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A GOOD DAY
EVERY DAY

Scripture: Psalm 118:24

It could be just possible that this sermon won't amount
to much. But one thing is sure: | have a good text. And, be
lieve me, many an average sermon has been saved by hav
ing a good text. And mine today is outstanding. In fact,
it's a combination of words tmk&rh into conscious
ness and made a rule of life, can change your life. Here it
is, from Psalm 118, verse 24: "This is the day which the
Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it." If
you will take that text and build your life around it, then
every day, come what may, can be a good day.

It is strange and sometimes sad what life does to people.
But even more strange and more sad is what people do to
life. Life isa gift of God. Itisa tremendous privilege to
live. When you handle life with skill, it becomes a fabulous
experience. And some people make it so. But unhappily
there are many poor souls who certainly do foul it up.
And all that you need to do to appreciate this tragic fact
is to read the daily newspaper, for therein you will find
in capsule form the story of people who took this precious
gift and messed it up.

| have two clippings which | saved. One is the story of
a poor little unhappy eighteen-year-old girl who hanged
herself. She left this note: "A year ago, exactly, | made a
sort of bargain with God or fate and this is my part of the
bargain. | agreed that if something didnit tappen
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past year to make life worth living, I'd duiatliving.
wasn't asking too much, but | didnPieget idlon't
think this is something brought on by lateSavieis.

is a coward's way out, so I'm a dguardion't have
the courage it takes to go on just existing.

So the poor little thing, not having any npiidance
having built her life around anything, put a noose around

her neck and ended her life at eighéeemsn't it?

Then here is the other clipping-from the same ne

paper, incidentallyis headed "Ex-Chicago Banker Kills

Self in WésfThe dispatch is from Las Veo-as, Nevad
ard 1t reh $A note requéstmg that mo members of h
family be allowed to attend his funeral and asking th

local night club entertainer be engaged to sing 'Good

Girls-I'm Through' at nonreligious funeral services w

found today with the body _of former Chicago
hanker, in a hotel here.

"Mr. 's body was found in the bathroom of a

hotel suite he engaged six dalle dgol been shot

through the head aB8 aaliber revolver was on the floor

besidethe body.He wasthe former vice-president of
____Bank in the city of Chicago.

"The note was addressed to the Bunker-Burke mortu
of Las Vegas and was tacked on the outside of the cl
door of the bathrd&With the note was a placard read
ing, 'Do not entiotify the Bunker-Burke mottuary.

Well, there younavean eighteen-year-g@dl with

everything before her and a fifty-six-year-old businessn{4

who had risen to the apex of materiaNsittwsef
themhad been smart enough to heed the answers

Jesus Christ gives, which could have made life endf“eos'ralgrf(<

wonderful for thehow fortunately, there are not many
who descend into such extremes of Baiturere, there
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and everywhere even in our great American culture there
are those who, while they may have achieved certain satis
factions, still find no great meaning in their lives, no deep,
throbbing joy, no sense of greatness in what they are or
what they do, who find life-to quote Hamlet!'fsadle
and unprofitable.
Not lgg ago, for example, | spent a couple of days at
a beautifulresort hotel-exquisiteplace, marvelous
Wulg_s, the building itself an architectythleggan
vice impeccable, the furnishings the finest that modernity
an provide, the meals delicious and served to the strains
J a stgng orchestralhe prices,understandablgre
r&thr high; a couple of days in this elegant establishment
#ut asong as my funds would hold\ik. being
uamted with the manager, | remarked to him "It must
youglo. of satisfaction to run a beautiful @lace like
this-to live m these exotic surroundings all the time and
also know you are contributing to the comfort and pleasure
of so many pedplmust be very rewarding.
"Would you think so?" he repliesin fed up with
it. I've often asked myself, 'Was | born only to do this?'
Just what do | det's face it, | run a too-comfortable
Flace for too-comfortable peomke things soft for the
sure of soft pedopdeilitate their eating too much
ood and drinking too much ligutdris what | was
born for?How, in this line of work, am | to get some real
meaningnto my life?" And the intensity of his feeling
considerable.
verywhere | encounter people like this.
wiﬁf&r example, | was speaking one night to an audience
'%g of about thggand salesmen plus a goodly
sp Imgf salesnien s wiMas. place was a big ban
quet hall, the occasion a convention of sales executives-
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nothing to do with any religious organization. And | was servers said about the early Christians. They ran out of
sitting at the speakers' table alongside of the chairman, words trying to describe them. They said there seemed to
and on my right was the chairman's wife. Now the chair be something in these people akin to the song of skylarks
man's wife was about thirty-five years old, a very well and the babbling of brooks. Christianity finally captured
dressed, very stylish, very attractive lady. But| could see the ancient world because something dynamic was handed
that she was edgy. She didn't seem to be filled to ovefrom heart to heart and swept like hallowed fire across the
flowingwith ecstasy at the privilege of sitting next to me. world. It was alivie was leaping, it was happy." And |
In fact, it seemed to bother her some. asked the woman, "Where in the world have you been all
Howeverl was having a very good time with the others your life?"
at the table. We got to telling stories and got into a gay"| guess | haven't been anywhere, for | certainly never
and jovial mood. | pulled out some of my old, threadbarefound anything like that. But," she added "if | did, |
jokes-and they went over like balloons. And when some  would go for it."

