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AillillITSTRATION OF l'.:J.f.H; WTNJTI IN HOLY. COMJ�:lJNION • 
. ..,. ....,.._,....·,....-.-....... ('00"\o-��-� 

As the ·following p-ointe will be submi tt�d for the coneid.erat.ion
,(

. of the 
SeJ.eot Cornmi ttee O they are no·.v sent on wrjjth great respect t o the 
Members I in order to afford e.n opportunity for careful considru.�a-tion 
and to save time e.t the :meetings. 

8� E. L.Al-TG:I!,ORD SM!TH • 

�iJ.-9.lL.��en de d �v._Jlzr1_9�

That in view of the Report :presented. to the General Synod by a Select 
. Committee of Bishops concerning the use of separate cups in the ad.minis~ 

/ 

tration of the Holy Communfon, and. the recommendation tbat in certain 
cases the use of the Oommen Cup should not b� preas&'i

1 a Select 
Committee be and is hereby a:ppointeo., to consider and. report to the 
next �seion of thlie Synod: as to wbat is the law of �he Church aa to 
th� a.dminis.tration of the wine 

I, HI,STORY OF T� .AJJ1..4INISTB,ATIQN, _ 

. The Institution by our Lor,4� 

A._.___�Dr. Edersheim ea�. "The uee of Wine in the :Pasch.al Supp.er wae " 
11 st:r:ictly enjoilied by tra.dtion., .. even the poorest must have at tt 

"leaa-t_ four cupe though he were to receive the money for it from t1 

nthe poor' s box. 15 The Tsmple and ita Service0 p, 202 . 

If each had to drink four cup:e of wine during the feast it ls .unlikely 
that only one cup would be used. For a party of twelve thi.s would
involve filling the same cup 48 times during the feast, 

St. Luke's reference seems to suggest that the wipe was poured into 
each disciple I s cup XXII, 17 :1 Take this �nd div:i.de (or d.istribute) it 
among youreelvea i! - They could not d.ivida the cup itself.
The queat:i,on ae to whether each of the disciple3 had a �ep�rate cup haa 
been muc� diaputeq. ·but 

]. On �6th 190:9 e. special Report upon this queetion wa.a preflent­
ad to. the Church of 8cotland, �Y a. Select Cornmit+.,.ee numbering 56 members 
and including 16 Doctors of Divinity and 9 Unj_veri;;j_ ty Profeasora - tne 
following is a quotation :-

11At the Paaeo,;-er according to the oldeet a-v-ailable tee:timony 
1. '< .Ber.akoth V. 9� circa 150 A.D.) it wa� the rule for each 
noelebrant to- have a separate cup, and, in tb£. cou:r:93e of _th� 
"feast, the cup of e'-7.ch person f.l,ppeare to ha.ve been filled &t 
"least. four times (Ossterley and BJ)X� Religior., and Worship of 
Nthe Synagogue pp, 358 ff� Schaff Didaohe p. 39 Haetings D of 
tiI3 Art Passover). 11 

C. T�e well-lmQ�vn �icture by Leo�_d,o 9.&.....Y.�nci � the most ancient 
extant :picture of the Last Sup.per; painted AoD o 1480,-...1485 !3hows ea.eh 
of the Communicants with a oeparate cu.:p before him •··'' cf. F.!?.rrar� a 
The Go�pels i.n .Art pn2:;.4, 

)d. l'k,.,e late emin§D�....0...� ... s.l,et - Si,r W..y_keB�_Y..Ue wro!_e of the 
little cups 

�The�e are found within the graves of the Churoh Martyr� of the 
Ufirst century v.rhich they ha.d. used a.t Gorrunu':'lion du:d.ng the 5.r 
r.i1i�s and. whj_ch had. been 01.,\1.'ied with them as sacred things. ll 
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11. 'T''t.:-c., pn �c-r,,·- C"�· ·- --- r ,r_�, .. .,, . D,' V r,c,., - ·"!--• -��e._�� .. L.i1L .:;2:LJ:.:..i,!LtJL�,._,_¼c.� uHgi_�-

