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This week Roman Catholic 
end Protestant Christiuns have 
been asked to pray for Christ­
ian unity and indeed Christian 
unity is a subject much 
discussed these dnys because 
most people realise th..~t dis­
unity is out of keeping with 
God's will; but most of the 
talk is bused on ~ important 
misunderstn.nding nnd so is 
directed to qui to n wrong goal. 

The basic mistake is a 
confusion between denom.:im tions 
and the Church of Christ. 
Denominations nre essentially 
service organisations which 
link con0regations together. 
However, in linking then 
together they also have the 
eff0ct of sepurnting congre­
gn tions fron other congre­
~ations linked with another 
service orgnnisntion or 
den~minntion. These service 
link-ups differ in type. Thus 
there is tho very loose 
denominational structure of 
the Plyoouth Brethren whore 
the conerogntions nre linked 
by n COI!1JJ0n nu+.lnrik ,..!"'+ho")'> 
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church, w~ich GcQ hc.d m~de . 

;; ,)SUS spcko of bui l ding 
His C~"lurch, th'"'..t is go..thori ng 
people ro1mC. ~Iinself. Tho wo.y 
Re gc. tho r3 -tl1Gn, thc..t is, tho 
"li'..'J Ho builds His church, is 
thr ouc-;h tho p::'o".ch:..ng of the 
Gos pc::... Thus 1:10 rcr-.d in Acts 
2:4.1 --:::.1d 47 th':'..t tho Lord ndded 
to Hi.:":self those VTho bGlievod 
he GJspcl. It w~s to t his 

r;.cti vi "':,y tr:.~. t -:i..; roforroc1 whon 
He s·:.id to St. Peter 11 On tl:is 
i· .Jck I will built: rr.y church" . 
On t}:I_.-,_ t occ~cion J csus ho..d 
~sken His disciples the question 
"Ylhon do you sc~y thc:t I nm?" 
~.nd Pe;tcI" hc.d replied "You a.re 
the C-iris t 1 tho Son of the l:iv­
i ng God". J 0st.~s o.cceptod this 
roplJ ;:_·.s ;:;rt;_th 1o1hich God hnd 
r~veo..l~d ~o Fotor , c:.nd Ho s:i.:id, 
" ~ou c..~.:-e Po tor, nnd upon this 
r ock I ·.·;ill build IJ ~.r church" 
1r11c,_,+ -"-· , ., l e:.. · 6 ) 
,111"vu:ie\~ v.J.. ~ 

The rc,;k on vi'I!.ch Christs 
church h~'.s ci.'}_·•;':'.ys boN! built is 
fcitn ~n J~sus cs t}:l0 Son of 
G0C:. . Al::.. r1Lc c.ckr..owler1ge thj_s 
trut~1 .".rJ c.ri.c:ccl b«r Christ t o 
Eis go.. thi;ring of peo;ile :i..round 

• 

than by any paper cmstitu tion; 
at the other end of the scale 
is the strongly centralised 
structure of the Roman Cath::ili.c 
denomination in which aJl ulti­
mate control rests with thl 

J.tican. 

Vie give denomina ti.ms the 
name of churches 9 in the same 
way as we call a building a 
church, but neither use of the 
word corresponds to the New 
Testament meaning. When J esus 
told His disciples in Matthew 
16:18 "I will build my church" 
He was not referring to an 
organisational structure or to 
a building, but rather to an 
assembly 9 or gathering of 
people. For the v1ord church 
literally means a gathering. 
In the OJd.Testament the people 
of Israel were called God's 
'mrch. He had gathered then 

~11to Palestine 9 drawing them 
out from :Egypt through the 
crossing of the Red Sea und 
through tho wilderness. He 
gathered them round Himself in 
Palestine ruld God's temple in 
Jerusalem wCY.s, o.s it were, the 
contre of this gathering~ or 
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heavenly 
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throne (Ephesians 

