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RIST THE MASTER

OF CIRCUMSTANCES

t was natural that the multiplying of the loaves in a desert place to meet
eeds of so great a company should have deeply impressed those who
ised the miracle and shared in that bounty.

But it is St. John alone who tells us the ‘actual turn their emotions took

ow our Lord met it.

'Jesus therefore perceiving that they were about to take him by force,
ke Him King, withdrew again into the mountain alone.”
g

1 has a natural appeal. The pro-
>f free food would have a strong
to the average man in the East.
the conditions of living for the
n people are well below whatwe
iralia would regard as the bread

it would be safe to say that
g in every heart in that vast
of men was bitter resentment at
man occupation. And the con-
juestion in the mind of every
would be “how can we rid our-
>f this foreign oppressor?”’

those men sensed in Christ
and mastery. But how could
wer be harnessed by them and
d to the end they desired?

they coerce Jesus?

as at this point that Jesus con-
d his disciples to enter the boat
urn to the other side of the sea.
mself after dismissing the multi-
went up into the high ground
to pray, and no doubt to spe-
commune with His Father on
w turn of events,

n follows in the Gospel narra-
. story of the fifth sign recorded
John—Christ walking on the

Augustine in his Tractates dis-
t this miracle says, “Because
{Himself is the Word of God
> the deed of the word is a word

esi<ley behold Jesus walking on the
‘c'if._ 'This was the deed, the sign.
W3t is its significance ? -
i

In the Dark.

First we see the disciples without
Christ. It was now dark and Jesus
had not yet come to them. And the
sea was rising by reason of a great
wind that blew.” -

Is this not a picture of man's case
without Christ—darkness, a rising sea,
and a great wind? In both Matthew
and Mark we read, ‘‘the wind 3®as con-
trary.” By the fourth watd¢h of the
night they had only made about
twenty-five or thirty furlongs. They
were now 'distressed in rowing’ and
really at the end of themselves. Isaiah
says of his day: “We grope for the
wall, like the blind, yea, we grope as
they that have no eyes,’ like men in a
dark room, groping for the door. Dark-
ness, defeat, and disappointment char-
acterised these men in the boat. They
could make no headway against these
rising seas and contrary winds. Cir-
cumstances were too strong for them.

The word circumstance means that
which stands round about. Man is not
able in his own strength to master his
circumstances and that for twq reasons.
The surrounding world is hostile to our
highest good. And we have an evil
nature within us that apart from God's
grace readily responds to the evil about
us. Without Christ man's case fs
hopeless.

Dread.

We next read of the disciples: ‘‘they
behold Jesus walking on the sea and
they were afraid.”” This fear is due to
misapprehension. It was still night
time and they thought they saw a

ghost. “They were troubled, saying, it
is an apparition; and they cried out for
fear."”

But is not this a true picture of the
first and natural reaction of the soul of
man to Christ? When Christ ap-
proaches we know instinctively he
comes to rule. Human nature dreads
that rule, especially in the circum-
stances of to-day. The rule of Christ
means a complete change. Life is then
under new control and is given a new
direction. Only grace can draw the
heart to consent to this. In our Lord's
day people outside the pale socially
and religiously like harlots and the
men who gathered the taxes for the
Romans found it easier to welcome
Christ than men whose social status and
religious habits satisfied both them-
selves and their fellow men. The
social outcast had less to give up.

A Voice is heard.

The next step in the story is the self-
revelation of Christ and the response of
the disciples. "‘He saith unto them, it *
is I; be not afraid. They were willing
therefore to receive Him into the
boat.”

There are two words here that call
for special attention. The first is the
word “‘willing." If man’s life is to be
turned to God, or as we say converted,
the will is the pivot on which it must
turn. The consent of the will is the
crux. Jesus said to the unbelieving
Jews: “Ye will not come to me that ye
might have life”’; which means they
had no will to come to Him.

Again in this gospel our Lord says:
“If any man willeth to do his will he
shall know of the teaching whether it
be of God." (This challenge still
stands.) And to some Jesus said
plainly, “Ye are of your father, the
devil, and the lusts of your father it
is your will to do.” But perhaps the
most pathetic use of this word in the
gospel narrative is found in Luke.
When Pilate failed to gain the consent .
of the Jews to release Jesus, but was
forced by popular clamour to release
Barabbas instead, “him that for insur-
rection and murder had been cast into




2 The Australian Church Record

April 5, 1951

prison,” we read, "'but Jesus he deliv-
ered up to their will." The other word
to be specially noticed here is the word
“receive.”

In the first chapter of John we read
“He came unto his own and they that
were his own received him not. But
as many as received him to them gave
I the right to become children of God
even to them that believe on His
name.” The Church of Christ's day
rejected Christ but individuals received
him and received him through faith.
An instance of Christ's rejection by his
own is found in Mark at the trial of
Jesus before the high priest and coun-
cil which ends with the words, "“And
the officers received him with blows of

their hands.”
The Lord in the Boat.

This brings us to the climax of this
story and answers the question with
which we began, “And straightway the
boat was at the land whither they were
going."’

Christ is the Master of circum-
stances. Kingship, Lordship, Mastery
inhere in Him. Christ came into that
boat as Master. = With Christ in the
boat and Master of the boat, the storm
(the wind and the sea) was mastered.
The Lord does not transfer the mast-
ery to his servants. [t is He only Who
is Master. As he is in us and we abide
in Him He makes us conquerors. He
is the victor and the conqueror of
every force hostile to the believer's
good or hostile to the Lord’s purpose
for the believer. It is the Lord's pre-
sence that gives mastery over circum-
stances. Long ago there was one walk-
ing with the three men in the midst of
the fire. That is why we are able to
read: Nor had the smell of the fire
passed on them."”

This truth is expressed in language
both poetic and picturesque by the
psalmist. ~We would advise every
reader to learn the one hundred and
fourteenth psalm in the Prayer Book
version by heart, and then learn to
sing it to the simple chant Tonus
Peregrinus as set in the Australian

Psalter. Mothers will find themselves
singing the Psalm as they go about the
house and fathers on their way to
work

As we ponder the meaning in this
psalm of the words “sanctuary,”
“dominion,” ‘‘presence,”’ we see how
parallel its message is to the sign that
we have been considering.

And so we sing it over with the
memory of our Lord's promise, ‘‘Lo,.I
am with you all the days.” It becomes
to us a spiritual tonic, a medicine for
the soul, and we are lifted above the
depression of adverse and hostile cir-
cumstances. Christ is still, as he was
then, the Master of circumstances. The
sea will flee at his presence and Jordan
be driven back. He can turn “'the hard
rock into a standing water, the flint-
stone into a springing well."”

DICK SHEPPARD.

Miss Blanch Patch's book, 30 years with
G.B.S." tells an interesting story of Dick
Sheppard of St. Martin's-in-the-Field. He in-
vited George Bernard Shaw to revise the
Prayer Book! G.B.S. quite seriously con-
sidered the proposal. But after thinking
over the proposal G.B.S. decided that the
job was too big a one for him to tackle.
The Rev. D, R, Davies in D.R.D.'s Column
in the “Church of England Newspaper' com-
ments, "Would you believe it, that for once
modesty got the better of G.B.S. But it did.
But what about Dick Sheppard? Inviting a
non-Christian rationalist pure and simple, to
undertake the revision of the greatest Chris-
tian classic outside the covers of Holy Serip-
ture? It is an instance of pathological sig-
nificance.”

ANOTHER DICK SHEPPARD STORY.

(From the life of Cosmo Gordon lLang, by
Lockhart, p. 225.)

It was when Dick Sheppard had gone to-
Bishopthorpe at York as Secretary to the
Archbishop . . . he wanted to play golf with
Raymond the butler. The Archbishop did
not care for the plan and said so. That day
there was a procession in the Minister in
which Dick carrying the primatial cross,
walked in front of the Archbishop leading
him to his throne., As they started, without
turning his head, Dick muttered, “"May | play
golf with the butler?”” There was no reply
but he could ‘‘feel a certain vexation' behind
him. “May | play golf with the butler?”
he repeated. "If you don't say ‘yes' I'm
going to take you all round the minster and
into the crypt.”

This time came an answer in a sharp
undertone: ‘“‘Don’'t be ridiculous, Dick.”

“Well, here goes, I'm off to the crypt!
May I play golf with the butler?” And
the Archbishop knowing that Dick was quite
capable of carrying out his threat capitu-
lated. "Oh. very well, Dick, but it is scanda-
lous, your behaviour is disgraceful.”

Dick Sheppard exercised a unique
ministry in England filling many roles in
church work. He was listened to and beloved
by many—he had a big heart for his work.

+—
GRAVE EPISCOPAL DECISION.

Bishops are often called upon to make
weighty judgments. Speaking “extra cathe-
dram" on March 25, the Bishop of Willesden,
a Suffragan Bishop of London, decreed that
the Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race would
have to be re-rowed! The Oxford boat sank
in the Thames less than three minutes from
the start, and the Bishop, who was umpire
of the race, followed a precedent and. agree-
ment drawn up in 1925 when the Oxford
boat sank.

The race was re-rowed on Easter Monday
and won easily by Cambridge.

THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY
presents a new series
of Broadcasts by
“THE BUSH PADRE”

(The Rev. David Livingstone)
Listen to these fascinating talks of
Christian Work Outback through 2GB
EVERY FRIDAY AT 11.15 A.M.

Sudney Ghurel of

Religious Instruction throughout the School.

England

gﬁnnolrun firlg

Grammar

FORBES STREET, DARLINGHURST

Under a Council appointed by Synod. .
The School stands in its own grounds on the heights of Darlinghurst.
Chaplain: The Rev. C. Al Lucas.

BRANCH SCHOOLS AT MOSS VALE AND NORTH SYDNEY.

Founded July, 1895.

For further information apply to the Principal, Miss B. M. Chisholm, B.A.
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* NOTES AND COMMENTS

“The main solvent of human pro-
blems delivering men from the bond-
age of hate and sel-
fishness is Love.”
Thus spake the
Archbishop of Mel-
bourne recently in St. Paul's Cathe-
dral. “"Have you ever,’ said the Arch-
bishop, "listened to the voice of Him
Who has changed the hearts of count-
less people and touched them with
hope and love? The true foundation
of morality, justice and brotherhood is
to be found in the will of the Father,
revealed in the teaching of Christ.”
There is no other way but Christ’s way.
"By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples if ye have love one to
another.”” Love, not the pagan love,
the desire to have and enjoy; but the
Divine Love — the consecration of life
to God and for His sake to our fellow
man. This love is a love even to self
negation and suffering. This is the
challenging love of God.

O love of God, O sin of man,

In this dread act your strength is
tried;

And victory remains with Love;

For Love Himself was crucified

but

The Solvent of
Human Problems.

Yes “‘Liove is the solvent,”
l.ove was crucified.”

That is the measure of love.

But if we are to be vehicles of that
Love, we shall have to ‘'say no’' to our-
selves, fling away our selflshnesses,
our ambitions, our earthly desires, and
let our hearts, ourselves, go out in sac-
rificial service to the human life by
which we are surrounded and in which
Christ has appointed our ministry.

It was with a sense of disappoint-
ment that we felt that the A.B.C. had
fallen down on its job

The Observance early on Easter morn-
of Easter. ing. Why should we be
regarded and treated as

a nation of pagans? The bright Easter
morning, with the sun giving promise
of a beautiful day, tended to the
thought of the Psalmist, ‘‘This is the
Day that the Lord hath made, we will
rejoice and be glad in it.”" But there
wvas no notion of that in the opening
“iroadcast of the day. What an op-
portunity lost! Even the A.B.C. paper

had nothing to say about that Day of i

D_ays, except in the programme of ser-
vices. Surely something is lacking.

Are we really so paganised as a
people ?

But the services of the day, as ex-
perienced personally, and commented
on in the various Monday newspapers,
indicated a most encouraging obser-
vance of Easter Day throughout the
land. In many cases the churches
were crowded several times in the day
by large numbers of communicants and
others. .

We thank God for this expression
of belief and loyalty towards the
Saviour of the World. We hope that
the hearts of many who were growing
cold in their spiritual life have been re-
vived and won over again to a more
definite and purposeful implementation
in their daily life of that devotion to
Christ which was indicated in their
prayer, "'Here we offer and present
unto Thee, O Lord, ourselves, our
souls and bodies, to be a reasonable
holy and lively sacrifice unto Thee.”

