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I am writing to ask if you will help us on a committee that has been set
up to do a piece of work for the Australian Council of Churches.

At its Annual Meeting held in February this year the ACC passed the follow-
ing resolution:

| "That (a) a Commission be appointed by the Executive Committee to examine

| the possibility of some kind of relationship with Women's Inter-
Church Councils in the various states and with women's denominat-—
ional commonwealth-wide federations, and report back to the
Executive for further examination and implementation.

(b) the commission review the constitution and activity of the United
Church Women of USA, and its relation to the NCC of the USA.

At a subsequent meeting of the Executive of the ACC it was decided to:

" that the following be invited to form the committees

Rev. B.R. Wyllie Deaconess Andrews,
Rev. H.L. Perkins lirs, Williams,
Rev. D.M. Taylor Mrs, B. R. Wyllie,
A parish minister Mrs. J. Dey

with power to coopt. "

You will agree that this is one aspect of the ecumenical movement in
Australia which needs promotitn.. The women of the churches need the ecumenical move-
ment, and the ACC certainly needs the help of the women, but at present it lacks their
interest and support.

This is a committee appointed to make a survey and plan a possible )
programme, It has a short-range job, not an interminable one. We are ca}llng
the first meeting for Monday, May 21 at 1pm in the General Secretary's office.

I will telephone you within the next week to hear your reaction to fhis
suggestion, to assure you that we need your help and advice and to combat any
hestiancy on your part.

This committee has been carefully chosen and I am sure that you have a
contribution to make if you can spare the time.

Yours sincerely,

Mabel G. Wyllie,



AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

IT IS ~
Planned as a fellowship, through which the women'!s organizations in Australian
Churches can work together. It will provide opportunities for Christian
worship, fellowship and service across denominational divisions to help women
to see their place in the total life of the Church.,

Australian Church Women was initiated by the Australian Council of Churches
as an aspect of ecumenical promotion and as part of the activities of the
Department of Cooperation of Men and Women in Church, Family and Society.

IT PLANS -
Initial activities will be to promote a Fellowship and Community Day each year,

to provide study material for women's groups and to stimulate service projects
at local, national and world level.

IN N.S.W.-
World Community Day is being planned in NSW on Friday, September 27 in the
CENEF Auditorium, cnr. Bathurst & Kent Streets, Sydney from 10.30am for those
living in the metropdlitan area. It will include a worship service - basket
lunch - discussion groups on the theme "Who is my Neighbour?" (based on
readings from Luke 10: 25-27 and March 12: 29-31). Study and worship materials
suitable for use on the day are available from the Australian Council of Churches
511 Kent Street, Sydney.

If you live away from Sydney perhaps you could arrange with the other denomin-
ational women's groups in your town or area, a world Community Day on September
27. We realise that it is probably too late for this year but could you take
the initiative in calling together a committee representative of all the
denominations in your area to form a local group of Australian Church Women in
cooperation with the Local Minister's Fraternal and/or the Inter-Church Council?

The NSW Women'!s Inter-Church Council is the state council for Australian Church
Women and they are prepared to assist you in the formation of local groups and
details concerning World Community Day and other activities of Australian Church
Women. For further information contact the secretary of the NSW Women's Inter—
Church Council - Mrs. L. Lilley, 206 Eastern Valley Road, Willoughby.

STUDY MATERTALS -
The Interim Committee of Australian Church Women is at the moment planning study

material for use by women's groups during 1964. Watch for announcement through
the church press and the Methodist Women's Federation.
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The committes formed to examine the poseidility of some kind of relationship
with Yomen's Inter-Church Counscils in the varicus states and with women's
dencuinational comsonwsalth-wide federations, will meet om Tussday, June 5 at
11.30pm in the offies of the Genaral Secretary of the iustralian Couneil of Churches,
3rd Floor, 511 Kent Strest (corner of Bathurst itreet) Sydney.

I.do trust that you will be sble to attend and sssist ue in this exploratory
”0

Yours sincerely,

¥rs. Nabel G, ¥Wyllie,
Scovener,

N
Deagoness Andrews,
. J. Dey
Rev. B.R. Wyllie
Rev. H.L. Perkins
Rev. D.M; Taylor

Mrs. F. McKay — Lé“?i
Mrs. B.R. W¥llie /o Fmami A2

Nowiug R1oc'E
NN

Member Churches:

Church of England, Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church
Greek Orthodox Church, Churches of Christ, Congregational Churcihes
Selvation Army, Society of Friends, Armenian Apostolic Church and

Antiochian Orthodox Church.
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NOTICE OF MEETING:

Australian Council of Churches Committee
to investigate Women's Work.

Dear Committee Member,

A meeting of the above committee will be held in the ACC's meeting
room on Friday, September 21 st 2pm (3rd floor, 511 Kent Street, Sydney.)

The agenda will include:

« Survey of material collected
o Relationships with present Women's Inter-Church Councils.

_ Please forward any material you have collected to the office at least
one week ahead (September 14), so that it can be circulated to other members.

A special meeting with representatives of the NSW Women's Inter—Church
Council will take place on Tuesday, September 25 in the Meeting Room at 1pm.
Sendwiches and tea will be available.

Yours sincerely,

SGH g/a-%,.‘,
Harvey-L. Perkins,
General Secretary.
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Member Churches:

Church of England, Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church,
Greek Orthodox Church, Churches of Christ, Congregational Churches,
Salvation Army, Society of Friends, Armenian Apostolic Church and

Antiochian Orthodox Church.



Record of meeting of the Australian Council of Churches'
Committee to investigate Women's Work with representatives
of the N.S.W. Woméen's Inter—Church Council, Thursday,
Ootober 4, 1962 at 1O 30am at. 511 Kent Street, Sydnev.

PRESENT: Mrs. M. Wyllie (convener), Mrs, F. Mackay, Deaconess Andrews, Mrs., L.M.
Williams, Mrs. J.F. Dey.
Mrs. D.J.A. Verco, Mrs. .Farr and Mrs. Brlg. Baker, representing the
NSW Inter—Church. Counocil Exeoutlve.
The Revs, D.M. Taylor and H. L. Per ins (ACC staff).

APOLOGY: Apology was recelved from the Rev, B. H. Parker. )
PRAYERS: Prayers were led, after mornlng tea, by the Rev. H. L. Perkins.,

BUSINESS:

1. Mrs. Wyllie spoke of how the ACC Committee and the NSW Women's Inter—-Church
Council Executive had become aware that they were both secking development in women's
work along overlappying lines; and had therefore deolded to consult with each other,
_Hence, thls meeting took place.

2, Mrs. Verco, speaking on behalf of the NSW Womén's Inter-Church Council; ‘said that
her Council had resolved to write to the Women's Inter-Church Councils in other
States'to discuss closer relationships, but had delayed acting on its resolutions
until this consultation took place. . The NSW'Women's Inter—Church Council had two
things in minds’

1. the need for a Jloose- natlonal women's . organization which dld not dominate

existing inter-church councils, but related them to each other.-
2. the need for 1nter—church women s work to develop in local areas,

3. iMrs. Wyllle, speaklng on hehalf of the'ACC Gommlttee on Women's Work, said that hexr
jCommlttee shared these two concerns, but would add to. them thé followings -

1. the two concerns’ for national and-lecal development are.not alternative

i courses of action. The ACC.-Committee had: considered thém in terms of
'one or the. other! and had: come to :the conclusion that local development
needed the stimulation of mnational development. Hence‘the'tWO'develop—

: ments must take place together.
2. In developing a national organlzatlon, it is important to include the
© + Pederal denominational women's organizations which are becoming increas-
ingly 1mportant in helping programme development in local denomlnatlonal
groups.,

3. A national organization works to stlmulate women's work at every level in
Austrdlia, but it is alsc important -in:order to provide a link with, and
receive help from, organizations of similar kind overseas, such as the

. Department on Cooperation of Men‘and Women in Church, Family and.
-Society in the WCC, and .the Committee for. Chrlstlan Home and Family in
the East Asia Chrlstlan Conference,

4. The meeting was in agreement with all the points made by Mrs. Verco and Mrs.
Wyllie. Mrs. Verco referred to the United Church Women in the USA, which was part
of the National Council of Churches there and hoped for something similar in
Australia, - Mrs, ‘Wyllie said she too believed that there was a pattern in that
organization which could guide us, although there were differénces-between the
situations in the two countries also. Both agreed that belonging to the National
Council of Churches was important,



s Mrs. Baker referred—to.i. Syomen's work.oarrled out by the National
Council of Churches-in New Zealandy: here_the national women's..organizations
produces study materlals, conducts. 1n$er—church schools for women, trains women
to speak on the life of thelr varlous oburches, etc.

5. Mr, Taylor asked to comment on the New Zealand situation p01nted out that in
Australia there are state organizations, “both denominational and inter-church in
character interposed between any mational’ organlzatlon and the women in the local
churches, Some tasks were clearly mational such as programme material requiring
publication, etc. while other tasksy such as field act1v1t1es clearly had to be
carried out within the Stated,:® 7°

R IRT . )

6. The two groups shared a very deep concern for the local church woman. 'Much of
the need for the national organization arises from the need to stlmulate and help
the local ohuroh woman .

o Mrs. Mackay sald she Wanted the focus to be on ”thls woman who belongs to
a World and to a world ohurch and needs to know it'".

Mrs., Wyllie said that in country areas partloularly the relatlonshlps
between the women of the various churches already exist; all that is missging is
’,sufflolent organlzatlon tomake: those relatlonshlps endurlngly effective.

PRRS
s Mrs. Farr asked was there any.:: danger of competlng 1nter—churoh women's groups in
local ‘areas, -some brought Ainto existence through the work:of  the ACC and Local Inter-
Church Councils affiliated with it, and others brought into existence -through the
work of a State Inter-Church:Couneil.. She expressed the hope that this could be
avoided, _ ”{4;-. jﬁ',m£ﬁ~j.< ; A A
5. & Bk . T CRETS B STRTI &

Mr. Perklns sald that 1nter—church women's groups in 1ocal areas could
develop in several ways,-as.Mrs., Farr suggests; but they need not be competitive if
at state and national level.we are all related. to a-national women's organization.
Por example, if. a..national. organization comprising federal denominational women's
.organizations,.state women's inter-church councilsy.and- ACC (women's work) linked
together these organizations in, say, the United Church Women of Australia, every
local inter-church group:could take that name, and: have geveral affiliations - e.g.
with either or both a Local Inter—Church Council affiliated. with the ACC and a State
Women's Inter-Church Council., An inter-church group started; by a State Women's
Inter-Church. Council in-an .area where there was:no-local Council of Churches might
lead. to one coming into existence, An inter-church .group in-an-area where there was
already a Local Council of Churches would be its '"women's wing". So from several
1n1t1at1ves, we would stimulate each other,:and- avomd competltlon by our common
‘link-in a national organlzatlon. ¥ 4 ) o

8. Mrs. Farr asked that the Commlttees for the Women's World Day of Prayer also be
-invited to join any national organization. She p01nted out that these committees,
while operating independently in each state; reach very dispersed local areas,

A11 were agreed that this should be done. Mrs, Wyllie said that they
should also be 1nv1ted to join our continuing dlsouss1ons.“ ‘ :

Mr. Perklns was asked to write to Lt.—Col Mabel Bell 1nv1t1ng her to
join the discussions at the next meetlng called and sharlng with her the background
information and the general approach so far made.
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9. Mrs Wyllie, while agreeing with the focus on the local church woman, said that
a national organization would also tackle partlcular prohlems such as the profess-—
ional woman, the working mother, etc.

10, Mr, Perklns then offered a-tentative proposal Wthh seemed to sum up the mind
of the meeting.

1. That a national women's organization be formed, named the United
Church Women of Australia,

2. That the UCWA be comprised of representatives of existing organizations
including Federal Denominational Women's Organizations,
State Women's Inter-Church Councils,
. Australian Council of Churches (Committee on Women's Work)
State Commlttees for Women's World Day of Prayer.

3. That the appointment of representatives should be so ordered that the
resulting body consists fairly equally of office bearers of existing
organizations and other persons appointed for personal qualities of
Christian leadership. The latter could be appointed partly by the
ACC and partly by cooption by the UCWA - this would ensure continuity
as well as up—to~date representatlon of ex1st1ng office bearers of the
constituent” organizations,

4. That the UCWA should be affiliated with the ACC, and so establish links
with similar work a® the 1nternat10na1 level,

5. That local inter-church women's groups could be affiliated with one or
) more of the constltuent organizations and carry the name of the UCWA in

Yo & iy w

Mr. Taylor, commenting on the proposal, pointed out that some of the
constituent bodies have no national coordination of state organizations. It is
d@ifficult to convene a national organization effectively, unless representatives
can have prox1es t6 attend’ who live at the Dlace where the meetings are held. He
also said that the situation probably required a good meeting once a year, with
people attending from all States, and an Exeoutlve which operated durlng the year
in a fixed place. . S i

11. The meeting then dlscussed how further consideration could be given to such a
proposal.

Mrs. Wyllie suggested, that next time we meet we should enlarge the meeting
to about 30 people,lln order to include the leaders of (denominational women's organ-
:Lza,tzl.ons,7 the Women s World Day of Prayer Commlttees, and some Orthodox women, as
well ag”y more representatives from tThe NSW Women's Inter—Church Council,

‘It was agreed:

1. that a rédofd of the proceedings of this meeting should be the basgis
for discussion at a further meeting on November 9.

2. that the November 9 meeting should be enlarged as Mrs. Wyllie proposed.

