Written on the folder containing the following correspondence are the words:
Correspondence regarding the initiation and organisation of ACW.

Criticism of the resolution of the Australian Council of Churches and the first steps of
the Interim Committee
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~ The Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital

For WOMEN and CHILDREN

LONSDALE STREET,
MELBOURNE
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Wormen '> Loxx

February 28, 1963

The Rev. Isabelle E. Yerry,

The Queen Victoria lemorial Hospital
for Women and Children,

172 Lonsdale Street,

MuLBOURNE, Vice

Dear Kiss Merry,

I did not reply to your letter of January 31 because, having
been absent in A until February 5, I though% it best to leave you
to call me on the following day, February 6, as your letter sugiested.

However, you did not call and therefore I thought I should
make some answer to your letter.

The person to whom you refer is probably the lady who asked
the same questions and made the same argumerts of inoconsistency at
the meeting of the Women's Inter~Church Council in Victoria which I
visited last year.

The answer is really very simple. e are concerned with the
co-operation of men and women in church, family and society and
indeed are bringing Madeleine Barot to Australia later this year from
the TCC Department. We are also aware that if we are to promote the
Eoumenical Movement effectively in the local church, we need to work
far more than we do through the existing organizations of our member
churches. The Ausiralian Christian Youth Council works through the
youth groups a3 a coherent organizational structure in our church life.
Women's organizations also have a degree of coherence which requires to
be recognized. )

The purpose we seek to promote is to draw the women's organizations
of the looal congregations together in something more than ad hoo
occasional meetings together such as Women's World Day of Prayer. It
is also to encourage women of the churches either interdenominationally



or in their denominational women's organizations to work more
effectively by providing and encouraging the use of spscially-
prepared material. This will often happen in conjunction with a
looal Inter-Church Council, and in many cases mey be the first
step towards a local Inter-Church Council coming into beinge.

There is no inconsistenoy between this and the work for
the co-cperation of men and women in church, family and society.
If there is, then our Congregational Women's Fellowships should
cease, both at the State level of which you are the President,
and at the loocal congregational level, to which no doubt your
oritic also belongs.

Yours sincerely,

: _ Harvey L. Perkins
HLP/VS Gonozol Socretarye
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Reverend Harvey L. Perkins, T
General Secretary,

Australian Council of Churches.

Dear Mr. Perkins:

Thank you very much for your letter of
the 28 ult.

I am sorry I did not call you; but I
realized you would be very busy at that time and
was reluctant to bother you with what to me seemed
a most unintelligent question.

T am most grateful for your written
renly, portion of which I shall read at our next
executive meeting.

T am afraid T find these people tod
irritating; and am very thankful to work in a hosp—-
ital where ones colleagues dare not ask ridiculous
questions where 1life and death are concerned.

Again many thanks,
Yours sincerely,

¢
{

ISARELLE %. MERRY
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Hm a letter from the Reverend Winifred Kiek M.A.,B.D. to J.¥.Barker
April 22nd,1963

"It is good of you to be such a champion of the work we did with women's groups
under the aegis of the World Council of Churches. As you say,it seems to be
completely forgotten by the present day officers, I don't suppose this really
matters. We can only hope and pray that some good was done and that the ground
now being traversed will not be quite as virgin soil. Perhaps some of our pioneer
work may have prepared the ground for the latée efforts.

It is certainly surprising to read Mrs.Dey's statement "the committee started
off with no precedent whatever to follow,and had to feel its way in every step
taken", and again, "I would havw thought that Mre.%yllie was bresking new ground.”

imong my files somewhere,l expect f still have my letter to John Garrett (possid}y
dated 1950) in which I suggested to him that if I could persuade the various

State Women's Inter-Church Councils to form a federal body they might be the
natural organisation through which our "leaven" could be active, He replied--

{I'm writing from memory) that this would be quite alright,but no spparate or-
ganisation of women was desirable within the World Council of Churches. In view

of his agreement I obtained copies of the constitution of each State Women's Tnterew-
Church Council,and tried to co-ordinate them. It was very difficult,as some States
included bodies that were not Churches, and some had Uniteriins.

