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“ IF YOU CARE -  SHARE”
THE CHRISTMAS BOWL APPEAL
 ̂ In  sta rk  con tra st  to  the jo y  that su rro u n d s  th e  A u stra lian  fa m ily  o n  

C h ristm as D ay  is th e  tra g ic  p lig h t  o f  th e  flo o d -s tr ick e n  h u n g ry  o f  In d ia , th e  
h om eless  o f  K o re a , the d iv id ed  fa m ilie s  o f  P o la n d , th e  R u ssian  r e fu g e e s  in  
E u ro p e a n  ca m p s , th e  s ick  pastors o f  G re e c e , th e  w ork less  A rab s  o f  J o rd a n  
a n d  th e  u p r o o te d  K ik u y u s  o f  K en ya .

Thfi Australian Commission for Inter-Churth Aid and Service to Refugees, 
in organising its seventh Christmas Bowl of Remembrance, appeals to the 
Australian Churches to give £ 2 5 ,0 0 0  towards the £ 1 5  million programme.
The Australian target of 

£35,000 will buy food, medi­
cines, clothing and blankets 
for refugees in Korea, Hong 
Kong, Viet Nam, Palestine, 
and Iran; for flood sufferers 
in India and Pakistan; for 
resettlement of nationals in 
G r ^ e ,  Kenya and Indo­
nesia, and of refugees from 
Germany, Austria, Italy and 
Greece in Australia; for the 
150,000 East German refugees 
arriving in West Germany 
this year, and medical servi­
ces of the Church in countries 
of Eastern Europe.
There is . a particularly acute 

surplus population of refugees 
and nationals in Italy, the 
Netherlands and Greece. In 
Greece, one million out of the 
eight million population are 
unemployed and the practically 
unemployed constitute one 
quarter of the population. '

Tliere are five million refu­
gees in Korea; 500,000 in Viet 
Nam; and 100,000 in Indonesia.

Forty-five million people were 
affected by the recent floods 
in India and thirty million in 
Pakistan: most of these are 
homeless.

A R A B  R E F U G E E S
In Palestine there are 900,- 

000 Arab refugees of whom over 
fifty per cent, are under six­
teen years of age.

Germany is absorbing ten 
million into her population but 
3,000 fresh refugees from East 
Germany are arriving weekly.

And the picture is true* to 
pattern in so many other coun­
tries.

“ If you care, you WILL 
share.”
You are asked to place a 

bowl on your Christmas dinner 
table and put into it no less 
than the cost of your own meal 
to help relieve distress among 
men and women and children 
overseas.

Last Christmas Australia gave 
£28,000—the eighth highest am­
ount out of 19 countries. The 
United States was first, giving 
nearly twelve million pounds. 
The total Christmas Bowl giv­
ing for all countries was fifteen- 
and-a-quarter million pounds.

K O R E A
Bishop R. C. Raines, of the 

U.S.A. gives a small picture of 
suffering in Korea: “I have 
stood and watched doctors open 
the eyes of a dozen teenage 
children and seen only a con­
gealed mass where the eye 
should have been. T h e r e  
were not present the necessary 
vitamins to make the eye for­
mation possible. Permanent 
blindhess .because of hunger.”

The I.C.A. SecretaiT in Aus­
tralia, the Reverend Prank 
Byatt, says of India: "I  have 
stood in an oppressively small 
steamy brick slum in Calcutta 
looking into the unanimated 
face of a twelve-year-old girl 
with typhoid fever, and was 
deeply disturbed wlien I  re­
membered the thousands like 
her in slum and village pov­
erty.” ■

Donations may be given 
to your rector or church offi­
cers or sent to the Australian 
Commission for Inter-Church 
Aid, Room 23, 5th Floov, 37 
Swanston Street, Melbourne, 
C.I., Victoria.
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IMMANUEL
Came the Lord to Bethlehem,
Without pomp or diadem,
Verily that Christmas morn,
Even as all men are born. .

Christmas Day again is here:
Bring it in with festal cheer.
Everywhere let- people say—
Jesus Christ was born to-day.

Quickly flew the angels down 
To the old .ffidaean town.
Entered in the stable there.
Worshipping the Child so fair.

Christmas Day . . .

Christmas Day . . .
Shepherds keeping watch at night 
Saw the angels shining bright;
Beard them sing their glad Noel,—
Christ has come on earth to dwell.

Christmas Day . . .

Let us seek this Child again;
Never man has sought in vain;
Be we rich or be we poor.
Open is that stable door.

Christmas Day , . .

Humbly at His feet we bow;
What is gold or silver now—
More than all the world has got.
Find we in a manger cot.

G. SMITH-GRAY.

i' V

A Christmas Crib from S. Paul’s Cathedral, London, S. Paul’s is famous for its beautiful 
arrangements of Cribs and Easter Gardens, S. Paul’s Crib this Christmas is being designed 

by leading British sculptors. ’

This contemporary drawing of the Virgin Mary with the Christ Child, has the lovely 
rhythmic line common to Chinese art. The Church in China, the “Chung Hua Sheng Kung 
Hui,”  is to-day cut off from contact with the rest of the Anglican Communion but there 
are signs that it is progressing as an indige nous Church. Probably no Church in the world 
needs our prayers more, especially, at Christmas-tide when they celebrate with us the Feast

of the Nativity.

CONSECRATION OF N E W
BISHOP FO R TASMANIA

F rom  O ur  O w n  C orrespondent

H o b a rt , D e ce m b e r  1 6
P rep a ra tion s  a re  n ow  co m p le te  f o r  th e  se rv ice  o f  C on secra tion  o f  th e  

A ssistant B ish op -e le ct  o f  T a sm a n ia , A r c h d e a co n  W . R . B arrett.
The consecration will take place in S. David’s Cathedral, Hobart, on S. 

Thomas’ Day, December 2 1 ,  at 1 0 .3 0 . a.m.
The Primate, the Most 

Reverend H. W. K. Mowll, 
who is expected to arrive in 
Tasmania bn Tuesday, Dec­
ember 20, will perform the 
Consecration.
The Archbishop of Mel­

bourne, the Most Reverend J. 
J, Booth, will preach the ser­
mon.

Other bishops who will take 
part in the sei'vice are the 
Bishop of Tasmania, the Right 
Reverend G. F. Cranswick: the 
Bishop of Gippsland, the Right 
Reverend E. J. Davidson: 
Bishop D. B. Blackwood: and 
Bishop John McKie.

The presenting bishops will 
be the Bishop of Tasmania and 
Bishop Blackwood, who was 
formerly Archdeacon of Hob­
art and is one of Archdeacon 
Barrett’s oldest friends.

The Bishop of Tasmania will 
Ije the celebrant.

The Bishop-desighate’s chap­
lains will be Canon I. J. B. 
Macdonald and Canon C. G. 
Williams.