\Thile it is true thnt 
this heavenly church is the 
3sential church, the holy 
:ath~ lic Church of Christ, it 
is nls o true thnt Christ 
P,nthers His peopl e on earth in 
local hntherings, or churches , 
in different l ocalities ~d at 
different tines . He has 
pronised to be present where 
two or three are r:'.let in His 
nane and each of these gather­
ings is a perfect and conplete 
church of Christ; for He is 
present, and His people are 
pr esent, and so n othing is 
lacking for conpleteness of 
the gathering or church. It 
is nt this point that the 
tlenonination enters. The 
l ocal gntherinBS of Christ 

ive over the centuries becone 
Jcustoned to link thenselves 

t oeether in various patterns 
of fell owship, colled denonin­
Qti~ ns, o.nd nlth~ugh this is 
helpful f or certain r.w .. tters 
which ~ffGct the life of the 
church in the world , it hns 
this nost unfortun~te conse-

. . 
Rir::se l.f , c:'l10 H ........ ., 'l'E.'st'.".rrnnt 

• t'ni'"'1 ·s rf tt.1·; S ,,,..,+;, .. _,-("l·,.," "S 
.L.• .1.1.!\ .. • ,) • 1 .... - f_, ..... JJ..-V- :-o '---

p:w...--:r .. :"1:1..y Jn He:.Ysn c:.nd E•.; crevvs 
12 spcC'..ks ,. f Christi.':'.Jls ·,,rl1ile 
till t , h . . . d s ' n C['~·c .1. 1"'..S ~ C' .. Vl.rlG J·IlG 

-cbC'..t c;c.. ~l~herir:.g 2.r ':.u...">1.c1. Christ 
in ~1c"..vcm :f :..,r v:hich th3 C1:1.. 
...., ., c-+,..,....,en..... ·-· ~th,,,,~..,.,~ - .1.• ..1...1"" 

{ _.)Jv"".L l,, .~ JJ..-V""'"J_ ... 1~, ...._,,~ u'"'v 

_sr~e~itcs ~ unC G.( 1 s to~ple 
:.n J ..... ruso.L~n ···;::.s ·--...f ··r0::'u1rr:.02. 
'.:'ho ·:triter ·...;f ~= · .. brows puts tho 
n.':.~tcr in t! .. is ·:ny , i·-:::··_,~J. c.re 

,-.r t r\ ..... ,.- -r- ,..,_~,...Y" i-- ·0. t -v c .. .1C , '"·un., t..,~~~-, ,.10 ~l., 

_,f th..: li1,:i.:.1,r;: G --~, ',h.~ hec.7enJ.y 
Ji:..:rus::-.lon, t t:':w ryYici.d rc:.n!cs 
of :::.1:..1\cls c.nc'. t... th~ cLv.rc:b.. o:f.' 
the F~rs~b~~l an~ol:s~ in 
Ho~v.ren , t '.~· G-0r~ thG 2\ic1

_ ~e '..i f • 
"'11 ~11 1 + r, tr"" ~·.---i· ri· ..._" Of~ L.~ -"'~ ~ "' . \.\. :.J ._. • - 'I.:; ;::J I, . V k-· t1 ---1- .I 

·ff i:sJt "'-n . ..:i + u~ -:- 0 '"'il,.., the_.,.. 
--~ . '·- · -··- .., .... v .y - ..., . ~'"*· 

r1 C' 1 i· r ···r ,.., -~ t1 1 • llP\'/ C . i1-C '1'"'..,., +•J r· ' 1..... Lot. c lJ ._,..... _L ...... J.. ....,. ...._ ,., . "' L :..J.- V,. 