Another matter related to the present effort,and so far apparently unmentioned,

is the Austrglian body that came into existence when our State "orld Day of Prayer
Committees met in Melbourne to compose the programme for world use., T believe that
our lirs.Dabinett of South Australia is now Secretary of the alleiustralian Commit-
tee., Bye the bye,T rang up this morning and discovered that our South Australian
United Church Council had received a communication from Sydney re the formation &
of Australian Church Yomenj they are about to discuss it,I understand,but whether
the World Day of Prayer has been approached I do not know.

Thank you for your desire to emphasise the work I did for the World Council of
Churches and women's groups. I have copies of all my amnual reports %o the

World Council of Churches,but L don't want to seek recognition in any way. It
doesn't matter,so long as the work goes on---so please don't emphasise the point
when you write to Sydney. Your statement that "it would be sounder policy to

work through the (existing) State organisations”is really in line with Mr,Perkins'
own letter to me,isn't it? It certainly was the basis of all my efforts.” {

|




85 Sackville Street
KFEW BE.4,VICTORIA

The Reverend Harvey Perkins M.A. B
Secretary

Australian Council of Churches
Kent Street, SYDNEY, N.S.W.

Dear Mro.Perkins,

For some time pasif,s orrespondence with Mrse
John Dey (and also with the Reverend Winifred Kiek) on the subject of the Report
'sent dseat out by the "Interim Committee for Women's Work" under the auspices of
the Australiam Council of Churches;but,for varions reasons have hegitated to do so.
T had almost completed a letter to you just before Eastergbut it das not sentl

At the end of last week our Women's Inter-Church Council of Vietoria (W.I.C.V. for
short) heard a most interesting Address on her recent visit as & delegate to the
South East Asia Conference, by Mrs.T.H. Coates. Mrs.Coates and T did not have an
opportunity of speaking to each other after the Meeting,but later she phoned me in
order to convey to me a greeting from the Reverend Nomman Cocksy and she then asked
me what was happening in connection with "Australian Church Wbmen;and we talked on
the phone for quite a long times Mrs.Coates was quite startled as T began to enmum-
erate some of the problems and diffieuli¥es which many of us were seeing in this-w=-
in comstrast,of courseywith others who were ready to aceept the new set-up with un-
questioning enthusiasme After following with close and symnathetic attention what
T had to say, Mrs.Coates said,urgently,that someone should follow this up,but that
she spmidxmet had no authority to do so as she is not a member of this Committee, T
was,of course,well aware that Mrs.Coates was the real instigator of this from the
time of the A.C. Conferebce held in Melhourne in 1960,whengon the Sunday evening,she
called together some of us women delegata®s,and propounded her ddeas,and later passed
them on to you in wiiting.

T then said to lirs.Costes,that T had mo authority either,but was so concerned
about the whole matter that (ifiter consultation with a few of my colleagues here) T
had taken certain steps with the "excuse" that,as a a foundation member,and also a
recently elected }ife-member of the W.TI.C.V., and also as a life vice-President of
the Congregational Women's Fellowship of Australia, T was perhaps in a position to
hold a kind ofwiwekkimgxhrief¥ "watching brief" endeavouring where possiblejand if
needed,to link the best of the old with the mew,while at the same time kecping as
oven a mind as possible as regards new and progressive movements.

Mrs.Coates was kind enough to concur with this attgtude,and to express appreoi-
ation of the stevs I had so far takenm,and to urge that I write to you,as she thought
you should be msde aware of the re-actions we are experiencing here in Vietoria,in
an increasing degrec. So here goesdt——ee—ee

You will be aware,T think,that T wrote to MrseDey (who is a friend and colleague
of mine) asking her certain leading questions on which I hoped she might throw dome
lighqlfand T know that one of these}pints,at any rategshe referred to you and to Mrs.
Wylidee Here follows a summary of the questions raised,and of the replies which
I received directly---or indirectly---from Mrs.Dey:'"@imay say that she wrote me,as
she always would do,a very mice and friendly letter,the tone and substance of which
did mueh to relieve tensions and some misapprehensions caused by the reading of the
original Reportgd-----=- T began by reporting the original shock caused when (notwith-
standing the Rewmrt Address you gave at the Meeting of our W.T7.C.V. in November last)
it was difficult to see how this new move could be reconciled with the definite re-



2.

affirmation made at Wew Delhi that there should be no women's organisation in cone
nection with the ch.gi even though you explained later in a letter to Mrs.Kiek,g;(
paragraph of which &R h&uoted to me,the settimg up of an Feumenical Promotion
Division of the Australian Council,under whiech this new Avstralian Church Women
project was included, ~======- I may say here that it was I who was distinctly under
the impression that in youraTalk to our W.T.C.V. in November, you had used the term
"Auxiliary",and that this was later confirmed by another member who had been present
on that occasion. T do nmot think that you k= then enlightened us re the forming of
this new Division of the Australianm Council. Anyhow this information conveyed to me
by Mrse.Kiek;didsas T said to Mrs,Dey,resolve,to some extent,this problem.