In a Sydney newspaper last week
there was related a most revealing.in-
cident: “The pro-
prietress of a soft drink
stall had a most unpro-
fitable day at the Show
Ground” . . . ;by 4.30 p.m. she had no
glasses left, because quite a number
of her patrons purloined the glasses and
sold them to hotel customers for two
shillings each. The wholesale theft
made possible by the ‘“‘busyness” of
the proprietress and her assistants indi-
cates a prevalence of mean spirited
people who are wholly possessed by
self-interest,

In a Victorian daily of this same
month we read of the outspoken con-
demnation of the prevalence and cor-
ruption of gambling, The speaker said
that near hisxresidence there was a bet-
ting shop.
there had been plenty of opportunity
to watch the degrading effects of this
institution on the community. ‘“When
you legalise an evil you encourage it.”

In a recent issue of the Sydney *‘Bul-
letin’ there is an illuminating article
on "Lotteries and Hospitals,” anent
the recent movement in Victoria for a
State Lottery. It reads:

Because so much money is pouring into
N.8.W., Queensland, Tasmania and West
Australia for lottery tickets voluntary giving
is dying out in every State. But another State
ottery in Melbourne would only add to exist-
ing evils without improving the situation of
public hospitals.

The Cultivation
of Meanness,

In three years and a half.¢q

In and around the Sydney lottery office
on almost every week-day struggles a half-
crazed, impatient and frequently violent
crowd of ticket-buyers. The place is foetid
on hot days, steams in the winter, and if
ever it catches fire with a crowd in it there'll
be a first-class tragedy. And flanking it, in
every alleyway and corner,, are sellers of
tickets in “art-unions” of several kinds. In
these times of high wages, lotteries are
drawn almost every day, and vast sums are
paid by hundreds of thousands for the en-
richment of disproportionately few lucky
buyers. ;

N.S.W. people, who've had their lottery for
nearly 20 years, have waited in vain all that
time for the “magnificent hospitals” which
Councillor Disney imagines dot the landscap 2
north of the Murray.

Hospitals and hospitalisation in the biggest
lottery State are a long-standing scandal. Not
a public hospital but is starved for funds and
sadly needs equipment, repairs, extensions
and staff. ‘Sydney still has its hospital “'but-
ton'" days. The position of country hospitals
is shocking. In cities and towns the provi-
sion of hospital beds and clinics is hopelessly
behind requirements.

Nobody buys tickets in a State lottery to
help the hospitals. Lotteries are a wasteful
and demoralising way of disguising the in-
evitable cost to the public of health services.
Canadians pay in taxes for their hospitals,
and therefore pay less. There are no charity
collections and no lotteries in Canada.”

Quite clearly, it is being recognised
that the vice of gambling is productive
of a meanspirited selfishness that
chokes the generous feelingsof menand
women, and makes more and more for
their moral degradation. .t is the re-
sponsibility of the Christian community
o take definite action against the le-
gislators who are content for the con-
tinuance of this pestilence. /
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&knows that singing is the mark of

happiness in Christian youth. It

deepens  fellowship,  strengthens

friendships and welcomes the mew-

comer. That's why you should get

a copy of that handy pocket-sized,
spiral-bound hymtal, “Youth Sings” from
Dalrymple's. It's just brimful of favourite
songs and choruses.
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NEWNESS OF LIFE IN THE POWER OF
CHRIST'S RESURRECTION

(By The Rev.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is
a glorious fact to be believed and re-
joiced in; an assurance of hope beyond
the grave; the seal of God on the re-
demptive work of Christ; the vindica-
tion of His claim to divine Sonship.
Men crucified Him. God raised Him
from the dead! But glorious as are
these familiar truths there is a yet
deeper significance in the Cross and
Resurrection of Our Lord carrying tre-
mendous implications vitally affecting
the spiritual life of the Christian.
“Christ died and rose and revived”
(re-lived); that is history; but what
many of us fail to realise is that in that
death and resurrection and life lies the
secret of victorious living. Newness of
life in the power of Christ's resurrection
are not blessings which we may only
hope to enjoy after we leave this earth-
ly scene. They represent what may be
for us a present experience. ‘‘Death,”
“Resurrection,” ‘‘Life,”" become the
keywords of Christian living.

Death.

In the sixth chapter of St. Paul’s
epistle to the Romans reading from
ver. 2-12 we notice that death 1s men-
tioned in almost every verse. What
can be the significance of this? We
are 'dead to sin'' (ver. 2), "baptised
into His death” (vv, 3 & 4), “have
become one with Him by sharing His
death” (ver. 5, Weymouth's transla-
tion), have been “‘crucified with Him"'
(ver. 6), and Gal. 2.20, through death
are freed (Gk. justified) from sin, are
to ‘‘reckon ourselves to be dead in-
deed to sin.”

What the apostle, taught by the
Holy Spirit, is saying is this, Christ not
only died on the Cross for you as a
sinner. Because you are now by faith
vitally related to Him you died with
Him; your old nature was nailed to
the Cross with Him in the purpose of
God and you are to recognise it as a
fact and reckon yourselves dead in-
deed unto sin.  The old nature can
never be renovated or reformed —
death is the only solution. We must

A

G. A. Hook.)

by faith appropriate what in the pur-
pose of God is an accomplished fact.

"Do you falter then, or, true to death
Just die on the Cross in the way,
Till the fullness of life from the Living

ne
Is filling_you day by day?
"Tis the pldn of life—for you die to live—
One with Jesus the crucified;
With the life alone to be lived through
you
Of the risen, the glorified!"

Death with Christ is not only the
way of life; it is the way of victory. |
once heard a surgeon say that when he
is conducting a post-mortem examina-
tion of a human body he may plunge
his scalpal deep into the flesh, but there
is no reaction whatever because the
body is dead. If we are reckoning
ourselves dead, dead with Christ, dead
indeed unto sin, then the petty pricks
and irritations as well as the things
that would normally hurt our pride or
produce in us strong resentment will
leaye us.unmoved.

Resurrection.

We have not only in the purpose of
God died with Christ, we have also be-
come sharers in His resurrection. “'If
we have become one with Him by shar-
ing His death we shall also be one
with Him by sharing His resurrection”
(Rom. 6 v. 5. Weymouth's transla-
tion), which means that we enter into
newness of life and experience the
power of Christ’s resurrection.

Life.

How may we enter into newness of
life? And how is the new life which
is virtually Christ in us to be mani-
fested? 'There are several words used
by the apostle which are full of sug-
gestion. 'Reckon’” (Rom. 6 v. I1).
“Yield” (Rom. 6 v. 13), “"Walk”
(Rom. 6 v. 4). This would seem to be
the order of experience.

First of all, Reckon.—This suggests
a sustained attitude of mind. This is
the reckoning of faith. God has ac-
complished all. In Christ you died and

rose and live again. Reckon it to be
so! By faith act on what God has
said!
rection side of the Cross! “‘Let not sin
reign in your mortal body” . . . "for
ye are dead and your life is hid with
Christ in God.” (Col. 3 v. 3).

Secondly, Yield—Here the will is
exercised in an act of surrender. It is
said that during the battle of Waterloo
a certain farm house changed hands
three times. It was in such a strategic
position that the ultimate issue of the
battle depended very largely on its
possession. God must possess the
strategic places of our lives if there is
to be victory. ‘‘Yield yourselves unto
God as those that are alive from the
dead’’; surrender unconditionally the
very citadel of the soul. This is the
heart of the matter, and where we so
often fail. We are unwilling to yield.
The apostle reminds us that whereas
in the past we yielded ourselves and
our members to perform evil we are
now to yield ourselves to God in order
that He may through us carry out His
own purposes of life.

“Make me a captive, Lord,
And then | shall be free,
Force me to render up my sword,
And 1 shall conqueror be.”

Walk.

Our walk has reference to our out-
ward conduct. :

It is because we ‘‘live together with
Him" that we are able to “‘walk in
newness of life.”" The real secret of
Christian living is not imitation but re-
production. “Not | but Christ that
liveth in me.”” The power of Christ’s
resurrection is seen in the changed con-
duct of those who having died to self
and sin now live unto God.

Walking is suggestive of life and
progress and the new life will grow and
increase and abound as we walk by

faith with God. Your walk tells.

| remember hearing of a man who
travelled across the world to visit a
friend. One day, while out walking
the friend remarked to the traveller,
“You have been with so and so a good
deal lately, haven't you?'" naming a
mutual friend. Amazed, the visitor re-
plied, “"As a matter of fact | have, but
however did you know?" “You walk
exactly like.him,” was the reply.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME WITH

'Phones JU1146, JUI838

SO 0 Use
s bers of his paris

so | urge you to help your

X. XV1 or Isa

l9-22)' or | Cor. xv 35.

. IV
Psalm

Take your stand on the resur- .
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¥  DEVOTIONAL

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
8th APRIL, 1951.

For the Second Sunday after Easter
our subject is “‘Christ our Sacrifice and
Example.” The Collect is a very
beautiful one, dating from Reformation
times. Dean Goulburn says: ‘‘The
prayer summarises the whole benefit of
the redemption, as consisting in the
provision of a sin-offering, and of a
perfect example.” Because of that
two-fold provision, we go on to ask
“that we may always most thankfully
receive that His inestimable benefit,
and also daily endeavour ourselves to
follow the blessed steps of His most

holy life."”

The Epistle sets forth Chrst as the
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, and
as an example of patient endurance and
of undeserved suffering. The Gospel
consists of the Lord’'s discourse on the
Good Shepherd, Who gave His life for
the sheep, and reminds us of the great
work of world-evangelisation which
the Church ought to be carrying
on. 'Other sheep | have, which are
not of this fold, them also | must bring,
and they shall hear My voice, and they
shall become one flock, one Shepherd.”

(RV.)

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
15th APRIL, 1951.

The special thought of the Third
Sunday after Easter is ‘‘Consistency of
Life.” The Collect declares that the
object of God's revelation is that those
in error “may return into the way of
righteousness,”’ and the prayer is made
for all Christians that ‘‘they may
eschew those things which are contrary
to their profession and follow all such
things as are agreeable to the same.’
The Epistle is full of St. Peter's prac-
tical exhortations on the duties of
Christians, shows clearly some of the
faults which are contrary to their pro-

fession, and urges that with well-doing
they may put to silence the ignorance
of foolish men. In the Gospel our
Lord tells His disciples that though He
was going to His Father, He would still
be present with His Church. The
secret of victory in the Christian life is
always the presence of Jesus. ‘1 will
see you again, and your heart shall re-
joice’,‘ and your joy no man taketh from
you.

_._*_—

“WHY THE CROSS?”

(By the late Archdeacon Guillebaud.)

This Easter season rig]\l]y (‘mp]\a‘si.&'(‘s the
Atonement of our Lord, as being the central
article of the Christian Faith. There have
hm-p many books written on this profound
subject in the attempt to unfold its deep
mystery, Notable have been Dr. Denney's
“"Death of Christ,” Dr. Dale's "The Atone-
ment,” and Mr. N. Dimock's “Death of
Christ,”” but these are rather profound for
the average reader, * But the late Archdea.
son Guillebaud has written a most excellent
book on the subject, with the above title
‘.«:'I\il'h has been published by the Intervarsity
Fellowship. This book is one of the clearest
available for the verage reader, [t vmphm
sises that God is not only Love, but Light,
and this being so, the book shows the ahso.
lute necessity of the su})slitu(immrv work of
Christ if the believer is to be accepted as
righteous before God through faith in Him.

All serious readers of the Scriptures should
obtain and study this book. It will show them
that they have a sure foundation on which
to rest, and thereby greatly strengthen their
faith, 1 :
ILV.F. Book Room at
( , 201 Castlereagh Street, Sydney,
gny((f I( .5.5.M. Book Shop, 239 Elizabeth St.
/6.

[Obtainable
BNk

_._#_-

IS YOUR PARISH DEAD?