·r h , · · ~ ~-ore \"!e C'..-.:L.. o. '~Gs cr1p-;-, i o:a OI 

Christ 's cl1 i.::c8h . It. ~s 2. 

hoc.venly c!1u::~!1 &;~: th~.red r rJUni 
J GSUS in Hc.:C..VG:D. ac.c1.. we c::.re 
o.lrcl"'..c'y ncr:lb2rs o f l t, ::' r..1 r vrc 

-.,~ n.lref'..Jy 1Jcen justifi.~c~ in 
ur spirit o.nd ~-1~c~o perfect 

tbr.'u;;:.1 f cr .r:i"'tonoes, oven 
thouch in : .. 1.lr bccl.ios vm Cl.r e 
still w:--.i tinr for ':' Ur full 
rode:-rp ti .J ~. ·~ As St. ?:ml snys 
wo o.. r o oJ!."·eo.cy sh:'.ring Christ's ,. 
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tho No·;1 Tcst::-Lent ::12...l.co the 
purpo su cl<)C.r ( Ephosio.ns 4: 19 
C)lossio..ns 3;16, :-Iob:;:ovrs 10:25) 
ncnoly tho..t v10 nect i..."Yl church 
for the purpose of reoeobering 
Christ, who Ee is, ['..nd Hh:J.t Ho 
~s done for us c..nd so 0f 

oncCJurc..ging ono '.:'n,..;th\..,r in the 
fo.i th, c.nd roninding oo.chother 
Of r Ur he:::ivonly j_nhcri t2YlCO to 
\)e entered on fully c. t Cbris t' s 
c ooing . Thus v10 noot fer 
follsi,·1::hip G.."'ld sh;:i.ring of 
spiri~ucl th~r4s on tho be.sis 
of our corTJun hoc.ve:nly status. 
1!/e do nelJ. to iJ(.;O..suro up our 
own church <·.go.inst this yo..rd­
sti.ck of the Now Testonent 
pCJ:rpose of n....;cting together for 
fell ·:;wship in Ciiristic.n things. 

There is no roe.son 
requirirl[; c'.Jngroga. tL,ns to be 
linked with c:i..ch ot:b3r Gig o.niz­
·'lti ::mc.lly; and. in tl:e ec.rly 
,enturios thGy wo"".:.'e not linked 
in this v.-:::;.y, th::-iugh po.ttorns of 
fellovrnh::i.p dcvolopGd such o.s 
Novo..tiriii., :Jon'..tist c.nd Cn.thobc. 
On ~ho c th::;r h-u1.d there is 
li ttlo r~r- ro in denon-Ln-:::. tionnl 
grcrnpin0s so long r:s \YO c.void 
the ~cop~r:ti0n of on.king then 

.. 
. quonce, t}~2 t Christi o.ns h.:::;.ve 
c~ce to confine their ~ollow­
ship tc) Clu"'isti 'l.""ls within the 
s~i:ie der.,..Jr1i:n-:.ti··mc::.l gr:.:..up. It 
is to ovcrc~oe this fenture 
thnt n:.:. d2n1 schc:r:ws · f Christ­
i.'Ul uni t~r c..rc being pro:10tod, 

'1ich -:.1 though co..llc::<'l scherws 
~1f church uniJn r:.re re:i..lly 
sche::-ios for CJ:Jt'.lg8.i."1C.tion of 
donooin~tians, for the real 
church of Christ c~n n.:vcr be 
Qi virled since Christ c~nn--)t be 
divided 2nd H8 c.sseoo~es His 
church nrounj hin. Ann.lgc..nc:. t­
i on cif ~cnooin~tions in itself 
will never achieve tho object 
of true Chrisb.c.n m1ity. for 
it is dca.ling ·with tho syoptocs 
end not th.:: cc.use of our 
disunity, ·.rhich s)rincs fron 
our fcirgotfulnes2 cf c.:ur vni ty 
in Christ tn Eec.vcn, 

However, the question 
'"'rises: since the church is 

sser1bled round Christ in 
Hec.ven. o..nd vro who believe in 
Christ f'..Yl' alrc.J.dy ·•er;ber3 '::f 
that nsse:1bl], ·11h:;. ·l,, is -che 
purp8se o f o..sser::~ling ir1 l'.)cc.l 
groups fr~n tine to tic0 here 
cnd now? Several po.ssc..ges in 
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own church r~gc.inst this ya.rd­
stick of tho Now Testo.nent 
pu:rpose of T:.1-.)Gting together for 
foll ·:;wship in Clir.istic:.n things. 