Before the service Arch­
deacon Barrett will be pre­
sented with a pectoral cross by 
the “Wilfredeans,” the clergy 
ordained from S. Wilfred’s Col­
lege, Cressy, and Christ Col­
lege, Hobart, of which the 
bishop-elect was warden for 
five years and twenty years 
respectively.

P R E S E N T A T IO N S
Tlie clergy of the diocese are 

giving the episcopal ring.
The pectoral cross and the 

ring will be presented before 
the assembled clergy by the 
Reverend H. M. Maddock, a 
member of Archdeacon Bar­
nett’s first group of students at 
S. Wilfred’s.

Two of the archdeacon’s sis­
ters, Mrs. G. D. Clubbe, and 
Miss E. M. Barrett, and a 
niece. Miss Diana Daws, will 
come to Tasmania for the ser­
vice as will his close friend, 
the Revernd G. A. Conolly of 
All Saints’, Woollahra, Sydney.

A dinper arranged by the 
Bishop of Tasmania and the 
clergy will be held at the Rot­
ary Rooms after the service 
when nearly 200 people will 
meet in honour of the new 
bishop.

[We regret that this edition 
had to go to Press too early to 
carry a report of the Conse­
cration service. A full report 
will appear later.]

C H R I S T M A S  G R E E T I N G S
T h e  E d ito r  a n d  Staff w ish  all read ers  o f  

T h e  A n g l ic a n  a v e ry  h a p p y  an d  b lessed  
C hristm as,
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HOW CHRISTIANS ARE PRAYING 
FOR UNITY

[*^H E  ONLY path to the real- 
I ‘ isation of Christian unity 
Is the path of prayer.” Ihese 
words of a Swedish pastor ex­
press the conviction which lies 
behind the rapidly growing ob­
servance of an annual period of 
prayer for the unity -of the 
Church. The Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity will be 
observed from January 18 to 25, 
1956.

Christian unity may be 
sought for in theological dis­
cussion and negotiation. But, 
as Olive Wyon says in a valu­
able little book, “Praying for 
Unity," “God alone can create 
unity; that is why prayer must 
be our principal activity.” And 
because our very divisions have 
fragmented the vision of the 
one Church for which Christ 
prayed, that prayer must be for 
unity “ as Christ wills and by 
the means He wills.”

This was the spirit in which 
the late Abbe Paul Couturier, 
of Lyons, who came to be called 
the Apostle of Christian unity, 
worked and suffered.

Through the transformation 
of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, founded in 
1907 by two Anglican priests, he 

■ set himself to light a fire of 
I charity in the hearts of all 
Christians which would burn 

' all barriers of hatred and sus- 
I pieion, and shed upon their 
minds the light of the one 
Truth.

For some Roman Catholics, it 
is true, the Week is an occasion 
for prayer “for the conversion 
of all men to Christ within the 
fold of the Roman Catholic 
Church.” Nevertheless, mufti- 
tudes o f  Christians have accept­
ed Couturier’s basis and have 
made this Week of Prayer an 
event of devotional and ecu­
menical significance.

Its observance was endorsed 
in 1940 by the leaders of the 
Faith and Order movement and 
continues to be vigorously ccm- 
mended by the Commission on 
Faith and Order of the World 
Council of Churches.

It draws in Christians from 
the Reformed and Lutheran 
Churches, from many other 
Protestant bodies, from the 
Anglican communion through­
out the world, as well as from 
the Orthodox Church, and from 
Roman Catholic churches ii 
France, Germany, Italy, Bel 
gium, Hungary, Ireland and
U.S.A., from a leper colony in 
the South Seas and an Indian 
village in Mexico.

The Roman Catholic litera' 
ture has penetrated this year to 
Brazil, Iran, Iraq, Korea; the 
Faith and Order leaflet has 
been translated into various 
languages, including Thai,

IN  E N G LA N D
' Some account of the diverse 
; ways in which Christians use 
this Week may be of help to 
others who wish to join in this 
great venture of prayer.

In the United Kingdom its 
observance is already wide- 
s p r e a d ,  in congregations, 
among students, and in the 

' religious orders. Public meet- 
I ings are held in many cities, at 
Which Anglicans, members of 
the Free Churches, and Roman 
Catholics speak from the same 

, platform.
The initiative of interested 

groups and societies, such as 
the Friends of Reunion and the 
Fellowship of S. Aiban and S. 
Sergius, as well as of the 
Britidi Council of Churches, is 
now being endorsed by re­
sponsible bodies of some of the 
Churches.

In September of this year 
the Council for Ecumenical 

.Co-operation of the Church of 
England "expressed a strong 
hope that in January, 1956, the 
bishops in all the dioceses of 
the two Provinces would call 

' their clergy and laity to prayer, 
and would themselves give a 

' clear and unmistakable lead 
iby taking part in special ser­
vices and in other ways.”

: The 1955 General Assembly 
®f the Church of Scotland for­
mally eomrnended the observ­
ance to its churches.

It would be hard to over­
estimate the importance which

B y  M a r g a r e t  R h o d e s

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will be observed 
overseas and in some parts of Australia from January 18 to 
25, 1956. In other parts of Australia, 'as in Adelaide, 
Melbourne and Brisbane last year, it will be observed from 
Ascension Day to Pentecost.

The author of this article is a member of the staff of 
the Department of Faith and Order, World Council of 
Churches, Geneva, Switzerland.

m-any Christians in East Ger­
many attach to this occasion 
for united prayer, in the faith 
that “our walls of separation 
do not reach to heaven.” This 
affirmation was made at a re­
cent World Council meeting by 
an East German pastor.

One congregation in Berlin 
uses each evening during the 
Week for a period of prayer 
based on study of the great 
pioneers of Christian unity.

There is already a well- 
established observance among 
many German Protestants of 
the Week of Prayer of the 
World’s Evangelical Alliance at 
the beginning of January.

The proximity-in time of the 
two weeks is a source of diffi­
culty to many, not only in Ger­
many. The Joint Committee 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft) of the 
German Protestant churches 
has tried to find a solution to 
this probiem.

In October, 1954, it recom­
mended that churches should 
combine the two weeks, as their 
intentions are indeed combined 
in the prayer of our Lord Him­
self “that they may all be one 

. that the world may be­
lieve.”

Prom the Roman Catholic 
side, the Una Sancta Brother­
hood also fosters prayers for 
unity. It was founded

Southern Germany in 1938 by 
Father Metzger, who was exe­
cuted six years later by the 
Nazis and his work banned. 
But his "fellowship for prayer 
and work for reunion” has 
grown, and spread to many 
countries.

F R E N C H  O B S E R V A N C E
The work begun by the Abbe 

Couturier in France is con­
tinued under the direction of 
Pere Michalon of the Grand 
Seminaire, Francheville. Each 
year articles are written in 
Roman Catholic ecumenical 
journals; a poster is issued as 
well as a booklet, which radi­
ates the spirit of its founder.