one else told a real good one | would hit the table and say, "Well," i said, "it's right here for the taking." And |
"That's great!" Finally the lady on my right said to me, think | made a little progress with this lady who was so be
"You know, | get the impression you're happy." wilderedat the idea thathristianitycould be happy.

“I'm glad it shows," | replied. Clearly she had never experienced the state of mind af

"Well," she informed me, "this is the first time in my firmed in that marvelous text, "This is the day which the
life | was ever this close to a preacher. And," she added, Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it."

"I must say | shrank from the experience. But here | am." | also told her about a dinner | went to in Holywood one
"Well, what do you know about that!" | exclaimed. time. It was quite a party: there were motion-picture stars
"Now," she pursued, "are you really as happy as you and there were several preachers-quite a mixture. And |

sound? You must be a throwback from something else. was proud of the fact that even though there were some

What were you before you were a minister?" screen comedians present the best stories told at that din
"Why do you ask?" | continued. "Is it because I'm ner were by the preachers. | am not referring to my own

happy?" poor jokes, either. But three or four of the preachers were
"Yes," she said, "that seems strange." really going strong, and they had these Hollywood people
"You thinkthat is strangeRady, the only strange fascinated by their sheer exuberance. A very famous ac

thing around here is the conception you have of a minister tress, whose name you would know if | were to mention it,
-and for that matter of Christianity. What do you think finallyremarked, "You sure are a crowd of gay lads. It just
Christianity is? Some big, soggy wet blanket laid down couldn't be, could it, that some of you sneaked a little in
upon people's spirits? An undertakers' association? Some  toxicant before you came here?"

thing repressive, something dull, something gloomy? Why, And they laughingly protested that this wasn't the case.
youought to do some reading. You ought to read what ob- But one elderly minister, his face simply glowing, looked
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at the. yaung actress and €d,htriey, you're ng@_t.l.” venture the assertion that if in every difficulty you
Weare intoxicateevery one of us. We have quaffed spj Il lagk for good you will find it. Sometimes you've got to
s ihic ! (f iy QUIRE PIMER Wiichmiaspiy@inlogica éf gogie to find it. This is the subtlety of life that many
O] I'.Te' Weiaresintoxicabed Witiithe Jiting pawer Oﬁsp %ple do not undérstand. Something they call "bad" hap-
Slqll'ﬂgnher eyes became misty and there was a wistfuf g? to them. And to them it's just ?ad. They @on't say @o

e . selves, "Almighty God has buned somethmg good m
on her face as she said, "l get you, sir. | ‘get you. | anm E@ I'm going to find it." But the person who se@rches

thatlc\j/vhat yo'ii're talking about is the greatest thing ird find, #nd later he looks back at that day which he
world." "

There are so many of the dull, formalistic, dour kiqsﬂdfcgvr?%?:ggig 3:3 e ek givachamdoctetyl. Every
Christians that it is hard to get the real idea across. % i

e . '2tme close with this incident: Some time ago | was
are so manyrisi@ns from whoothing dbs wren st@ying brjefit a hotel in New England and | went to the

younmeeithemitlatsuresomespeopie. okt ymila %@ Rotary Club to make up my attendance. In walked a

number of Christian men and women who really

I'm saying. But, thanks be to God, there are an mcre ﬁ%@om I'd known for years, though | hadn't realized
zest of it, who get so close to Jesus Christ that the

3dre-located in that town. And he greeted me like a
ost brother. "Bill, they're trying to get me to make a

fused with it. They are the ones who understand the g

ing of the affirmation, "This is the day which the RS i : i ten riA .

nath made; we wil reoice and be glad it o1 e sdthats ddleuaormanyoulst
Every day can be a good day. Ah, but some Eﬁa t hereeneh '

objects, "Wait a minute! You know that there is vaq| %;;I'd Fl)ove torhear you." And when the time came

in our days and you're just bound to have some bad q%}’%h .
. e speech this man stood up and gave one of the great
LeRbemsure, vastiongiclgiwrote: est talks | ever heard. It was his own story.
Into each life some rain must fall, Bill had been president of a small bank in New York
Some days must be dark and dreary. State-in Westchester. He drew a good salary. It was a