There is no reason 
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will never achieve "'tho object 
of true Chris b .. c..n unity. for 
it is dco..ling ·Ni th tho s:ynptocs 
r::.na. not th..: cc.use of our 
disunity, -.1hich s)rincs froo 
our f0rgoi;fulnes2 cf ~ur unity 
in Christ tn Ee<:von, 

However, the question 
,,rises: since the church is 

ssenblod round Christ in 
Hec.ven. end vrc v:ho believe in 
Christ C'..ru nlro2dy .,e~ber3 ~f 

thnt .:J.sse:1blf, ·!lh'1 't. is ·che 
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en~u~~ c..s a c~nsequence the 
R":i~~n CC'.th::.J.i c Churcl: expects 
,,,,.,; .:t· -- t~ C"~1~ _._i,, ,,,.._,l~h the r ther 
\,,A;..U.. ·j . .._i "': .. __ .,., 01.h :J .... ~_:> .. ...... 

·:'3.cn_,r::in::. ti::,ns J 01::i1nG" l t. As 
'"', 2 n:::.Y'c C.:--t:_~ lie sp_1~:es!'1o.n 
1v-:.s ... ~ 2po::c~0cl i:-.1 ?.I' nc~c..y 's r:i~ rn.:.. 

ng p-:.~11..::::- t l-ic.v0 stc..toc: c..t n 
Jhristi.::ix. ULi t:r Sy:·ipcsiur.:. held 
in 3yCi:1ey l~s 't 8u1c:.c.y, 11 ?rori 
the R Lm C'"'.th_ lic Church ' s 
;,oint r; f V _:_ 0''' , U'1i t~,r is the 
;;.lJs-:r::-Y-+:; '_:n :;i r.Jth:.. r c~81L.J!1in2t-
i .·ns l)~' t:-_,~ R : :.:...Yl c~.thc.Jli c 
Church 11

• ;_vr:.2.n C:.th~ltc.s bt:.se 
th; cL_:i::.~ ~hC'.-i:: -choir 'bnc:iin_i. t­
i on is t}1e ::r1e Churc~l of Garist 
on their ~n~er~retntion of our 
Ls r (: 1 s w;.:I'r13 t.; PGte!', 11 TJ:Y>U 
:..1·t Pct •.:: :.... c...r..c1 :_·:.1 this rock I 
~i~l tuil~ GJ church. 
}bi".'UVC•I', 2.S 11 • !(enr1rick , 
fornc .cl~.:- R'~n.:--::1. C'"'. "th' lie Arch­
bish8p of ~t. L0uic, told the 
first V-:.ticm1 C8uncil, the 
n~jority of early Cbristinn 
ri te::."'s tm:'..c:i::·c:to.:il:. ch.::: vnrclo 
on t~is r ,ck' ~ o refer to the 

fo.i th th.::-~t ?12t : :!' ho..d just 
:rr :.Jfessod s nr-.:Jel:.r fc.i th t::i.nt 
J )SUS 13 -)10 ~'.ies si c.r_, the Son 
of G.J(:. ~bv1 01'. tho Romnn 
C.-:.-'.;hc,lJ c pr:L1ciplG th:J. t thG 
Scri1nur0s ['..:;:>,__; ~ 'Jniy to be 

2.. centre af l ::>y':.lty end of 
substituting o.. worldly minded 
.'.lllxiety to pr omote the interests 
of tho denonino.t i on f or the 
heo..venly nindedness end poc.ce 
in God which sh 1uld ch.-:.rc..cter­
~ se eve ry Christion. The r .)o t 

:ror of the nodern novernents 
t cw-:.rds union 8.Ilc1 o...r1c.lgruJnt i on 
of the ~ononin~t ions is the 
fnilure t o recognise thnt the 
unity '"':~angs t the congrcgc.tions 
ci ueht to be firnly b::'.sed on tle 
recognition of their unity in 
Christ's henvenly church. 
This is o.. unity of l ove and of 
ncceptcnce of ench other, 
r ather them of unity of consti­
tutions nnd content . 