3+ That the invitation to the meeting should go out over the names of
Mrs. Wyllie (ACC Committee on Women's Work), Mrs, Verco (N.S.W. Women's
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Inter—Church Council) and Lt.-Col, Bell (Women's World Day  of.
Prayer Committee) if possible.’ o

4, That Mrs.-Wyllie and Mrs. Verco should meet with Mr. Perkins on
October 22 at 10am to finalize the record of proceedings as it will
go out with the invitations to the enlarged meeting.

12. Mr. Perkins suggested that if reasonable progress was made at the November 9
meeting, plans should then be made for a national 2-day consultation with inter-
state people partlclpatlng early in 1963 Mrs. Verco suggested February 25 - 26,
1963.

Mr, Taylor asked that the 51tuatlon of women's work in the Church of
England be investigated in' order to ensure that Anglican representatlves at
further consultations covers adequately the great diversity df women's organizations
,1n that church.

Deaconess Andrews supported this;'and enlarged on the diversity.

- Mr. Taylor suggested Melbourne-as the 1ocat10n for the national consul-
tation. The suggestion was supported by Mrs.-Verco, who spoke of the more
degentralized functioning of the Women's Inter—Church Council there.

; Mrs. Wyllie asked who would Be responsible for o:ganizing the Consul-
tation, and the meeting agreed that it looked to the ACC, as the only body with
staff, to undertake the task.

Mr. Pérkins referred to the proximity of the proposed date to the ACC
Annual Meeting, and said that if the ACC were to undertake it, it could do so more
effectively if the Consultation were held in Sydney. This would enable the use of
office staff, and: enable the people who have led the conversatlons s0 far to guide
the plannlng of the consultatlon.

The" meetlng then agreed on Sydney as the 1ocat10n, but asked that plenty
of notice’ be given to organlzatlons in other States. o

CLOSING. The meeting closed with prayer and the benediction by the chairwoman,
Mrs. Wyllie.

" P.S. When Mrs. Wyllie, Mrs. Verco-and Lt.-Col. Bell met together on October 22
r__e item 8), item 12 was recons1dered because the date proposed clashed with the
Women's World Day of Prayer, and because more time wos needed to widen the conver-
sation beyond N.S.W.

It was therefore agreed to propose to the meeting on November. 9 that a series
of consultations be held in each State early in 1963
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(Affiliated with the World Council of Churches)

AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Room 2, 3rd Floor,
511 Kent Street,
Sydney.

October 24, 1962,

As indicated in our letter of October 11, we are now forward-
ing to you a full record of our conversations on October 4 with a
postscript reflecting a change of approach in our conversations on
October 22,

This, with the summary you have already received, will form
the basis of our meeting on November 9, The agenda is also
enclosed,

Yours sincerely,

Mrg, B. R. Wyllie,

Ly »Ck,?ﬁfizfﬂ %5.'11)QDKJZCL

Mrs. D Verco

47.7Q¢;L%14,€w/6%1

Lt .-Col, Mabel Bell

Encl,



AUSTRALTAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

CONSULTATTION ON ECUMENICAL WOMEN'S
WORK

AGENDA

1. Introductory statements.

- Mrgs Wyllie
— Lt-Col. Bell
- Mrs Verco

. Comments, especially from representatives of
denominational organizations.

2, Discussion on tasks and problems,

3. Planning for consultations in other States.

- arranging meetings
— preparing material

Sydney,
November 9, 1962.
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The Church of TEngland Beaconess Institution

B Sydney A
President: Deaconess House,
The Most Reverend 28 Carillon Avenue,
The Archbishop of Sydney. Newtown.
Principal: v
Head Deaconess M. Andrews, ! S NED
LA 1172, )
The Rev. Harvey Perkins 12th December, 1962

Australian Council of Churches
511, Kent Street
SYDNEY NeSWe

Dear Mr. Perkins,

This is my homework! As far as reporting to the

A.C.C. I feel a brief Ffactual report should be given of
meetings so far held expressing the feeling of the repre=-
sentatives who attended the meeting on 9th November and

the result, e.g. the letter from the Interchurch Women's
Council. As far as the document produced on 9th December
is concerned T would suggest it should be simplified as
much as possible.

Purpose of the Australian Church Women's Organisation
In order to draw together Australian Church Women and
- stimulate 1life and work in women's groups and organisations
in member churches a simple rallying point to be established
such as a Womén's World Community Day to test and establish
how far it is feasible to expect those groups and organisa-
tions to co-operate for mutual benefit and fellowship.

The ppoduction of suitable study material for women's
work may be included.

Committee -

A National Committee of women to be appointed by the
A.C.C. (six of whom to reside in Sydney and would form the
Executive).

The Committee to meet once a year - the executive when
necessarye.

Fees
That each group or organisation affiliating pay 10/-
per annum as subscription.

make these suggestions because I feel in

the Church of England 'in Australia the more complex
organisation would not be acceptable at present. Just

as the Women's World Day of Prayer has become a rallying
point for many Christian women in a number of denominations
so I feel that Women's World Community Day could be the
beginning of a drawing together of women for ecumenical
DUTPNOSESe h Qoo



Australian Church Women.

Purpose.

To unite Australian Church women in their allegiance to
their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; to provide opportunities
for Christian worship, fellowship and service across denomin-—
ational divisions; throught the Australian Council of Churches
to incorporate Christian women into the total 1ife and work
of the Church and to unite them for the building of a world
Christian community.

Purpose of Local Groups of Australian Church Women.

To promote and extend the co-operation of Church women in
local communities and to link them with

1; the ecumentcal movement or
2 the 1life of the Church in Australia and overseas.

Australian Church Women whall participate in the interests
and activities of the D ept. on the Co-operation of Men and
Women in Church Family and Society of the World Council of
Churches.

For the present the relationship of Australian Church
Women and the Australian Council of Churches shall be through
the Council's Division of Ecumenical Promotion.

The initial activities of the Australian Church Women
coudd include:

(a) Promotion of a Fellowship Day during the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity.

(b) promotion of a World Community Day in September.

(¢) production of one set of study material for women's
groups, different in kind (e.g. unity, mission, etc.)
each year. family

(f) stimulating social service projects - e.g. amongst
migrants, aborigines, etc. and encouraging inter-
church survey of human needs in the local communitye.

When a local branch of Australian Church Women has been
formed each Church women's organisation shall contribute 10/-
per annum,*of which half shall be kept by the local Australian
Church Women for its expenses and % shall be forwarded to the
National Australian Church Women to cover national administration
costs.

Immediate programme.

1. Submission of plan to Annual Meeting of the Australian

Council of Churches or &f possible to a prior executive
meeting.

2. As soon as possible after 1., notification of intention
and invitation to participate where applicable to

1; all Federal denominational women's groups.

2 all State denominational women's groups

3; all Women's Inter Church Councils.

4) all Women's World Day of Prayer State Committees.
5; all heads of Churches.

6 Y.W.C. A.
3. Organisation of panel of speakers and speaking appoint-
ments in N.S.W. at least and elsewhere if possible.
To speak at -~ denominational rallies
inter-Churéh rallies.

4. Early planning for visit of Dr. Madeleine Barot.



Australian Council of Churches

(Aftilioted with the World Council of Churches)

TELEPHONE: 614766 > ROOM 2., 3rRD FLOOR.

615224 511 KENT STREET

TELEGRAPHIC: (ENR. BATHURST BTREET),

“ECUMENICAL", SYDNEY SYDNEY

COMMITTEE ON WOMEN'S WORK

MALLED T0:  Mrs, F. Mackay, e BB
Deaconess Andrews,
Mrs, L.M. Williams,
Mrs. J.F. Dey,

Rev. B.R. Wyllie,
Rev. B, Parker,
Mrs. S.M. Barrett,
Mrs, S. McPhee,
Mrs., N, Doratis
RT REv R.C. Kerle
Mrs, B.R. Wyllie

I am enclosing a copy of the report and recommendations being sent
to the Annual Meeting of the Australian Council of Churches, for your
information.

I have felt that the experience of working together has been very
worthwhile and I trust that you feel it has been for you also, May I
suggest that we meet again following the Annual Meeting on Friday, March 1
at 10 o'clock in the ACC's meeting room?

Yours sincerely,

Mabel G. Wyllie,
Convener.

Encl,

Member Churches:

Church of England, Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church.
Greek Orthodox Church, Churches of Christ, Congregational Churches,
Salvation Army, Society of Friends, Armenian Apostolic Church and

Antiochian Orthodox Church.



THE AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL g
for w ;
THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES =

242—PITT - STREET; SYDNEY

The Rev/ C. Denis Ryan $t Gaklanda 24,

ydny gwgw‘f‘w

3ol B3 I b oo s s

i N TANT S BB A s 477’0/[‘7‘ -20)} :39 93 Tt S nﬁ

oAl Jy O ne - T, ] i

Jl ; d IL€E4’L).:::‘ DO 204 J;,,ri, .j Y4 \\L ) ,‘ . {38 )\ ‘, ‘_\_)'; .f.} T %
& ;«/'“fp”#%’ Phrodopd Mok DD Pl ineoeed st I Jog

w i‘euxu MW Loﬂrw/af

., M < uﬁlo.ﬁ/ o0 aw/e,wmb
: /« ol WA«EJ/WQ%/{F&; Zﬁgr;w theal A
; Ll thal awele a
&3@,3 M“;ﬁ“w@ Wuﬂwm . %wce
ﬁc%% it gv m AaLr 'z,jf.,;a% L(,M,Lp?
/ b oI, W&LM %M/L«,m Men and Wenww thus
3 }Wr a,«, Muwﬁ [,uL [.ét

'& 4 ‘fMJ Don'lC
| i
WM Wﬂwﬁiﬁﬁw o e e
g, e oL %W bt
w w.C.C. Coeals &Ww : ummzhw
waZdLéc WW ﬂl—e (»awwd)
ﬂ{f a/ma.el/ W{u@w&% o MM/L

Au%@wf)ow

e et o e il D i bl
o Puason o B el s MWW“WW“D
Ulh isatiatian, Coniisaciiy o hofiogpar will mpavbake
; d}wwﬂw el WW - HV”"‘-LD j \ ‘ZMM
N farmwwm’gouw“—& 0 b sld 0o

by oA <) N
>, ‘.v‘n;\J. \ 3 £V J L FPRA RN \y A Y
i\ . \ \ " 3
A 4 OO0 P 0O AN A Al UYS 1 KRN EL M




il S Hueyd’

l\rom élJ'5
lres «

Febmy 28, 1963 .

Mrs. Winifred Kiek,
86 Oaklands Road,
GBENGOWRIE,

South Australia.

Dear Mrs. Kiek,

Thank you for your letter of February 20, There are no stocks of
"We of One House"™,

I think you have been misinformed about a "Womens Auxiliary to the
Australian Council™, for there is no proposition to form one. e are trying
within the Division of Ecumenical Promotion to provide study material to make
women's groups in their denominations more effective (they do not all have
study material like the Congregationalists) and to provide the means for
members of womens organizations in local areas to come together in a more
abbding fellowship from that which is provided for at such occasions as the
Women's World Day of Prayer and to meet at a deeper level than that which
takes place in anmmal birthday gatherings. This is not a move inconkistent
with the Department on the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church, Family
and Society, indeed we are bringing Madeleine Barot to Australia this year.
It is an attempt to be realistic in ecumenical promotion by Yealiging that
the Ecumenical Movement will make ground only in the local churches when it
begins to penetrate the existing organizations of the local churches. If
this is inconsistent with WCC ideals so are the women's meetings in local
congregations and the work which the Congregational Womens' Fellowship does
to make its work more ‘effective.

The committee which is working on this comprises both men and women.

-

Yours sincerely,

N

(The Rev.) Harvey L. Perkins,
General Seeretary.

HLP3:TJS 4



VICTORIA UNIT
2 Vista Avenue,
Kew. E.4.

22nd April, 1963.
Deer Mrs., Wyllie,

Your letter in connection with the
estsblishment of Australian Church Women wsas
discussed by members of our executive at its
meeting on April 15th. Great interest was
shown and members welcomed the effort to inereaee
ecumenical activity among the women of the
different denominations. However, before
giving & considered judgment about the
relestions of the P.W.A. to Australian Church
Women there are several metiters gbout which we
would like further information.

l. Is it envisaged that every Women's‘"organi—
sation" in every denomination would be
menbers at congregational and state levels?
If so, what about the much larger numbers of
Church women who do not belong to organiss-
tions, and what ebout the great variety in
types and numbers of organisations in
different denominations?

2. What would be the relationship of these
organisations to the Inter-Church Council
which has representatives from churches and
not from organigations?

3. How will inter-church groups with both men
and women menbers and with ongregational
representation £it in?



4. Won't the estsblishment of this Australian

B

Church Women tend to obscure the fact that
the churches on the whole do not appear to
make any real effort to include women among
their denomination's delegates to the A.C.C.
or to State Councils?

Will this not tend to encourage another
grouping of church women runnlng parallel
with church membership in what is a Council
of Churches, instead of A.C.W. and Y.W.C.A.
members being integrated into the Church
menberghipy at each level?

Comments

1.

Ze

At this stage our executive is of the opinion
that if it is at all possible A.C.W. showuld
develop through Inter-Church Councils which
noew exist. We would prefer to see work
being done to strengthen and develop these
councils rather than embark on any other
s&ructure.

We feel that A.C.W. will net make much
progress unless the already heavy pregramme
of denominational organisational meetings at
all levels can be heavily cut. Women in
Victoria are already strained beyond their
capacity. In general it is likely that the
most helpful approach will be aleng the lines
of enceuraging group rather than individual
organisational meetings in the various
denominations which have several oerganisa-
tions, and then interdenominational meetings
in place of wome separate denominational ones.