The Reformed Church of 
France participates in the 
Week, although warning against 
the danger of “delaying the 
hour of unity for which we 
pray instead of hastening it, by 
giving birth to chimerical hopes 
or by scandalising other breth­
ren.”

In 1955 the French branch of 
the World’s Evangelical Alli­
ance asked for copies of the 
Faith and Order leaflet to 
circulate along With its own.

And the Week is observed by 
the Protestant orders in Prance 
and Switzerland—the “Tiers- 
Ordre Protestant des Veilleurs’ 
celebrates a special communion

service during this Week.
The non-Roman Churches in 

Canada have adopted another 
solution to the problem of two 
weeks of prayer in January. 
The Department of Evangelism 
of the Canadian Council of 
Churches prepares *a book of 
prayers, m the belief that 
“these two special seasons of 
prayer can be effectively com­
bined in one, and it invites 
ministers and congregations 
throughout Canada to observe" 
either week.

But other difficulties confront 
Churches in the southern 
hemisphere who wish to parti­
cipate in prayer for unity.

In Australia, for example, 
where January falls in the 
height of the summer holiday 
season, the period between 
Ascension and Pentecost has 
been chosen as a most appro­
priate time.

An unofficial committee was 
formed this year with the ap­
proval of the various Chmches, 
and it issues a leaflet and 
arranges mid-day services 
the cities during that week.

In tliese and many other 
ways Christians are awakening 
to the glory of the vision which 
is set before us, and to repent­
ance for the sins which, by 
perpetuating divisions, deprive 
us of its realisation.

And once their minds and 
hearts have been stirred by 
that vision, they will surely not 
be content to pray for unity 
dui^g only one week of the 
y e » ,  but will pray faithfully 
and continually for the fulfil­
ment of Christ’s promise that 
there shall be "one flock, and 
one Shepherd.”

.4SMIV ST U D EN T S M ISS H O M E L I F E
B y  G w e n d a  R o d d a

objecI ANE CP the things Asian 
students miss most is fam- 

41y life. Back home, the family 
ties are close and home is al­
ways pusy with people coming 
and going, chatting and ex­
changing news.

Wheii the /  come here, it is 
very hard lor them to find pri­
vate toard, and so they must 
live in lonely boarding-houses 
where no-one takes the slight­
est notice of them and the food 
is poor. It- is no wonder that 
they get nome-sick and spend 
a lot o f time with fellow-Asian 
students

And yet in this field we Aus­
tralians have a marvellous op­
portunity to make deep friend­
ships with people from .^ia 
by taking them into our homes 
as boarders.

These Asian countries repre­
sent two-thirds of the world’s 
population, and yet we know 
so litile about them, their his­
tory, their customs and their 
problems.
TIERHAPS one of the best 

things about tne Colombo 
Plan is that we have a chance to 
meet them and they us. Aus­
tralia is making a deep impres­
sion on them, especially at this 
critical student age, and not 
only are they taking degrees 
and technical knowledge home 
with them, but also different 
angles of thought.

'O ne thing that impresses 
ihem very much is the high 
living standard of our unskil- 
K1 labour and the lack of class 
distinctions. From our side, our 
prejudices and fanciful ideas 
about tire East are breaking 
dov'n, as wc find that Asians 
are not mysterious or mystical, 
b u t  friendly happy young 
people who are conscious ot, 
the progress that must be 
made by their countries and 
their responsibility towards 
their re'^peclive homelands.

Having received the priceless 
gifts of education and skilled 
training, they are going to lead 
their own countries out of the, 
poverty, feudalism and ignor­
ance o f centuries to a happier 
existence
A ND w h a t  sort of a recep- 

tion do they get here? On 
ihe whoie, it is friendly, but 
there are occasional snubs, 
particularly in the matter of 
getting board.

Landladies have refused 
them because of their colour, 
saying 'the ether guests might

’ Of course this is based 
:n a tast-oymg coloiu: con- 
iciousne.ss trat the non-whites 
ire 01 iow social status, diity 
of lasicivious.

This horrifies our Aslan stu­
dent guests, who have nearly 
all been brought up in middle- 
and upper-class homes in an 
atmosphere of refinement and 
good breeding

They also resent the slur on

E P S T E IN  B R O N Z E  F O R  
C O V E N T R Y
London, December 16 

Sir Jacob Epstein has been 
appointed sculptor of th e  
great figure of S. Michael 
which is to adorn the outside 
of the new Coventry Cathedral.

The bronze figure will be 16 
to 18ft. high, not including the 
wings outstretched above the 
head. It will be backed by a 
100ft. wall of stone.

The position of the figure— 
the most important piece of 
sculpture to be included in the 
scheme—is on i#ie (liturgical) 
south wall of the cathedral, 
alongside the flight of steps 
leading up to the main west­
ern entrance.

L IV IN G S T O N E ’ S M A P  
F O R  R H O D E S IA

ANGLICA^ N e w s  S ervice 
Salisbury, S.R., December 3 
A map drawn by David Liv­

ingstone was presented to the 
Federal Parliament of Rhodesia 
on November 24 by the Rever­
end Cecil Northcott, chairman 
of the London Missionary So­
ciety.

The map indicates the ap­
proximate position of Victoria 
Falls which Livingstone viak 
not to see for foim years after 
he had prepared the map at 
Sesheke, Northern Rhodesia, in 
1851.

The map used to hang in the 
headquarters of the London 
Missionary Society and was 
blown to pieces during an air 
raid in May, 1943. Workmen 
recovered the pieces from the 
rubble and reassembled the 
map, leaving only a few gaps.

W E S T  IN D IE S A P P E A L
A n g lic a n  N e w s  S ervice 

London, December 15 
The Society for the Propaga­

tion of the Gospel’s West In­
dies appeal fund now totals 
£30,968.

ELECTRIC TOOLS
ALL-PURPOSE U N IT

their fellow country-men, who 
make the most of the facilities 
they have, Ir order to be clean. 
In all the Asian religions, 
great stress is laid on cleanli­
ness.

Concerning relations between 
ihe sexes, these people have 
been brought up rather strictly, 
and in their own -countries, 
Western films with their em- 
pl»asis on  sex and love are 
considered demoralising and 
are olten censored.

Increasing numbers o f Asian 
students are coming here. 
Many are ai riving now, 
readiness for the next academic 
year. They come prepared to 
accept Australian customs and 
food. There are very few 
thingeythat they-won’t eat. The 
■only excoptirns are pork in the 
case of Moslems and meat 
the case of strict Hindus.

But even then, not all of 
them obsene these taboos 
while out here. Many say they 
like Australian food and don’l 
miss their own type of cook­
ing.

COME MISS having rice, and 
ore  woman I  know has 

overcome this problem by 
cooking a bowl of rice (not 
with milk and sugar!) every 
night for her Asian guest. He 
eats whatever else is on the 
menu w’ th it, and feels much 
more .satisfied than if he had 
not had hb rice.

Students must make the 
most of then time while they 
are here a rc  need a room of 
their own as bedroom-study. 
But they are quite willing to 
baby-sit in the evenings.