T... . ' f' . ·-· l ' r,-; C> �. n - ' .,.. . . -- . t' � rs -� h ·'- + 1 --� i . "'t . . , �.;.,�, J,$ .• a:i.� .... .f v.�,.,./3,:t' :trom ,.,ume.,.ous '11.LJ. 8.L ,.,.,_at, CJ •• 1.e r_x...,,.,.cups useo.
in the ea.rly Churcl1 were tl1e ordtnary hcusshol.d. cups 1 anci. ae -t.he 
Sao:rament was oon.:neoted w:3.th a :m,913,}. a.ac}1 Comru.v.ni.cant would m,ve his ovm

. f ,,, J. - -r Ii ,.. 4 r. R �r o up • c • r....c 1,., ,1.. .q.,::: � ;;J J. • \ • 

�J.hL��vs �It is known beyond doubt that tl:.e eGllX'ly 
Ch:ristians engravecl on their. Saorp.mie:nta.l vessels representat:i.on .. s of 
Christ. It is know·n alrac that the use of glass for ·sacramenta1 cups 
was forbidden in the Se,)ond Century •. , .. ,., •... 
We do find cu:ps and o:rnrunents, . , .. o but th.ey are so sme.J.J., these glass 
and metal ornaments. 11 

Rex Regn um by S:Lr Y(yke .Eayl is, X. Bo , JJ� S. A. :pp. 43, 5 5 � 

t.l:Glasa was no doubt 1n use from a. ve.ry early date.
0st. Jerome .... , .. , � WMi t.e e of EJ...'U:perius Bisho:p of Toulouse as beocc.ing i: 

"the Lord i s blood in a vessel cf glass. '1 
'':Platina asserts that Pope Lephyrinue (A, D.197-217) o:rdered thnt the � 
"wine should be conee0.'t=·mte,1 not as he:cetofore in a wood.en but in a 
"glass vessel. � 

Dictionary of Christian Antiquittes; Smith and Cheetha:n ... Art.Chalice 
Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels Article Cupo 

A reaeonable inference from the above is that individual cups ",/\,ere u.zed. 
in the Early Ohu:roh and that they were usually made of glass, 

II�I.AE:V At_OJJJ3_'l'.G'.!i[. 

Ae regards the whole Chr:i_stJan Chm:·ch there .is no such thing al'! 
the unbroken tradition concerning the adrni.nistra:t:i.on of the wine. 

l. ll;le Wgstern _Cb,y;r.Qh ,�Roman).

The Chalice began to be withdrawn j_n the 12th century. 
In 1..:115�the administration in one kind only was eo fa:r 
universal that the Oou.ncil of Oon�tance decreed it as a 
lawo Tl:ds was :re--affirmed at the Council of Trent 1551 
Prayer J3.oolc. :OictL:ma:ry pp, 234,-23 5. 

2. The ◊J:..tll,s>Jlgz:Jl�st e rn C.1,.ur__gh (G:i;'&�). -� _In.1,,inct i.o.n.

The people a::::e communicated outside the sc�.rnen, standing, 
the :r:n:-j_ei,rt holding the cha.lice with the particles of the 
consecrated bread in it.. He pJ..aoes both fud.nd.s together 
in tb.e Communicantr'it mouths wi.th the spoon, the deacon 
standing by ano. holdj_ng one end of the silk :Purifj_cator 
beneath each Communicant 1 f.'l chin; an.d afterward.s wipd\ng 
the Communic.ant 1 s mouth wtth the other end. .. 

P. B. Diet. p. 236. 
; • CQm!J.l_m.Y,;J;§._is the nan1e given to the ceremony of putting a 

part tcJ.e of the consecratC:,d b:read j_nto the c:b..a:1:!.ce .... 
It must be distinguished fron Intinction. the infusion 
of the v:rhnle contents of the paten j_nto the chalice with 
a view to the communion of the people in both specie� 
at once, 

Brightman Eastern Liturgie3 1 p. 58�.

4. Inatillatj"on.
Dipping a. piece of bJ:-ead ox· wafe:r, :Ln the wine and then 
placing it :Ln the Communicant: s mouth. 
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In the 14th Century rape.cial peet oha.2.icss were in use for sick cases to 
avoid. infection.during the time when the :plague was so rife. 
Aleo to avoid the risk of spilling, slender tubes or quills were used -
the Communicants drawing the wine from the Chalice by suctiono

Diet� of Cl'1.I'ist and the Gospels, p. 401. 

IV. THE �iwcO]' THE CHlIB.Qlh._.

Cf. The Preface concerning the Service of the Ob.urch .... last 2 clauses. 
Rubrics in Communion Service� The Catechism, Articles Il.'VIII, XXX
Canon ·20.. Communion of the Sick1 Various legal d.Bci sions.