This will be slow and cannoet be forced.
Here and there is is already being attempted.

3. Great care should be taken in preparing
study material so that -

(a) it does not encourage women teo study
this material without considering the
relative merits in their situation of
A.C.W. studies and those that are
prepared within their own denominatien
for specific purposes; e.g. at sresent
the study of the Church Unien proposals;
perhaps it could be agreed when and what
type of studles are prepared;

(b) it does not cut across congregational
Bible studies which are increasing in
number or compete with them or with
W.C.C. or A.C.C. studies;

(¢c) the studies are prepared by women most of
whom are drawn from ordinary menbers of
congregations so that the method of
presentation and the wording are suitable
for women, most of whom have at this
stage no training in theological phrase-
ology, and need a simple presentation.
Perhaps a convener could be appointed to
ask a group of congregatioens in an area
to appoint members te work with him or
her.

4, We feel that care should be taken net te
over-emphasise "women" at every stage.
Where pessible men should be included in the
discussions.

At present the women's organisations of
the Victorian Presbyterian Church are engaged in
working out the relationship of their various
organisations te each other and what resgpoensi-
bilities sheuld be undertaken by each organisa-
tion. This will in the future greatly
strengthen and simplify work in the Victerian
Pregbyterian Church, but a premature endeaveur
te invelve separate organisations at any level
could be embarassing.

Whether a speaker could help depends
on the answers to our guestions.

Yours sincerely,
MQAM

(Mrs. A. R. Macneil)
Pregident.
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THE VICTORIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

(In association with the Australian Council of Churches,
which is affiliated with the World Council of Churches.)

" Chairman: Vice-Chairmen: Secretary:
Rev. Prof. N. LADE, M.A., B.D.
Ireml;/.[(;lst Re;'. Nl: .leZOODS, Rev, Principsl J. D. NORTHEY, B.A., B.D The Rev. R. H. SUNDERLAND, B.A.
chbishop of Melbourne. Principal E. L. WILLIAMS, M.A. 3rd Floor,
o —— Rev. N. FAICHNEY, B.A. 57 Swanston Street, Melbourne.
Mr. H. L. RICHARDSON, F.CA. Hoone: $1436.

Private Address:
6 Tuhan Street, Chadstone.
Phone: 27 3711.

3rd April, 1963.

The General Secretary,
Australian Council of Churches,
511 Kent Street,

SYDNEY.

Dear Harvey, ﬁ%;ﬁﬂ”*”

At it's recent meeting, the Victorian Council
of Churches received a report of the establishment of
"Australian Church Women". I have been asked to obtain
from the committee of A.C.W. a report of progress and plans
to date, if available.

This request is made in the ight of an approach
to the Victorian Women's Inter—Church Council by the N.S.W.
Women's Inter—church Council, seding the establishment of a
Federal representative body.

Further to my comments re the Clergy-Doctor
Conference, I discussed the matter with Bishop G. T. Sambell,
who felt that the Victorian Clergy-Doctor Conference Committ-
ee had been kept fully informed of developments. I have
received a further letter from John Neal“re arrangements at
this end.

Yours sincerely,
Vi
fo—
R. H. Sunderland,
SECRETARY.

N J‘«-\MM Y e A
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MEMBER CHURCHES. 4\
Augli Ba%tist. Churches of Christ, Cong ional, Greek Orthod >
Methndist, reshyterian,  Salvation Army, Society of Friends.




AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

April 24, 1963.

r« Ron Sunderland,
Victorian Ccuncil of Churches,
3rd Floor,

57 Swanston Street,
MELBOURNE. C.1.
Victoria.

Dear Ron,

I think I may have discussed this matter with you when in Melbourne
but this replies to your letter of April 3 conecerning Australian Church
Women,

In answer to your request for a report of progress and plans by it
I enclose the Minutes of the last meeting dated April 3.

In view of the confusion in Victoria which has arisen as a result
of the approach to the Victorian Women's Inter—Church Council by the N.S.W.
Women's Inter-Chmrch Council seeking the establishment of & Federal represent--
ative bodyy I assure you that there is no conflict in thees two methods of
approaches any longer. The NSW Women's Inter—Church Council has changed its
decision and does not wish to pursue the matter any further with the Victorianm
Women's Inter—Church Council instead it has entered into working relationships
with us and has two representatives on the committee of Australian Church
Women.

So that you might know what information has been sent out so far about
Australian Church Women I am enclosing copies of letters which were sent ocut
to churches and councils following the decision of the last committee meeting
of April 3.

Yours sincerely,

Harvey L. Perkins, (The Rev.)
Genexgl Sceretary.

HLPSsTJS



Wesley College,
University of Sydney,
NEWTOWN .,

N.SWH.

April 29, 1963.

The Manager,
"The Seabury Press",
815 Second Avenue,

REW YORK,
17. H.Y.
U.S.A.

Dear Sir,

I would appreciate it vedy much if you could arrange
for tuo copies of SAITY CHRISTIANS, to be mailed by air tofe

c/ o Australian Council of Churches, Rocm 2y 3rd Floor, 511 Kont Stweot,

Sydney. I will arrange for a Bank Draft to be sent to you through
the Australian Council of Churches for the cost involved including
the air freight.

Your cooperation in mailing these by return would be
greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Hrs. Mabel Gn Wyllie,
Convener,
Australian Church Wom




Mag 3, 1963.

INTERIM COMMITTEE OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

Mrs. B. Thomson,

Secretary,

Sth Aust., Women's Inter-Church Council,
4 Doreen Street,

PROSPECTN
South Australia.

Dear Mrs, Thomson,

You will have received the material from the Interim Committee
of Australian Church Women and I hope that your Council will consider
very carefully this extension to women's groups of the ecumenical inter-
est and concern of the churches as a whole. Geographical conditions
in Australia have made it impossible to have preliminary discussions with
Women's Inter-Church Councils in all States. We regret this, but have
attempted to make a start in Sydney and then seek cooperation and support
in other States. Two members of the Interim Committee, i.e. Mrs. S.M.
Barrett and myself will be attending the General Conference of the
Methodist Church of Australasia in Adelaide, Mzy 14 - 23. Ve would wery
much appreciate it if we could meet with you and other members of your
Executive or Council in informal conference. Each lunch time except
Monday, May 30 during Conference will be available and I would be very
grateful if you could arrange such a meeting. . I shall be staying at
The Grosvenor during the Conference,

With all good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Mabel G. Vyl.ie (Mrs)
Convener,

M@:TJS
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May 3, 1963,

Mrs. J. Coates,
Wdesley College,
PRAHRAN., Victoria

Dear Joan,

Yes, we were sorry that we did not see you'when you passed
through Sydney.

About Australian Church Women. You will realise that we are
stillmvery much in the preliminary stage and that we are most anxious to
receive criticism and suggestions from church women around Australia.

Ve had to begin somewhere and Sydney seemed the logical place.

Organizationally it is not easy. 'e are convinced that we do
not wish to set up another top-heavy women's organization. Ve hope that
wherever possible we will be able to work through existing organizations
and thus provide a link between Australian Church Women in Australia
and through the Australian Council of Churches and the World Council of
Churches between Australian women and church women throughout the world.

Women's Inter-Church Councils exist in some States and if these
organizations would act as the co-ordinating link within the States we

would be very happy and satisfied. This is something that we must confer
about.

On the other hand, since the ACC is made up of member churches,
it was thought wise to acquainrt all denominational State and Federal

Women's Organizations of our intention to establish Australian Church
Women.,

I am sorry that you will not be at the first meeting of the
Federastion in Adelaide. Your recent ecumenical experience will help you
to interprete the ideas behind Australian Church Women to Sustralian
Methodist women - so few of us have had this wider ecumenical experience.

I hope that you will be staying at the Grosvenor, I would very

much appreciate a reasonably long conversation with you as soon as you

arrive in Adelaide.

With affectionate good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Mabel G. Wyllie (¥rs)
Convener,



INTERIM COMMITTEE OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH ¥y 3 1963/
WOMEN

Mrs., N. Faichney,

6 Estella Street,

GLEN IRIS.
Victoria

Dear Mrs., Faichney,

I am anxious to keep you in touch with what is happening
regarding Australian Church Women. We have had another meeting and we
were cheered to discover that the NSW Women's Inter-Church Council is
prepared to help us with the planning for a Community Day on September 27
A small committee appointed by the NSW Women's Inter-Church Council will
prepare material for a Service of Worship and a study or conference
session on "Who is my Neighbour?".

We hope that this material will be used widely throughout
Australia and if your arrangements have not yet been completed if may be
that the Victorian Women's Inter-Church Council meuwld also use the
material. "

I am going to Adelaide for the Methodist General Conference and
will be returning to Sydney via Mt., Gambier and could plan to be in
Melbourne for a few hours. I would be very happy to meet with some
representatives of the ¥ictorian Women's Inter-Church Council if it were
at all possible. I am planning to leave Mt. Gambier on Tuesday, May 28
by morning 'plane arriving in Melbourne by 12.40pm. It may be that you
could arrange an afternoon or evening meeting although I will probably
plan to leave for Sydney by the evening express. I am sorry that I am
giving you such short notice but I will be very grateful if you could
arrange for such a conference with these people.

The Interim Committee in Sydney is planning to hold another
conference for Sydney Churchwomen on July 10. It is being arrange for
the same group of women that attended the November $ meeting at which you
were present. At this meeting we hope to be able to clarify our ideas
and sort out our organization now that everyone has had time to think
about Australian Bhurch Women. If a representative of the Victorian
Jomen's Inter-~Church Council could attend the conference on that day I am

sure it would be helpful both to your Council and our Interim Gommittee.

I leave for Adelaide on Tuesday, May 14 and if you could get a
reply to me before then I would be very grateful otherwise my address
will be c/bo The Grosvenor, North Terrace, Adelaide, In any case I
will ppan td spend these few hours in Melbourne.on that day in the hope
that you will be able to arrange a meg&ing,

Yours sincerely,

Mabel. G. Wyllie (Mrs)
Convener,



COPY

Wesley College,
Prahran

Victoria

May 7, 1963.

Dear Harvey,

There are two matters of interest that I want to report -
one is the favourable reception given to A.C.W. at the Executive
meeting of the Methodist Women's Federation of Victoria last

riday morning. Although there are points on which they are still
not clear they passed the following resolution:

"The MWF warmly supports the idea of cooperation with ACW,
endorses its general aims and looks forward to hearing further details.

32

I have had a letter from Mabel Wyllie, who hopes to find time to
discuss all this with me in Adelaide. It looks as if I may be convener
of our Methodist WICC Sub-committee, and Mrs. 0. Keen (Meth) will be
taking over the Presidency of WICC from Mrs. Faichney. I am glad to
hear that the plan is that WICC should be the jnit of ACW in Victoria.
I hope it works out that way here. What about the State where WICC
includes Jews?

etc. L



INTERIM COMMITTEE OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

May 8, 1963

Deaconess C. Ritchie,
Rolland House,

57 Rathdown Street,
CARLTON. Victoria.

Dear Cath.,

Thank you for your letter. I am so happy that you are
able to organise the writing of the study and wish you joy in the
collaborating and writing. On receipt of your letter, we wrote
immediately to America for additional copies of Salty Christians.

Your copy should reach you in the next few days. That slight incident
is completely closed, and am just sorry that you had any bother and
concern about it.

I shall be in Melbourne on Tuesday, May 25 an my way
through from General Conference in Adelaide, I shall try to contact
you by 'phone then. I hope that Mrs. N. Fachney will be able to
gather some inter-—church women to meet me on that day,

Many thanks and affectionate gegards.

Yours sincerely,

Yiabel G. Wyllie (Mrs.)
Convener,
MGW: TJIS



May 13, 1963,

Mrs. A. R. Macneil,
2 Vista Avenue,
KEW.

Victoria

Dear Mrs. Macheil,

Mrs. Wyllie, convener of the Interim Committee of Australian
Church Women, has asked me to acknowledge receipt of your letter
concerning ACW as she is in the midst of preparing to leave for the
Methodist General Conferenceiin Adelaide.

The commitlee at its meeting on May 1 had your letter before it
but decided to wait until the conference planned for July 10 had taken
place before replying in detail. At the July 10 conference it is hoped
that the policy and organization of ACW can be framed in greater
detail and until this meeling is held the committee thought it should not
answer your questions in detail.

I trust that this acknowledgement will assure you that the committee
appreciates your letter and the questions it raises and hopes that you

will bear with it until it is able to define these questions more clearly.

Yours sincerely,

Miss Thelma Skiller,
Office Secretary.
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR GUILDS om
Wed FEAATING WX M OTHER CHURCHES IN IME SAME LOGALITY
(1)(A) Do youw work WATH OTHER GIURMHES for

8) a conbined S0h00L tevrsnnrnnnnns
b) & home for needy dhildren,........

¢} howes for ths .‘*!i!lottid se

d) wssistance or wolwue 0 migranbeecee.
(e) oare of Sborigines.ccecerornnanes

£} any other ORUREBe s vnssssvrnnscase

(B) Do you send ropresentetives to State Socteties
for imber-Church work?

- (2)  state vt combined thurch choritions you aid by
e 8 T e _,MW, = L T
i ‘_i:; :%M m “l. .;‘;‘a""iiﬁt
o ding m ] tebles & id canes
“, ‘..-‘.‘E“‘."“‘#‘lgile‘Q’QtitbﬁaiQ

(3)  Prom vhat INTERGHURGE orgahioations do you have
”km at your MW? Sesssssesiensee

(4) et tsber-church gathorings do you sttend or
w Mmmum “"'Ql*ﬂt.iﬂﬂi

‘_Q"'Q’tliﬁtth.l.‘k&sia;ii'tib‘t'u"'%

(S) Do you invite other Church Guilds to your mestings ?
8) For soclal gathorings ............
(‘) (b) o hear s spacinl .’?k” $sssavanss
> you sver arrange s specisl meoting for en
interathurds group 0f 2OBENTeceoesey .
(7)™ you ever & Bible Study or any other study with
: “m‘ BOWPLassnvssonsscesnne

{8) ention any other ways in which you co-operats
, looally with other Churdhes.