When I w!is in Indonesia, 
many of the Indonesian stu­
dents who had studied in Aus­
tralia made a point of lookii^ 
me up and took me to their 
homes and out sight-seeing, as 
an e.xpression of their grati­
tude for ho.spitality received in 
Australia

One of my Australian friends 
over there is living with an 
Indonesian family. ’The father 
of the house proudly tells his 
friends that he has nine in his 
famil> “ incluciing an Austea- 
iian.”

Can you take an Asian into 
your household? If you, or any 
of your friends can, write to 
the Housing Officer at your 
State University. Melbe>urue 
people should ring Mr. Don 
And^t.son, FJ0484, ext. 411, or 
Mr. Sam Dimmick at FJ9379.

■II  : With the useful accessories now 
Ijs! available the ALL-PUBPOSE UNIX 
* (Sander-Polisher) will not only be

able to polish and wax your e a r -  
hut carry out hundreds of other 
jobs found about the home, farm 
and workshop. This tool, having a 
i ” Chuck, can be used with all 1” 
drill accessories, with the i ” Hori­
zontal Bench Stand and (for as­
sembly as a drill press) with the i ”  
Vertical Bench Stand.

You can grind and huff, sharpen 
tools, household cutlery and many 
other jobs such as polishing, wax­
ing floors, furniture and woodwork 
as well. It’s so simple to sand old 
furniture, prepare woodwork for 
painting, remove rust and p a in t - 
all in a matter of moments.

SA N D IN G  A N D  
PO LISH ING K IT

Contains bottle of Home Utility 
polishy moulded xubber pad, 
two lambswool bonnots, tbiee 
sanding discs.

See these, and other Black & uecker tools and equipment at:—

546-566 COLLINS STR EET, MELBOURNE.
51-65 B A TH U R ST STR EET, SYDNEY.

AND ADELAIDE AND PERTH.

^McPherson’s Handyman's Guide, e  
useful book showing how to do those 

^"hundred ond one Jobs'* usually thought difficult. 
Posted free  on request.

TRADESMEN
prefer cheques

P a y in g  in  p e r s o n ,  o r  b y  

o l d - f a s h i o n e d  m e t h o d s ,  ta k e s  

t im e  a n d  e i fo r t .  H o w  m u c h  

s im p le r  a n d  s a fe r  t o  p u t  a  

e h e q u e  in  th e  m a il .  N o  m a tte r  

w h a t  y o u r  o c c u p a t i o n  y o u  m a y  

p a y  t h e  “ w r it e ”  w a y ,  b y  R u ra l  

B a n k  e h e q u e .

R U R A L  B A N K
**makes money work**

Srolcen Hill Branch » • • 257-259 Argent Street
Manager .  ̂  ̂ • •' * . M. B. McMahon
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BRINGING THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO REFUGEES
B y  B e t t y  T h o m p s o n

,J**” **“ ®® season for thousands o f the world refugees is often a sad and lonely time. Far from their own neonle and the 
iov'^ accustomed, refugees face the human problem o f  reconciling their present tragedy with the message o f ultimate peace andpeace and

. t  c c e ™ ,  ™ . „ ,  , h .  . f  , h .  W o r ld  C . n . l l '

refugees partici- small badge representing a boat
S d " ' W y / '®  w r r o l ' J -  She receives noth- received' through

“Mrs. S., also a Russian, Parcels of f o ^  have been such things as raisins and themselves help
eived thr-ni.Drh the World cocoa from the Contributed decoration

i s r i r ' =  ~  ™ - -
the'
of!

Interchurih relief ase^ ^  of 1  u ® c I'’ ® Russian also received such articles as eluded,
co-operation wRh the World eL m ^ lca l rovem ent,”

Athens area where 
are scattered

In the

Council of Churches Service to f--------- r ‘ “' a- a are'ver7"us7f”ui; m Sely WOoTaTage‘s° oTseven llS ^ ^ se ttom en te  “ t h r  WorM
Refugees, in Paris. , ^^ar s Eve is also cele- ^  ’ .^hose husband died especially during cold winter kilos each to Orthodox people. Council of Churches brinas

B s, alls. brated at C.I.MA.D.E. A din- <leportation, hves in a room weather.” »ii t o L f w
A sixty year old Polish lady ner to which lonely refugees without heat or any possibility -n . kindergarten for refu- wgether at a big cele-

tells us how miserable she had are invit^  held”  On jln m a^  of having a stove, no chimney! ErtLne^sur M erT  spe^STpro^ w  ®P°“ '  office”  headquarters
bera m Christmases gone by, 6. the Orthodox Christmas is “Mr. L., a painter, occasion- „ramme feltm es nfctnrei ^nd Council of o®oes.
and how the Christmas cele- celebrated. ally manages to sell a painting. ™ ^  Churches and financed by “But the best Christmas will
bration at the C.I.M.A.D.E. ..r™,,, ,, „ „  „  , His wife suffers from arthritis  ̂ ^  United States Escapee Pro- surely be for those who fiew to
foyer brought hope to her a“ <f oan hardly stand on her Hirth of Christ. gramme, there will be as last the United States from Hellen-
heart. A Czech lady will adorn K ir „ to celebrate j-gĝ  gg gj,g imagine what ®§®<f a*’® “ “ t forgotten, year a Christmas party for the ikon Airport on November 28,"
herself with the robe she had °  k • ® * “  these distributions mean to Special services and the distri- children. Miss Phyllis Drossopoulou of
worn on various stages in her them,” she continues. bution_of scriptures take place the Athens office says. “There

iL A iN o  liN GKIi^c^dlj are 68 people, earthquake and 
Again in 1955 the World victims, and refugees from

own country where she was an ^Mademoiselle
old people’s homes f o r

H O M E  C E L E B R A T IO N S  **■* Viic VVUilU --------- ------------- — A------
m Germany, Austria, Italy, the council of Churches Service to Curtain countries who will 

and China. Refugees Office in Athens, ^  resettled in America/

actress. This robe is aU she has 
been able to rescue from disas-
ter." A group of young

At the C.LM.A.D.E foyer an CJM  A D E  ‘'“ e” ® prw arinr“  ®®rv^a s p e c ia r f^ ctff ir  o / r e !  plied “irith' h e l p f ™ o S ^  ^'^e rhrfs'f^a^^n 
cld custom of Central Europe is _______ ’___i_. ? _f* _ __  conciliation T îst vear .aaverai T,„ry,v,a,- env, ___ i . P '̂ t̂ies for refugee anos family, consisting of eight'

French "̂ f*® ^^®^®h homes opened to Philippines,
with refugees at Christmas time Libraries of the homes are sup