My 2nd question was to the effect:- How had it come about that this new organisation
had been brought into being without consulting,or even informing Mrs,Kiek of the new
project when she had held,for many years (since 1946) the positidm of Tiaison Offécer
between the Australianm sfx€hmr Council of the World Council of Churches (as it was
ther called) and the World Council,and h2d rendered such valusble serviee in keening
our main Australianm Chureh women's organisations informed,;through questioonnairesgnd
information generally--latterly from Mlle (now Dr.) Madeleine Barot,whom Mrs,Kiek met
when she went as a delegate to Evanston? Was it possible,T asked,that information,
including names gnd addresses of her Correspondents throughout Australia amd beyedd,
hzdxnsixkeenxpanzedxsnxtoxher sent by Mrs.Kiek with her letter of resignation to the
Secretary of the Australian Council,had not been passed om to the one apvounted to
suceeed her--Mre.Wyllie(?). We had all been missing very much,in recent years,the
kind of information regularly sent to us by Mrs.Kiek.

Mrs.Dey's reply to this was that she was "afraid she had not sufficient knowledge to
comment" on my reference to Mrs.Kiek,bnd that she"would have thought that Mrs.Wyliie,
as Convener of this Committee,was breaking new ground". ! Eezmtier in her letter,rs,
Dey had said that their committee had been in difficulties,as it had "started off
with no precedent whatever to follow,and has had to feel its way with every step t
taken. ™ Mrs.Coates'comment to me on this was "Then there has been a lapse in cone
timiity,and that information mus ve been destovpyed in the officel "™ T too wonder
more than ever,if this is so,&4 with other material over which Mrs.Kiek had
also taken a great deal of pains. (Vide lettter enclosed.)

3rde This was the query that Mrs.Dey reports having refeméd to you and Mrs.Wyllio) -
The incomplete and apparently quite abi,itrayylisyof Organisations which it was en#
visaged as comprising the constituent parts of the new orgaisation. As T explained
to Mrs.Dey this di me home esgpecially to us in Vietoria,in view of the position
held among us,an 1 we hove be held increasingly,by Mrs.Colonel Saunders,and iso
the fait);t‘ul support of our W.I.C.V. by her colleagues,busy women among their leaders
and Officers, Mrs.Saunders was careful to state thHat she was not ggki this as 2
personal matter,but it did give her seriously to think whether she withdeaw her
cons¥nt to be nominated to again become Seeretary of our W.I.C.V. when Mrs,Pell re-
tires in June. Mrs.Dey's response to this was quite re-assuring,but how were we tto
know that,sccording to thexiizt Mrs.Dey,the list given was just as "examples" (?)
Surely it would have been fitting in such a cirocular,to have included as a start,
women's organisations of constituent Churches of the fustralian Council,which would
of eourse have included the Salvation Army. And why/ever should the "Fellowshp of

the Least Coin" have been included--a movement of which most of us never heard
though we have been somewhat enlightened sincel Tn any case how could they be in-
cluded under the UMBRELLA of “Australian Church yhmen; (?)

4+ By what authoryty shguld this Ad Hoe Committee take it upon themselves to choose
the personnel of the group in Vietoria to prepare the programmeé¢ True they are
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most exceklent people. None better could have been chosen. But is this(hand-pickingt
by the Ad Hoe Committee,an indication that existing Tnter-Church Councils are to be
by—pazé’ed or over-ridden by arbitrary decisions and actions of this Tntermim Com-
mitteel!/ If so this will be in danger of leading to the estab}ishment of parallel
orgglsations in each State, which as many of us can foresee,and with which Mrs,
Coates fully'concamu#,would lead to endless difficulties and misunderstandings.
Mrs.Dey gives as the reason for this thet "Fhe idea of working as far as possible
ihrough existing State and local women's organisations has certainly not beem over-
ooked;maybe it would hsve been good to have considered this more carefully in this
instance,but it is necessary for this work to be ®armied out expeditiously (the under-
lining is mine 3. W®.) if the material is to be available for next year & etce ".