#lieaso read right through before beginning your ansvers
#hen completed sand to omen's United Aswolation, 8.4,
(thﬁtmmm guilds in tomn and country
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INTERIM COMMITTEE OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

June 14, 1963

Mrs. W. Kiek,
"Allambi?,
GCLENCOWRIE.

Sth. Aust.

Dear Mrs. Kiek,

Thank you for your letter of June 4. I am very interested in the
questionnaire and hope that it will provoke more ecumenical interest
* among Church groups in South Australia. We will keep the questionnaire
in our files and make use of the idea when the occasion arises.

YT was very grateful for the opportunity to meet the United Women's
Church Association in Adelaide and I hope very much that they will come
in wholeheartedly with Australian Church Women.

In Melbourne I met with the Victorian Women's Inter-Church Council
and had a good and helpful discussion with them. Miss Barker was there
and we had a valuable talk together.

Our plans for the future include Community Day enSeptember 27 this
year. We will be printing a service of wor ship and a Bible study. I hope
that you will be able to use it in Adelaide and in other localities where
your questionnaire has stimulated interest. The study material which is
being prepared by the group in Melbourne will be ready, we hope, in Sept-
ember for distribution to interested groups. I trust that through projects
like this we willbe able to interest more and more women in doing things to-
gether,

Thank you for your interest and enthusiasm. I will keep in touch
with you and will you please keep in touch with me.

Yours sincerely,

Mabel G. VWyllie !Mrs.l Convener.
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Divisional Headquarters,

P.O. Box 28, Bathurst, NS.W.
22nd June, 1963,

Mrs, M. G. Wyllie, \//)

Angtralian Council of Churches, 9 \:5
Kent St., \

Sydney. \’\

&y

Dear Mrs. Wyllie,

Re: AUSTRAT.TAW CHURCH WOMEN.

The pressure of settling in and touring in
the various country towns are my only reasons for being so
remiss in not writing you earlier concerning the above
organisation in the Bathurst area.

I was invited to the home of the Senior
Methodist Minister's wife, Iirs. Connibear, to meet the other
wives of ministers in this area, and took advantage to
distribute the blue leaflets on the purpose of the "Austral-
ian Church Women". Most were impressed. I might add,
several of the ministers were also present.

There ig a lovely spirit of unity amongst
the churches and most groups in this city. In fact,
I gather, that a good percentage of church women meet in
their respective churches for a united gathering. This
circle rotates, so that approximately each month there is
e united gathering in some church. The last one for
this year being held just two weeks ago, and it was held in
our own Citadel where between 70-80 women gathered -~ these
represented all churches including the Roman Catholic Church
and the Country Women's Association. This gathering was
chaired by our local Officer's wife. There were some
vocal numbers given by !rs. Hill (recently transferred from
St. Stephens Chmrch Sydney, and whose husband is teaching at

Seotts College here),



é}' gw éa&aﬁon @M’Ylﬂ

Divisional Headquarters,
P.O. Box 28, Bathurst, NS.W.

2
Then T myself gave an address in which T mentioned
the new organigation of the ACW which had been aunthorised
to be astablished at Gilbulla this year.

Tt is my personal oninion that with a wonderful
spirit of unity already existing hers that it will not be
at all difficult to get a good congrogatlnn to listen
to gomeone annointed by the ANC and who would be able to
establish a branch of the ACH. Country people are
most ecumenically minded. I rather think that it is
in Sydney and larger cities where barriers exist.

T met another group at Parkes - there were over 90
present there - the Dean and the Curate of the Anglican

Church with their wives were also present. Have met
the Deaconesses of the C.of E. and who, of course know
Deaconess Andrews. At Grenfell, the Presbyterian

Minister's wife was most enthusiagtic about this matter.

Now that I am a2 member of the Country Women's
Agsociation, I find that there too, there are many ladies
who are interested.

Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend all
meetings in Sydney add must ask that apologies be made
for me on the 3rd. July, tut I am hoping to be present
on the 10*». Tf you feel that by reason of the

Ip terim Commi ftces T shOL’!d m+hd'r'aw, +hPI\ would you
pleagse advige me about this. Only do be assured that
T am most keen and very interested that this lovely
ecumenical unity be establighed for the Kingdom's sake.

With everv good wish.

Youy 31nce*11v,
P.S. Will be at T’v'ellington %/iuu/ J? ///J/&g */L )

0¥ TR



June 24, 1963.

Mrs. N. Faichney,

6 Estella Street,

CLEN IRIS.
Victoria.

Dear Mrs. Faichney,

When I returned from Adelaide and Melbourne I collected an attack of flu
and am only now catching up with correspondence.

I am writing to say how grateful I was to have the opportunity of meeting
the executive of the Victorian Women'!s Inter-Church Council. I valued that time
with you very much and was thankful for your frankness in criticism and for the
constructive ideas which came out of our short conference. I gave a report of
the conversation to the Interim Committee at the last meeting and they were glad
to know of the interest and concern of the Victorian Women's Inter-Church
Council.

Last Wednesday a small sub-committee met to begin to draw up suggestions
for a more formal structure of the Australian Church Women. This will go to the
next Interim Committee Mmeting and then willfzo to all interested organizations
fd their comment and suggestions. We do mot want to rush into this, but I
realised from our afternoon's conversation in Melbourne that this should, be
the next step. In particular, Miss Barker's emphasis at the end of the meeting
that a meeting of representatives from interstate should be called in the near
future underlined this. - This suggestion should be in your hands by the end of
the first week in July.

The NSW Women's Inter-Church Council is going ahead with plamns for a service
of worship and a short study on "Who is my neighbour?? for Community Day this
year. It will be held here on September 27, but if the material would be useful
for you in Victoria, on whatever day you choose we would be delighted if you could
use it. The service is a very lovely one adapted from the USA's service for their
Fellowship Day this year. The ACC will be printing it or their new elegant
machine and supplies will be available at cost price. I should have stressed
this when I was with you in Melbourne.

Please give my warm regards and thanks to the members of your Executive.
Yours sincerely,

Mabz® G. Wyllie (Mrs) Convener



June 24, 1963.

Mrs. B. Thomson,
4 Doreen Street,

PROSPECT.

South Australia.

Dear Mrs. Thomson,

I am writing to thank you for arranging the meeting for me with represent-
atives of the South Australian Women's United Church Association in Adelaide
last month. I am sorry not to have written to you earlier.

I valued that time with you very much and was thankful for your frankness
. in criticism and for the constructive ideas which came out of our short confer-
ence. I gave a report of the conversation to the Interim Committee at the last
meeting and they were glad to know of the interest and concern of the South
Australian Women's United Church Association.

Last Wednesday afternoon a small sub-committee met to begin to draw up
suggestions for a more formal structure of the Australian Church Women. This
will go to the next Interim Committee meeting and then will go to all interested
organizations for their comment and suggestions. We do not want to rush into this 5
but I realise that this must be the next step. This suggestion should be in your
hands by the end of the first week in July.

The NSW Women's Inter-Church Council is going ahead with plans for a service
of worship and short study on "Who is my neighbour?" for Community Day this
year. It will be held here on September 27, but if the material would be useful
for you in South Australia, on whatever day you choose we would be delighted if
you could use it. The service is a very lovely one adapted from the USA's service
for their Fellowship Day this.year. The ACC will be printing it on their new
elegant machine and supplies will be available at cost price. I should have
stressed this when I was with you in Adelaide.

Please give my warm regards and thanks to the members of your Executive.

Youis sincerely,

Mabel G. Wyllie (Mrs),
Convener.
Dictated but not signed
versonally:
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THE FORMATION OF "AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN"

An address given by Mrs. T.H. Coates
at a Meeting of the Women's Inter—Church Council of Victoria, held on June 28th,
1963.

I should perhaps apologise for appearing before you again so soon. But it
is because I am so deeply concerned about the issues I brought before you at the
last meeting that I feel vitally interested in the proposals we are considering
today. )

Then, I was describing to you my impression of the recent Conference in
Singapore on the subject of "Joint Action for Mission". This was a mountain-top
experience where we caught something of the vision of one church in one world,
because we had the opportunity to live for a week as part of the world church.

I felt very strongly that differences of race, language, colour and denomination
meant very little; so little that in our discussion we were hardly conscious of
them because the things that unite us are so much greater than the things that
divide us.

The message of Singapore was an extension of the message of New Delhi, and
in fact of the whole ecumenical movement — that we should, in spite of our
denominational separations, do together all the things we may in conscied¥ do,
and the delegates to the Conference were charged to go home to their own count~
ries, and, in their own settings, to put this into practice. "For 25 yeara
significant things have bgen said,; now'we must act" —— "Either this conference
has been a waste of time, effort and money, or it issues in action". This call
is not only to those who were there, but to all who believe in the ever-riding
significance of the coming world church.

It seems to me that, with our records and our ideals of inter—church co-
operation (where in fact we pioneered the way before the East Asia Christian
Conference, or indeed the Australian Council of Churches were heard of) we are
essentially in sympathy with anything that in any field means a move towards
re-union and renewal of the Church. We must strengthen the links wherever we
can. But I have no wish to pre-judge the issue for you - nor to urge you to a
course of action simply because I am convinced that it is a good and useful
oourse of action. I only wish .o put it before you so that you may judge for
yourselves.

The proposal is that the Women's Inter—Church Council of Victoria should
support and co-operate with the recently-formed Interim Committee of Australian
Church Women and become the Victorian unit through which it works. It is import-
ant to realise that we are confronted in 1963 with a situation in which the
Auetralian Council of Churches has decided to set up this Committee, and we are
asked either to co-operate or to stand aside.

It would have been possible in the 1950's or after the National Conference
of Churches in 1960, or at any time up to 1962, to have worked in a different
way be forming an Australia-wide Federation of Women's Inter-Church Councils. ..
However, we are not now oconcerned with that possibility, which has been set
aside, but with the situation as it is.

T think it would be interesting at this point to dip into a little hist-
ory so that we may see things in perspective. (I am indebted to Miss Barker for
the earliest links in this chain. In 1946 the Reverend Winifred Kiek M.A.

B.D. (whom I met on my recent visit to South Australia) was appointed Liaison
Officer between the Australian Council of World Council of Churches and the
Department on the Status of Women, which has now become the Department of the
Co-operation between Men and Women in the Church, Family and Society. For ten
years she distributed questionnaires, wrote reports to the World Council of
Churches, and kept in touch with the Women's Inter-Church Council of Victoria,
and with the parallel organisations in other States.
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In about 1950, she wrote to the Secretary of the Australian Council of the World
Council of Churches, the Reverend John Garrett, suggesting that if she "could
persuade the various State Women's Inter-Church Councils to form a federal body
they might be a national organisation through which 'our leaven' could be active".
He replied (I am writing from memory) that this would be quite alright, but no
separate organisation of women was desirable within the World Council of Churches.
"In view of his agreement I obtained copies of the constitutions of each State
Women's Inter—Church Council.and tried to co-ordinate them. It was very
difficult, as some States included bodies that were not churches, and some had
Unitatians.

During the National Conference of Churches in 1960, a meeting was called
of women who belonged to Women's Inter—Church Councils in the various States,
and the possibility of a federal body was discussed, but it was felt that this
was not the time, nor the way, for women to serve the ecumenical movement.
However the importance of drawing existing women's groups into closer touch
with the Australian Council of Churches was not forgotten, and in 1962, at the
Amual Meeting of the Australian Council of Churches, a committee was set up
to investigate possibilities of ecumenical promotion through women's groups.
This was a small committee consisting of Mrs. S. McPhee (Australian Y.W.C.A.);
Mrs. Deratis (Greek Orthodox); Mrs. J. F. Dey (Congregational); Deaconess
Andrews (Anglican); Mrs. S. M. Barrett (Methodist); Mrs. L. M. Williams (Pres-
byterian); Mrs. B. R. Wyllie (Methodist); The President and Secretary of the
Australian Council of Churches, the Revs. B. R. Wyllie and H. Perkins), and the
Rev. B. H. Paker. Later additions were Mrs. Lilley and Mrs. Baker representing
the New South Wales Inter—Church Council.

Disctissions continued throughout the year. Last November they called &
conference to which Mrs. N. Faichney went, representing our own Inter-Church
Council. ;

After discussion at the 1963 Annual Conference, the Australian Council of
Churches decided to authorise’ the establishment of an organisation to be known
as Australian Church Women, and the committee mentioned above became the
Interim Committee of Australian Church Women. They have as yet no constitution,
and many details are still in a state of fluidity.

Mrs. Wyllie and her Committee are still seeking comment and constructive &
eriticism. About the time of the Annual Meeting last February, the New South
Wales Women's Inter-Church Council decided they would not support the Australian
Council of Churches in their proposed establishment of a United Women's group
to be known as "Australian Church Women". This was reported in the minutes
circulated to our members after our meeting on Feb. 22nd. On account of this
set-back to their plans, the Interim Committee were prepared to work through
the denominational women's groups, like the Australian Federation of Methodist
Women and the Presbyterian Women's Association, though they still hoped that
our Women's Inter—Church Council would co-operate. However, since then the N.S.W.
Women's Inter—Churck Council has hed a change of heart, and has announced that
they will be willing to act as the N.S.W. unit of Australian Church Women.