■AfASisz-'IIz— WX4XXV4X -k XxC  ̂ exX W MLxOjr xxl£LxWxxx̂  - * _ , ,

S .S  ■Le“''J K .'r s .i  3 .H 'jE € E r .ts  &  = ;i= s r .S “S’iES; ..week in the nre Christmas sea “ ent. Some of the scouts will *f̂ ® m o fh f and a dau^ter who three additional ones, week in the pre Christmas sea- ------ ---------------------------was a ceUo soloist m Budapest. Austria, with its large refu-

carpenter from 
Island, Dodecanese,

and Piraeus area settlement. mg to Youngstown, Ohio. | 
In these Christmas celebra- But the happy ending of theson one is lighted. During the People in their room.s, ®' ®®u° soioist m

weeks preceding Christmas, the trew^g!fte^®^d^Tw^^ ’Now“ hey "liv^miserably on n®®M°^^TO^’ w“c C ^ ^ w vS p ‘ ^® Council of Koulianos family is not possible
refugees themselves decorate the small earnings of t h e  ’ ® ® T“  Churchy has the co-operation for many thousands of refu-
the foyer. Last year an old Russian daughter who, from time to ®g®h®f®s such as the gees. And it is for those left

There are 600,000 refugees paralysed and time, plays in churches. A few distribution lor Christ- united States Escapee Pro- hehind that the Churches
l i v i n g  in France and Patiently nursed by her hus- months before last Christmas, gramme, and the office of the working together through the
C.I.M.A.D.E. is in close ’contact 'deceived a visit from the the father died and it was Arthur Foster, senior field United Nations High Commis- World Council of Churches'
with 8 000 of them The Christ- ^euffis. According to the their first Christmas without dffieer, reports that needy sioner for Refugees. make special efforts at Christ**'
m a s  season at C I M A D E  C*fJ'^-A.D.E. staff, “the visit him people registered with the office Teams of Girl Guides have mas time. j
means not only the celebration r : . *  “These women had Just

moved into a more decent
home, leaving a small room 
with a tiny kitchen in an un­
pleasant part of the city. A 
generous friend had helped 
them to make this change of 
dwelling,” Mademoiselle Lous-

at the foyer, but special distri- have written beautiful
butions of food and the finding 1®**®"’® thanks, 
of French families who will
open their homes to the refu- F O O D  D IS T R IB U T IO N  
gees.

“On Christmas Day a huge distributions, es-
Christmas tree stands in the Pfcially from “Share Our Sur- xx,uo-
centre of the foyer,” Madem- p l^ ” commodities made Pos-
oiselle Loustalot."^ C.I.M.A.D.E. ^ y /^ e  gmng of American X e d  the ne4 flat it w S  
resettlement officer reports, churches through Church j.gK[jg  ̂ ^nd all their possessions
“The G osp l of the day is read J !° '’t w  ®Te®’chr1.tm̂ ^̂ ^̂  menn in ch in g  the smaU .souvenirs by the refugees themselves and so that the Christmas menu managed to save from
hymns of various countries are *̂® hiece substantial. But- destruction in their exodus ” -
sung by several groups of refu- ter, oil. cheese, and powdered part^thev
gees. A short meditation ex- ®-® ®°®'P trito
plains what Christmas really the food packages. humour, “ that iLtead of be­
moans to the world, and the ‘ “The refugees receiving these ing sad at their woes everybody 
flight of the Holy Family to goods are living a miserable life, enjoyed the way they were tell- 
Egypt is soothing to the heart. Mrs. B. is a Russian refugee, ing them.” A Yugoslav archi- 
The Lord Himself also was, 73 years old. She is all alone, tect, who had lost his wife a 
one day, a refugee on the high- walks with crutches, and re- few months before, was also 
w ap  of the world. ceives a small grant from a guest of the artist. He was so

“Plays are acted by one or refugee committee. Once in a grieved that he frequently 
two groups, then a cold buffet Is while she finds a translation to walked fifteen miles to visit the 
provided for the participants. A be done,” Madamoiseile Lous- cemetery. This Christmas din- 
distribution of Christmas gifts ;talot says, in describing some ner helped assuage his grief.

“A Roumanian librarian, now 
a salesman, whose health is 
poor, was at this dinner. This 
intellectual, feeling his down­
fall, had become exceedingly 
shy and refused to meet other 
intellectuals. We had him In­
vited to this dinner where he 
could be shown a little friend­
ship and consideration.”

“The hostess and her friends 
told their refugee guests of old 
French customs and Christmas 
tales. The refugees told Christ­
mas traditions and stories of 
their countries. Music was 
played; songs were sung, and 
our friends spent a Christmas 
they will remember.”

IN  B E L G IU M  A N D  
A U S T R IA

Christmas celebration con- 
d'ucted by the World Council of 
Churches Service to Refugees 
Office in Belgium will be pat­
terned after last year’s events. 
During the Christmas and New 
Year season some twenty 
special gatherings were held 
throughout Belgium. The re­
port of Pastor Charles Grikman 
describes parties at which 
Christmas trees and gift pack­
ages are provided for children.

“The refugee children par­
ticipate in the programme with 
the singing of hymns, recita­
tions in Russian, Polish, 
Ukranian, Latvian, French, and 
Flemish. Naturally their par­
ents and friends attend these 
gatherings and participate in 
the joy of the children,”  ac­
cording to Pastor Grikman,

Refugee children in Greece sing a Christmas carol at a party in the offices of the World 
Council of Churches Service to Refugees in Athens. A decade after the war thousands of 
homeless refugees, living both in and out of camps, are still waiting for a better life.

Workers at C.I.M.A.D.E. Headquarters, French Protestant ______„  — ______ ________,
inter-Church refugee relief organisation, prepare food for who serves the Protestant refu- 
special Christmas distribution to refugees. At this centre, gees in Belgium, 
connected with the World Council of Churches’ Service to 
Refugees and at many other offices of th i Service to Refugees, 
special plans are under way for Christmas packages, parties and 
services. The food shown above is from U.S. surplus com­

modities shipped by Church World Service, U.S.A.

“While the Belgians generally 
give presents to children on S. 
Nicholas’ Day, we do it at 
Christmas. Small packages for 
children arrived from Switzer-

THREE TEACHERS 
FOR BORNEO

Three teachers have re­
sponded to the appeal made 
by the Bishop of Borneo, the 
Right Reverend Nigel Corn­
wall, in this country this 
year.

The Reverend Norman Keen 
of All Souls’ School, Charters 
Towers, Queensland, will ar­
rive in May next year to be­
come Principal o f S. ’Thomas’ 
School, Kuching.

For some time the bishop, 
himself, has been in charge of 
this school in addition to his 
other duties.

Miss Dorothy Vernon of 
Gawler, South Australia, will 
go to S. Agnes’ School, Jessel- 
ton.

Mr. John Brummell of Qui- 
rindi, N.S.W., will take charge 
of S. Michael and All Angels’ 
School, Sandakan, immediat­
ely after Christmas.

'The Reverend Harold Rod­
gers, who is the Assistant 
Priest at S. James’, King 
Street, Sydney, will also sail 
lor Borneo in April, 1956, to 
work in the diocese.

