu st be prepared as taxp.ayers to .foot the b t 11. An 
ove r-crowded and cruel prison is a standing rebuke to 
the soc I ety wh I ch a I I ows lt to ex I st. 

One flnal word on this subject. Prison offlc3rs , I Ike 
pol Icemen and so Idlers have great responslbl I lty because 
they exercise power over people In prlvate. But these 
men and women are just llke us - they feel th3 same 
burdens and hav e the same sins. If we want these pub I le 
servants to be upright, uncorrupt, compasslon:ite and 
just, we must hav e exactly the same standards ourselves , 
especlal ly In family I lfe. These are Chrlstfan virtu es. 
Wht.n· f-aml -.Hes become. ·spawn-ing '·grounds ·for ·gre9d·· and · 
unhapplness, when families actually teach the vices of 
self-indulgence, envy and selflshness, then these horrors 
wl I I be reflected ln our pub! le servants. The place for 
pr I son reform to start Is w !th us, l n OJ r own homes. 
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