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LIBERTY IN QUEENSLAND

People who loosely call Queensland a “police
state” just cannot know what a real police state is
like. They can have no personal experience of life
in Pnrlugal Russia, China today, of Nazi Germany,

or of a good one-third of the member-countries of
the Unned Nations at this moment.

If Queensland cannot accurately by any means
be termed a police state, then it is by no stretch of
the imagination a typically free British community,
either. On the contrary, the erosion of civic liberty
which two decades have seen there must thoroughly
alarm any person jealous to preserve those concepts
about the liberty of the subject for which our fore-
fathers (including the men of Queensland themselves
in two World Wars) fought a long, hard battle over
-the centuries. That erosion of liberty has now reached
a stage at which, in the view of many sensible, mature
citizens, two things are apparent. The first is that the
citizen is less free in Queensland than in any other
State of the Federation. The second is that not a
great deal more in the way of restrictive legislation
is needed to give reality to the term “a police state”

Little can be done about this dangerous state
of affairs by outsiders. It is a matter for Queens-
landers themselves — it is pointless for them
to try to escape their responsibility by laying it on
their own Police Force, or their politicians, their
Press or their inferior courts. If their Police are
brutal, their politicians venal, their Press timidly
reactionary and their magistrates mere creatures of
the Police, as some Queenslanders insist, then it is
up to those who enjoy the suffrage in the State to
take condign action.

W hat occasions these remarks is, of course, the
astonishing chain of events which led last week to
the arrest of more than a hundred university students
and teachers who were enjoying an orderly, peaceful
enough march in protest against a ludicrous law
which made such a demonstration illegal!

Queenslanders are reputedly the easiest-going of
all Australians. They are certainly among the most
pleasant to deal with in everyday life. Yet, para-
doxically, they submit to restrictions upon their hard-
won rights to free speech and assembly which citizens
of Victoria, for example, generally accounted con-
ventionally-minded by contrast, would not tolerate for
a'moment. Rightly or wrongly, the Queensland Police
have the reputation, spread abroad by Queenslanders
themselves, of being the roughest, least fair and most
violent of any Police Force in Australia. W hether this
reproach against the Queensland Police is justified
or not is immaterial: a Police Force depends abso-
lutely upon its reputation, and it would hardly be
denied that Queensland’s Police do not stand very
high in the esteem of her citizens

In defence of these policemen, it is only fair
to emphasise that they are called upon to enforce a
number of thoroughly bad laws. It is no fault of
theirs that the law forbids a citizen to carry a small
placard, for example. Similarly, if the law forbids
any kind of peaceful procession without a Police
permit, and if the Police are prevented for purely
political reasons from granting such a permit, when
no question of public danger or inconvenience is
remolely involved, then it is not the Police who are

0 blame.

None the less, it was obvious to all who saw
the televised events of last week that the Queensland
Police lacked the calm efficiency in handling a mere
few thousand students, and the stoicism in the face
of verbal attack, which their colleagues in Melbourne,
Sydney and Adelaide nowadays shew. Such proces-
sions as that banned in Brisbane are taken as a matter
of courselfurther South. They have been the con-
ventional, respectable way for students — and older
citizens — to let off steam in civilised British com-
munities for years. It does seem to us time for
Queenslanders generally to ponder the dangers of
repressing expressions of protest, and to insist on
the kind of safety valve every other State has.

God’s House — or outhouse?
Australians who live in the country, and in new
housing areas, will be interested in one recom-
the Anglican-R Catholic Joint
Preparatory Commission, reported elsewhere in this
edition. It was that we should consider “as a matter
of urgency” the use in common of churches and
other buildings. Our countryside, new housing areas
and Army establishments have been too often marred
by that outward and visible sign of Christian disunity:
the group of three small buildings, frequently re-
sembling out-houses, euphemistically called churches,
but unworthy in fact the title of the house of God
The encouraging trend towards the use of church
buildings in common with other Christians should

more widely, and speedily, to be extended
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“Everything which touches the life of the nation is the concern of
—Dr Geoffrey Fisher
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HALL AND RECTORY TO BE
BUILT AT GREEN VALLEY
From A Correspondent

A crowd of some 450 people, including
visitors from all parts of Sydney, witnessed the
setting of two foundation stones, for church hall
and rectory, at S. Mark’s, Sadleir Village, in Green
Valley on September 3
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REVISED
PRAYER
BOOK
SERVICES

A THIRD EDITION of the Report of the Prayer
Book Commission, complete with the draft forms
of revised Servicesand the new Services, has now
been reprinted in view of the heavy demand. It
is available immediately.

Price: $1.00 (postage 5 cents).

MORNING PRAYER (8 pages): 6 cents each
EVENING PRAYER (8 pages): 6 cents each
HOLY COMMUNION (12 pages): 9 cents each
A MODERN LITURGY (20 pages): 15 cents each

THE MARRIAGE SERVICE (12 pages): 9 cents each
BURIAL OF THE DEAD (12 pages): 9 cents each
BAPTISM OF INFANTS (New Service)

(8 pages):

THE LITANY (4 pages):
A SERVICE OF CONFIRMATION
(New Service) (:

(4 pages): 4 cents each
BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION OF ADULTS
(New Service) (8 pages). 6 cents each
BAPTISM OF OLDER PERSONS
(8 pages): 6 cents each

THANKSGIVING AFTER CHILDBIRTH
(4 pages): 4 cents each
MINISTRY TO THE SICK (12 pages): 9 cents each

The revised Forms of Service of CONFIRMA-
ON and A CATECHISM will be avallable
m September.

wfreight is pay-

SPECIAL NOTE: Incumbents of parishes are
reminded that all orders should be
placed through diocesan registries, to be
transmitted to us through the Primatial

Registry.

The Book Department,
The Anglican
G.P.0. Box 7002, Sydney.

THE CHRISTIAN APPROACH
TO OTHER RELIGIONS

A new edition of this popular work by the
Most Reverend George Appleton, Arch-
bishop of Perth, Price:
40 cents (postage 4 cents)

is now available.

The Book Department,
The Anglican,
G.P.0. Box 7002, Sydney, N.S.W.



ANGLICAN THRDAY SPTEVER

PARISH HOUSE OPENED AT
HISTORIC GHURCH

MANY HELP WITH BUILDING

From Our. Own Correspondent
Adelaide, September 11
The Parish of St Mary’s, Diocese of Adelaide, on July 9 celebrated the
126th aniversary of the first service held in the district on July 4, 1841. The
present church was built in 1847, and opened for worship in September of

that year. 1841 was only five years after.the founding of the colony.
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ANGLICAN THRDAY SPTEVER
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