The reference to the Bishop of the Dioce:.:H�1 in u,concerning the sei.;Vice of 
the Church" is as ehow'.n in previous pa.ragraph concerning the vario·ue
uses, and is only in case o:f 0 doubt '' or i'd.i verse use 11• No p6vie:r ia 
thereby bestowed upon the Bishop to alte:t the service in any way e,nd 
no order taken by him can bs i•contrary to anything contained in this 
book0 • cf. also Lincoln Judgment.

A careful reference to the above show� .-

1. That the Cup is not to be deni;ed to the Lay-people.
2. The bread and the wine are to be consecrate1t and admj:'i.istered

separately. 
3. A cup is to be used. in ad.ministering the wine i 

4. The wine may however ve consecrated in a cup chalice or flagon.
5. Tb.ere is no diJ�ection as to the number of cu:pe to be used.�

nor as to their size or the material of which they are 
made. 

As a matter of practice one two three or four c·u:'-js have been ueed in 
the larger Churches for many years.

There is no direction anywhere ±-n the Law of the Chti:rch that more than 
one Communicant must of necessity drink from the eame cup although the 

' minimum number to partake of the Sacr&Q.§_.nt is two. 

V. CO]il>ULSORY S!f.ARJ..NG O:[ A COM}m�LQT.Jl:_J:!OT_�TFORC]ID BY PRAYER :SQOK
r 

The attaching of a value or nece$sity · to sharing the .Coram.on Cup is -
it is respectful ly submitted - based upon sentiment 1 and ·is not support ... 
ed by the law of the Church, . . 
Had such a view been held by the Compilers of the P:rezy-er :Book they might
naturally be expected to hairs exp:ressecl it in some rubrical direction.
No such rubrical direction ie found. 
On the contrl'try �-

1. The Catechism_ p].aces beyond. all question the fact that the
outward and. ·visible sig..'Yl. or seal in the Sacrement i e 
Bread and Wine - No more and no lees. 

cL. What :i.s the Ov::-wa,:cd part or aign of the Lord.; s Supper'? 
A.ns. Bread and Wine. , . , " o • •  " 

The sharing of a co!Dmon cup is thus no part ot· ths s;y-:m.bolism. �md c:1.hriot 
be enforced ae neces�ary without a.dding a third element contrary to thc-? 
law of the Church, . _ .. . .. _ 
The Sac�ament has only two parts .._. the outward and Yif!i ble sign an:d. ·,the
inward a.nd spiritual grace :, 

and the common cup is neither the one nor 
the other.

.... ;i; ... ,,, 
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2. Ti1.is vi�w is a] so mQI-t.§.9-c._ by ithe loosene3s of language

A. 

B. 

in both past and present X'Uorioal di:rect::.ons. 

In ;,;he dj.re.9ti9n J;.p the Pri es:t, j.p. the 0:c·dQ.X_.Pf Oornmm1.i.QJ1 
.Qf_:i,,_.5..:1.-Q_ we rGad 11he s:hall bless e,nd conseo:cate the 
biggest Chalice or some fair or conven:Lent cul) or cu:ps 
f'ull of wine with some water put into it. Brightman -
The English R.:O:to, Vol,J.. p.LXXIIL 
ll.gai .. n. UJ?utting the wine into the Chalice or e�se some 
fair and convenient cup p.,:::eparect for that use (,if the 
Chalice will not :serve} 

In the Prayer Book of 1549 (let P. B. of Ed.wd. VI, ) w-e 
read -

0·Ther. shall the Minister ta.ke so much brsa.d ano. w:Lne as 
f!ahall suffice :for the persons appointed to :receive the 
11 Holy Oommunion i laying the "bread upon the oor:poras or 
11 elae in the paten or in iaome other comely thing :prepared 
tif or that purpose; and putting the wine into the Ghal:Lce 
l! or elee in· some fair or comrenient cup J?re:pa::r;ed fo:r 
:1that use. (if the chalice will not serve_), '1 

N. B. It is worthy of notice that the above wo;�ds '1 0halice oi 
el1>e some fair or convenient cup G are fol.J..oweo. late:r on in the servi..o'3 
by the rubrioal direction 11Hera the Priest shalJ., t.ake the cup into his 
hands"· showing that administration couJ.cl be made by .means of either 
the chalice or cu:9, 

