


'PROBLEMS  CHRISTIANS  HA VE 

Thus  -says the Lord, "Behold, I will raise up evil 
against  you  out of your  own  house .... " 

II  Samuel  12:11 

In  much of what one hears about Christianity 
these days,  the  impression  is  often  given  that  the 
course  of one's Christian  experience is  very smooth 
indeed. I  wonder  if  this  is  really  true. I  wonder  if 
perhaps  Christians  have  far  greater  problems  than 
those  who  ,live  outside  of  Christ. 

I  know,  it  must  be  exceedingly  bleak  to  live out
side  of  Christ,  and  those  of  you  who  are  in  that 
situation undoubtedly know this very well. And 
from  a  certain  point  of vi�w,. Christian  people have 
great peace  as  a  part  of ·their  living  relationship 
with  Christ. I  wouldn't  trade  being  a  Christian  for 
anything else in the world. But I still think that 
Christians have very large problems. I think for 
their  own  good they  should face  them. And  I  want 
to  speak  about  the_m  now  so  that  in  case  you  are 
considering  the  Christian  faith,  you  will  not  think 
of  it  as  problem  free. Otherwise,  you  might  start 
trying to  be  a Christion,  you  would  discover  the 
problems  later,  and  then  you  would  retreat  bock 
into  your  old  way  of  life. And  your  second  state 
would  be  worse  than  your  first. 

Now,  w�en  I  say  that  Christians hove  problems, 
1 do  not  simply  mean  that  they  continue  to  hove 
the  same  problems  that  other people  hove. They 
do have  the some  problems, to  a  certain  extent. 
They  get  sick.  They  become  depressed. They  have 
troubl: �oking  ends meet. Surely,  they  do.  But  I 
am thinking  now about  the  special problems  that 
Christians hove to deal with because they ore 
Christ_ions. And  I  am  t�inking  especially about the
problems that ore theirs because  they believe  in 
the  Bible. 
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Bein� a  Christian,  you  see,  means  that  a  person 
recognizes that the Bible is the Word of God. 
Beco·use  God  is  its  author,  it  comes  into  our  life 
with � special  authority. But  when  a  person  reads 
the  Bible,  he  enters a different  world,  and  there 
are  ports  of  that  world  that  are  obscure even hor
rifying, and extremely perpleKing. No�, it's true 
that there ore many parts of the  Bible  that ore 
inspiring,  and  there  are  pqrts  that  ore  comforting. 
But  there  are  other  ports  that  are  ... well,  read 
the  next  poragroph  and  you  will  see  what  I  mean. 

This  is  from  II  Samuel  12  in  the  Old  Testament 
part  of  the  Bible,  and  it  is  the  record  of  the  after
math of David's sin  with Bothshebo. Even people 
who don't know the Bible very well know that 
David committed odulte·ry · with Bothshebo. There 
are  movies  about  this,  as  we might  expect.  In  any 
case,  11  Samuel  12  is  the  record  of  the  visit  of  a 
prophet to David,·  and  this  visit  caused  David  to 
admit his  sin. Notice  how  God  indicated  He  was 
going  to  punish  David  for  what  he  had  done. 

II Samuel 12: 1 -15: "And  the  Lord  sent  Nathan· to 
David. He  came to  him and  said  to him 'There 
were  two  men  in  a  certain  city,  the  one  (ich  and 
the  other  poor. The  rich  man  had  very  many flocks 
�nd  herds;  but  the poor  man  had  nothing but 
little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And 
brought  it  up,  and  it  grew  up  with  him  and 
his  children;  it  used  to  eat  of  his  morsel,  and 
from his  cup,  and  lie  in  his  bosom, and  it  was 
a  daughter  to  him. Now  there  come  a  traveler 
the  rich man,  and he  was  unwilling  to take 
of  his  own  flock  ... to  prepare  for  the 
who  had  come  to  him,  but  he took  the  poor 
lamb,  and  prepored  it  for  the  man  who  had 
to �im.' Then David's anger  was  greatly  kindled 
ag01nst  the  man;  and  he  said  to  Nathan 'As  the 
Lord lives, the man who has done  this 'deserves 
to die; and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, 
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because  he  did  this  thing,  and  because  he  had  no 
pity.' 