It is n g rave nistc.ke 
to i dentify the one Holy Cnth­
olic Church wh ich Christ is 
assenbling nrounQ His throne 
in Heaven with nny of the 
1 '1.onino.. ti ons or VTi th o. union 
0~ the various den ominutionnl 
structures; nnd yet this grnve 
nistnke is very widespreo..cl. 
Thus the Rorian Co..tholic denon­
in~tion i dentifies herself 
with this ono Ho l y c~ tholic 
Church of Christ en~ no..turc.lly 
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~n~u~t ~s a cansequGnce the 
R':;::.:i.:-.n C:.th:lic Ci'iurch expects 
u.Y!ity t::-. cs:-1::: th.2 ') '..lGh tho c-thor 
~cnsoin~ti~ns joi~in~ it. As 
~- :: ' !1:::.n C:-- t:~ li c sp:J::es!:1o.n 
\,,..., S -~~,-. r. -.L-.-'- -,r,- l. ' 1 1'1' nr1 " 1 T 1 S rim.:.. 

~ ~ .J.. V.1-''.J tJ~\...... • .£.• ,... 1.<.vJ --.i.V 

i1g P:'..~~u ~ t ~ l-:c..v0 stc.. toe~ ::. t o.. 
Jln·isticx. Ul:i t~r Sy:·-ipr.; siur: held 
in 3yc:::1ey l.'."'.st 3 1.;nc'.c.y 1 

11 ?roo 
the R c.m c~.th. lic Church Is 
J!Oint ,- f v :...c-:''', i..;.1i t:.r is the 
~bs~r~t~ cn •i uth~r ~enJninc.t­
i . ·n~ ,)~' tf-_ <J ~ - =:'"'--Yl c~.thCJ lic 

C}mrch". :-;_ur-:2.Yl C:.th '- lic.-3 bf'..se 
th. cl:.'..:L-:. ~he:.-: their ·bnc::Jin.i.t­
ion is th.:; · r1e Churc;-;. of Garis t 
on their :..n-cer~n"e tnt.l.on of Gur 
Lsn: 1 s w-.::cr1s t::J Peto~, "Th0u 
.. -:.1·t Pot . .;;:." :..r...d v.1 this rock I 
~ill tuil~ ~J ch~rch. 
}fo-.·:evc•T, ::-.s :C.r . !(Gnr1rick , 
fuu"Jc.cl~.· R~.:.,:r·:C'..:1. C".. th' lie Arch­
btsh8p of ~t. LGui~, told the 
first V~ticru1 C8uncil, the 
n~jori~y of ec.rly Cbristinn 
,ri te:::'s un:-..c:i:·f:'to.::ic:. d12 vnrc1s 
on this r ck' ~o refer to the 

fo.i t!'l th::-~t ?Gt :r ho..d just 
:1r.0fessod 5 nr-.:-:iel:.r fc.i th tbnt 
J .:sus i.:; -.:~10 :".~e;ssi o..r , tho Son 
of G.:;::, rbv1 Oll. the Rurmn 
C.:.th(,,lJ c pri.1ciplG tho. t the 
Scrip"Gur0s ~:::-0 ~ -:miy to be 

~ Q centre of l8y:.lty end of 
substituting .'."'..worldly minded 
cmxi£ty to pr omote the interests 
of the denoninntion for the 
henvenly oindedness end poc.ce 
in God which sh':lulc1 chc."..rc.cter­
~ se every Christicn. The r Jot 

_·ror of the nodern nover:ients 
tcw:.rds union o..nc1 o.nclgo.rJnt i on 
of the dcnoninnt i ons is the 
failure t o recognise thnt the 
unity r::::'.)ngs t the congrqsctions 
DU[ht to be firnly br:.sed on tl:e 
recogni ticn of their unity in 
Christ's hecvenly church. 
This is o. unity of love and of 
ncco pt211ce of ea.ch other, 
r nther th.:m of unity of consti­
tutions nnd content . 