Apparently not all are. The parish of
Morden, Surrey, a terminus of the London
Underground, has 36,000 people, It has
five clergymen, all graduates, four from Cam.
!Jndgo, and one from Oxford, and the par-
ish is a hive of activity, When the writer
of this note visited Morden a year or two
ago, the only seat he could get for the

y evening service, ten minutes before it was due

to begin, was in the back of the parish hall,
w].n'rv the overflow from the church was con.
tained. There are 1700 children in the Sun.
day School, and the parish magazine goes
into nearly hall of the 9000 homes in the
parish. :

Dur Laster Conmmunion,

Love strong as death, nay, stronger,
Love mightier than the grave,

Broad as the earth, and longer
I'han ocean's wildest wave.

This is the love that sought us,

This is the love that bought us,
This is the love that brought us

l'o gladdest day from saddest night,
From deepest shame to glory bright,
From depths of death to life's fair
~ height,

From darkness to the joy of light.

This is the love that leadeth

- Us to His table here,

T'his is the love that spreadeth
For us this royal cheer.

—H. Bonar,

WILL YOU HELP THE WOMEN
OF OUR CHURCH?
who are leading to Christ—women, children,

young people — the sick, needy, under.
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TO AUSTRALIAN CHURCHMEN.

THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS

By the end of April the country will
have returned a Federal Senate and
a Federal House of Representatives. It
is hoped that the re-elected Parliament
will be of one mind on legislation and
thus the deadlock arising because of
differences between the two Houses
will be removed. But there are features
in the conduct so far of this election
that occasion thoughtful citizens some
concern. We are writing before the
policy speeches of either party have
been made. We hope that the declar-
ations soon to issue will remove
anxiety. There is a sad episode in
Roman history. We are told that a
decadent Senate could find no other
means of retaining power but by pro-
viding "'‘Bread and Circuses.”” As the
fortunes of Rome declined the clamour
of the multitude increased. Personal
advantage and personal delectation
took the place of the lofty patriotism
that made Rome the proud mistress of
the world. And Rome fell. Neither
bread nor circuses saved her.

We have been reminded of that
sombre historical episode by the
events of recent times. We are assur-
ed by all parties that we are confront-
ed with the gravest problems. We are
even told that the destiny of Australia
may be finally determined within the
next decade, or, at longest, within the
next twenty-ﬁve years.

In such circumstances the ordinary
citizen, fortified by experiences in our
past history, would conclude that party
politics, in the narrower usage of
that term, would be subordinated to
the supreme aim of seeking a satisfac-
tory solution of our major difficulties.
The ordinary citizen has been sadly
disappointed.

It seems to the outside observer that
there is a lack at this time of broad
statesmanship. Our time is too much
occupied with petty issues, and, what
is far worse, with petty personal re-
criminations. There seems to exist, on
the part of our politicians, a nervous
fear lest they should appear to be in
agreement on any subject. Thisis both
undesirable and mischievous.

It would re-assure many, minds if,
for example, the policy speeches re-
vealed a unity of purpose regarding
the adequate steps to be taken for the
defence of Australia. What a happy
state of affairs would be created if we
were, officially assured by both parties,
that, having submitted their policy to
the consideration of the people, they
were prepared to abide by the people’s

will. That they would support what-
ever government came into power, not
only in the desire to secure adequate
defence measures, but in the measures
set out in its policy which had been en-
dorsed by the people. Such questions
as the necessity or otherwise of con-
scription: the possibility of securing
adequate vo]untary training, the steps
to secure adequacy: should be submit-
ted clearly to the electors and their de-
cision should govern the attitude of all
parties on a momentous defermination
on which the future of Australia de-
pends.

Would not a patriotic decision of
this nature give pause to any who may
contemplate a more overt threat to the
peace and security of Australia than
has hitherto been employed? Would
not the spectacle of two great parties
avowedly pledging themselves to abide
by the issue ds the country decided it
present such evidence of unity as to
render active hostility at least more re-
mote - We are not asking politicians
to conceal any misgivings they may
have concerning the adopted policy.
We are only asking them to unite in
submission to the people’s will when
they have expressed their mind fully.
[s it too much to expect that in urgent
matters country will be put before
party.

We sometimes wonder if our party
leaders have wholly learned the lesson
of the "Bread and Circuses’’ story. We
are facing an alarming economic situa-
tion. Wages and costs are rising
rapidly. So far every effort to check
the spiral has proved ineffective. Yet
many people see that the spiral of ris-
ing costs and rising wages bids fair
ultimately to impoverish employer and
employee alike. There is need for
greater production and production at
a stable rate of currency. It is in the
midst of this perplexing dilemma and
on the eve of an election, that some in-
terested persons are anxiously discuss-
ing the possibility of the various parties
offering them some particular advan-
tages in the form of reauced taxation
or increased subsidies. We wonder if
the era of “‘Bread and Circuses’” has
wholly passed. The proposals may be
excellent. - But, frankly, it is not the
type of proposal we would expect
from a serious Government at this
economic stage. It offers no hope of
checking the suicidal endeavor to raise
wages and raise prices so that the in-
creased wage flow does not meet the
increased expenditure flow. Has a

chilly fear descended on our leaders

that we cannot stand the truth? Have
they embraced the notion that the day
of mutual sacrifice for our country has
passed and that they can only grasp
power by promises of advantage to
the section representing the greater
block of votes? We hope not. Time
will tell. _ :

What we plead for is a clear state-
ment on major questions with the solu-
tion as it presents itself to our leaders.
Then we demand, as we have a right
to demand, that the country's decision
should be accepted and our political
policy placed on a sound basis. We are
sure that all our readers will seek God
in prayer that a fair judgment may
be given by the electors at this crisis in
our nation's history.

._;—*_.
THE WORD AND THE
SACRAMENTS.

In the “'Record” of March 8, we re-
ported, from the “‘Church of England
Newspaper,” a brief account of the
Rev. Alan Stibb’s address on “Teach-
ing the Bible in the Church” at the
[slington Clerical Conference held at
Westminster, England. The account
raised considerable interest in the
“C. of E. Newspaper,” and some op-
position, so that My, Stibbs was con-
strained to state his position fully in a
letter to the Editor. The subject is an
important one in view of current prac-
tice in Australia as well as in England,
and we direct our readers’ attention to
Mr. Stibb’s letter, which we here re-
print in full from the "C. of E. News-
paper.”’

THE LETTER.,

. please, ask to be allowed to
as clearly as | can, exactly what |
at the Islington Conference, and

/

Article xix declares that the two marks
of the visible Church and of the worshipping
Christian congregation are the preaching of
the pure Word of God, and the due admin-
istration of the Sacraments. While the two
are complementary, there is significance in
the priority given to the ministry of the
Word. By contrast, it is, in my judgment,
unsatisfactory that bath Sacraments are so
often administered without any accompany-
ing preaching of the Word of the Gospel.

In the Prayer Book Communion Service it
is explicitly prescribed that a sermon should
be preached. Also, the rubrics plainly indi-
cate that the normal practice expected in an
ordinary congregation is that on Sundays and
Saints' days the Sacrament should only occa-
sionally be administered—of which due
notice is to be given, but that on every such
occasion the Ante-Communion will be used.
This means that the Word of God will be,
first, read in the Epistle and Gospel, second:
preached in the sermon after the
Creed, and, third, prayed in the Prayer for
the Church militant, where the concern is
that *'this congregation here present . . .
may hear and receive Thy Holy Word.” So
the first and primary concern of this service
1e that the people should receive the Word,

Nicen/ ™
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1ot the Sacrament. Provided also that this
has been done, or at least made possible by
faithful preaching, the rubric says the Bless-
ing may be said to conclude the service. This
surely means that it is no incomplete or un-
finished service because the Sacrament may
not have been administered. The reception
of the Sacrament with due frequency, while
very important in its place, as the Prayer
Book also emphasises, nevertheless comes
second, not first, to seal both the donation
and the appropriation of which the Word
promises; nor is it expected that it will be
done on every occasion when the Ante.Com-
munion is used. The Prayer Book way, there-
fore, to celebrate some Sunda_\'s and some
Saints’ Days is certainly not to have the Sac-
rament administered without the preaching of
the Word, though it may very well be to
have the Word preached in the Ante-Com-
munion without the Sacrament being admin-
istered.

Again, by contrast, candidates who attend
C.A.C.T.M. Selection Boards are provided
with a timetable which includes a daily cele-
bration, and a celebration without any
preaching of the Word. This, to me, is one
evidence of a loss of due balance and pro-
portion. [ think we should do well in such
cases to learn from the Prayer Book to reduce
the frequency of the Sacrament and to restore
the preaching of the Word.

Most of all, my chief concern was, and
is, not less love for the S;u‘ramnnt, but more
love for the Word of God and its ministry,
The Reformers desired the central object of
attention in the congregation to be (not a
piece of furniture and a book, but) the read-
ing and preaching of the pure Word of God.
Central prominence was to be given to the
Holy Table only occasionally, by bringing it
(for use not reverence) into the body of the
Church at the Communion time,

In our day, both outside and inside our
churches, what is most needed by the people
is a new awareness and understanding of
what God has to say through His Word. The
way to promote renewed reverence for God,
for the moral law for the marriage bond, is
to teach the Bible in the church. The Sac-
raments themselves can only be rightly and
profitably used by the help of continual
preaching and teaching of the Word of
Truth. Also, in such a day of human despair,
when the sheer futility of human effort is all
too apparent, the one person who has some-
thing to offer to men worth having is the
preacher, because he has to give to men the
Word of God, the one thing that is stable,
sure, reliable, and certain of fulfilment in a
totally uncertain world. “For all flesh is
grass, . . . the grass withereth . . . but the
word of the Lord endureth for ever.”

Since, therefore (as Paul reminded
Timothy), the Scriptures are the God-given
text-book for learning the way of salvation,
for education to spiritual maturity, for equip-
ment for Christian service, we should do
well, especially in the light of our own
answerability for our stewardship, when the
Lord comes to judgc, to heed the charge to
preach the Word. This surely ought to be
the first priority in our ministry and in all
training for it.—Alan M. Stibbs,

Oak Hill College, N.14,

[C.A.C.T.M. stands for the Central Advis-

ory Council of Training for the Ministry,

A VILLAGE TRIP IN IRAN.

(By Dr. Kathleen Taylor.)

I want yvou to come with me on a village
trip. We have been doing these trips now
weekly for six months. Just one day a week
we go out from the hospital to one or two
villages and see patients. Just think for a
minute what it means to these people. We
go out 20~40 miles, sometimes more, and
these are the only times they ever see a doc-
tor; if they are poor and get ill, they die.
If they have money, perhaps they can come
into Shiraz and be seen. Sometimes it means
selling a donkey or a cow or a sheep and
that means a lot to them. Then think of the
journey, 5—6 hours on a donkey or a bumpy
machine is trving. when you are fit, but what
must it be like when you have a fever of
103 or more, or a painful abscess or a broken
leg, where every step, every mile means un-
told pain,

| think back over these last six months,
over the trips we have made and the villages
we have seen,

| think of the first village we ever visited,
a little place in sight of the minarets and
mosques of Shiraz. Its name is Pudonak. |
think of the friendly Kadkhuda (or Head
Villager), who invited us into his house and
allowed us to see patients on his roof.
think of a woman | saw there called Mah
Bibi, six months pregnant with her baby
and her face all puffed up with what
we call a toxaemia, a condition we treat at
home with absolute rest and diet; there she
was walking about fetching water and doing
her work. She didn't like the idea of com-
ing into hospital, but eventually she agreed
and the next day she arPived. | think back
to the day she got so bad her relatives took
her out of the hospital to die, because the
people out there don't like their relations
dying in hospital, especially a Christian one.
Then the next dndy when she didn't die, they

came for me an asked me to g0 and see

her. | can see that inn now on the out-
skirts of Shiraz, just a dirty courtyard with
a pond in the middle, and the girl in one
corner lying on a blanket and really very
ill. 1 talked to them and eventually they
agreed to bring her back; and then when she
was in we took the bnby away and after a
few anxious days she recovered and went
back to her village. When we went back
there after about a month, she came to see
us, all wreathed in smiles and really looking
quite fit.

| can see another village about 20 miles
out called Bedezard, two children lying in
their homes, both with high fevér, one was
pneumonia, the other a little boy of two
years who was very ill, but | wasn't sure
from what cause. [ can see the «Christian
nurse and myself kneeling in that smoky
little hut as she prayed for him. We gave
medicine, later | heard that the pneumonia
had recovered, but the little boy had died.
What would have been the result if we
hadn't gone? We didn’t intend to go to
that village, it was only because a river had
swollen and was impassable that we decided
to go there. If we hadn’t gone, would both
have died?