"Nathan  said  to  David,  'You  are  the  man.  Thus 
says  the Lord,  the God  of  Israel, "I anointed  you 
king over Israel, and I delivered you out of  the 
hand of  Saul;· and  I  gave you  your master's  house, 
·and  your  master's wives  into  your bosom,  and  gave
you the house of  Israel  and  of  Judah;  and  if  this
were  too  little, I  wo.uld  add  to  you  as  much  more.
Why  have  you  despised  the  word  of  the  Lord,  to
do what is evil in his sight? You have smitten
Uriah the Hittite  with the sword, and  have taken
his wife IBathsheba] to be your wife, and have
slain him with  the sword of  the  Ammonites. Now
therefore the sword shall ,never  depart  from  your
house,  because  you  have  despised  me ....  .''  Thus
says  the  Lord,  "Behold,  I  will  raise  up  evil  against
you out  of  your  own house;  and  I  will  take  your
wives before your eyes, and give them to your
neighbor,  and he  shall  lie  with your  wives  .in the
sight  of  this  sun.  _For  you  did  it  secretly;  but  I  will
do  this thing before all Israel, and before  the s-un.'' '
David said to Nathan, 'I have sinned  against  the
Lord.' And Nathan said to David, 'The Lord  also
has put away  your  sin;  you  shall not  die.  Never
theless, because by this deed you have utterly
scorned the Lord, the child that is born to you
shall  die.' Then  Nathan  went  to  his  house."

Now,  there are some  exasperating  problems  in
this material. If you are a Christian, you should
be willing to face them.  If  you are not a Chris
tian, you might just as well know about these
problems, so that you will be properly advised
when it comes to considering the Christian faith.
There  are  elements  of  II  Samuel  12: 1-15  that  make
us  raise  questions  about  God and  about  the  way
He handles His world. I want  to underscore one
of  them.  See  what  you  think  of  it.

Even  though  God forgave  David's  sin,  God  also 
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said  to  him  that He  would  bring  evil  upon him,  and 
He  would  take  his  wives  and  give  them  to  David's 
neighbor. This is what we read: "Thus says the 
Lord, 'Behold,  I  will  raise  up  evil  against  you  out 
of your own house; and I will take your wives 
before  your eyes, and give them to your neigh
bor,  and he  shall  lie  with your  wives  in the  sight 
of this sun. For you  did  it  secretly;  but I  will  do 
this  thing  before  all  Israel,  and  before  the  sun.' " 
The event which God described was despicable. 
David had killed one of his captains and taken 
that captain's wife and God punished David by 
means  of  an  evil  event.  There  would  come· a  time, 
said the Lord, that David's  wives  would be vio
lated  publicly. 

This  actually  happened,  and  not  very  long  after
word.  In II Samuel  16  there  is  the  record  of  how 
David's son Absalom led a rebellion against his 
father, and as part of that rebeUion he claimed 
David's concubines as his own. The Bible says: 
"'They  pitched  a tent  for  Absalom  upon  the roof; 
ond  Absalom  went  in  to  his  father's  concubines  in 
the  sight  of  all  Israel"  (v. 22). 

All  this,  I  believe,  raises  some  enormous  problems 
for people who take the Bible seriously. Surely, 
Absalom's violating of David's concubines-and 
concubines were actually  wives-was  a  loathsome 
act.  To  take  a  step  back,  the  fact  that  David  even 
had more than one wife, raises  serious questions. 
But given  the  fact  that  he  did,  the  public disgracing 
of  these  women  and  of  David  himself is a  very  low 
point  in  the  human  story.  But  the  most  perplexing 
thing of all is that the  word  that  came from  the 
Lord indicated  that God somehow  controlled this 
event  and  designed  it  as a  punishment  for  David. 

The great question that remains after all our 
consternation has passed is this: Is God really 
as holy as He says He. is? One who takes the 
whole Bible seriously and who thus believes that 
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God actually spoke through Nathan the prophet 
to  David  in  the  words  that  are  recorded  in  II  Sam
uel  12  must  face  this  problem.  Is  there  a  solution? 