It is o. grave mistake 
to identify the one Holy Cnth­
olic Church which Christ is 
assenbling nrounCT His throne 
in Henven with nny of the 
,- '1::>ninn tions or with o.. union 
0 _,_ the various denominntionnl 
structures; n.nd yet this grnve 
oista.ke is very widespreo.cl. 
Thus the Rooc..n Co.tholic denon­
in~tion i dentifies herself 
with this one Holy C~tholic 
Church of Christ nn~ no.turc.lly 



I 
barriers to fellowship nm.angst 
Christi81ls nnd so strengthen 
the unity of he~rt and mind of 
its members. Here is n fruit­
ful field to direct our efforts 
md perhaps the first thing to 
ive our c.ttention to is the 

isolntion th~t strict denomin­
~tionnlism crentes between 
Christic.n o..nd ChristiQ!l. 
However, if we are to extend 
our Christi mi fellowship teyond 
our denominntionnl barriers, it 
cnn only be on the basis of ihJ 
heavenly heritage nnd hope we 
shnre, for this alone trn:nscends 
denominntions. If we were more 
nwo.re of OU!:' hec.venly status, we 
woul d be more alive to our rEOl 
kinship with other Christians, 
no matter whnt denomination 
they were linked with. 

When the Ecumenical Mov~ 
.. . 1ent began 120 yea.rs ngo with 

~he foundation of the Evnngel­
icnl Alliance, it ho.d this 
correct objective of uniting 
Christians on the bnsis of 
their common faith, but in the 
l':.st 50 years the Ecumenical 
Movement ho.s "t.'"!.ken o.. :fhJs9 tum 
by concentro.ting on the ur.iiting 

.. . 
in tcrproted i!l o.ccor j;~nce vri t::-i 
tho F~thors, Ror:i~~J. C"-tholics 
themselves 2.rc bound to follow 
this onjority intorpret~tion, 
th~t tho rocl: i'i':.S f:--.ith in 
Christ. This int~r)rct':.tion 
is nlso the : w st n2. tu:ro.l Ol".e 
:nd it \'·c--.s ::-r:.dcr se6_ by- the 
Jouncil of Tront ( S0sslo_.1 3). 
Not Pot<Jr, but Peters fo..ith in 
Chriut is the rock on ·.ihich 
Christ 1 s c~1urch is b1ri.lt, ::.nd 
-:.11 \':ho sh:"'.ro ti1i3 .:f'.2. ~h c.11d 
believe -ci1c G-c::;pol 2.rc bui: t 
by Ci1rist intc Eis c:1urC;~1. 
Fer on tk. t solid roe"<: of i.'li ch 
iL Eirl H.~ bui. lds ~is c:-i.urch. 