. . . . . 0qd niche and he thought in terms of being in it until re
That is true. But just what is wrong with rain? And ﬂ+§nent. But then a certain local clique got control of the

what is wrong with some darkness in a day? Of \COUESE threw Bill out in order to put one of their cronies
there are going to be hard days. There will even be trﬁgpﬁ% place.

days. But the important thing isn't whether you have dak 4o s afterwards he walked the streets in a rage. He

days. It's what you do with the dark days. The impoftantye ' men who had done this to him. He vowed to get
thing isn't whether you have hard, tragic experiences, with them if it was the last thing he did. And by

what you do’withithe hard, tragic experiences. nursing his hatred he imperceptibly developed a resentful
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: . it. idn' t th It all at -1 't tell
attitude toward everybody. He got to hating life and Bé yetgalil HHeed'ﬁandt ?Oe kee?)r((e)snu pr?ayhangﬁgcgaycacgme
IREE = . . when his hatred lifted.

Meanwhile he started looking for another job, but noth Not long after, he was offered and accepted a subord
ing opened to him. Being in and out of New York City ;gate position ina bank in New EnglagkdeAvas of
lot, he came to services at Marble Collegiate Churc h a spirit now that he was able to make himself ext
cquple of times, then_ said he WOUId. like to have a diable to this bank. He rose to the: top and became its
with me. When | saw him he told me bitterly, "I don't unpresident.
derstand why | ha\_/gn't been able to get a position A at day at the Rotary Club he said, "At the time I
where. I'm well qualified. I'm not ?Id enough for age to b‘fhought the day when I was fired from my old bank was
§" obstaclg. Ilhavea lot to offer. the worst day of my life. But actually it turned out to be
Well, .I didn't haye 3 be_ fog smarF to know that r&?ﬁ?of the best days. If it hadn't been for that day | would
was doing sqmethmg to his personality thaﬁ cou"Id M3&Ebe here now-where I'd rather be-and, perhaps more
men shy off him when approached about openings. "Peopig,, tant, I'd have missed the diseswvaout lifehich
unconsoously pick up_thls sort of thing," | Fold him. Th_ey| made through ,having to fight and wm a battle with my
sense there is something wrong. | don't think you're AOING o Giberiesa b N te. "
to get very far, Bill, until you get this hatred out of YOt o nesemabdark shars day comes to you, stand off and
system.” . . , ' : take a look at it th'ink of Jesus and say to 'ourself "This
e .thmklng Ehisipvier Jakra m|_nute Billfisaid, "Maybels the day WhiC|’; the Lorthath made; )\/Ne w>illl rejoic'e and
el .BUt kiow agiliaets qie () Tian iIWasiiiie WorStbe gllad in it." Then rip its difficulty apart, for somewhere
il gftrﬂyt"ﬁ those double-crossers gave me. How g o, il find the bright good which Almighty God
e"g H 'taae x| elrlnl. " S At it ot Sraitand cab laid up there for you. It's a deep truth, builbénés
Pr rafyr'th me'n Eggo sted ot s>ilncerel fof is§nce of life itself. Every day can be a good day if each
th:?’/n "o SRt Y g i y 9y y you place yourself under the guidance of Jesus Christ
"What! Pray for those so-and-so's!" our Lord and our Saviour.
"Yes," | said, "you've got to pray for them. You're a Pr .

. i : . ayer: Our Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for all the
IR Ou? ASk. the lordatoyheipgyou forglvg ¥ou have given usy. We are sorry that we have messed
ittb:;? s anad sttgrg V;'rscg'%% tgeri\éVﬁectltﬁ S not easy's@%ﬁany of them up, that we have failed to find treasures

W ﬁ Qi kW y h i Iy it i h{.' battl in the difficulties. But here we have this day and tomorrow

ell you know, when a real man is fighting a battle he, 1o hext day. Grant, 0 Lord, that we may demonstrate
ggats a resuhlt. Itg oriy thekwn:]y-mllf th?ft don;mghe;c lrlesultsm our living that every day, be it dark or sunlit, can be a
-because they don't make the right efforts. Bi Ak !

a strong man. And though this was a hard prayer, hegoOd gayiglinep climle s mCipistobiliard. Amen.
11
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Dr. Peale will preach in the pulpitof Marble
Collegiate Church, Fifth Avenue at 29th Street, New
York City eachSundayuntil late August,1965.

There are two serviceat.9 :45 A.M. and 11: 15
A.M. The church is fully aireconditioned.

If

World's Fair Week-End Tours are available,
combining a visit to the New York World's Fair,
sightseeing in New York City and a visM&oble
Collegiate Church. For full particulars and a folder

explaining detaitsijte to:

DR. HOWARD MLeSOURD

685 West End Avenue New York, N. Y. 10025
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