While I was in Adelaide at the end of May, I was invited to attend a meet-
ing of the Women's United Church Association of S. Australia, which corres-
--ponded to our Women's Inter—-Church Council of Victoria. Although some of their
members had misgivings of various kinds, they showed considerable interest in
the new proposal. It looks as if it may be possible to do the logical thing
with the existing W.I.C.C.'s forming the State units in the structure.

That brings us to the next stage of our discussion - What- purposes does
the new organisation serve? This is well set out in a report of a meeting held
in October last between representatives of the N.S.W. Inter-Church Council and
the Australian Council of Churches committee investigating women's work.

(a) To widen the horizons of women in the local churches ecumenically — i.e.
toward the whole world and the whole Christian Church.

(b) To relate Women's Inter-Church Councils in the various States to each
other. . :



(¢) To relate denominational women's organisations at the Federal level to each
other.

(d) To relate Australian organisations with Inter-Church organisations over-
gSeas.

Tt seems clear that although there are organisations in every State to link up
women's denominational groups, there is need for more co-ordination at the
national or federzl level, and a need for more stimulation at the local or
congregational level.

NATIONAL LEVEL

One challenge which could have been met by some such body as Australian
Church Women came to the women of Australia in March in 1962 when Mrs. Louise
Pau, chairman of the East Asia Christian Conference committee on Co~operation
of Men and Women in Home, Churéh and Society, invited us to send a delegate
to a conference of Asian Church women. Eventuzlly a delegate was sent (in
the person of Mrs. T. H. Coates), but the selection was made difficult because
there was no national organization competent to make the choice. The
invitation specifically szid "she should be the representative of the Church's
National Women's organization". It was brought home to us egain that we
need such a body, when Dr. Madeline Barot asked whether we could sponsor a
scholarship for a Tahitian woman to study Hostel Management here so that she
could manage a hostel in Tahiti to protect young working girls from the effects
of tourism. Inter-Church Aid would have paid her fare. It wag 8l teed up
with the Presbyterian Church, but she received an adverse medical report and
the whole thing fell through.

At the national level it is proposed to prepare study material so that
ideas can-be passed on to local women's groups. A beginning has been made
in this matter as the Sydney Committee, seeking to decentralise their work,
asked a group of Victorian women to prepare a study suitable for women's
groups on the role of the laity in the life of the church. I om afraid this
was rather arbitrary in the way it worked out, as they simply nominated
Victorian women whom they happened to know and put it upon them to tackle
this particular job. The committee has met twice, and at the moment Mrs.
Jean McCaughey is preparing a draft which will, we hope, be ready to send
to Sydney in good time for publication for use next year. It is hoped that
the study book will be used in conjunction with a new book by Hans Rudi
Weber called "Salty Christians", and that it will be useful at the local
level in inter-denominational groups as well as in denominational groups.
As well as specific tasks like this it may be necessary for "Australian
Church Women" at times to speak for all the women of all the Churches on
problems of national importance. It is as well for us to have a national
VOlCeEe

STATE LEVEL

Although the existing Women's Inter-Church Councils cover the State
field, I think it likely that the establishment of Australian Church Women
and the exchange of idess may well prove an effective stimulus to increased
activity. It will do us good just to hear more of the concerns and activities
. .of -our sister organizations; e.g. we could invite Orthodox women.to Join us. .

LOCAL LEVEL

When we come to think of Inter-Church Council work in the suburbs and
towns we are getting down to the grass roots of the problem, because it is
here that women like to hold their membership (church). As Mrs. Wyllie
said, if we have experienced the satisfaction of ecumenical contracts, we
are eager to pass it on to other women too. The Women's Inter-Church Council
has been in this way a satisfying experience to many of us, and it is some-
thing worth extending. The Women's Inter-Church Councils themselves are conscious
of this purpose and in October the meeting referred to above (N.S.W. Inter—
Church Council) spoke of their desire to develop Inter—-Church women's work
in looal arezs in New South Wales. Much of this has been done in Victoria
and South Australia, and I think Mrs. Barrett and Mrs. Wyllie were surprised
to £ind how much had been done in these States in extending the work to

Tacal arana.
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It is with this in mind that "Australian Church Women" has urged the institution
throughout Australia of Fellowship Day and Community Day. We hope too that

local groups will undertake service projects such as Freedom from Hunger Campaign,
Aborigines, White Russians etc.

Because the work of Australian Church Women has been thought of in
terms of the promotion of ideas and the extension of the mission of the Church
in inter—denominational groups, it has been linked with the Department
of Ecumeniocal Promotion, but I think it equally important that is should be
linked with the Department on Co-operation of the Australian Council of
Churches. I am glad to see that it was agreed at the Annual meeting that A.C.W.
(Australian Church Women) should be a sub-committee to deal with matters of
co-operation between men and women. (There are isolated women, such as some
connected with the Y.W.C.A., who have no special church group affiliation,
but who would like to be comnected with an over-all or.ga.niza.tion.)

QBJECTIONS.

Now we come to the really interesting part of today's discussion. Many
objections have been raised to the establishment of ACW, and many people
have felt deeply concerned over some of the questions raised. The long
distance between Capital cities, and the diffioculty of discussiuyg anything
satisfactorily by letter accentuated this, but we have been very fortunate -
firstly, Mrs. Faichney could attend the Conference in Sydney in November,
and secondly Mrs. Wyllie could meet with our Executive on May 28th, and
answer questions. I was most grateful for the invitation to attend this
meeting and to hear her answers to the problems raised. I was especially
interested as I had also been invited to attend a similar meeting in S. Australia
the previous, week, when I was there for the Methodist General Conference.
The first and saddest objeotion which struck Victorians who read the early
reports of ACW was the lack of continuity with the past - the liaison work
of Mrs. Kiek, to which I have referred, and the attempts to form a federal
1ink between the Women's Inter—Church Councils were not réferred to, and I
think the regrettable reason is that those who were attempting to feel their
way in this new move simply did not know what had been done. Now that they
- do know, Mrs Wyllie assures us that the present work should now be linked with
work done previouslys moreover I feel it is true that this early work prepared
the way. In the words of Mrs. Kiek, "We ocan only hope and pray that some good .
work was done and that the ground now being traversed will not be quite virgin
soil. Perhaps some of our pioneering work may have prepared the ground for
the later efforts."

I would like to place on record my appreciation of their early moves.

T would like now to list some of the OBJECTIONS (with the answers) which
naturally spring to mind when we think about a new body of this sort.

1. Why should the Interim Committee be in Sydney? The answer is that
the headquarters of the Australian Council of Churches is in Sydney, and after
all they had to start somewhere. The Interim Committee have been very
conscious of the need to consult the other States - hence the invitation to
—Mrs:-Faichney-last year; the offer to send representatives for consultations
Mrs Wyllie's visit to us in May, and the policy of asking a Victorian group to
prepare the Study.

2. Will it be a rival organization to the Women's Inter-Church Councils?
No, it is hoped that they will form the State units. They will not be asked
to change their name or their list of member churches or their own pattern of
work. They may be asked to send representatives to an occasional meeting at
the National level, but the link will be mainly by correspondence. It is
definitely not the aim of ACW to set up a top-heavy women's organization, though
eventually & national committee will take the place of this Interim Committee.
It is hoped that work at the local level will be stimulated, and three
suggestions are (a) a wide promotion of Fellowship Day and World Community Days
one of which may be open to men (and possibly run in conjunction with the local
Inter-Church Councils). (b) Service projects as local oircumstances suggest.
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(c) Study Groups, using the very valuable material from the World Council of
Churches, particularly from the Department of Ecumenical Promotion and the
Department on Co-operation which now takes in the Family as well as Church
and Society.

3. What about the Women's World Day of Prayer? How will it fit in?
Answer:- At the National level the Women's World Day of Prayer
Committee has been asked to send representatives. My impression is
that it is concerned with its special function and willing for ACW
to develop alongside it, just as the Women's Inter—Church Council
and Women's World Day of Prayer Committee exist happily in Victoria.

There is one objection which I think we need to take seriously, and that is

the one which was raised vigorously in South Australia and supported by Mrs.
Thornley from New Zealand - that it can be dangerous to set up a new organization
which perpetuates the division between the work of men and women in the church.

The World Council of Churches has laid stress on co-operation between
men and women, and there is no department of women's work in the World Council
of Churches. There is strong feeling in New Zealand in some quarters that
there should not be separate activities for women at all. I feel that this view
overlooks the fact that women's work is in fact separate from the general work
of the church and that our women's organizations meet, and will continue to
meet, in the afternoons when men cannot attend. There is no real need to do
away with women's meetings in the local church while they continuej they can
~profit from an injection of stimulating ideas from World Council of Churches
sources. It is here that we have our greatest opportunity, and it seems to me
that in Australian Church Women we have a logical means to pursue, it. However,
I sympathise with those who feel like this and I think we should press for early
and strong links between ACW and the World Council of Churches Department on
Co-operation of men and women in Church, Family and Society. This will be in
kgeping with 3h§ early wprk of Mrs. Kiek., Mqﬁh valuablg{mater%al from this
department can be made available to local groups. s / 8

4. One problem which arises is:- How are federal denominational women's
groups to be related to ACW? Personally I see no reason why they should not
also be affiliated. It may be they will profit from the distribution of study
material, and, in fact, the Australian Federation of Methodist Women has
already commended the first study in the laity (before it is written) for the
use of women's groups in the coming triemnium. However I am glad that it
does not look as if we will have to rely on them alone to reach our women
in the congregations. :

An interesting possibility mentioned in "In Unity" in connection with
Australian Church Women is the Fellowship of the Least Coin - & fellowship
of women; founded on prayer, which would be an inspiration to countless women,
and an avenue of service which would link us with the world.

PROPOSED LINES OF ADVANCE

1. The Women's Inter~Churéh Council of Victoria to become the Vietorian
unit of "ACW", .

~

2. Urge the establishment of links with the Department of Co—operation
between Men and Women in the Church, Family and Society.

3. Promote the Fellowship of the Least Coin.

I have tried to set out this matter as it appears to me. Now it is over to* you
to decide what our response should be.




AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

Suggestions for a more formal structure of Australian Church Women.

1. THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN.

The basic composition of the NC of ACW shall be representative of:

1. Federal denominational women's organizations (appointed by the
Federal body or by whatever means appropriate to the particular church).

Church of England 4
Methodist 2
Presbyterian 2
Congregational 1
Churches of Christl
Salvation Army 1
Other churches one each minimum 15

2. State Councils of ACW (by whatever name they are called)
(see No.2 below)

Queensland 1 Sth Aust. 1
N.S.W. 2 West Aust. 1
Victoria 2 A.C.T. 1
Tasmania i 9
3. Special interest groups: as will be named in the Constitution
e.g. Women's World Day of Prayer, YWCA 2
4. The Australian Council of Churches 4

2. STATE COUNCILS OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN.

The existing State women's inter-church groups (where their constitution provides
for representatives to be appointed by the denominational women's organizations
of the State) shall be invited to be the State Council of ACW.

3. STATE COUNCILS OF ACW shall have consultative status on the State Council of
Churches or the Committee affiliated with the ACC.

(Consultants have the right to speak and move motions but not to vote.)

4. LOCAL GROUPS OF ACW in suburban and rural areas shall be affiliated with the State
Council of ACW. i

5. The LOCAL GROUP OF ACW shall become affiliated with the Local Inter-Church Council
if that Council is affiliated with the State Council of the ACC.

6. Individuals may become corresponding members with the State Council of ACW if there
is no local group to which they may belong.

7. When the invitation to existing State Women's Inter-Church Councils to become State
Councils of ACW is extended the following points should be made:
1. That the present name of the State body may be retained but that the



organization tunction as the State Council of the ACW.
2. That the organization which functions as the State Council of ACW shall give
priority to the promoting of and continuing assistance to local groups of ACW in
suburban and rural areas.
3. That the State Council include all member churches of the Australian Council
of Churches and such other churches as may desire membership. e.g. The Russian
and Serbian Orthodox Churches are in the Inter-Church Aid in Australia but are
not member churches of the ACC., the Baptist Federal Board of Christian Education
is a member of the Australian Council of Christian Education and the Australian
Christian Youth Council, but the Baptist Church is not a member of the ACC., the
Baptist Unions in Victoria and Tasmania are members of the Victorian and Tasmanian
Councils of Churches affiliated with the ACC., but the Australian Baptist Union is
not a member of the ACC. The basis of membership shall be that which governs
admission to the Australian Council of Churches:
"A fellowship of churches which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and
Saviour according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil together
their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit."
4. That the State Councils of the ACW determine their ratio of representation from
their member groups. .
5. That special interest groups which have membership on the National Council of
ACW shall be invited to the members on the State Councils.
3/7/63
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July 15, 1963

Deaconess C. Ritchie,
Rolland House,

Presbyterian Training College,
97 Rathdown Street,

CARLTON N.3. Victoria

Dear Deaconess Ritchie,

Thank you for your letter of July 2 and advice concerning the study
material. We will look forward to receiving it soon.

"Salty Christians™ will be available from this office and, we hope,
from Departments of Christian Educationetc. I am hopeful to send out the
announcement of it being available this week. We have to arrange for it to be
stapled and then it will be ready for sale. As it is an of fset process we do
not think the book shops will be ready to handle it.

Yours sincerely,

Miss Thelma Skiller,
£24co Secrgtary.

August 7, 1963.

Deaconess C. Ritchie,

Rolland House,

Presbyterian Trainigg College,
97 Rathdown Street,

CARLTON. N.3. Victoria.