' 

It j,e aleo worthy of notj_ce that in thvJ &au1e Prayer :B.ook (1549) in 
delivering the wine the words a,:re ,.,, 

t1And the Minister deliv�ring the sac:rm.ne:nt of the blood and. 
ugi ving every one to drink, etc .. 4 • • • • •  11 

The reference is not to the cup but to that which the cup conveys, 

In 1552 and onwards this is alte:reo. to t'thC?. minister that d.eliverer..l 
the ou::p 11 

C. In t.he :Prayer 'book of 1662 the d1:rect:ion is r,,he:re to
take the cup into his hand. i, 

ll.And here t·o lay his hand upon 8Very -:ressel (be i:t
chalice or flagon) in which there is any wine ·bo be
oonsecrated. �.

The above Note under B 
ueed in administeringo
the service about which 
ohalioe � aee aboveo 

shows that either the Chalice or Cu:p could be 
i1 The·• cup :i.e the 1re3SE:l ueed. in that. :pe,rt of 
the direction is g:.i.vene. •1 �01e t1 cup may be. a 

The words !tevery veaael 11 imply_ the p_Q..!i�JiJJ..J_j:,__y_ of the:re being eevere.1 
vasselo� and presumably as before administ:ration could be by means of 
cu:p or chalice o:r both. 

It is not argued. that Mris aut}).orise'-1 the .uee of j_ndiv:.i.dual cupf3, but it 
is respectfully sunmitted that in principle such use is not excluded .. 

There ie no cHrection ae to sharing the cup w1. -th tmother or others, 
although such a result would n.atlx:r-a.lly foJ.low as a gene:i:-al rule in the 
ordinary cou:rse of a.dmini strat.i�-m. 
Should �l the wine be e:pent before ri:i-acb.ing -th0 .last Cc:mmun:Lcant th� 
Priest is to conzec1:a te more�.. J:t wou.J.d be umHrn..aJ. out it, would no t, 
be unlawful for the nriest to ·use B, sepe,rate cuu o:c c}JJ:1,J.:Lce for .tb.3.t 
laet Comm.unj_oant, w-h� would in that oa·se lmve the use of an individual 
OUJ) aspecialJ.y if he ware aekecl as is somethtle� done t.o consume a.11 ·�ha 
wine that was in the cu:p b No law would b6 broken by such an act ion. 
In any case j_ t could. be an individual :po:rt:l.on of w:i.1::.0,;_

... 4 
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The last rubric in the o:.cder of Communion of 154-8 has the following 
'Significant nots. 

11·that if it doth so chance that the. wine ha.1.low-ed and
irooneecrate doth not suffice or ·be enough for them. that do
0taks the Coram.union� the Priest, after the first Cup or 
111 Chalice be em:ptied, m/::J.y go again to the alter and reverently 
"and decently prepare and consecrate another, and so the third, 
5 or more, likewise beginning a-t theae words ..•.• "' 

See the Prayer Book Dictionary Harford & Stevenson, p.650. 

VJ.. The Ofil.9-,IRAL GREEK does not �u:9port the yj_9w that aJ,.l are to 
drink 11out ofJI the one cup�

St. Matt. X:X.Vl, 27. Having taken a cup (oldest MSS o:m,it t.M-::1 d,�f;iptt§ 
article) 310f it (Ex autou) may here refer to the w:in.e. not the.· oµp ♦ 

Ex. need not mean "out of:i oom.p�:,:e otl:J.er ipassag-es where th,� El�� wOrd 
ie used, viz. w ·· 
St. Matt XXYI, 29. I will not drink henceforth of !,b.4@ _f:r.ui t of thEt 

vine. 
St. John IV. 12. Our father Jaco·oe •... and drank t4t3:i;eof EX AiJT-Otl -· ..... .. . ·- .... - .. ·- � 

In neither case could EX AUTOU bf.l translated literally rrout 9:t!t 

'.r'hia is the view taken in t.he report of the Presbyterian Di't'in�e 
previously referred to. 

In 1 Cor. XI. 25: HAs often aa ye eat this bread and drink the oUp'' 
the v.'l!lirds are lithe cup !! ,.,, yet manifeotly they could not drink the cup·. 
What S:t, Paul meant was tmi,t they were to dr'ink the wine which the cup 
aa a vehicle conveyed. 