There  are  a  couple  of  things  that should  be  said, 
I think, that can begin to put to rest the  grave 
doubts  about  God's  holiness  that  are  raised  by  this 
episode.  In  the· first  place,  we  must  say  that  God's 
arranging  to  punish  David's  sin,  even  though  David 
confessed  it  and  even  though  God assured him  that 
he  was  forgiven,  emphasizes  the  ruinous  character 
of sin. We have become habituated to sin. As 
workers  in a factory  where the  noise  level  is  ter
rifically  high  finally  become  so  accustomed  to  thE! 
noise they don't hear it anymore, we have be
come so accustomed to sin, we hardly notice it 
anymore. What we have just read indicates that 
sin  is,  however,  utterly  devastating  and  corrupting, 
and once  it  starts  rolling  through  human  society  no 
man can stop it  from working out  its dire  conse
quences.  And  Absalom's  rebellion  and  his  perverse, 
incestuous  action  were  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the 
sinful direction which David himself had set in 
motion. 

So that must  be  said,  and it helps a little. Sin 
is far, far worse than you and I are  capable  of 
imagining.  And  this must be  said:  When we  observe 
that God  told David  that He  was  going  to  cause 
David  the  public  embarrassment  that  resulted  from 
Absalom's disgraceful deed, we see the mystery 
of  the  relationship  between  God,  man,  and  Satan. 
God  is  all  powerfuf,  infinitely  wise.  He  is  the  cre
ator  of all, and the  controller  of  history.  But  man 
is great,  too:  God  made  man  great.  God  created 
man in His own image. God gave man the ca
pacity for thought, for decision, for action. The 
Bible  reveals  the  greatness  of  God,  and  it  also  re
veals  the  greatness  of  man. 

The greatness of  man  is taught  in  the Bib.le by 
the fact that God judges man. Man's actions are 
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so important  that  the  Bible  says:  "For  we  must  all 
appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  so  that 
each one  may  receive  good  or  evil,  according to 
what  he has  done in  the  body" (II Corinthians 5: 
l 0). What we do in the body is that important.
And David was  a responsible man.  So  was Absalom
who  later  violated  David's  concubines.  And  all  the
people  _ who helped Absalom plan his rebellion
against David  and  incited  him  to  perform  his  con
temptible  deed-they  were  responsible  people,  too.
And  when  you  read  the  chapters  between  II  Samuel
12 and 16,  you  see  that there were  many  human
passions, ambitions, and decisions that actual11y
caused  Absalom's  odious  conduct. 

And Satan had a role in all this,  too. He  was 
the  great  mastermind  behind  all  the  evil.  The  Old 
Testament  depicts  him  as  the  great  tempter.  Satan 
was involved in Absalom's revolution against · his 
father,  the  lord's  anointed.  And  Absalom's  willing
ness  to heed  the advice of his  evil aides  and  violate 
his father's concubines rose  out of  his evil nature 
that  had  been  rendered  more  and  more  evil  by  his 
repeated surrender to Satan's suggestions. 

Thus,  the material  in  II  Samuel· 12 a,lerts  us  to  the 
mysterious  quality  of  human  history  which  involves 
the action of man, the action· of Satan, and the 
over-drching, all-controlling action of God. Some
times  we  can  be  very  quick  to  assign  causes  when 
we  discuss  events.  We  may  say  of  something  evil, 
"Oh,  that  is  Satan's  action." It  may  be,  but  Satan 
is  not  a  loner.  He  uses  men,  and  men  use  him.  And 
God never surrenders His control of the world, 
either. 

So  the  material in  11 · Samuel  12  humbles  us and 
shows us how  little  we  know  about  the  course  of 
events in our world. And this is worth thinking 
about.  But  it  doesn't  solve  our  problem  complete,ly. 
The  fact  remains  that  II  Samuel  12  brings  Almighty 

7 







The message printed in  this pamphlet  was heard over the 
Back  to  God  Hour,  which  is  broadcast every  Sunday in 
co-operation with  the  Christian  Reformed Churches  of 
America, in Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, 
Tasmania and Western Australia, and by shortwave 
throughout the world. 

P.O. Box ios , 

SUTHERLAND , N.S.W.2232. 

P.O. Box  15392 
New  Lynn 

AUCKLAND N.Z. 
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