I think of another village—Bardeh—about
30 miles out over appalling roads, and*two
little children we brought back. [I'll never
forget sitting in the back of that truck com-
ing home and looking down on those two
little dears, so frightened. Both had bad
legs, and it hurts me just as much as | saw
them crying with pain as we bumped over
those roads. Oh, the pain of it, and | thought
of children in England; if they have to go
to hospital, lhey travel over ;\splmlt roads in
an ambulance—little or no pain for them.
And yet what had these: children done to
deserve this pain; they were not different
from English children.

But come with me on this trip, will you?
We start off about 10 a.m, in the truck,
myself, Phil Taylor (our Parson-cum-Dentist-
cum-Chauffeur), two boys, two girls, our
blind evangelist and our medicine box, efc,
We arrive at the village after about two

The King
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hours; it is a small place of about 150-200

eople. First of all we go to see the Kadk-
Euda. who, on learning who we are, very
graciously asks us to his house. We have
brought our own lunch, so we spread the
table cloth on the floor and get down to.lt.
the large flat bread, some cutlets, i.e., fried
minced meat and some cucumbers. The
Kadkhuda brings us some ‘“‘doogh,” it is a
sour milk and very refreshing.

While we are eating the people start to
arrive and stand about in the courtyard be-
low. We've asked the Kadkhuda to tell the
people, so he gaes on to the roof and calls
out: “The doctor has come, all sick people
come."”

Lunch finished, the inevitable cup of tea
is brought and then we begin to see the
patients. | decide to go downstairs and see
patients down there, and Phil Taylor, who
is an expert at pulling out teeth, holds his
clinic upstairs.

They spread a carpet on the ground for
me and | sit down and they all crowd round
with their complaints. The blind evange-
list, Vagashak, sits down near me and talks
to individuals. He has a great way of open-
ing conversation, because he will sit down and
start reading his Braille gospel and they will
come up and say, ‘What are you doing?"
and he will say, “Reading.”” "But you can't
read these dots,”" they say, "there is no writ-
ing.”  "Ah,” he says, “you use your eyes
for reading, | use my fingers—my eyes are
there,” and then he'll go on to say, "Would
you like to hear what I'm reading?" and as |
sit there seeing patients | hear him reading
to them. His great favourite is John chap. 9,
the story of the man born blind; and as |
sit there and they bring the patients to me,
how one longs for that healing touch such
as He had. They bring up an old blind
woman, but nothing can be done. Another
girl only about 20; she'll never see the sun
again, never see her mother or brothers or
sisters. But what is that | hear being read:
“A man called Jesus opened my eyes and |
saw.”” Oh, that she might come into con-
tact with Him and see—no, not her mother or
brothers or sisters, but Him—yes, Him, in all
His fullness. In what darkness they live,
not just physically, but spiritually.

Gradually we see them all, little babies
with diarrhoea and vomiting, little children
with their tummies swollen from malaria,
men, women and children with trachoma,
that awful eye disease which, if untreated,
will turn in the eyelids until the lashes rub
on the eye and blind them. Mothers looking
after sick children, and they themselves with
anaemia—s»>me anaemias you wouldn't think
compatible with life, only 20-309% of fhe
colour they should have in the blood.

Many, of course, just come for what we
call a "Tamasha,” that is to look and see
what is happening. Occasionally I call up to

Phil to ask how he is getting on. I have to
be careful to call him ‘"Aga Doctor" and not
“Kasheesh' (Persian for Parson), or else
they will get a wrong idea of the function
of a Parson; he is pulling out teeth as hard
as he can go, there is always a crowd round
him watching him pull out all the rotten teeth
and also to encourage the unhappy victims!!

Perhaps in those 3—4 hours | see about
90—100 patients and Phil pulls out 20-30
teeth. We can't take money because there
is none in this village. They have a system
of exchange; for some tea or sugar they
will give a quantity of barley or a few dates,
etc. Poor pepole, how wretched they are
and yet people will tell you, “"Why worry
about them, they are quite happy in their
own religion.” Happy? Come and see them
with me. Come to one of the little houses
(or shall I say hovels?) in the village. We
creep in at the door; inside is complete dark-
ness, we can't see anytl]ing after the blind-
ing glare of the sun outside. As our eyes
get accustomed to the darkness, we see a
rough mat on the floor where a woman is
sitting with her daughter. ‘*What is the mat-
ter?" we ask; ""Oh, my feet have wounds." |
look at her feet and see that they are bound
up with dirty bits of cloth. We open the
bandages and there are the ‘most appalling
ulcers you have ever seen — huge wounds
eating down and down. A glance will tell
you that nothing can heal them now, she is
too bad, she hasn't got much langer to live.
If only we had come six months earlier, or
even three months. But how could we know?
She has no relations, only her daughter, who
is as poorly fed as herself; they rely on the
charity of the village for scraps. | send
the nurses off and they come back with Sul-
phonamide powder, gauze and clean ban-
dages, and we bind up the ulcers after clean-
ing them. We pwy as we do it that the
people who crowd round the door and block
out the light, will see the Love of Jesus in
our actions. We leave her there, and | give
the daughter a little money as we go out,
When we return to that village in two weeks,
she is dead. = Oh, how one's heart bleeds
for those like her, dying out there, no-one
to love them or care for them during their
last days—no Peace of God in their hearts—
no patient watching for Him to come and
take them away to be with Him. But |
sometimes womi,er what happened when she
got to the other side; as far as 1 know, I
don't think she had ever heard of Jesus as
her Saviour. When she saw Him, did she
recognise Him because of what our nursee
had done for her? Did she say, “Oh, yes,
that's Jesus, | know Him because I've seen
Him in His followers”? 1 like to think she
did.

Happy in their religion? 1 don't think you
realise just what it's like in these villages.
And it's the same in India, Burma, China,

S
Africa — under Buddha, Confucius, Evii'
Spirits, Idols—no not happy, but just fatal-
istic because they know no better,

Well, the day draws on and we've seen
all the patients; the sun is sinking behind the
mountains, and one sees the flocks of goats
and sheep and cattle being broug}at in from
the fields. We sit on the roof of the Head
Villager's house and watch it all. It is so
quiet and peaceful all around us. Families
are preparing their little evening meal on
the roofs, the babies in their hammocks
gently rocking to and fro. In the distance
we can hear the goats’ bells tinkling as they
near the village, there is a gentle breeze.
How good God is in all His Creation?

Then, before it gets dark, we call from
the roof that there will be a picture show,
so '"Come.”” We go down to the car, Phil
backs it up to the wall of the village where
we_have hung a sheet, all the people come
and sit on the ground in front of the car. We
light the lantern, and our blind evangelist
talks. | have previously been over the pic-
tures with him. e show the picture of
Nicodemus, and the message goes out '‘Ye
must be born again.” We show our Lord
healing the ten lepers and the one who re-
turned to give thanks, and perhaps one
here or there in his or her heart will
thank Him for healing. Altogether we
show about six pictures, then there is a
prayer and it is all over., Perhaps 100—150
people have been listening, only Eternity will
show the results. We pack up the things
and leave after thanking the Head Villager
for his hospitality. We stop on the way
back and eat the remains of our lunch for
our supper and eventually get in about 10.30~
1l p.m,

It all seems so feeble, one day a week
and there are hundreds of villages near
Shiraz (that is 60-80 miles radius), but
even more-at a greater distance of amything
up to 350 miles away., But God can bless
our feeble efforts, He can use the books and
Testaments and pictures we leave as well as
the words we speak and the deeds we do.

Do pray for all this — pray for us each
Monday as we go out that He will bless us,
that His Name may be glorified in the villages
of Iran,

(From the Iran Diocesan Letter.)

—
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AB.C. at 10.30 p.m. Eastern time on the
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Thursdays during choir vacations when
“Evensong” is not broadcast,
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3 CORRESPONDENCE

(The Editor declines to be held responsible for the
ini of his conr dent

THE MEANING AND USE OF LENT.

(The Editor, ““Australian Church Record.")

Dear S8ir,

It was only quite recently | ‘had an oppor-
tunity to read my copy of your issue of Feb-
ruary 8th last. and in particular, the front
page article, entitled “The Meaning and Use
of Lent”, by the Rev. R, C. M. Long. With
the  general theme and dow-lopmr»nt of the
article one can only express agreement, and
gratitude to the esteemed author of it. [
must ronfess, ]mwevcr. that the par;mmph on
the subject of Fasting rather perturbed me;
due to what he has not said, the author seems
to convey a view of the subject which | have
no doubt he did not intend, and which is
neither of the New Testament or the Prayer
Book.

To quote from the article in question:
“In the New Testament we find no command
to fast. Jesus deliberately refused to enjoin
fasting on ‘His disciples (Mark 2: 18-20),
but He taught that whenever fasting was
undertaken, it must be with purity of motive
and intention.” True! But it should be
added that in the very passage quoted, in
verse 20, our Lord goes on to say, "But the
days will come, when the bridegroom shall
be taken away from them, and then shall
they fast in those days.” The failure of
the disciples to practise fasting was regarded,
obviously, by our Lord as a special excep-
tion, hat he envisaged fasting as part of
their life later is shown, not only by the
phrase, "’[hen shall they fast,”” but also by
His teaching on fasting in St. Matthew 6:16,
“And when ye fast”—not, let it be noted,
“And if ye fast.”

With regard to the Prayer Book teaching
on Fasting, one can only hope that Bishop
Perowne has been misquoted, as saying, “'As
I am not aware that our Church has pre-
scribed a fast during Lent.” The Forty
Days of Lent are certainly included in the
Table of Days of Fasting or Abstinence in
the 1662 Prayer Book; and, following which
Book also, we pray on the First Sunday in
Lent, “Give us grace to use such abstinence,
that our flesh being subdued to the Spirit
. ."" 'Such abstinence’ surely does not mean
no abstinence’—or is this one of the prayers
the old Scotch divine had in mind, when he
prayed, "And chiefly, Lord, forgive us our
prayers?"

Yours faithfully,

E. LAMBERT,
St. Mary's, Western Line,
+

WOMEN! WOMEN!! WOMEN!!!

(The Editor, “Australian Church Record.")
Dear Sir,

I appreciate the spirit and gentle raillery
of your correspondent, Nora Tress, Editing
of my letter blurred some of its meaning.
There is no agitation going on in the C.W.A.
for men to be admitted, nor for women to be
prought into the Oddfellows or Masonic

Pliodges. Because men cannot always be found
to fill District, Vestry, or Synod posts, a sur-
prising number of reasons are adduced why
women should be put into these posts, The
position of women in relation to men, as [
interpret the scripture. A helpmate, not

taken from the head or the feet, but from
the side. Marriage to be a mutual affair, but
there must be a final authority; this lies with
the man., They can vote, but should not be
eligible for Parliament, municipal office, or
Synod, as this involves being placed over
men. Anything to do with children, gas
rationing, or what concerns the home exclu-
sively, should be their concern, and govern-
ments should take notice of their resolutions,
as persuasive precedents. The term “domes-
tic splendour™ in my letter was blue pencilled.
By this I mean, the great women who have
inspired their sons to great deeds. The three
MacDonald sisters who were the mothers of
Rudyard Kipling. Stanley Baldwin, and a
great painter. Mrs. Hughes, whose sons be-
came a canon, a leading medico, and a gene-
ral. The mother of John and Charles Wesley.
Lady Forrest, who bemoaned her absence
when Sir John lost the Prime Ministership by
one vote in the party room, whick she could
easily have turned with her gift for parties.
I would not return women to the veil, but
they should not be allowed to wear men's
clothes, or join the armed services. They
should have their own doctors, and men
should have male nurses. | believe in the
order of Deaconesses, they have done an

. heroic work in this diocese filling places ‘for

which men could not be found. The best
women missionaries always have a native
pastor to take the services. S.S. teachers are
glad when a male can be found as superin-
tendent, I was a woman | would still hold
these views. The article by Kanonikos is the
best | have read on the subject, and should
be carefully preserved by your subscribers.
Nora Tress can find my views amplified in
“Bush Pastoral Work'” from the Church
Stores.