Dear Deaconess Ritchie,

Today we had a meeting of the Interim Committee of Australian
Church Women and the study material was discussed.

I was asked to write to you (in the absence of Mrs. Wyllie who
is overseas at the moment) and to seek from you some idea when we might
receive the material.

The urgent request is from the Congregational Women's Fellowship
in NSW who are wanting to finalise their 1964 study material. They are hoping
that the material being prepared for ACW will be suitable for them but they
mst see it within the next week or so or begin preparing something themselves.

Could you let me know by return mail what the situation is and if
at all possible the material?

Yours sincerely,

Miss Thelma Skiller,
0ffice Secretary.
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The Interim Committee welcomes you to this Consultation of
women'’s groups.

et

10.30am SERVICE OF WORSHIP conducted by the Rev. Lilian Livingstone.

(at the conclusion of the service we will move quietly from the
Chapel to the adjoining Board Room.)

11.00am MORNING SESSION. Chairman: Mrs. Fred McKay
- Addresses: ‘

1. Department of Cooperation of Men and Women in Church, Family
and Society of the World Council of Churches.
' - Mrs. B. R. Wyllie
2. Cooperation of Men and Women in the Australian Churches.
- (a) Mrs. Maynard Davies, Congregational
- (b) Mrs. B. H. Briggs, Society of Friends
3. Ecumenical Adventure in the Local Church.
- (a) Mrs. J.F. Dey
- (b) Mrs. Harvey Perkins-

12.15pm LUNCH

1.00pm AFTERNOON SESSION. Chairman: Mrs. S. McPhee

Panel Discussion:

Mrs. B. R. Wyllie )

-~ Mrs. S. M. Barrett ) . Members of the
)
)

Deaconess Andrews
- Mrs. F. McKay

Questions and open discussion.
2.00pm CLOSING DEVOTIONS. Mrs. S. McPhee

Interim Committee

The Interim Committee of Australian Church

Women expresses its sincere gratitude to

the Y.W.C.A. for their gracious hospitality
to us today.
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0 Praisc yo the Lord. Praize him all ye people.
For his mereiful kindness is greoat towards us: and the truth of the
Lord endurcth for over. Praoise yo the Lord.

4 PRAYER: Ve thank theo, our Father, for the conferencs which lics
before us and which we now bdgin in thy name. Give us
, quict in our minds and scriousness in tha denths of our hearts; be
near us in 211 our thinking with thy word and thy spirit.
Bléss those who arc to instruet and to speak, that their words may
possess and give glarity and power. '
Bless our listening; give us a will to undersband and take to heart.
Bless our fellowshipy so that we may help each other into the truth
and on to thee, and that we may learn to live in the unity of the
spirit,
Bz in the midst of us, O Lord, living and saving. Into thy hands
we commit ourselves and all those we represent. Ameon.

HYRDY 122

0f the Christian Church today it can be said thore are three great
movements taking place.  Threo movements which are quite distinet
from each othery and yet intertwined. He could c¢all them tre
©-—-——eguacaical-movemeant, the movement to onlarge the scops and work of
the laity, and the movemecnt to inzrcass the co-operstion~betwson men
and women in the church's work.

We 2re mecting this
A2 7ot 1t ean he azid guite troaly that tk-s» movemcats which arc so
nzw to us, were the wery warp snd woof of the 2-rly church. The
book of Acts tells the story of how a huadrzd and twenty quite
ordinary ncople rcceivad powecr by which they became a hundrod and
twenty lanteras kindled by the love of Jzsus Christ and 1it daily

by the power of the Holy Spirit. They wers 21l lay mch and
wonen, working together for a world wide movement. But that was

only the beginning. The same thing has happened all through the
ages, and hoppeas whencver a man @p a woman gives the power of
God a chance,

ACTS ch. 2: 4=b6; 12-47 scl.

James Reid in "The Key to the Kingdom" hag written with truths

" It is a real fact that Christianity ncver bocomes vital in its

joy and power for a man till he docs something by way of venturing
evarything upon it. Sce what perscctution did for tﬁc carly Church!
It was when the carly Church was huated and harried by Saul and thosc
like him, that it really began to live on its fzith and to grow into
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pow~r. . The comfortable nest of fellowship in which they had
nourished their souls was broken and the members were seatiered
abroad. But in that gecattering they carried the truth zand the

faith iato other parts of the world, and on their journcys recalisecd
for the first time the amazing resourcss of théir Lord...

It is from want of 2ll this that the Church is suffering today....
The Church is God's pioncer into n-ow truth, into new places of
congiest. Is it not because she is not vital cnough to be dangerous
that the world so often treats her with indifference? When she
begins td stand up to cvil, to speck out fearlessly against it,

and to talze her Christianity seriously, the world will take her
seriously, and she begin to count.” '

Lot me quote again: "Christians arc not distinguished from the rest
of mankind by country, or by spcecch, or by custom....They
follov the customs of the land in clothing and food and other matters
of daily life, yet the condition of citizenship which they exhibit
is wonderful, and admittedly beyond 21l expectation..... They love
2ll men and yre persecuted by all.... they do good 2nd zre puaished
as cvil doers.... In a word what the soul is to the body, so arc
Christians through 211 the citiss of the world.... the soul is
enclosed within the body, and it holds the body togother; so too,
Christians are held fast in the world as in a2 prisoa, and yeobt it is
they who hold the world together."

This is a quotation - not from a recont publication of Timce—- or the
Readers Digest - nor from any modern Church paper - I #ish it were.
It hapocns to have been written by a man named Diognetus about the
year 100 AD, as part of an investigation he fas making about this new
crowd of pcople known as Christians. But it dows point bo the
very heart of the matter docsat it. 4

It is Christians who hold the world together, wrotc Diognetus.
Coatrast this with the leader article published in the Sydaey Morning
Heradd a fow weeks ago which claimed that the Chmiitian Church,
including all denominations, has so little standing or power in the
community that the government and politicians can ignore its protests
and its demands. It certainly puts. the challenge right where we
arce doesn't it?

You secc, bechind this moderan ccumenical movement, bchind 211 theee ncw
movements of the church today - therce is nced for somcthing decper
withouv which the rest is doomed to failiire.

It has been said that in describing the changing attitude of Indians
towards thce Christian message three stages can be traced. First
they said Christianity is not true; then they sazid Christianity is
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no® now; and now they say Christianity is not You. Josus
thoy sce the reality of his spirit first in us.

Y'1le cach in oursclves and in our particular branch of the Christian
church have something to give the world which it is urgently
needing. The ccumenical movement must include all thesc
-contributions. But they can only be made available to mea-and
women through other conscerated men and women workiag together in
Christ's name.y

LET US PRAY: Lot us join together in a prayer for Christian unity
in diversity - making the respoasc
Yo thank thee, Okord, and bless thy holy name.

Lot us give thanks for the gifts and graces of cach great movement
of the Christian church through the centurics.
R. Ve thank thec...

For thec ge:at Protostant communions; for the Congregationalist
jealousy for the rightful independence of the soul and of the groups
and for theiR.faithful coatinuance of a froe prophctic ministry-.
R.
For the stress in the Baptist churches upon personal regeacration
and upon the conscious relation of the mature soul to its Lord.
RO

For the powor of the Methodists to awalten the conscience of
Christians to our social ovils; and for their cmphasis upon the
witacss of parsonsl exporience.

R.

For the Bresbyterian reverence for the Sovercignty of God and thetr

confidonee in trk his faithfulness to his covenant; for their sense

of the moral law, cxpressing itself in constitutional gov-raamcit.
RC

Tor the witness to the perpstual Real Presonce of the Iamor Light
in overy human soul borac by the Religious Socicty of Fricnds and

for thoir faithful mwrbcommmrs adherance to the leading of the Spirit
R
For the Angliean Church; it reveresat and semperate ways, through

its Catholic h-oritage and its protestant coaseience; its yearning
concern over the divisions of Christendom.
R.

wu

/ For tha Vorld Council of Church; for its vision of a unified
Christandom, healed of its divisiong; for its concern with the
wesk =nd the nredy; for the 2ith and vision of its leaders and
the fidelity of its obscure workers.

Rs

y e

+*

Let us unite as one £ellowshin in the family prayer of the Christian
Church. THE LORDS PRAYER.

) 133 (or 141)

BEHEDICTION
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It is a great honour and a great privilege to be asked to speak

to you today and as such I do appreciate it although I speak

with considerable reluctance. We who belong to the Society of
Friends know how few there are, especially in Australia, to whom
our form of wofship appeals. Because we are so few our usefulness
is very limited and I feel it almost an impertinence to speak to
you - the representatives of the great churches. " However I can
only thank you for the opportunity and try to give you some

idea of our organisation.

The equality that women in the Society of Friends enjoy is
not recently acquired but lies at the very heart of Friends'
beliefs. The Society of Friends arose in England about 1650 at
a time of very bitter religious controversy. A number of small
groups of Seekers had arisen who desired most earnestly to
escape from the clash of dogmas, to return to the simplicity of
the early church and to have a personal sense of the presence of
God and of His direct guidance. This was not new - it was what
many devout men and women through the ages had prayed for.

But when these Seekers and many more were united under the leadership
of George Fox into a definite organisation a development took
place that, at that time, was almost revolutionary.

The Quakers, from their own personal experience, believed that

God could and would speak to anyone, however simple, who sincerely
sought him. They believed that the promise of the guidance of
the Holy Spirit was true now, that the intervention of priest
or minister was not essential and the promise "where two or three
are gathered'™ was literally true. So the Friends met in reverent
silence, with no pre-arranged programme they waited on God.
From that silence someone might pray or pass on a message that
they felt was designed for the whole group — and from the very
beginning women equally with men were free to pray or speak if
they felt moved to do so. _

To meet thus without an ordained minister and to claim
Divine guidance was regarded as blasphemous and for some %0 years
Friends suffered greatly in the cause of religious liberty.

The freedom granted to women was one of the reasons why Friends
were regarded as subversive, and from the many tracts and memoirs
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of the period it is easy to follow the arguments used.

One noisy section maintained that it was wrong for women
to speak in a meeting for worship because they had no souls, the
more sophisticated and responsible section based their objection
on the passage in i Corinthians, 14 where St. Paul orders that
women keep silence in the churches. Friends simply refused to
accept that as a general prohibition ~ they quoted Chapter 11 in
the same epistle in which he orders that if a woman prays or
prophesies her head should be covered. They cited the women
with whom Jesus associated and those holy women commended in the
epistles. Other arguments were advanced but the one that
carried most weight with Friends themselves was drawn from their
own experience. They had known how frequently women had spoken
and prayed in a way that was an inspiration to all. They
recognised the value of the contribution and the cooperation of
women and believed that if it were lost the whole work of the
Society would suffer an irreparable loss.

This principle of complete equality of men and women in the
meeting for worship has never been challenged and applies not
only in the English speaking meetings but on the Continent and
in the mission churches. Because of it Friends have been among
the pioneers in the education of women.

Besides the meeting for worship Friends, like other churhes,
have their business meetings. At first these were confined
to men but in 1656 the first women's business meeting was set
up and such meetings quickly became general. These meetings
were in no way inferior in status to the men's meetings; they
had special responsibility in the care of the poor the education
of the young and the general supervision of all womem members:.
It was laid down that, in respect to certain matters, any decision
reached by one of the meetings had to be communicated to the
other and in some verj important matters no decision could be
reached without the concurrence of the other meeting. These
women's meetings were established at the local level, i.e. in
the town or-village and at the district level, i.e. the county
or group of counties; at the national level of the yearly

meeting men and women were sitting together equally in 1671 and
have continued to do sow.
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i i It is interesting that the establishment of women's business
meetlngs met with opposition within the Society. Men who were
prepared to recognise women as equals in the eyes of God found
it harder to admit their competence in business matters.
However this phase soon passed and I was amused to read instructions
dating from 1680 for the conduct of women's meetings, the correct
taking of minutes etc. This training in business was unusual
for women of that period and helped to produce a number of
notable woman leaders.

This system of separate meetings continued for over 200
years but towards the end of last century the meetings were
gradually amalgamated, and now in business meetings or in
appointment to office men and women rank equally.

Having no ordained minister we have no "head"; the clerk,
who acts as secretary, is a servant of the meeting but usually
exerts a certain amount of influence - as any competent secretary
does. The clerk may be a man or woman, at present in Sydney we
have a man, the last clerk was a woman, but no attempt is made
to alternate the sexes. As elders we have both men and women,,
also as overseers who has the special pastoral work of visiting, etc.
= I must emphasise that at no time was there any demand or
agitation on the part of the women. The o0ld Friends who 300
years ago asserted that women had souls would have said that
was the crux of the matter - if women had souls they stood
completely equal in the sight of God and so in the service of
the chureh.



July 1S, 1963

Mrs. Winifred Kiek,
86 Oaklands Road,
CLENCOWRIE

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Dear Mrs. Keéik,

You will be glad to know that plans for the sstablishment of Australian
Church Women are proceeding well. It is, of course, a slow and careful course
as we consult with the women's federal organizations in the member churches, and
also with the Women's Inter-Church Councils in the various states, and seek a way
whereby both churches and state councils can be members of a national organization.

However the work is thoroughly worthwhile and I am sure that you will be
locking forward to this organization taking up all the ploneering work you did on
the status of women in the churches between 1946 and 1958, I certainly wish to

assure you that this will be a very important part of the work of Australian
Church Women.

; During October this year we will have in Australia, Madeleine Barot,
who, as you know, heads up the work on Cooperation of Men and Women in Church,
Family and Society in Ceneva. Madeleine Barot will visit Adelaide, Melbourne and
Sydney during her 11 day visit (October 8 - 19) and we are hoping that, Adelaide
will be able to arrange a full day consultation with her on Saturday, 12th. The
Interim Committee of Australian Church Women is arranging this viait.

