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DISASTERS
Misfortune and sorrow overtakes all of us during life and
sometimes we suffer more severely than others. The
Bible story of Job is an illustration, he was an excellent

man, upright and generous and one who feared and reverenced
God as Chapters 30 and 31 of the Rook of Job make clear.
Yet he suffered terrible blows from misfortune: he lost
all his property, he lost his family through a whirl-wind
and he lost his own health for a long period of time, Yot
it is plain that these events were under the control of
God. Though they did not originate with God but with
Satan, they brought, in the end, a very qgreat blessina to
Job in a deepening experience and fellowship with his
Heavenly Father. So misfortune which overtakes Christians
should be turned into blessings, for that is the purpose
that God allows them. The only real blessing that

counts in the end is a deepening experience of God and

we may rejoice in our trials if this is the outcome,

But there 1s a further very important point to stress.
If looked at carefully:it will be seen that we deserve
every misfortune that comes into our life (even though
God intends it not for judgment, but for blessing). We
deserve God's judgment because we do not fear and
reverence God in the way we should. We are not sinale-
minded in serving God as, for example, our Lord Jesus
Christ was and anything short of his perfect character
is wrong and deserves correction and punishment., Thus
we deserve everv misfortune that overtakes us and we
should accept them as stepping stones back to God.

But we must not think that those who suffer are more
deserving of judgment than those who escape, we all
deserve it equally, This was the message that Jesus
emphasi -ed in the catastrophies which took nlace in the
community during His ministry,



Pilate the Roman Governor had executed some Galileans.
Jesus asked His hearers whether they thought thattheese
victims were more deserving of their fate than those who
escaped. This would perhaps be the natural view but our
Lord denied it. | quote His words from Luke 13:2, "NDo
you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than
all the other Galileans, because they suffered thus? |

tell you, no: but unless you repent you will all likewise
perish”, Our Lord then went on to comment on another
incident, It would seem that a tower had collapsed in |

Jerusalem and killed some of those standing close by,
Jesus again asked His hearers; "those eighteen upon whom
the tower of Siloam fell and killed them, do you think
that they were worse offendérs than all the others who
dwelt inJerusalem? | tell you, no; but unless you
repent you will all |ikewise perish”, e all deserve
judament and will all receive it unless we repent of our
Godlessness. “Unless we repent we will all likewise
perish”. Jesus®’ words were literally and ferribly ful-
filled a few years later Tn the destruction of Jerusalsm
and the ravagina of the countryside through Roman
invading armies. His hearers suffered much more fearful
and terrible deaths than the Galileans or those on whom
the tower fell, '

The lesson to us Australians should be plain, are we going
to sink back into our'comp;gcehcy,pleasure seeking, money-
making and sexism, or will we repent and:come awake To
God, who controls all the events .of Life and who controls
our eternal destinies? Nothing happens purposelessly.

The col lapse of the tower of Siloam should have been a
warnina that all deserve the same fate. The disasters
which occur in the world should be a warnina to us. We
equally deserve the same judgment and our Lord has
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warned that unless we Australians repent and cleanse our
lives and our society, we will all |ikewise perish,
Perish, not only as a nation overwhelmed by some enemy
but we will all individually perish eternally. That is
what we deserve and that is what we will inevitably
receive unless we repent of our Godlessness and
selfishness, and recognise Jesus as the Lord and

Saviour to whom we look for forgiveness and salvation,
and -hal low -God’s name In our own life and in our
national life,

God's judgment is a very unpleasant subject to speak
about or to preach ahout. But it is the most real factor
in life. We are surrounded.by the judgments of God and
we do ourselves or ofthers no kindness by skating lightly
over or ignoring the reallty of judgment. But we must
always speak of It as persons equally deserving of it,
but saved, | trust, from it.by the love of the Lord

Jesus Christ who bore it for us,

Do you sense the justice and imminence of God’'s judgment?
Then repent, turn back to God, fear and honour Him,
acknowledge Jesus as the Lord, call on Him and He will
save you, how and always, changing you from being under
God's wrath into being in His presence, so that even

death, whenever it comes, will no longer be a part of
God's judgment,.but rather it will be transformed into
a gateway for fuller fellowship and joy in the presence
of God, :
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