Yours, etc.,

B. B. LOUSADA.

—,—

PERSONAL

Miss H. Page, of the B.C.A. Office, Sydney,
has accepted the appointment as Assistant
Bursor of New England Church of England
Grammar School for Girls at Armidale, We
wish her well in her new task,

* * * *

The Revs. F' Wilde, A Yuill, and C. M.
Rogerson, of Sydney, sailed for England by
the “"Mooltan™ on Friday last.

* * * *

The Rev. and Mrs. Theo. Hayman, of
Ceduna, S. Australia, are being congratulated
on the birth of a son, John.

* * * *

We regret to note that Miss Hunter, Secre.
tary to the Archbishop of Sydney, was oper-
ated on for appendicitis last week, e un-
derstand she is making good progress. Miss
Hunter is in Camden Hospital.

* * * *

It was a shock and grief to very many to
hear of the sudden death of Mrs, Briggs, the
well-known hostess at Gilbulla, Menangle,
after a stroke. Mrs, Briggs was the widow
of Archdeacon Briggs, of Tanganyika, where
both had worked so hard in connection with
the C.M.S. and had earned the respect of
African and European alike. Mrs, Briggs
returned to Sydney and accepted the invita-
tion of the Archbishop of Sydney and Mrs.
Mowll to become the first hostess at Gilbulla
where she carried out her duties in a charm-
ing manner, and made many friends. Her
passing is a very distinct {oss to %ilbulla.
Mrs. Briggs was a member of the C.M.S.
Candidates Committee and thus maintained
her interest in the Missionary work she loved.

To her relatives we offer our deepest sym-

pathy. She has left behind her a very frag-

rant memory.
* * * *

Mr. John Pond, of Prospect (N.S.W.), who
died recently at the age of 93, was a wor-
shipper at St. Bartholomew's Church of Eng-
land for 76 years. He was bellringer for
65 years, a Sunday School Superintendent
for 42 years, and a Church Warden for 39

years, This must surely be a record.
* * * *

The Reverend L. F. Weatherhead, of the
City Temple, London, is at present in Mel-
ourne. He will probably spend April and
May in Australia and then visit New Zealand
and America. He is well known by such
books as Psychology and Life, Personalities

of the Passion.
* * * *

The Very Rev. W. S. Dau, Dean of Ben.
digo, who has been in poor health for a long
time, has decided to retire, He was ord-
ained at Wangaratta in 1921 and served in
that diocese until 1948, when he was ap-
pointed rector of All Saint's and Dean of
Bendigo.

* * * *

The Rev, W. R. Potter, Cranbourne, Vic.
has been appointed to Glenroy cum Pascoe
Vale and hopes to take up duty about the
end of April.

* * * *

The Rev. S. H. Smith, recently retired from
St. Jude's Carlton, Viec., has left for England
to do migration Chaplaincy duty.

* * & *

We offer our congratulations to Mr, Reg-
inald S. Gee on obtaining his B.E. degree in
Civil Engineering at the University of Sydney,
Mr. Gee is the son of the Rev. and Mrs. R.
P. Gee, of St. Peter's Rectory, Neutral Bay.

* * * &

Rev. and Mrg J. R. Payne, of Nimbin,
(N.S.W.), had an unenviable experience on
March 18 when they, in their car, were
caught in flood waters which rose to within
a foot of the roof of the car. With help Mr,
Payne rescued his wife and four children,
and the next day the car was towed out of
15 feet of water. ]

* * * *

Canon A. E. Winter, Canon Residentiary
of All Saint's Bathurst, N.S.W., has been
elected Bishop of St. Arnaud, Victoria. Be-
fore his appointment to Bathurst, Canon Win-
ter held incumbencies in Victoria at Sun.

shine, Brighton and Essendon.
* * * *

Mrs. H. F. Cheeseman, of Auburn, N.S.W,
and Mr. J, L. Reeve, B.A,, Organist of Trin-
ity College, Melbourne, have been elected
members of the Australian branch of the

John Mason Neale Society (Camb. Eng.).

¥ * * *

Dr. and Mrs. Edmonds, of C.M.S., Kash-
mir, expect to sail for India on April 25th,
from Melbourne, by the !'Otranto.” Dr, Ed-
monds is the Headmaster of the Tyndale-
Briscoe School for Boys in Kashmir., Dr.
and Mrs, Edmonds have made many friends
for C.M.S. during their deputation tours in
Australia,

. * * *

Mrs. Wynn Jones and family arrived in
Sydney this week by the “‘Strathmore.” Their
steamer from East Africa missed a previous
boat by which they had planned to return
to Australia.

* * £ k3

The Rev. W. V. Gurnett, of Merrylands,
has been appointed Rector of St. John's,
Woolwich, Diocese of Sydney.

* * * *

The Rev. Q. G. Dent, Rector of Emmanuel
Church, Lawson, N.S.W,, has resigned his
parish and will live in retirement.
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THE ORIGINS OF THE

ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT

(By Canon M. L. Loane)

(This is the first of four articles on the Ecumenical Movement.
by the writer to draw attention ,to certain features of the Movement

They are intended
which may not be

understood by Evangelical Churchmen.)

Ever since the Great Schism be-
tween East and West in 1054 and the
Reformation in the Sixteenth Century,
Christendom has been divided into
three main groups, each opposed to the
other. The Reformers themselves split
at the Conference of Marburg in 1529,
and their assertion of the doctrine of
the Right of Private Judgment has led
to the division of the Christian world
into a multitude of Churches and
movements.  Centuries passed by in
which all thought of reunion seemed
to be out of the question, but in the
last hundred years a wide and increas-
ing change has taken place.

The origin of the World Council of
Churches lies in the history of various
movements and conferences which
have been arranged from time to time
during the past fifty years. In 1895,
the World Student Christian Federa-
tion came into being, and this move-
ment has contributed, perhaps, more
largely than any other to the spread
of the Ecumenical idea. Thus the
Ecumenical Review says of it: ‘It is a
truism that the World Student Chris-
tian Federation has been in the past,
and is in the present, one of the main
life streams from which the Ecumeni-
cal Movement sprang and is nurtured.”

In 1910 the first world-wide Mis-
sionary Conference was held at Edin-
burgh, when 1200 delegates came
from 160 societies. This Conference
seems to have inspired the vision of
the Universal Church, and one of the
French delegates wrote afterwards:
"Ah, how we were united in Edinburgh
by the action of the Holy Spirit in spite
of all the differences in theological
and ecclesiastical ideas which might
have separated us. Now.let that living
unity,” created by the missionary spirit,
take another step forward; that it may
include with us in one Christian Army
our brethren of the Greek and Roman
Churches who are also engaged in the
Holy War of Christian Missions. Per.
haps then, yes, no doubt then, the
prayer of the Lord, ‘That they might
be one," will be answered."” .

In 1925, the Movement of Practical
Christianity called ‘“Life and Work,”
organised a Conference at Stockholm,
and an effort was made to unite all

Christian confessions in a Social Gospel
programme. It was recognised that
there was denominational division on
questions of dogma and organisation,
out 1t was thought necessary ‘'to act as
though” the Church were one and
could go to work accordingly. In one
nublished account of the Conference,
Pastor Jezequel, of Paris, said: “lt is
not ‘credo’ that they wish to hear us
say, it is 'amo.’ There have been times
when it was dogma that was needed.
To-day it is action in charity and
union.”

In 1927 the Faith and Order Move-
ment was initiated with a Conference
at Lausanne to prepare the way for a
rapprochement of the various Churches
on doctrinal and ecclesiastical grounds.
But the Conference was unable to give
tangible expression to unity in a com-
mon Communion Service, as the An-
glican and Orthodox delegates declin-
ed to attend. Nevertheless, Professor
Keller declared: “We have just passed
through a decisive and revealing exper-
ience; we can never be the same again
.. . The outward unity is lacking, but
that within is becoming stronger. Yes,
the unity is there, and from that reli-
gious unity of soul will come, sooner or
later, outward ecclesiastical unity.”

These streams came to a head in
1937 with the Conference on Life and
Work at Oxford and the Conference
on Faith and Order at Edinburgh. It
was resolved to unite the two move-
ments as complementary to each other
in one Ecumenical Movement. The
next step was to be the creation of a
single responsible body to represent
the Universal Church, and a provi-
sional Constitution of the Council was
worked out at Utrecht in 1938. One
hundred churches finally gave tentative
approval to the formafion of that body
which was to be definitely initiated at
an official Assembly to be held at Am-
sterdam. ' The outbreak of war meant
that this Assembly was not held until
August, 1948, when 352 delegates as-
sembled to represent 151 different
Communions. The World Council of
Churches was officially constituted on

August 23.

~ Prior to the foundation of the World
Council, the Ecumenical Movement

had been composed primarily of w)

known individual Church leaders and
theologians. It now became the direct
organ of the member Churches. At
the same time, it is definitely a Coun-
cil of Churches, and not the Council of
one undivided Church. The Head of
the General Secretariate, Dr. Visser't
Hooft, wrote in these terms: ‘‘Our
plurality is a deep anomaly, but our
name indicates also that we are aware
of that situation, that we do not accept
it passively, that we would move for-
ward towards a manifestation of the
Only Holy Church. Our Council re-
presents therefore an emergency solu-
tion, a stage on the road.” He says
that since the Reformation the various
Churches have lived in complete isola-
tion from each other. He thinks that
they have come to regard the Una
Sancia as something mystic, something
pertaining to another world, and that
there was no reaction against this
“heresy'" until the Ecumenical Move-
ment came into being. It is enough for
the present to remark that this is a
point of view which in our judgment
does not do justice to the New Testa-
ment teaching with regard to the In-
visible Unity of all true believers.

According to the Ecumenical Review
two main schools of thought forced
themselves into notice in the course
of the discussions. Omne, which may
he called “‘Catholic,” insisted primar-
ily on the Apostolic Succession of the
“piscopacy and the continuity of the
Visible Church. The other, which
may be termed ‘‘Protestant,”” placed
the principal emphasis on the Word of
God and the response of faith, its cen-
tral doctrine being that of Justification
sola fide. One result of such diver-
gence in outlook was that it proved im-
possible to arrange a common Com-
munion Service, acceptable to all. In
the end, the Conference allowed the
Celebration of four different Services:
namely, Reformed, Lutheran, Anglican
and Orthodox. The Reformed Service
was open to all delegates who wished
to attend. The Anglican and Orthodox,
on the other hand, refused the elements
to all who were not of their Commun-
ions, though the former offered fel-
lowship to those who had come from
Churches practising inter-Communion
with them.

Perhaps' that is why the Message of
Amsterdam concluded on this note:
“We do not ignore (differences)
which exist in matters of faith, eccle-
siastical order, and tradition.” Yet it
goes on to add: At Amsterdam we
have made a new contract with Him,
a new Commitment, and we are
bound one to another; we have de.
cided to remain united.”

HURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY
KESWICK BOOK DEPQT
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£4E WORLD OF BOOKS

The Official Year-Book of the Church of
. England, 1951. London, The Church
Assembly, S.P.CK. pp. 577, 12/6.

This is the title given on the cover, on
the dust-cover and in the Preface, although
the title page has "The Official Year-Book
of the National Assembly of the Church of
England.” It is the 69th year of issue, :"md
as usual the book is a mine of information,
not only concerning the Church in England
but concerning the whole Anglican commun-
ion. The Editor's preface gives an interest-
ing survey of developments in 1950 and in-
cludes some of the important utterances of
the two Archbishops. Elsewhere are given
details of Acts of the Church Assembly and
Convocation, of finance, of Canon Law re-
vision, of the Lambeth Conference and the
Ecumenical Movement. A "Who's Who in
the Church Assembly,” and a comprehensive
List of Organisations in addition to the ordin-
ary lists of Diocesan dignitaries and officials,
make for easy reference. The Dean of West-
minster contributes an article on "The
Church and the 1951 Festival of Britain.