Altbouc~ ct~_r d~ncni!l­
.::-.. ti cno re j c:c t tl'·.o 1-:on~.n C:. tl~Jic 
clc.rr_ to ~)C t.ho cr.e cr:..m·C;~l. 
they hri.vo net in roe or .. ~ yoo.rs 
been [l.}ort to i;?le; rJioi-,r-.:::o c:: 
idontifying t1~.e CJln,;rch of 
Christ v.-ith c. donominc.tion . 
They thoroforc a.re di :-'ccti!lf 
;he ir efforts t:i ur.:-:_fyL~ tlie 
dono1:riinc,tior~3 c..s thrJugh th2 t 
v1ould unify t?:ie cht~:r>cfri. Bat. 
Christ's Cnurcr.. '.Jv i +,s nr:.tE:ce 
is c~d mEst :-:::'.Y:~y~ bo ono . '\le 
crumot uri_ ;____:ir t~c churc:~1, -chougr1 
wo cc..n ~d-shculd brecic dovm 
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barriers to fellowship amongst 
Christi811s ~nd so strengthen 
the unity of heo..rt and mind of 
its members. Hore is a fruit­
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md pe rhaps the first thing to 
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Christians on the basis of 
their common faith, but in the 
l"..st 50 years the Ecumenical 
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by concentro..ting on the ur.d:ting 
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interpreted i!l o..ccorl:-'..nce wit::i 
tho F8.thcrs, non:_-::i.1 c...,_tholics 
themselves 2.ro bound to follow 
this oo..jority intorprot~tion, 
th~ t tho ro cl: \'i"..S f:--.i th in 
Christ . This int~r?rct"..tion 
is nlso the : 10 st n ...,_ turo.l O!'.e 

:nd it \'·c--.s ::'Eder sec~_ by- the 
Jouncil of Tront (Sc:sslo .. 1 3). 
No t Potc;r, but Fct8rs fo..ith in 
Christ is the rock on ·.ihich 
Christ's c:mrch is b1ri.lt, ::.nd 
-:.11 \':ho ch:"'.rc ti1i0 .:f'.:. :;h c.11d 
believe ~~o Gcspol ~re built 
by Ci1rist into Eis c:Ti.IT"(;~l. 
Fcr on tk. t solid roe"<.: of :t'.'l.i ch 
iL HiI'l H.~ bui_ lds :!is c>urch. 

Alt~ouc~ ct~_r d~ncoi~­
.:::. ti enc re j c:c t tl'·.o i:or-:.·-:.n C:. th-:;Jic 
clc.rr. to ~)C t.ho Cr~e cr,ui·e;~l. 
they hnvo net in rocor ... t yco.rs 
bcon [l.lert to i;?ie; r.i irn,f'.:co c:: 
idontifying t1~.e 'Jln;. rch of 
Christ v;ith c. donominc.tion_, 
They thoroforc o.rc di :-'ccti!lf 
;he ir efforts t:i ur.:'..fyL~ tlie 
donominc,tior~.:; o.s thr)ugh th2 t 
v1ould unify t:'.lc chtl:rch. B'rt. 
Christ's Cnurc!: ':)v i +,s nr:ti~re 
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of prayer for Christian unity 
the words of the old prayerj 
that we may in heart and mind 
thither ascend and with Him 
continually dwell. 

[~ 
' ' JI , 

~a·• - '1 ~ V'\.-o 

c~ ~~~ 

~~.~v.,~ 

~~~?~ 
~ G-..t ~ ~ ~ fl;f)_1.ro8 

t. 

of denoninntions :J.s thoueh 
this, even when nchieved, 
would of itself ndvo..nce Christ­
ian unity. 

' At this time of the yeai 1 

r are thinking of tbe Ascen­
sion of Christ into Heaven. 
It is therefore pnrticulnrly 
~pproprinte thnt we should 
remember that in Christ we are 
nlrendy citizens of Honven. 
Vic nnd ::..11 our true Christian 
brothers nre in our spirits 
at tho present ~oment united 
by Christ nround His Heavenly 
throne nnd so in n very real 
way united toeether . So long 
as we are aware of these great 
facts v·re will hE'.ve a bnsis for 
fellowship within our local 
congreGations <:.nd also across 
the barriers of denominational 
Qssociation. Deepening our 
h~avenly mindedness is the true 

.y of strengthening our 
Christion unity. 

Our Lord h~s cone into 
!Ionven to prepare a plnc e for 
us o.nc for nll our fellow 
Christi<:.ns. Do we believe 
it? if so pray in this wcel{ 
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cf prayer for Christian unity 
the words of the old prayer~ 
that we may in heart and mind 
thither ascend and with Him 
continually dwell. 
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