5. My 5th point is $HE'of FINANCE. How is this new organisation o be finsnceds
This question “rs.Dey ignores entirely,snd many people are,naturally asking this
questi iem%%ll‘that we have to go upon,as I see it,is your deffmite statement to
us in gﬁn! 38t that the Australian Council has no funds with whieh %o finance
such a venture, And there it was left in the air.

Now for some inside comments which Mrs,Vsates thought I should pass on to mou. At the
beginning of the yeargsome of us feared that this questitdon of the new Organisation
was going to camse quite a serious divis\ion among the members of our V.T.C.V.
Several of our members,amcluding leading officers and others,were quite "sold " on
the new idea,and inclined to look askance and regard as reactfbnary,any who dared to
criticise or ask awkward questions. At the Meeting last week,however,those of us
who had a real "concern" about this,were quite surprised to find quite a change of
attitude among certain of the enthusiastf®. Tt was obvious that,perhaps through con-
ference with certain of their organisations,the scales had begun to fall from their
eyes? Mrs.ﬁell,for one,was most indignant because their national Baptist Women's
Organisation had not received a copy of the material sent out. Mrs.Ste‘%ns,a very
fine leader among the Anglican groupshad reported so far,that as far as she was
aware, their Mothers' Union had not heard;nor their national women's group,whose

name i cannot now remember,nd of whieh I hzd not previously heard. She was surprised
too to jearn that the G.R.B.®. had been brought into consulation with a women's
group;the Presbjsrian folk were much subdued,and T gathered fronﬁ one of them that
their Vietn. P.7.1.U. had sent in various questions to be answered by the Interim
Commitfee. I am in close touch with our National President of the Congle Union of
Australia,the Rev.Henry Wells,and with officers of our Women's Fellowship of Austral
lia. The State Yrganisations are looking to them to give a lead in this,but whether
decisions will be made pubfic before the Bienmial Assembly to be held in Prisbane in
May of next year,I do not yet know. It was decided at dhe Executive of our W.T.C.V.
to hold a special meeting to discuss all thison the morning of londay the 20th inst,
to last until the afternoon if necessary.

One wonders,whether,in view of all this eare and hesitancy,the Interim Committee
will continue to carry on making decisions which will more or less affect us all,and
we 8till wonder what will happen about the State Inter-Church Councils which have been
left out in the coldl

And now one final point:- Members of our 7.I.C.V. have come to the realisation that
every suggestion of future working an§r8¥o§¥gs§§ga§eﬁf¥gady been arrived at and put
into action by our W.T.C.V. We began the cbservance of World Community Yay over 20
years ago; fellowship Day was estab}ished about ten years later,and this is growing
from strength to strength,being held now in July in suburban and country areas with
Group Meetings., Many of these are co ng in action with regular meeting# held
quarterly or monthly,often with some practical objective for which to work together.
This is surely a2long the lines of developing contact s in local arease
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Further teflection on the information a2s it is given to us indicates that this
Interim Committee has appropriated to itself,as its own ideas,much of what the
W.I.C.V. has been thinking and acting upon over the last twenty years and more,

and it now proceeds,in its latest series of Resolutions to indicate to all State
Women's Tnter-Church Councils,including Vietorig,a date of their (the Ad #0C Come
nittees choosing,with instructions as to methods and means by which World Community
Day shall be carried out this yeari!

By what possible authority,or reasoy can such a Committee,on which none of usg~
other than the New South Wales Inter-Church Council, has representationg®issue,
imxeffeet suck instructions,or recommendations(?)

I persobally would hope that,in the light of this last and other matters uvon
which T (& probably others too) have been commenting,that every organisation con-
cerned would issue,in effect, a vote of ‘Wo Confidence’in this Taterim or Ad Hoo
Committee vntil such time as it may be re-constituted more along the lines as
thosc previcusly set out when the New South Wales Tnter«Church Council met with
the Australian Council of Churches Committee investigating Women's work, on Thurs-
day,October 4,1962,

Yours sincerely, %“'M”\%W
' )

(Miss) Jenet N.Barker
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