In the section devoted to the Church of
England in Australia and Tasmania, more
than half describes the missionary position
and responsibilities of the Australian (‘]mrx:h.
The C.E.NN.E.F. Centre in Sydney, is describ-
ed as “'probably unique in the Anglican Com-
munion.” One wonders what principle gov-
erned the selection of organisations for de-
scription, and in particular it is surprising
to find no mention of the Theological colleges.

Once again there is no mention in the
Year-Book of the Church of England in South
Africa. Officialdom of the English Church
apparently solves the problem of the relations
of the Church of England in South Africa
and the Church of the Province by ignoring
the existence of the former, Whatever dif-
ficulties there may be in the situation, this
is manifestly unjust. The Year-Book gives
recognition to no less than 60 Religious Com-
munities in England—9 for men and 51 for
women, in 8 pages entitled “The Religious
Life"'—but it completely ignores congrega-
tions of faithful men who are loyal to the
Reformation Settlement of the Church of
England, and to the 1662 Prayer Book. What
is the theory of the Editor concerning the
Church of England in South Africa? Are
we to understand that where there is no
episcopal jurisdiction there can be no Church
of England? What then of the Collegiate
Churches and Chapels in England — includ-
ing Westminster Abbéy and St. George's
Chapel, Windsor (p. 91 f.)——which acknow-
ledge the jurisdiction of neither bishop nor
archbishop >—D.

‘““Augustine and the Donatist Controversy,”
by G. G, Willls, SPCK. 15/.. pp.
197 xxv.

St. Augustine is a writer whose works have
to be placed against a close knowledge of
circumstantial background to be understood
and appreciated to the full. Mr. Willis has
provided here a lucid yet well-documented
study of the development of Augustine's theo-
logy in so far as his sustained controversy
with the Donatists affected it. Placed in this
historical context, the implications of the
great bishop's writings on what is still, in
essence, a pressing issue may be fairly esti-
mated, always remembering a point Mr. Willis
¢ mphasises, that Augustine’s “approach is

ially casuistical . as a pastor of

The Donatist schism has its own
intrinsic interest, but in the life of Augustine
it occupies a vital position of influence, for
he was occupied with it for thirty years. His
was‘not the character to be peremptory and

official. Indeed the situation was not to be
remedied in that way as he no doubt realised.
But apart from this, the longing for peace
and unity which was his overwhelming pas-
sion drove him on in active efforts and in
new modifications of theological statement,
Out of it all we can trace the change in
Augustine's views on the nature of the rela-
tion between church and State, and his modi-
fication of current teaching on the nature of
the church particularly in relation to those
in schism. Principles of developed eccle-
siology and sacramental doctrines thus clari-
fied have become a potent influence in church
doctrine ever since, :

Mr. Willis clearly sets forth the historv of
Donatism from its beginning, up to the time
of St. Optatus of Milevis, who wrote the only
great work before Augustine's time that sur-
vives against the schism, A short chapter
following this describes the situation at the
time of Augustine's priesthood in 391 A.D.
n which a vivid picture is given of the wide
influence of the schism coupled with its tur-
bulent and offensive manners. A valuable
sidelight is thrown upon Donatism's own in-
ternal problems: here, as often in later ages,
the principles of its controversy with the
church were hardly consistent with the way
in which it dealt with troublemakers from
within its own borders who were waging es-
sentially the same controversial warfare
against itself. In a third historical chapter
Augustine's own struggle with the schisma-
tics is surveyed in its various stages from
the date of his priesthood and on through
his episcopate until after the Council of
Carthage in 411 A.D. In this period a care-
ful exposition is made of the change that
took place in Augustine's outlook from sweet
roasonableness expressed in theological dis-
cussion to direct appeal to the civil power for
compulsory suppression of the schism when
it was seen that obstinacy and violent repri-
sals were the on]y answers that most of the
Donatists intended to make to appeals and
arguments from the Church. The very read-
ablencss of this historical survey and the
case with which the reader is carried ,from
point to point should not obscure the fact of
the very close: knowledge of St. Augustine's
writings both public and private that lies
behind the narrative.

Three major doctrinal themes issue from
this historical survey, dealt with in as many
chapters: the doctrine of the Church and the
ministry; the relation of church and state;
and the ministration of the sacraments. In
these (\hap!e‘rs there are valuable short
scudies of Cyprian's doctrine of church and
ministry, Ambrose's: doctrine on church and
State, and the puritan tradition on the min-
istration of sacraments in the Church from
the earliest days until Donatism; and each
of these is contrasted with Augustine’s de-
velopments or modifications. Against the
historical background of the controversy and
Augustine's pastoral activities towards it,
this whole essay will be seen as an academic
treatise only, but rather as having important
ecumenical implications. Augustine, to make
peace possible with most violent and difficult
opponents broke down Cyprian's rigid doc-
trines of church and sacraments, which for all
its charitable spirit, refused to depart frem
a narrow, if logically watertight, ecclesiasti-
cism. In this, Augustine aliowed the facts of
the situation and what he saw to be pas-
toral demands, to suggest new ways of re-
garding the relationship of the church to
schism. There will always be those who will
charge him with vielding too much to gain
peace, even though it is questionable how
long a Cyprianic doctrine could have held
good if persevered in.  Rather, this study
helps us to see Augustine as a genius who

furnished the church with a solid foundation
of thought.out doctrine, related to and dis-
ciplined by the facts of practical issucs, a
foundation to be found most acceptable in
centuries to come, For in the last vlmptvr Mr.
Willis briefly indicates the Church of Fng-
land’s debt in this field to Augustine, particu-
larly in the doctrine of the visib'e and invis.
ible aspects of the church. To-day, one
wonders whether St. Augustine's teaching
suggests, not merely taking over in parrat
fashion his principles in dealing with Dona.
tism as such, but rather to show a like spirit
in relating doctrinal principles to the issues
of practical situation so that by mutual influ.
ence and modification, peace and unity might
be set forward still more.

A good bibliography and index completes
a valuable study.—-G. ]. Marchant.
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THE PRESENTATION OF THE GOSPEL

A FORGOTTEN TRUTH.
(By Leith Samuel.)

e

No matter how many times we have
read the New Testament, it would be
a valuable exercise for many of us to
go through a concordance examining
the references to preaching. We find
it impossible to escape the conclusion
that the burden of Apostolic preach-
ing was Jesus Christ. That must be
our burden to-day. But what of the
emphasis in speaking of Christ? Do
we need to move away from the New
Testament stress because of the times
in which we are living? Is our gener-
ation not susceptible to the emphasis
that was placed on certain facts by the
early evangelists?

New Testament Preaching.

Consider the words, ‘*And He com-
manded us to preach unto the people,
and to testify that it is He which was
ordained of God to be the Judge of
quick and dead. To Him give all the
prophets witness, that through His
name whosoever believeth in Him
shall receive remission of sins’
(Acts x 42, 43). Is this the emphasis
in our preaching to-day ? Would it not
be true to say that consciously or un-
consciously we have inverted the
order of the two major factors in this
message ? We approach from sin, we
hold out forgiveness to the sinner
through Christ crucified—an essential
gospel truth. And then, to encourage
the waverers, we bring in a passing re-
ference to ultimate judgment, using it
as a lever by which we hope to accel-
erate decision. And in the mercy of
God the desired result is sometimes
obtained.

Have we unwittingly forsaken the
New Testament emphasis on judg-
ment? The Apostle Peter says that
he and his colleagues were commanded
to proclaim as heralds, and to testify
as witnesses of the resurrection, that
Jesus Christ was ordained of God to be
the judge of the living and the dead.
In his preaching he focuses on Jesus
_ Christ, the Lord of all, anointed with
the Holy Ghost and with power. He
summarises His ministry in the simple
verse, "He went about doing good;
and healing all that were oppressed of
the devil.” He explains the effective-
ness of the Saviour’s ministry by’ say-
ing that God sent Him and was with
Him. Then in a few simple words
he refers to the cross, the resurrection
and the appearances after the resur-
rection. And just as the Apostle Paul
moved straight from the resurrection

to the final judgment of all men (Acts
xvii 30, 31), in his sermon on Mars
Hill, so the Apostle Peter proceeds
directly from the resurrection to the
judgment. There is no sense of the
vaguely ultimate in his reference to the
judgment, ‘but a sense of imminence;
judgment is at hand. The Judge is at
the door. The Judge is inescapable.
Then comes the second factor tremen-
dously relevant to people who have
come under the shadow of this im-
pending judgment; the sentence may
be remitted through faith in the name
of the Judge; all the prophets had
pointed forward to this and anyone
may receive remission of sins. Notice
the phases: the mind is directed to
Jesus Christ; the conscience is plough-
ed by emphasis.on coming judgment;
then comes the message of deliver-
ance, pardon and peace. And then
the Holy Spirit falls on the hearers, |
wonder whether we know so little of
any powerful visitation of the Holy
Spirit because we have unintentionally
changed the emphasis.

Modern Preaching. )

It is the preaching of judgment and
the call to repentance that is produc-
ing the greatest stir among religious
circles in America at the moment, The
prophet of woe,is attracting the ears
of those to whom the talk of the love
of God and the forgiveness of sins has
been totally irrelevant. And can we
imagine any time in the twentieth cen-
tury when such a message could be
more appropriate than the message of
impending judgment? Its realistic
note grips the complacent, arrests the
indifferent, and arouses the ‘‘almost
persuaded” to decisive actien. The
holiness of the Judge in the light of
His agony on Calvary, where the right-
eousness of God is most plainly set
forth (Rom. iii 25, 26), brings that
conviction of sin that we have all
agreed is needed.” How can decision
be anything but shallow if there is no
real conviction of sin? And how can
sin be seen, in its exceeding sinfulness
except agamst a background of the
holiness of God? And how can the
holiness of God be appreciated by a
generation that is ignorant of God's
law? And how will the thunders of
the law reverberate to-day unless we

publish the demands of a holy God
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f.d proclaim the judgment that must
surely come? Do we really think that
the New Testament pattern outlined
in the sermons there reported encour-
ages us to lead people to Mount Cal-
vary before they have been to Mount
Sinai? Or is it that we are afraid of
what the Puritans called “a new
work’’? Much evangelical preaching
to-day is so severed from the holiness
of God, His righteousness in judgment
and the categorial demand of His law,
that the phrase of John the Baptist,
“Flee from the wrath to come,” seems
long outmoded.

The Preacher.

How can we hope to recover a note
of urgency in our witnessing, and pro-
claim effectively the impending judg-
ment in messages we are called upon
to give, if our lives are not lived under
the shadow of impending judgment?
More surely than ever before it is time
for judgment to begin at the House of
God! Because there is no condemna-
tion for those that are in Christ Jesus,
most of us are inclined to treat sin far
too lightly. If we would proclaim with
conviction and power impending judg-
ment, then we must live habitually in
the light of it.

Each word we speak has infinite effect;

EaChhSOIUI we touch must go to heaven or
ell.

And this our one chance through eternity

To drop and die like dead leaves in the
brake!

Be earnest, earnest, earnest, mad if thou wilt!

Do what thou dost as if the stake were

]'leaven,
And that thy last deed ere the Judgment

Day.
—Charles Kingsley.)
—"“The Christian ' Graduate” (London).

+-
ROME IN ENGLAND.

Mr. J. A. Kensit, speaking recently at
Swindon, England, at a meeting presided
over by the Rev. J R. Hassett, Vicar of
Rodbourne Cheney, a suburb of Swindon,
said: ‘‘British freedom is synonymous with
Protestantism., We have had to get rid of
the priest to make room for freedom, but
Rome is working overtime to rehabilitate her-
self in England to-day. She starts with the
child. The Convent school is @ real menace
and many Protestant parents are exceedingly
short-sighted on this matter. Rome pulls
many political strings and has an undue pro-
portion of adherents in Government offices.
She utilises the cinema, and Rome is promin-
ent at Hollywood, and she iss well dug in
with the puﬁlic press.

Thoughtful people see how Romanism is
more and more departing from the New Tes-
tament Christianity for during the last 100
years she has added to her creed—already
overloaded with unscriptural and superstiti-
~us doctrine—three new dogmas, namely, in
¢ 854 the Immaculate Conception of the Vir-
gin Mary, then in 1870 Papal infallibility.

and now in 1950 the Bodily Assumption of '

the Virgin Mary. These make plain that in
place of a growing adherence to Christ there
has' been a development of the adoration of
%he Virgin Mary.”