CHAPEL R O Y A L  IS
R IC H  IN  H ISTO RY

T h e  C h a p el R o y a l, S . Jam es’  P a lace , L o n d o n , 
w h ich  h a d  b e e n  c lo s e d  f o r  f o u r  years f o r  ren ova ­
t io n  an d  c lea n in g , w as r e -o p e n e d  in  O ctob er  th is  
year.
The Chapel, which is a 

Royal Peculiar, is primarily for 
the use of the Queen, when Her 
Majesty is in London, of mem­
bers of the Royal Household 
and of other privileged persons.

The Chapel Royal is, in its 
main structure, the original 
chapel of the manor built by 
Henry VIII on the site of the 
old leper hospital of S. James. 
It was completed in 1540.

A notable feature is the fine 
coffered ceiling of the school 
of Holbein, with its painted 
Tudor and Flemish emblems, 
including the cipher H. and A. 
(Henry VHI and Anne of 
Cleves) joined by a lover’s knot.

The ceiling was extended in 
1837. This has been cleaned 
and renovated, as have the 
walls and the flat copper roof.

One of the three altar steps 
has been removed to give more 
space, and the choir stalls have 
been reconstructed within the 
chancel, which is in the north 
end. This reverts to former 
practice.

After 1941, when the chancel 
w'indow was shattered by bomb 
blast, the choir were seated ia 
the nave.

Ten Children and six 
Gentlemen form the Chapel 
Royal Choir. The boys are edu­
cated at the City of London 
School.

Other improvements include 
new carpets and new fabrio 
backs to the Victorian oak 
pews; the damask hanging has 
been extended to the lull v/idth 
of the chancel, and concealed 
lighting has been installed 
above the chancel.

The Chap:l Royal has many 
historic associations: the m w - 
riages of Queen Victoria and of 
George V took place there; 
Charles I attended service la 
the chapel before walking to 
his execution.

Here are offered on behaU 
of the Sovereign the royal gifts 
of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh on the Feast of the Epi­
phany.
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T H R E E  K I N D S  O F  C H R IS T M A S
A u stra lian s  w ill d iv id e  as u su a l in to  th ree  fa ir ly  

c le a r  g ro u p s  as th ey  ce leb ra te  this C h ristm as. T h e  
la rgest g r o u p  w ill b e  n u m erica lly  g rea ter  th an  the 
tw o  sm a lle r  o n es  c o m b in e d . It p r o b a b ly  g row s  la rg er  
e a ch  year. It w ill in c lu d e  th ose  to  w h o m  C h ristm as 
is  ju st  th e  sam e as an y  p u re ly  se cu la r  h o lid a y , save 
f o r  ce r ta in  co n v e n tio n s  w h ich  h ave g ro w n  a b o u t it. 
T h ese  c o n v e n tio n s  in v o lv e  sen d in g  so -ca lled  C h rist­
m as ca rd s  to  f r ie n d s , b u y in g  p resen ts f o r  th e  im ­
m ed ia te  fa m ily , ea tin g  a la rg e r  th a n  u su a l m ea l o n  
C h ristm as D ay, an d  gen era lly  p a ss in g  th e  t im e  in  a 
k in d  o f  f r i e n ^ y  h aze . T h e  fo llo w e r s  o f  Is la m , an d  
ev en  th e  h ea th en , c o u ld  d o  as w ell, f o r  th is g r o u p  
is  b lis s fu lly  ig n o ra n t  o f  th e  fa c t  that a h o lid a y  is 
p r o p e r ly  a H o ly  D ay , an d  that C h ristm as is th e  C h rist 
M ass.

T h e  s e co n d  largest g r o u p  in c lu d e s  th ose  w h o , 
w h ile  o b s e r v in g  th e  sam e earth y  p lea su res  as the 
first, p a y  a k in d  o f  tacit in su ra n ce  p re m iu m  b y  
a tten d in g  H o ly  C o m m u n io n  o r ,  at least, s o m e  o th e r  
se rv ice  o f  p u b lic  w o rsh ip  o n  C h ristm as D ay . T h ese  
a re  th e  n o m in a l C h ristians. T h e y  in c lu d e  the n o m i­
n a l A n g lica n s— t̂he th ree-tim es-a -year w o rsh ip p e rs  
w h o , f r o m  la z in ess , se lfishness, la ck  o f  a  sense 
o f  r e sp o n s ib il ity  o r  s o m e  s im ila r ly  d iscred ita b le  
ca u se , h a v e  y et su ffic ien tly  active  con sc ie n ce s  to  p e r ­
f o r m  th e m in im u m  d u ty  they m u st in  th e  m atter  o f  
p u b lic  w o rs h ip . A m o n g  th em  a re  m a n y  w h o— let 
u s  h o p e  th ey  m a y  rea d  these lines— try  to  sa lve  th e  
p a n gs  o f  c o n s c ie n ce  b y  g iv in g  ev en  g e n e ro u s ly  in  
m o n e y  tow a rd s  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  C h u rch  w h ich  th ey  
a tten d  so  r a r e ly : th ey  k n o w  fu ll  w e ll that C h ristia n  
o b lig a t io n  is m e a su re d  in  h u m a n , n o t  fin a n cia l term s, 
b u t  th ey  re fu s e  to  a d m it this b e ca u se  it is  so  u n c o m ­
fo r ta b le  a n  a d m iss io n  to  m ak e . F o r  th e  m o st  p a rt, 
th ey  sit u n ea sily  th ro u g h  the serv ice  o f  th e ir  c h o ice , 
s tu m b lin g  ev en  o v e r  the w ord s  o f  h y m n s w h ich  th ey  
k n ew  b y  h ea rt  in  th e ir  you th .

T h e  th ird  g r o u p  is the sm allest. It c o m p r ise s  
th ose  w h o  rea lly  k n o w  w hat C h ristm as is a n d  m ean s. 
T h e ir s  is the secret k n o w le d g e  w h ich  tra n s fo rm s  a n d  
en la rg es  th e  j o y  w h ich  they an d  th eirs  d e r iv e  f r o m  
th is  g reat Festival.

A n d  ju st  w hat is C h ristm as? W h a t d o e s  it 
m e a n ?

“ G o d  h a th  in  these last days s p o k e n  to  us in  
H is S o n .”  Is n o t  th is th e  au th orita tive  e p ito m e  o f  
C h ristm as, s u m m e d  u p  f o r  u s  b y  th e  w riter  o f  the 
E p istle  to  the H e b re w s?  T h e  C h ild  o f  B e th leh em  is 
G o d ’ s n ew  la n g u a g e  o f  reve la tion . O th er  o ra c le s  
h a v e  re a ch e d  m a n k in d  in  d ivers  m a n n ers  a n d  p o r ­
t io n s ;  b u t  at b est  th ey  w ere  sca ttered  fra g m en ts  o f  
tru th  w h ich  h a d  n ev er  b e e n  co -o rd in a te d . T h e  first 
C h ristm as in c o rp o ra te d  th em  in to  a D iv in e  P e rs o n , 
gave  th e m  co n c r e te  w orth .