The Interim Committee is very aware of working in the shadow (or should
I say the light) of the work you Rave done in years gone by, and hopes to establish

a "Winifred xi\i} Scholarship” for an Asian woman student as one of the undertakings
of ACW,

And s0 we work on, having entered into your labours. Some things about
this urndersaking are new, such as the forming of a nation-wide organization, and
the promotion of branches in local areas. This makes caution important as we try -
to lay right and firm foundations. We know that you will have patience with us,
and want you to kmow how real is our appreciation of your labours of former years. ,

Yours sincerely,
Harvey L, Perkina, Ceneral Secretary.



'

Telep"\one: 80-1012 - \\Dovercourt”,
: » 85 Saclﬁvi”e Stree’c,
18th July,1963 Kew, £.4. Vietoria

The ReviHarvey Perkins M.A. B.D.
Australisn Council of Churehes
511 Kent St. SYDNEY, N.S.W.

Dear Perkins,

I thamk you for sending to me a copy of the letter you
have sent to the Reveremd Winifred Kiek.

There is a question in comneetion that I should like to

Why do you not aececord to Mrs.Kiek her proper desigmatiom as the
Reverend Winifred Kiek M.A. B.D, ?

Mrso.Kiek has been for mamy years am ordaimed mimister in full stamding
with the Congregational Uniom of Australia, has beem in charge of two
different Churehes in South Australia,amd although mow retired,still
takes Services quite often,

I would further point out that Mrs.Kiek's name is twiee mis-spelt
in the letter you have sent to her. You are not,perhaps,aware that her
husband,the late DroE.S.Kiek M.A. D.D. was for upwards of 30 years Prine
cipal,and eventually Principal Emeritus of Parkin Congregational College,

Adelaide,
Yours fa,ithfjllh B %
/‘E““ ~ 'an—\‘j

J.N.Barker

asks-



July 19m 1963

Mrs. B. Thomson,

United Church Woment's Association of Adelaide,
4 Doreen Street,

PRORSECT . B

Sth Anst.

Dear Mrs. Thomson,

You will remember that in May of this year the Interim Committee of
Australian Church Women sent out a statement of its purpose and aims to all
Federal and State denominational women's groups and the Women's Inter-Church
Councils in all States where they existed, There has been considerable
discussion of this project and many groups have replied expressing their
interest in this movement and asking for more information regarding the basis
of AustralianChurch Women, and concerning the next steps which they can take
to become part of ACW.

At its meeting on July 3 the Interim Committee resolved to invite the
existing women's ecumenical organisations which operate on a State basis to
become the State Councils of Australian Church Women., There is a copy of the
document "Suggestions for a more formal Structure of Australian Church Womeny
enclosed with this letter. This document sets out the basis on which this
invitation is extended.

It appears that the United Church Women's Association of Adelaide is
not organised in the same way as the Women?s Inter-Church Council gs of Queensland
N.S.W. and Victoria. The Councilsin these states are made up of delegates duly
elected by the women's organizations of the various churches. Jam aware of the
constitution of your association, but I do not think there is any reason why the
association should not become the State Council of ACW. The accompanying state-
ment explains the attitude of ACWand the ACC. to this matter of State Councils.
Would it be possible for the Interim Committee to have a copy of your constitution
so that we can discuss with you any issue that may arise.

The Interim Committee is convinced that ACW is needed to promote
ecumenical thought and action amongst the church women of Australia and that
p.t.o
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exsiting women's inter-church groups are the best channels for this
ecumenical promotion. This opinion has also been expressed by inter-church
groups and individual women in NSW, Victoria and South Australia,

It is the earmest hope of the Interim Committee that your Association
will accept this invitation and will beome an integral part of this movement to
draw together the women of the Australian churches and to link them with
Christian women thraghout the world.

There are still many questions to be resolved, for example:

. the time and manner of the election of a permanent mational council
. the financial requirements of ACW

the location of a national headquarters of ACW
the nature of t§e relationship of ACW and the Department of

Cooperation of Men and Women in Church, Family and Society
of the World Council of Churches,

It is felt that these issues can be faced when once this more formal structure
has been established. The calling together of representatives of Women's inter-
church councils/associations, etc. who are prepared to act as state councils of
ACW would be the immediate next step. '

Yours sincerely,

Mabel G. Wyllie (Mrs.)
Convener.



25th July, 1963.

iligs J. N, Barker,
"Dovercourt",

85 Sackville Street,
Kowe H.4. Victoria.

Dear Miss Barker,

Thank you for your letter of 1€tk July. I have received a reply
from lirs. Kisek.

Of cmurse I know lirs. Kiek perscnally, and also .uiwy szincipal
Kiek well. e worked together in examining theology papers fur the
ilelbourne College of Divinity many yozrs sgo.

I am sorry that you regret the cmission of birs, Kiek's degrees.
I am afraid I never use them when writing to those I know personally.

Yours sincerely,

Revd. Harvey L. Perkins,
Coneral Seeretory.

P.S. Hy secrstary apologises for the wrong spelling. She ways she has
always wanted to put 'e' before 'i', even from her schooldays.

HLP
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CONSTITUTION,

This Association shall be calleé& the Women's United Church
Association and shall consist of the Women's Organisations of
any branch of the Christian Church desirous of participating
in its work, and subscribing to its aims, with the exception
of the of representatives of the Jewish Women's Guild,

(b) Personsl members aoccepting its aims. -

THE AIMS or OBJECTS.

1. To unite the women of various Denominations in commun-
ity service, and express our common Faith against the
aggression of materialism and encourage right international
relationships. :

2. The Officers shall be :- President, Vice- Presidents :
(1 past and 1 incoming), Secretary, Treasurer. "These with two
delegates from each Associated body will form the Council.
Council members only to Vote,

5. The President, Vice President shall be appointed for
one year from each constituent demonination in rotation.

~ 7 4. The Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected annually
by ballot but shall be eligible for re-election,

5+  When more than 1 group or department of any denomination
desires to join separately, they may do so on application,
and by payment of the prescribed fee.

6. Each body shall pay &n Annual Subsoription of :-
; Association 5/= qa,Q/é 2ol du&%GJL
Associates 2/&d.

7T+ The existing officers will form an Executive to deal
expeditiously with small details. '

8, At least one cambined Religious Service and one Sccial
gathering shall be held annually.

9. Tinance, (A)" Offering from the Religious Service to be
retained as a Working Fund.

{(b) (B) Profits from soocial gatherings to be
given to some worthy Cause of State or
National significance.- Other than
denominational efforts.
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August 21, 1963,
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Dear Thelma,

Among 2 dozen concerns that I have run into since arriving
here yesterday is one that seems very importent and requires attention
as quickly as possible.

Alan Gray today arranged & lunch-time meeting in the YWCA
hall here, attended by sbout 55 clergy end laymen and women, In the
middle of questions about the Church Dey Programme a lady asked, "What
is this Australian Church Women all ebout?": I had to answer very briefly
because this wasn't the mein concern of the meeting, but afterwards T
grabbed hold of her end, with some other women present, received the full
blas‘b.

The Women's United Church Association here is the State body
considering affiliation with Australian Church Women., The president is a
Baptist opposed to the proposals and, while many CE, Pres, Meth, Cong and
SA women in the organisation are quite keen to affiliate they are confused
and, in some ways, uncertain, particularly because of rumours they keep
heering about ACW and its plans,

The main issue is one of finance, The assod ation hes been
told thaet ACW intends to immediately appoint & full-time national
secretariat and will demand large financial contributions, The sum mentioned
is £150 a year from S.A., This statement is to be repeated "with evidence"
et the W.U.C.A., meeting in a fortnight which must decide on ACW affiliation,
Could you arrange for someone in a responsible position in ACW to write
immediately to Alan Grey stating as clearly as possible what ACW hopes to
do, why and (most important) how (moneywise). Such & letter would need to
be one capable of being read in full at a W.U.C.A. meeting., I would suggest
thet it make no reference to the rumcurs re money to which it would, in fact,
be replying.

I have explained the whole ACW plan to everyone interested and,
I hope, cleared up the misapprehensions., Something in writing from an ACW
officebearer could clear the matter up completely.

Otherwise all goes very well - far better than I had hoped.
Several very worthwhole comments on Church Dey programme - particularly
from Frank, Hembley end David Hodges - and valuab® time with Merv., and
others on Division met&ensechurches (in Soun Australia) :

Church of England, Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church, Congregational Churches, Churches of Christ,
Salvation Army, Society of Friends and Greek Orthodox Church,

I hope you are not all missing me too much !

s



September 3, 1963

Mrs. D.D. Thomson,
4 Doreen Street,
PROSPECT.

Sth. Aust.

Dear Mrs. Thomson,

Following the visit of our Public Relations Cfficer, Vaughan
Hinton, to Adelaide we are writing to help you in the apparent rumours
that are circulating concerning ACW and finance.

We are at a loss to understand how these would have started as
at no time has the committee thought of introducing a secretariat which
would require financing as has been suggested to Mr, Hinton - e.g. South
Australia being asked to contribut something like £150.

The whole purpose of Australian Church Women is te briug together
the existing women's groups in an ecumenical experience through the
promoting of a Fellowshup Day, a World Community Day and providing study
materials and stimulating service projects. The promoting and following
though of these plans would be done by the state committees (which we hope
will be the existing inter-bhurch women's groups in the states).

Please be assured that there are no thidden' pdans to set up such
a secretariat and that Australian Church wWomen will in fact be a policy
making committee to assist the states in the promoting of the basic
purpose of Australian Church Women which is to unite the Australian Church
women.

At the moment Australian Clurch Women is being fiknanced by the
Austrdlian Council of Churches as an aspect of ecumenical promotion.
The interim committee of Australian Church Women has not considered
contributions from the states and does not regard this matter as within
the province of an Interim Committeefo determmine.

If we can assist further in clarifying Australian Church Women
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours sincerely,

Miss T. Skiller, secretary to
The Rev. H.L. Perkins,

General Secretary.



July 19, 1963

Mrs. F.J. Pell,

18 Gordon Avenue,

KEWw E.4.
Victoria

Dear Mrs, Pell,

You will remember that in May of this year the Interim Committee of
Australian Church Women sent out a statement of its purpose and aims to &bl
Federal and $tate denominational women?s groups and the Wamen's Inter-Church
Councils in all States where they existed. There has been considerable
discussion of this project and many groups have replied expressing their
interest in this movement and asking for more information regarding the basis
of Australian Church Women, and concerning the next steps which shey can take
to become part of ACW.

At its meeting on July 3 the Interim Committee resolved to invite the
existing women's ecumenical organisations which operate #én a State basis to
become the “tate Councils of Australian Church Women. There is a copy of the
document "Suggestions for a more formal structure of Australian Church Women"
enclosed with this letter. This document sets out the basis on which this
invitation is extended.

I am writing to you now to extend the invitation to the Womem's Inter-
Church Council of Victoria to become the State Council of Australian Church
Women for Victoria.

The Interim Committee is convinced that ACW is needed to promote
ecumenical thought and action amongst the church women of Australia and that
existing women's inter-church groups are the best channels for this ecumenical
promotion. This opinion has also been expressed by inter-church groups and
individual women in N.S.W., Victoria and South Mustralia.

It is the earnest hope of the Interim Committegthat your Council will
accept this invitation and will become an integral part of this movement to draw
together xthe women of the Australian churches and to link them with Christian
women throughout the world,

p.t.o
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There are still many questions to be resclved, for example:

» the time and manner of the election of a permanent national council

. the financial requirementa of ACW

. the locatien of a national headquarters of ACW

. the nature of the relationship of ACW and the Department of Cooperation
of Men and Women in Church, Family and Sociasty of the World Council
of Churches.

It is felt that these issues can be faced when once this more formal structure has
been established. The calling together of representatives of Women's Inter-Church
Councils who are prepared to act as State Counciles of Australian Church wWomen
would be the immediate next atep.

We wers very pleased indeed to have Colemel Saunders with us on July 10
and we were particularly happy that after the consultation at the YWCA we were
able to have a short informal conference with the Ceneral Secretary of the Austfalian
Council of Churchex, the Rev, Harvey Perkins, Mrs. Lilley, the secretary of the
NSW Woment?s INter-Church Council and other members of the Interim Committes. I think
that we were all able to see the way ahead a little wore clearly after that
conversation.

I am sorry indeed ghat the dates of Dr, Barot's visit to Melbourne have had
to be changed, A cable from her arrived last Friday and this necessitated a re-
‘odrzm:lzation of our proposed itinerary. I am sure you will enjoy having Dr. Barot

th you.

with kind regards and best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Mabel G, Wyllie (Mrs)
s



Women's Inter-church Council o/ Dictoria

The Rev.John Neal
Australian Council of Churches
511 Kent Street
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Dear lr.Neal,

At the lieeting of the /omen's Inter—Church Council of
Victoria, held on August 23rd., A motion was carried that we accept
the invitation to become ‘'the unit through which Australian Church
Women, work within the Si#ite of Victoria'.

The Council looks Torward to working happily in
association with the Interim Committee of Australian Church
Women, and will co-operate, as opportuznity is afforded.

#ith kind regards!
I am,
Yours sincerely,

%\MS)MA e

Hone.5ec. = i



INTERIM COMMITTEE OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

November 11, 1963.

Rev. J. R. Neal,

Exeuutive Secretary,
Australian Council of Churches,
511 Kent Street,

SYDNEY.