PERSONAL

A memorial tablet to the memory of the
late Mr. Arnold Mote, was dedicated in St.
Clement's Church, Mosman, by the Rector,
Archdeacon F, O. Hulme-Moir, on Sunday
morning, April Ist. Mr. Mote had been or-
ganist at St. Clement's Church for @ consider-
able period and the memorial tablet has been
placed on the console of the organ.

* * * *

Rev. W. 8. McLeod has been appointed
acting rector of Holy Trinity, Erskineville,
to enable the rector, the Rev. M. Roger-
son, to proceed to Great Britain to see his
aged mother, Mr. Rogerson expects to return
in August.

* * * *

Mr. Don Noble, recently of the staff of
C.ENE.F. Memorial Centre, Sydney, was
married in St. Andrew's Cathedral on March
28th to Miss June Kerr, by the Archbishop
of Sydney, assisted by the Rev. Graham Del-
bridge. We offer our best wishes to Mr. and
Mrs. Noble.

* * % E

The Rev. J. F. W. Mason, preaching his
farewell sermon on Easter Day at St. John's,
Moss Vale, N.S.W,, prior to leaving for Bal-
larat, announced that his successor would be
the Rev. A. W, Prescott, Rector of Austin-
mer, Diocese of Sydney.

“THE RECORD” SALE.

As our readers know the date this vear
has been fixed for Friday, June 8th, at J1.30
a.m. The Chapter House is not this year
available for the holding of Sales of Work.

We are grateful under these circumstances
to the Bible Society for allowing us the use
of their assembly room at the Bible House,
Bathurst St. We hope our friends will make
a note of the date and place. Gifts in kind
or in money may be left at the Church Re-
cord office during office hours, Monday to
Friday. All the usual stalls are being ar-
ranged for.

A NEW STUDY ON
THE SECOND ADVENT

“BEHOLD, THY KING COMETH”

A symposium—=Edited by Brother
Edward

Foreword by Rev. D. R. Davies
8/6, postage 5d.

C.S.5.M. BOOKSHOP

239 ELIZABETH ST., SYDNEY
(nr. Bathurst St.), M4161 (3 lines)

Required at once—

Nurses for several Stations.

The Original Lnhabitants of ‘Australia
Look to the Church for Help

May it not be your vocation to fill one of the many vacant posts

now open in the Missions of the Church?

Matron Housekeeper for Forest River, Western Australia.

Teachers for Forest River and Yarrabah, Q'land.

Applications should be made to the Chairman.
THE AUSTRALIAN BOARD OF MISSIONS

14 Spring Street, Sydney

| «ABBOTSLEIGH” . .

For Prospectus, apply to the Headmistress,
MISS G. GORDON EVERETT, M.A.

. . . .WAHROONGA |

CHURCH OF ENGLAND DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GI LS.

Pupile prepared for all Public Examinations.
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UNIQUE PRESENTATION
OF
THE MESSAGE OF REDEMPTION.

It was a very appreciative and rever-
ent audience of several hundreds of
people who gathered in St. Anne's
Memorial Hall, Ryde, on Good Friday
evening, to see a dramatised story built
around the Passover night and its
message.

Three scenes were enacted — two
in the houss of an Israelitish slave who
was preparing for the Passover and the
great Exodus, and the third in the
home of a proud Egyptian, Hophra,
who would have none of the Divinely-
planned way of escape—the sprinkled
blood. He treated with derision the
efforis of ‘the Israelitish family to per-
suade him to throw in his lot with them
and with Jehovah,

Although the play was actually per-
fermed by amateurs, there was a fin-
nsse of colourful detail, a lavour of the
centuries-old story, and a reverent and
appealing execution which were very
akir to professional.

We saw the simple dwelling where
th: father, the suffering slave, came
home to his wife and daughter to have
his wounds tended, and to tell them
about God's command to kill the Pass-
over lamb. We saw the young Egyp-

tian, haughty, self-confident, unbeliev-
ing, making mock of their prepara-
tions for departure, and we heard St.
Anne's choir singing, ‘‘Behold, the
Lamb of God," turning our thoughts to
Calvary where Christ our Passover was
) The very silence of the
awful midnight in Egypt, and the dark-
n=ss of midday on Calvary seemed all
about us as we heard the choir singing
unaccompanied:

“That day of wrath, that dreadful day
When heaven and earth shall pass

What power shall be the sinner's

meet that dreadful

We were led in vision and thought
through the great crisis of ithe Passover
night—and saw the anguish of the
Fayptian and his mother, bereaved as
God had warned, and shut out from
salvation by his mockery and d
of God's way of life. As he sat, head
buried in hands, the curtain parted
silently, and in hushed stillness was re-
vealed o the audience the lantern re-
flection of a Bible open at Isaiah 53,
across which lay the shadow of the
Cross .and the matchless words of the
chapter, verses three to eight broke the
stillness in a voice clear with sympa-
thetic appeal.

80 BATHURST STREET

CHURCH DEPOT

COMMERCIAL CHAMBERS

SUPPLIERS OF

% SURPLICES
* CASSOCKS
* SCARVES
* HOODS %

* STOCKS

% BANNERS
% CHURCH LINEN %

AT REASONABLE PRICES

FOR CLERGY, CATECHISTS, CHORISTERS, CHURCH PEOPLE
Price Lists and Quotes available on Application

M3479

i
Finally the challenge rang out .

“The wages of sin is death, but the
gilt of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.” *Behold the L.amb
of God which taketh away the sin of
the world.” ““He bore our sin in His
own Body on the tree that we, being
dead to sin should live unto righteous-
ness, by Whose stripes we are healed.”
“For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son that who-
soever believeth on Him should not
verish but have everlasting life.”
“Look unte Him and be ye saved all
the ends of the earth.” ;

Those who heard and saw went
away  with the message of Calvary
written indelibly upon their hearts. In
fact, a few days afterwards one non-
churchgoer told the rector that the mes.
sage had so gone home that he and
his wife had had to take down the
little-used Bible and read the story
again for themselves.

This is written in the hope that
other churches may follow the example
2t by St. Anne's in this unique presen-
tation of the Gospel message, not only
in concept, but in reverent, prayer-
filled, consecrated presentation, that
God may be glorified and our Lord
Jesus received into many a heart as
Saviour and Giver of life.

—A member of the audience.

SYDNEY MISSIONARY AND
BIBLE COLLEGE,

41 Badminton Road, Croydon, N.S.W
Principal: Rev. J. T. H. Kerr, B.A.

The College was founded in 1916 by the
late Rev. C. Benson Barnett, one-time mem.
ber of the China Inland Mission, as an inter.
denominational institution,

The Curriculum includes study of the text
of the Bible as a whole with detailed study
of Gospcls, Acts, Epistles; Bible Doctrine,
Historical Background of the Old Testament,
Prophetic Movement, major movements in
Church History, English, Homiletics, Com-
parative Religion, Evangelism, Practical
Psychology, and Apologetics. N.T. Greek
is optional. Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
may be taken at the University for one term
a year,

Visiting speakers from many parts of the
world keep students in touch with present
day needs and movements in Christian work.
Ample provision is made for practizal work.

Fees are £60 a year, Students can un.
dertake part-time work. 8N

Useful correspondence courses may be had,

Past students are working with many
societies, including the C.M.S.
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® Procession of Witness.

The Procession of Witness on Good Fri-
day through the streets of the city from the
Domain to the Cathedral was carried out
in the usual -efficient manner. The Church
of England Men's Society hz\ndled. the as-
sembly arrangements in the Domain,

Greater numbers took part in this year
than last and the press reported that over
5000 marched. It was an impressive and
colourful sight and there is no doubt that both
as an act of Christian witness anc.‘ as an act
of solemn protest against the continued hold-
ing of the Royal Show on such a sacred day,
the procession serves a most useful purpose,
His Grace, the Archbishop, the Coadjutor-
Bishops, diocesan organisations in ur.nforr_n,
robed clergy and choirs and congregations in
their respective rural deaneries marched six
abreast in a procession over a mile in length,

Whether or not the figures have any re-
lative significance is difficult to ascertain but
while the Procession of Witness showed in-
creased attendances and there were greater
crowds lining the streets to watch it, the press
re'ported considembly decreased attendances
at the Show on Good Friday. It is to be
hoped that this tendency increases so thi}t
the whole weight of Christian sentiment is
brought to bear upon those responsible for
the continued holding of the Show on the
anniversary of our Saviour's .death upon
Calvary.

Among the numerous flags and banners in
the Procession was a newcomer to' the ranks,
the blue flag of the Board of Diocesan Mis-
sions. The Diocesan Missioner marched to-
gether with numbers of Ambassadors of the
Board. The spearhead of diocesan evange-
lism, the work of the Board in winning young
folk and older ones for Christ will consider-
ably strengthen the cause.

® St. Mark’s, Picton.

The Rector, the Rev. D, A. Langford,
ThL., is to be congratulated on the produc-
tion of an excellent parish paper, begun in
recent months. It is a good broad sheet,
well set out in clear type and containing be-
sides the usual items of local interest, articles
both informative and devotional of a high
order.

@ St. Thomas’, Rozelle.

Two young men from St. Thomas', Messrs.
[im Winter and Neville Lane, have entered

Jdoore College to train for the sacred min® ©

stry, At the conclusion of a recent evening
service, the congregation adjourned to the
Parish Hall where a brief case was presented
to Mr. Jim Winter who has begun as Cate-
chist at St. Clement's, Marrickville, under the

Ven. Archdeacon S. H. Denman,

The Diocesan missioner, the Rev. George
Rees, has just concluded a 16 days’ mission
at St. Thomas', where his ministry was much
appreciated and where great blessing was ex-
perienced by many. Attendances at the
Children's Mission averaged over 150 each
day, and a deeply earnest spirit of seeking
l]“‘ SE\ViOlll was {'Vid(‘ntv

bl

LISMORE

® Presentation of Hood to the Rev,
T. A. Baker, Curate.

Following the happy precedent created in
the case of the Rev. ]amvs Payne, and as
intimated in the March issue of this magazine
the Parish Council invites parishioners to join
together in subscribing the money to purchase
and present to the Rev. Thomas Baker the
hood of the Th.L. degree of the Australian
College of Theology. Already some parish-
ioners have handed in their donations and.
no doubt, many more will desire to contri-
bute. It is asked that no more than two
shillings be given by each individual so that
as large a number as possible may share in
this gesture of goodwill to an already much-
esteemed Curate.

The presentation of the hood and diploma
will be made by the Rector at a social hour to
be held in the Parish Hall after Evensong
on Sunday, 15th April. The Rev. Thomas
Baker will be the preacher at the service.
At the conclusion of which, parishioners are
asked to make their way to the Hall where
the ceremony will take place and a light sup-
per will be served. (From Lismore Parish
News.)

—.§___.

MELBOURNE

I have just had letters from England telling
me details of the Consecration of the new
Bishop of Tanganyika, an old boy from my
parish of St. Paul's, Fairfield, Alfred Stan-
way. He has now been enthroned and has
to tackle the very many prohlrms which are
arising in other lands. It is generally known
that the native p,eoples througllou( the world
are claiming rights and privileges which are
probably essential to the good life, but, un-
fortunate]_v. too few have the power of lead-
ership and the knowledge necessary for wise
government and the development of their re-
sources, At such a time those set in auth-
ority in a foreign field have to face great
stresses, and many of us will be thinking par-
ticularly of Bishop Stanway, and those who
are associated with him, as well as those
who have borne the heat of the day in the
amazing sacrificial work which has been
poured out on behalf of the African *people
in that part of the world.

Mr. E. Wallace Berger, who gave such
splendid service in the interests of the South
American Missionary Society, died early this
month. His unfailing and courageous work
enabled a sum of money to be sent each year
to the support of a woman worker in South
America. In his own parish he also rendered
xcellent service, and, though he reached a
great age, his passing will leave a gap not

easily to be filled.

There were several appointments during
the month of February, and the following
men have begun their new work: The Rev.