O n e  fa c t  at least a b ou t th e  b ir th  o f  C h rist is 
k n o w n  to  aU : that H e  was b o r n  in  a  m a n g e r . E v ery ­
o n e  c o u ld ,  w e re  h e  so  to  ch o o s e , m a k e  th e  o b v io u s  
d e d u ct io n s  f r o m  th is ; b u t  o n ly  th e  sm a ll th ird  g r o u p  
o f  A u stra lia n s  w ill d o  so . F o r  th ere  is n o  g rea ter  test 
o f  th e  s in ce r ity  o f  C h ristia n  fa ith  th an  th e  re sp o n se  w e 
m a k e  at C h irstm as, a n d  o n ly  th e  tru e  C h ristia n  has th e  
G o d -g iv e n  stren g th  to  fo l lo w  to  its lo g ic a l  c o n c lu s io n  
th e  im p lica t io n s  o f  the b ir th  o f  Jesus “ w ith  th e  p o o r ,  
a n d  m e e k , a n d  lo w ly .”

O n e  o th e r  fa c t  at least is k n o w n  to  a ll A u s­
tra lia n s : that Jesus liv ed , d u r in g  th e  rest o f  H is l i f e  
o n  ea rth , as H e  w as b o r n ,  w ith  th ese  sa m e  p o o r ,  m e e k  
a n d  low ly . T h e  in tro d u c tio n  at B eth leh em  set th e  
to n e  o f  th e  res t  o f  the b o o k .  I f  th ere  w as d a rk n ess  
e n o u g h  w h en  th e  little  C h rist was b o r n  o n  earth , th ere  
is  d a rk n ess  e n o u g h  stiU in  th e  w o r ld  to -d a y ; a n d  as 
th e  m a n n e r  o f  H is  b ir th  a n d  l i f e  illu m in a ted  the 
h earts  a n d  m in d s  o f  m en  n ea rly  tw o th o u sa n d  years 
a g o , s o  ca n  th ey  th e  lives o f  a ll m a n k in d  to -d a y !

T h is  C h ristm as, w h en  fe w  in d e e d  a re  th e  n ation s 
w h o se  in te rn a l u n ity  is n o t  e n d a n g e re d  in  so m e  d e ­
g re e  b y  p o lit ica l  o r  e c o n o m ic  o r  o th e r  fa c t io n , a n d  
w h en  n o  n a t io n  as a w h o le  is  im m u n e  f r o m  the 
a p p re h e n s io n s  w h ich  attach to  its m e m b e rs h ip  o f  o n e  
o r  the o th e r  o f  th e  tw o great in tern a tion a l b lo c s , 
th e  re le v a n ce  o f  th e  B a b e  o f  B e th leh em  to  the l i f e  
a n d  th o u g h t o f  th e  w o r ld  is m o r e  th an  e v e r  o b v io u s .

T h e  p a g a n  “ C h ristm as” — t̂he ce le b ra tio n  o f  th e  
w in ter  so lstice— con ta in s  n o  an sw er to  th e  p ro b le m s  
o f  m e n  o r  m a n k in d . F a r  an ted a tin g  th e  rev e la tion  
o f  A lm ig h ty  G o d  in  Jesus C h rist, th e  p a g a n  c e le b ra ­
t io n  o f  th e  c lo s e  o f  the yea r, the sh ortest d a y , w h en  
th e  o ld  y ea r  w as v a n ish in g  a n d  th e  n ew  y e a r  a b o u t 
t o  d a w n , has p ers isted  in to  o u r  e p o c h  w ith  m a n y  o f  
its h ea th en  a n d  ig n o ra n t  jo llit ie s . It h as  m o r e  than  
p e r s is te d : it attracts m o r e  s u p p o r t  in  A u stra lia  to -d a y  
th a n  th e  D iv in e  fa c t  o f  the Ih c a m a t io n .

Y e t  w h e re  w ill  an y  sen sib le  m a n  seek  h is  salva­
t io n ?  W h e r e  w ill any  n a tion  f in d  th e  star b y  w h ich  
to  sets its  c o u r s e ?  In  th e  h eath en  sa tu rn a lia ?  O r  
in  that m a n g e r ?

Earlier in this year there acknowledge gratefully that an 
were revived hopes of the increasing number of retail

„ „  „ • ^  .V, restoration of a saner state of stores do underline in their
Gunfire m Galilee was the ggairs because of the apparent displays the religious character 

startling headline on an item guceegg of the “summit talks” of Christmas . . . and I believe 
of news in a paper of Decern- jjy jjjg gjg pQyj, Geneva. that, in doing so, most of them
ber 15 (the day I  am writing Those hopes have been have not been animated by the 
this column, a little ahead o f hashed again by the tone of dominating thought that that 
schedule to comply with holi- gpeeches by the Russian leaders is “ good for business.” 

iff India and adjacent coun- .
The item did not get much tj.jgg recent weeks Elder Statesman

prominence. It was the report yet, in the words of a Steps Dotvn
of a border clash between familiar hymn, “we must never The eldest of our elder
Syrians and Israeli, and there pg discouraged.” Nothing should statesmen. Sir Earle Page, an- 
were said to have been no able to destroy for Chris- noimced last week that he 
casualties. tians their faith in the teach- would not seek ofBce in the new

But at this season, when our j^g of the Man of Galilee . , . Federal Cabinet. He is not 
thoughts centre on the Holy and their belief that His way quitting politics, though, be- 
Land and when the old message jg the only way that can lead cause the Cowper electorate 
of “peace and goodwill”  rings to real peace, goodwill and which he has represented for 
joyfully through our minds, it understanding among nations the past 36 years has just paid
is incongruous to hear of strife as among individuals, 
in an area identified so inti­
mately with the earthly life of Christian 
The Man of Peace. Conscience, A w a k e!

How famihar to us are refer-

him the compliment of re­
electing him unopposed to the 
House of Representatives for 
another term of three years.