In this passage a.nd in ,A.rticle XXX. and other places rithe cup" ia ueed as 
a figure of speeoho When the cup was reetored to the laity it obviously 
meant the wine which is one of the dj,yinely appointed. symbols and not 
the cup per ee, 

VlI. �ft(JNION BETWEEN CHRISTIANS 1 

It is sometimes urged that the use of' individual cups would destroy the 
unity of the Sa.crament. 

I submit that the unity between. Christian Communicants and the idea 
of Communion i n  this eense is only a aeconda!'y view of the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper ... the prim.ary view i a Remembrance, and oonaequently 
Communion with Godo 

Further, the idea of Christian unity ie em:phasise·d by S't. Paul more in 
connection with the bread than with the wine. 

of. l Corinthians X, 16-J.7 �we who are many are one· bread (R. V.-K..-loaf) 
R. V�

One body, for we all :partake. of the one bread (loaf)

Here the Unity between Christians is e,::pressed aa eymbdlised by the one 
loaf or one bread. Yet we divide the bread into incli vidual portions 
and administer to each individual separately. lf this does not deetroy 
the unity of the bread neither does it deetr'Jy the .unity symbolised by 
the wine to administer it in ind.iv:i.dual :portions. The cu:p being no 
l)e}rt of the eymbolism is merely a vehicle of convenience to convey that 
which is. 

VIII.. TBE DEC�SJ..Q11.J}I� by iP� .. late ARCHBI_8JIDE OF CAN_TERBJ]RY and· tb,e 
lfi t e ARCHBI SHO:P. _ _QJ.�§YllllJ.X.. -�_ 

The following· is from The Church Dj_rectory and Alme'1.ack 1903 
..•. 
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d.edicatecl. by special permiseion to His G:race the Arc:n.bisho::p of Oanterbu1:y ...

11The A.:rohbishop of .Canterbury hae been asked. -whethg,.r on account of 
possible tuberculosis contamination durh1g the administration of the 

Ohalice at the Holy .Eucharist 1i:i s Grace wi th.i..n the sphere of hie juri sc;li c ..... 
�iPPwae willing to allow each communicant to 'provid.e or be providerl with 
a small glass into which a :portion of the consecrated wine could be 
:poure.d for individual consumption at the altar rails. His Grace through 
his Chaplain replied that there was :nothing illegal in the 01.1..ggeeted 
practice. 

The la:tQ Archbiehop Saumarez ... Smith on being consulted on the same quest:i.on 
re:pl1e<i. through his Chaplain on 11th lTovembe:r 1904 that· 11'The Archbishop 
�'f.'.�, •• c • •  i·s · not convinced of the r.lSQ?Bsity of such a change and dist.inot-
ly disapproves of it. ..ttt, tl'.le ·same time Hi� Grace cannot actually forbid 
11the introduction of the· new system, ars there s�ema to be no contrav!3n, ... · 
fition of the law� 11 

It ie not argued that these decieicnB have a:n._v binding effect 1 but they 
are a.t leaat worthy of +espect a.nd consj_d.eration. 

JP CQN LUSION. IT I,S URGED +li£.l_ 

;l, � The Committee is to give it·s �re:tdict as to wbat the Law is, 
and not what it ought to be ,,. Ru.Jing of the Chairman. 

2. 'l'hat sharing a common cup i$ no part of the sy.m.boli am of
the Sacrament. 

3 ., That the .. cup ie a vehicle of copvenience only. 
�. Tba,t in principle the nu1nb,:::r of: cups j .. � a matter of 

indi :ff'erence. 

5. 

6$ 

That a lthough the 90:mmon cup �a.s oeen in use for several 
oentu.ries such custom iG not ·tYl:na.ing where no principle 
is involved. 

That the Lambeth Ccmfere�ce and Committee of Biahops admit 
that in certain caaes a departure fr�m the use of the 
Common Cup is neceaaary

R 
and therefortj any means whereby 

such difficulty can be effectively met without contra­
vening Church Law ahou.ld be candidly aclr..r1.owled�eo. 
irrespective of pe.ri::30:naJ. fceJ.ing or :preference. 

7. That the use of indi vidu.a1,. .oups does meet effectively the
d.i. ffi cul ty above ref�rred t n: and., thej_ r use in 1.mch
special c.aaee does not :r;,eoes�axily involve a contra­
vention of Church law.
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