E. R. Baldwin has gone to St. Chad's, Chel-

sea; the Rev. R. H. Pidgeon, to Drysdale;
the Rev. C. ]. Apsey to St. Paul's, Geelong;
the Rev. . A, Keay has been appointed
Chaplain to ""Wadhurst."” The Bishops have
appointed the Rev, Alfred Bird to the Chap-
laincy of Trinity College; the Rev. W. R.
Potter has accepted my nomination to the
Districts of Glenroy, and Pascoe Vale. Two
of our brethren are visiting England almost
immediately, the Rev. K. H, Roberts, of Wer-
ribee, and the Rev. R. Campbell Findlay, of
St. Alban's, Armadale The Rev. G. G.
Tymms is to take charge of St. Thomas’,
Werribee, and for the time being the Rev.
W. B. Hunter will remain at Thornbury East.
(From the Archhishop’s Letter.)

PR L

GIPPSLAND

® St. Paul’s Stir-up Campaign.

The Dean of Sale, the Very Rev. Dr, C. B.
Alexander, and Rev. W. H. Childs, Diocesan
Commissioner for Gippsland, said farewell to
the parishioners of St, Paul's Church of Eng-
land, Warragul. on Sunday night, that being
the occasion of the last service in the ''‘Stir
Up Campaign’ which had been conducted
over the past week

Parishioners of the St. Paul's Church of
England presented Dr. Alexander and Mr.
Childs with two prayer books in recognition
of their work over the last week,

The Stir Up Campaign itself was a great
success. There were 356 acts of Commun-
ion; 353 children in church; and separate
acts of worship amounted to 1629,

Mr. W. O. MacPherson, the oldest lay
reader in the diocese, presented the Prayer
Book to Dr. Alexander. He said he could
not find adequate words to express what the

parishioners of St. Paul's felt for the work
of the Dean and Mr. Childs.

Dr, Alexander, in reply, thanked the par-
ishioners and friends of St. Paul's, and said
that he and Mr. Childs had only come along
to stir up the gift which belonged to the
people of the Anglican faith, “If we have
made the charch life of St. Paul's stronger,
then we have been paid one hundred fold.
I appreciate this gift of the Prayer Book, and
let me assure you it will be used. | would
like to see the fruit of this stir-up campaign
borne in strength and loyalty handed on" to

HYMN BOOKS AND CHORUSES.
Vi@oldan Bells,” 703 pieces.
One of the best selecions available.
Excellent for all ages, especially children.

Music and words, cloth boards, 18/9; paper
boards, 15/-.

Words only.—Linen, 3/4; cloth boards, 5/3.
C.S.S.M. Choruses,

These are well known and widely used.
No. | contains 324 pieces.
No. 2 contains 211 pieces,
Music—cloth boards, 10/6; linen, 6/6.
Words only, paper 8d.; manilla |/-,
Denominational Hymn Books (music) stocked

C.5.5.M. BOOKSHOP .gm
239 ELIZABETH ST. SYDNEY {?J
(nr. Bathurst St.), M4161 (3 lines) Y 3
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your Rector. I feel overjoyed that Mr. Gee
is here in Gippsland. He has a difficult task
to perform in the change-over in this area,
from a rural to a semi-industrial area, and
for that task we want the best man we can
et. | feel you have the very man in your
ﬁector, But the best Rector in the world
is of no use unless he is backed by the mem-
bers of his parish, so I urge you to help your
rector and his good wife, and make this life
at St. Paul's great. | hope we missioners
will go on from strength to strength,” he said.

Mr, Childs said he liad great joy at being

with the Dean on the Mission. Mr, Childs re- 6

ferred to the words of Mr. Holden, district
inspector of schools, when he said that if the
church had the.children Sunday by Sunday
each year for one hour, it would only use
up one fortnight of their young lives.
youthless church is a user

the speaker, “‘and the strength of a church
is in the people teaching the children. Do
not apologise for your faith, you are
members of the Church of England, be proud
of it, and respect the faith of others. Where-
ever you are, or whatever you do, shine for

Christ.”

Dr. Alexander then presented a book to
Mrs. MacPherson, for her help during the
campaign, both in the various matters of the
Church, -and for her outstanding duties as
church organist.

ess church,” said

The evening closed with an excellent sup-
per served by the ladies of the church.

—"Warragul Gazette."

ACCOUNTANT in City Commercial Office,
son of clergyman, desires Board with private

family, North Shore. Ring JM 3223.

FOR SALE.—Pulpit, Reading Desk, Com-
munion Table, and Credence Table. Apply
for particulars to Moore College, Newtown,

N.S.W.

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER reguired
for St. Andrew’s, Wahroonga. Apply The
Rev. A. N. S. Barwick. ‘'Phohe: JW 3278.

Proper Psalms and
Lessons

April 8. 2nd Sunday after Easter.

M.: Ex. xvi 2-15 or Isa. lv; John v
19-29 or | Cor. xv 35. Psalms 120,
P21 128, 123,

E.: Ex. xxxii or xxxiii 7 or [sa. 56

|-8; John xxi or Phil. iii 7. Psalms 65,
6.

April 15. 3rd Sunday after Easter.
M.: Numb. xxii 1-35 or Isa. lvii 15;

A Mark v 21 or Acts ii 22. Psalms 124,

125, 126, 127.
E.: Numb. xxii 36-xxiii 26 or xxiii
27-xxiv end or Isa. lix; John xi 1-44 or

Rev. ii 1-17. Psalms 81, 84.
April 22. 4th Sunday after Easter.

M.: Deut. iv [-24 or Isa. Ix; Luke
xvi 19 or Acts 1ni. Psalms 128, 129,
130, 131.

E.: Deut. iv 25-40 or v or Isa. Ixi;
Luke vii 1-35 or Rev. ii [8-iii 6.
Psalms 145, 146.

“WHY READ?
HOW TO READ.,
WHAT TO READ.”

A new booklet by Rev. A. H. Hawley, B.A.,
B.D. Much helpful advice is given as to the
best way to derive help from Christian
literature available to-day.
One of the valuable features is a classified
list of best books on various subjects.

Price 1/6 (posted. 1/8).
KESWICK BOOK DEPOT,

For Everything Evangelical,
315 Collins St., Melbourne

THE ONLY PROTESTANT HOME OF ITS KIND IN THE STATE.
It embraces all and refuses none who are eligible for admission,

THE HOME OF PEACE

(Deaconess Institution)
ADDISON ROAD, PETERSHAM. ’'Phone LM 4803
It is lupPorted by voluntary gifts. Kindly send yours to the Hon. Treasurer (above address)
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED Hav;: you IEhe WILL to give? "\thri there's a WILL there's a way.’

the Home in your ‘WILL.
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attractive manner.

Phone: M 3164,

THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY

has speakers available for every type ‘of parish meeting, organisation,

schools, and other week-day and week-night gatherings. = Fascinating

lantern and still film lectures are also given to bring the B.C.A. missions,

hostels, hospitals, Flying Medical Services and Mail Bag Sunday School

before Church members in the cities and near country areas in an

These talks are something different.
to-day for an appointment.

Address:
THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY,

Diocesan Church House, George St., Sydney

3

Ring or write
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+ bers of his parish, so I urge you to help your
rector and fnis good wife, and make this life
at St. Paul's great. [ hope we missioners
will go on from strength to strength,” he said.

Mr, Childs said he had great joy at being
with the Dean on the Mission. Mr, Childs re-
ferred to the words of Mr. Holden, district
inspector of schools, when he said that if the
church had the.children Sunday by Sunday
each year for one hour, it would only use
up one fortnight of their young lives. "
youthless church is a user ss church,” said
the speaker, “and the strength of a church
is in the people teaching the children. Do
not apologise for your faith, If you are
members of the Church of England, be proud
of it, and respect the faith of others. Where-
ever you are, or whatever you do, shine for

Christ.'

Dr. Alexander then presented a book to
Mrs. MacPherson, for her help during the
campaign, both in the various matters of the
Church, -and for her outstanding duties as
church organist.

The evening closed with an excellent sup-
per served by the ladies of the church,

—"Warragul Gazette.”

ACCOUNTANT in City Commercial Office,
son of clergyman, desires Board with private

family, North Shore. Ring JM 3223.

FOR SALE.—Pulpit, Reading Desk, Com-

munion Table, and Credence Table. Apply
for particulars to Moore College, Newtown,

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER required
for St. Andrew's, Wah Apply The

ahroonga.
Rev. A. N. S. Barwick. 'Phohe: JW'3278.

I.: X, XV1 Z2-
19-29 or | Cor. xv 35.
12F; 142,123,

E.: Ex. xxxii or xxxiii 7 or lsa. 56

1-8; John xxi or Phil. iii 7. Psalms 65,
6.

or isa. Iv; john v

Psalms 120,

April 15. 3rd Sunday after Easter.
M.: Numb. xxii [-35 or Isa. lvii 15;

A Mark v 21 or Acts ii 22. Psalms 124,

125, 126, 127.
E.: Numb. xxii 36-xxiii 26 or xxiii
27-xxiv end or Isa. lix; John xi 1-44 or

Rev. ii 1-17. Psalms 81, 84.
April 22, 4th Sunday after Easter.

M.: Deut. iv 1-24 or Isa. Ix; Luke
xvi 19 or Acts iii. Psalms 128, 129,
130, 131. ‘

E.: Deut. iv 25-40 or v or Isa. Ixi;
Luke wvii [1-35 or Rev. ii 18- 6.
Psalms 145, 146.

“WHY READ?
HOW TO READ.
WHAT TO READ.”

A new booklet by Rev. A. H. Hawley, B.A,,
B.D. Much helpful advice is given as to the
best way to derive help from Christian
literature available to-day.
One of the valuable features is a classified
list of best books on various subjects.

Price 1/6 (posted, 1/8).
KESWICK BOOK DEPOT,

For Everything Evangelical,
315 Collins St., Melbourne

THE ONLY PROTESTANT HOME OF ITS KIND IN THE STATE.
It embraces all and refuses none who are eligible for admission,

THE HOME OF PEACE

(Deaconess Institution)

ADDISON ROAD, PETERSHAM.

It is supported by vcluntary gifts.

'Phone LM 4805

Kindly send yours to the Hon. Treasurer (above address)
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THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY

has speakers available for every type of parish meeting, organisation,

schools, and other week-day and week-night gatherings. = Fascinating

lantern and still ilm lectures are also given to bring the B.C.A. missions,

hostels, hospitals, Flying Medical Services and Mail Bag Sunday School

before Church members in the cities and near country areas in an

attractive manner. These talks are something different.
to-day for an appointment.

Address:
THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY,

Diocesan Church House, George St., Sydney

Ring or write
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A RELIEVING MATRON WANT'-D FOR 50OYS' HOuE 7
RECTOR GEAD TO R CEIVE UNWANTED CHURCH FURNISH INGS
FAMILY SERVICE CENTRE  (3)
C.E.N,E.Fs BOOK ROOM E"
UNITED PROTESTANT AS: OCIATION
PARTNER WITH CAR

RECORD SALE OF WORK

LIBERAL PARTY

M"M

OF VICTORIA

f+ LID.

WOOrLrLIES (WANTED WHAT YOU DO HOQT WANT)

s/C
a3 s/C

ouT
" B.CiE.GsGe8e D'HURST
AJAX ELECTRICAL

»

W LIERATIONS

HOME OF PHACL
DEACONESS INSTITUTION

PULPIT,READING DESK etc. FOR SALE
ACCOUNTANT DLEIRES BOARD

HE KING'S SCHOOL

ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER WOR WAHROONGA

CHURCH VISSION~ARY SOCIETY

KESWICK BOUK DEPOT
CeSeSeMe
DALRYMPLE'S BOCK DEPOT
BUSH CHURC +ID £OCIETY
WANTED USELESS WOOLLIES
PARTNER WITH CAR.
.CORD SALE W
Young Kother wantf; w%rll){ atLhoglg,sggxlng,laundry,handcrafts.etc. Farily Service
Cehtre. MA 9620

WANTED BOARD ON FARM,with 11ight work for young man recently recovered from
11?8! eFamily Scpvice Centre MA 9620

8 ne. . 1n
OARD AND RESIDENCE- University student requires board & resldence
? Private heme house. Hill help in garden. Reply to P Widmark,The
. ait

)¢ P - 0110 " T8