Dear Jolm,

At the meeting of the Imterim Committee om November 6 the possibility
of setting up within the Augtralian Coumcil of Churches a Liaison Committee with
the Department om the Cooperatioa of Men and Women in Church, Family and Society
of the WCC was discussed. Attached we set out a diagrapWhich illustrates the
type of relatiomship which would further the work at the moment.

As we see it the Liaison Committee will have direct relationship with
the Executive of the Australian Council of Churches and will feed throuch to
Australian Church Women the concerns of the Department in Ceneva.Et will absa be a
two-way process of receivimg and giving to such agencies within the ACC as
Inter-Church Aid, the Commission on Christian Marriage and Family Life and the
Division of Work and Vocation. Another area of concerm which is not connected
with any committee or commission is that of tlmlaemtion of Men and Women in
the Church and we feel that such a committee be set up wi i
framework. The needs and oppertunities of service of pmfessiom%gﬁathers
possibly be included in the work of the Division of Work and Vocation - this we
have illustrated in the eaclosed diagram.

Buring o discussions names were suggested for the Liaison Committee
and we submit our suggestions. We realise that there are gaps in this list and
that it will need further comsideration by the Staff before going to the Executive
Committee:

Mr. V. K. Brown

Mrs. Lillian Wells

Rev. Dr. C.J. ¥Wrighg

Rev. Lillian Livingston

Rev. John Garrett,

Mr, Bruce Mansfield or Miss Kath George
Deaconess K. Browning

Dr. Maynard Rennie

Rev. Alan Spalding

Mrs, B. R. Wyllie

Rev. H, L. Perkins.

plus 2 members of the A.C.W. Council (ex officio).

Yours sincerely,

Mrs., M.G. Wyllieg
Convener.
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INTERIM COMMITTEE OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

December 137 19630

Mrs. Iillian Wells,
Selisbury Street,

READE PARK.
South Australia.

The study produced for use by Australian Church Women and also through women's
and mixed groups is now ready. We are most anxious that this material have &s wide
a use a3 possible in the churches of Australia. In the publicity we weuld like to
use recommondations of some leading church men and women. We are forwarding you a
eopy of the study booklet and we would be very grateful if you would write a few
lines in commendation of the study (we hope that you feel moved to commend it in
this manner!).

We are preparing a publicity leaflet and we hope to give publicity through
church papers in Australia before Christmas.

I do hope that you will be able to help us in this way and would appreciate a
reply within a week.

With kind regerds and best wishes for Christmas.

Yours sincerely,

Mabel G. Wyllie (Mrs.)
Convenex.

MGW:TJS



INTERIE COMMITTER OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH GOMER

DECEMBER 13, 1963.

Mr. V. K. Brown,
General Board of Religious Education,

VICTORIA

Dear Val.,

The study produced for use by Australian Church Women and also through women's
and mixed groups is now ready. We are most anxious that this material have as wide
& use 28 possible inthe churches of Australia. In the publicity we would like to
use recommendations of some leading church men and women. We are forwarding you a
esopy of the study booklet and we would be very grateful if you would write a few
iimes on commendation of the study (we hope that you feel moved te commend it in
this marmer!).

We are preparing a publicity leaflet and we hope to give publicity through
church papers in Australia before Christmas.

I do hope that you will be able to help us infhis way and would sppreciate a
reply within a week.

With kind regards and best wishes for Christmas.

Yours sincerely,

Mabel G. ¥Wyllie (Mrs.)
Convener.

HOW:TJS



INPERTL COMMITTEL OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH UOMEY

December 13, 1963.

Deaconess C. Ritchie,
Relland House,

Victoria

Bear Kath,

I was away when your bundle of studies arrived earlier this year and I under—
stand that no letter of acknowlddgement has gone from Sydney. We were very grateful
that yom were willing to undertake this piece of work for the Interim Committee and we
were most impressed by the volume of work which your group accomplisked. This must
bave meent a great deal of work for the group.

You will see that the final result is a combination and reviaion of the three
studies. Will you please convey the thanks of our committee to your group. As you
know we were anxious to have the experience and assistance of women in other parts of
Australia and so we will be glad to acknowledge the assistance of your group in the
Preface of the study.

It is now produced and we are forwerding a copy to you. I hope that you will be
able to encourage groups in Victoria (both women and combined groupa) to use the study
in 1964, or the following year.

You will notice that we have advertised "Salty Christians® onfhe back cover.
We had lengthy discussions on the title of our study and as so often heppens a
suggestion at the last moment was the one we have used. I hope that you approve.
¥With kind regards and best wishes for Christmas.
Yours sincerely,

Mzbel G. Wyllie (Mrs)
MW TJS ' Convener.
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92 Finch Street, East Malvern, S.E.5, Victoria/Telephone: 50 8588, 50 8589/Telegrams: Genboard, Melbourne

8th January, 1964.

Mrs. M.G.Wyllie,

Convener, '

Australian Council of Churches,
511 Kent Street,

SYDNEY. N.S.W. iE‘i JAN 1944

Dear Mabel, v
INTERIM COMMITTEE OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN,

THE STUDY "SAINTS ALIVE"

Cheers !
Received "Saints Alive", and here is "a few lines of commendation.”

I think it is good and would suggest a bibliography somewhere when
it is printed.

Am sorry this 'lagged!, - away at Christmas.

Love to you all,

Yours sincerely,

lac-

V.K. Brown.
DIRECTCR.
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By (NS e

Book-rooms and Christian Education Advisory Services at 2nd Floor, 323 Bourke St,, Melbourne, 63 8711, and Cathedral Ave., Perth, 23 1208
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INTERIM COMMITTEE OF
AUSTRALTAN CHURCH WOMEN.

January 28, 1964.

Mrs. Lilian Wells,
4 Salisbury Crescent,
READE PARK.

South Australia.

Pear Lilian,

You are a dear to write the "recommendation" of SAINTS ALIVE! when you
have been so busy: Thank you very much. I have not seen Keilah since her
return, but will catch up with reports of the wedding when we meet.

We would be grateful if you would consider that you represemt Australian
Church Women as well as the Congregational Church when you to to Bangkok. We
consider it as part af our raison dfetre as an interim committee to suggest the
inclusion of women in all Australian delegatioms and of particular women becamse
of their capacity to represent Australian church women. So Joan Coates went to
Singapore and you are going to Bangkok and we hope that this will set the pattem
for future occasions. Best wishes for the trip.

With my love,
Yours sincerely,

Mrs. M.G. Wyllie,
Convener.

PS: 1 hope you will be able to be at the Annual Meeting at Ormond for a time.



Preshytertm
Women's Assoriation
of Australia

VICTORIA UNIT
26 Darlington Grove,
Coburg, N.13,

4th March, 1964,

The Secretary,
Women's Inter-Church Council,

Dear Mrs., Saunders,

At the November Council meeting of the
Presbyterian Women's Association, the executive made
recommendations generally accepting the suggested
constitution for Australian Church Women except for a
reservation regarding inclusion of organisations both
Church and "special interest',

However the Council did not vote on these and
set up its own sub-committee consisting of Miss Cath
Ritchie, Mrs, Hector Maclean, Mrs. P. Johnstone and
Mrse Ae Se Colliver, The sub~committee will report
to the Council on March 18th, but in view of the
Consultation in Sydney on March 18th and 19th, it has
asked the executdve of P.W.A, to treat its report as
"urgent" in the terms of the P.W.A., constitution and
forward it to the W.I.C.C.y the Interim-Committee of
A.C.W, and the secretary of the Australian Council of
Churches,

: The executive, after discussion, agreed to do
this, and accordingly I enclose two copies of what is

expected to be the P.W.A. of Australia, Victoria Unit's
considered opinion with regard to the future of A.C.W.

With good wishes,

Yours Wg&caerely,} g l
Mrﬁ&n. 'Sgérg%ghz%‘? )
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(1)

o recommend that the sims of sustralian Church Jomen bes

"Po unite Australiasn Church Jomen in their allegiance to their iord and Saviour
mwnmommmfammm,mm
service ncross denominntional berriers divisions; to promofe co-oporation of men and
mmmmmm;wmmmaeﬂn“m
mummmmwmemmwmm;mumuy
them for the buildiang wammmmemmw.
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Q)Wthatmmgnimm the fommmtion of locel

angtrelian Church m).

(4)mtbt1m1metmmm Jomen work in close relation
with loeal inter—church coumcils of the Australian Council of Churches.
és)wmtamewwpmwmmmwm
ictorian Jomen's Inter-Church
(s)wmwhmmnmmwmam«mm
Christian U.ity or mmmmm.(mmee#
$imo between u»m'edmmmammmwammwm
?wm}wmmmmw)
that a service of worship for
dononinetion

(10) Should we propere study metorial and suggest service projects for ORLD
(mmmr,andm&mnnm
&B “here do we use the study material such as "Saints Alivo"™?

Mmmm,wmsm'aklmeayetmnthw

rmnanm'(z)demm. and add ' and encourage' delete 'that they be calld
A4 Ceie= Parramntia’ — thon join par3 to par.d, and deolete A.C.7¢ this mekes

into 4 and 3o on. (6) Fecormendation for we.Commmity Dey to bo by the Federal bodyf#
wmmw(ﬂ add, and ingathering of Fellowship of Least Coin money?
Byn-mnharhg paregrephs from 3 on, the final per. bocomes 11 and not 12,
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April 22, 1964

Mew., Colensl aunders,
“W“’

el

Dear Colenel Saunders,

Thapk you for your letter which came only thishorming., I am writing in haste se
that you bave & letter befors your seeting on Friday.

(1) I camet recall that we bave received s cossunication fres the P.W. of Aw
te the Interin Committee. Acamaﬂymlnmm O

2) At the inmual Meeting of the iustralisn Council of Churches in February, the Bev, J,
Petor, a Preshyterian representative, read a statement from the P.W.A, of

statenent exprossal the vidws contained in the report, s copy of which you hav
forvarded to me. I gather from conversation with Deaconess Ritchis that when Mr. Peter
presented this report it had not boen adopted by the P.W.A, of Vietoris but was & workin
document prepared for the mext meeting. lYowever, the Interis Comsittes gave careful
consideration o Mr, Peter's contribution

g

g
&
|

to represent them. the Presiyterian Foderal Presbdent was overseas, the
invitation t» send representstives was sent to the Federnl Secretary, Mrs. Thespson of
Sandy Bay, Fobart, Tessania. As far as I know she did met reply to cur correspondence
Wt I isagine that it was she wiw arranged for Mrs. A, Pougen and MNrs.F. Manlis to
W‘h""“m‘

4) You will that at the Consultation I expressdy asked that representatives tal:

p.t.0,



-l

that P.%.4 OF lustrwlis bad taken any stresg decision concerming A.C.¥. and I was care~
ful to cover beth points made by ¥r. Pever is discussion at the Cosmsultation.

3) The recesmendations which have sow been accepted by the ixecutive Committoe of the
mm.‘mhth.mdhﬁmuhwk.mn
behalfl of the P.u.A, of Victoris ~ .
a) it is proposed that there will be representaticn on the national cosmdttes of
‘ustralian Church vomen from Federal deneminatienal women's organi:ations as well
- a3 representitives of wemen's intere-chureh coumcils.
) us.mp.ummmmmaumdu‘nuuﬁo
ACCYs Committow on the Co-operation of Men and Women im Church, Faeily and
Seciety.

6) Under separats cover we are sending saterial which gives the resclutions of the
ACC Bxscutive regarding ustralian Church women, This saterial is being semt to al)

T bope that this has answered your cueries.
With best wishes.
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INTERIM COMMITTEE OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

May 29, 1964

Mrs. Colonel Saunders,
40 Middleborough Road,
BURWOOD .

E.13 Victoria

Dear Colonel Saunders,

Thank you for your two letters.

Mr. Neal reported to us on the meeting of the Women's Inter-Church
Council and since then Mrs: Maneil has written to me. In her letter she
says that is quite happy about the present constitution and that our
documents and following discussions in your council meeting have convinced
her.

With kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. M.G. Wyllie,
Convener.
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INTERIM COMMITTEE OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

May 31, 1964

Mrs. N. Faichney,

6 Estella Street,

GLEN IRIS.
VICTORIA

Dear Mrs. Faichne}w_;'

Thank you for your letter of April 28. Please do not feel concerned
about John Neal he assured me he was not embarrassed by the disuussions at
the inter-church council.

I have since received a letter from Mrs. Macneil and she has assured
us that she is happy that nearly all the problems concerning Australian

Church Women have been satisfied as far as she is concerned, and that she is

happy to co-operate with the inter-church council and with Australian Church
Women.

Thank you for your enthusiasm and support in this matter.
With kind regards and best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. M.G. Wyllie |
Convener.



INTERIM COMMITTRE OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

October 8, 1964

Mrs. J. Coates,

Wesley College,

PRAHRAN .
VICTORIA

Dear Joan,

I am so glad that Harvey was able to have a fairly lengthy discussion
with you. This kind of reaction is just what we want and need. It under-
lines the conviction of the Interim Committee that the time of their use-
fulness has passed and it is quite time for the duly constituted National
Committee to take over. In many ways I wish that the first Nationmal
Committee could be homed in Melbourne, but in the present circumstances
it seems reasonable and advisable for it to be located in Sydney.

You will see that many of your suggestions have been incorporated in
the draft of the Constitution which is attached to this letter.

We are very busy gathering ourselves together preparatory to leaving
Wesley. We leave Wesley on January 31 and in the meantime I am hoping to
go to a Central Committee in Enguu, Eastern Nigeria in January.

I will look forward to seeing you in February.
With my love.

Yours sincerely,

Mabel G. Wyllie (Mrs)
Convener.

MGW:TJS