Sir Earle has had a remark­

ing a net into the sea 
“And his fame went through­
out nil Syria, and they brought

ences to Christ and Galilee in Australia, where the ^bly long career in public life,
such verses as; Christmas season is given over geems a far cry now back to

And he preached in their ^  worship of the days of the Bruoe-Page
synogogues throughout all Ministry. But his senior part-
Galilee.”  . . . “After these ephemeral pleasure, nership in that administration
things Jesus walked in Galilee.” ^  °''ershadowed

“Now as he walked by the than most of us his career. He was Australian
disserve. representative on the British

and Andrew hi=: brother east War Cabinet, he was even
toe a net toto th^ * fulness does not find greater briefly Prime Minister betweenme a net imo tne sea. . . . Christian expression. the death of Mr. Lyons and the

Yet it is always heartening first accession of Mr. Menzies, 
him "ail Tick pe^^le“ ‘^ ^ a ^ ^ h e  5  ow  churches and he has probably done his
, , , f  f  o f  r n o  wrtltr hoet- Trrrt'rlr ir> tVua rvoof e iv  v o o r chealed them, and there fol­
lowed him great multitudes of 
people from Galilee, and from 
Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, 
and from Judaea, and from be- other
yond Jordan.” . . . “And when gaster! ___ ...... __________
he was come into Jerusalem all ybe movement to “put Christ derstandable because he was 
tM  city w ^  m o v ^  saying, back into Christmas” seems to born at Grafton 75 years ago 
Who IS this? And the multi- be gathering strength in all and has justified his parents’ 
tude said. This is Jesus, the the States. But I wish we could choice of that name by becom- 
prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.”  cure the newspaper heading tog what the Americans would 

So, at the least, it is dis- writers and retail store adver- call "the favourite son” of that 
appointing to hear o f gunfire tising writers of the habit of New England hub (or, perhaps, 
to Galilee at this Christmas spelling the season “Xmas.”  one would be safer to saying, 
season. Yet the incident typi- That, to my way of thinking, one of the hubs, as it is under­
lies the era of uncertainty in is a thoughtless way of sup- stood Armidale cherishes the 
which we live more than 10 pressing the true significance hope of becoming the capital 
years after the official end of of the season. of that New State when
World War II. On the other hand, one must formed).

But I do not know how Sir

crowded at the Holy Com- best work to the past six years 
munion services on Christmas as Minister for Health and 
Day. If only so many con- founder of the national health 
sciences would not slumber so scheme.
soundly throughout seasons Sir Earle has unusual Chris- 

than Christmas and tian names-^Earle Christmas 
Grafton. The last name is un-

C A T H E D R A L  A R T  O N  
C H R IS T M A S  C A R D S

T b s  “L iv in g  C h u r c h ’ S ervice 
Milwaukee, December S 

For the first time, the 
Cathedral Church of S. John 
the Divine, New York City, 
is this year offering for sale 
Christmas cards featuring 
Cathedral windows, paint­
ings and statues.
In full colour are one of the 

12 Barberini tapestries, woven 
in the first half of the 17th 
century, which is a scene of 
the Nativity; a 15th Century 
Byzantine Icon, the original 
the gift of the Royal Family of 
Roumania to the Cathedral; 
and the Rose of the Mother­
hood Window, which was un­
veiled by Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother to 1954.

^hers, to soft pinks and 
blires and bronzes on a cream- 
coloured folder, include panels 
to the Great Bronze Doors; 
panels of the reredos and pul­
pit; an angel in the Archivold; 
a statue of S. Nicholas; one of 
the angels in the Reredos, and 
a drawing from one of the 
Barberini tapestries.

EARLY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH FOUND

E c u m e n ic a l  Press S ervice 
Geneva, December 5

Scientists of the Archeologi­
cal Museum at Plovdiv, Bul­
garia, report the discovery at 
the nearby village of Komatevo 
of the foundations of a large 
three-aisled early Christian 
church dating from the fifth 
century.

’The church lies in the centre 
of a former Thracian settle­
ment. Archeologists have found 
stone pedestals for a row of 
pillars in the nave, and have 
traced the position of the three 
isles, a baptistry, and an apse 
at the east end.

Excavation work at the site 
will be resumed early next year. 
The findtogs may prove of 
great value in stud^ng the 
culture of the Thracians who 
inhabited the area of P lovd iv - 
then called Philipopolis—before 
the arrival of the Bulgars dur­
ing the seventh century.

R E L I G I O U S
B R O A D C A S T S

(The sessions which are con­
ducted by Anglicans are marked
with an asterisk.)
DAILY D EVO TIO N AL: 10 a.m., 

A.E.T.
December 26: The Reverend 

Isabelle Merry.
^December 27: The Reverend C. T . 

Debenham.
♦December 28: The Reverend A. G. 

Reynolds.
December 29: The Reverend 

Frank Hambly.
December 30: The Reverend Alan 

Watson.
♦December 31: For Men: The Rev- 

ernd W. G. Goughian.
SUNDAY AFTERNOON TA L K S :

3.45 p.m., A .E .T.; 3.15 p.m.,
W .A.T. NATIO NAL.

December 25: Christmas Verse: 
Read by John Casson.

PLAIN C H R IS TIA N ITY : 7.15-8
p.m., A.E.T.; 7.30-8.15 p.m.
W .A.T. NATIONAL.

♦December 25: The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Most Reverena 
and Right Honorable Geoffrey 
Fisher— with music by S. John’s 
Fellowship Choir, Melbourne.

COM M UNITY HYM N SINGING:
6.30 p.m. A.E.T.

December 25: Combined
Methodist Churches of Broken 
Hill, New South Wales.

TH E  EPILO GUE; 11.20 p.m,
A.E.T.; 11.25 p.m. S.A.T.; and 
W .A.T. December 25.

FACING T H E  W EEK: 6.40 a.m. 
A.E.T.; 6.35 a.m., W .A.T.

December 26: The Reverend 
Frank Borland.

EVENING M E D ITA TIO N : 11.20 
p.m. A.E.T. (11.45 Sat.) 11.15 
p.m., S.A.T.; 10.55 p.m., W .A.T. 
IN TER S TATE.

December 26-31: The Reverend 
James Stuckey.

READINGS FROM T H E  BIBLE:
7.10 a.m., A .E .T.; 8.10 a.m.,
S.A.T.; and 8.45 a.m., W.A.T.

♦December 26-31: The Right Rev­
erend Christopher Storrs.

WEDNESDAY N IG H T  TA LK S :
10.10 p.m., A .E .T.; 10.30 p.m., 
W.A.T.

December 28: “The Man in the 
Street asks: What’s wrong with 
a gamble now and then?” The 
Reverend W. J. Hobbin.

EVENSONG! 4.30 p.m. A.E.T.
♦December 29: S. David’s Cathe­

dral, Hobart.

Earle came by his second name 
of Christmas. It is certainly 
not in order to wish him many 
happy returns of the day just 
now because the "Australian 
Who’s Who” says he was born 
on August 8, 1880,

We can congratulate him, 
however, on a well-spent pub­
lic life . . . and on a sense of 
the fitness of things in retiring 
voluntarily and gracefully to 
make way now for a younger 
man.

K eep  Death O ff 
The Roads

A church paper is, perhaps, 
not the most appropriate place 
in which to appeal to motorists 
to exercise especial care this 
holiday season when roads will 
be crowded.

Yet proper behaviour on the 
roads does boil down to thought 
for others, which is, to essence, 
the second great Command­
ment.

This has been a black year 
for road deaths. A great co­
operative effort could ensure 
that a continuing frightful toll 
of death, maiming and other 
injury does not senselessly mar 
the approaching season of 
thankfulness and rejoicing.

—THE MAN IN 
THE STREET.

T H E  R U SS IA N  B IB L E
A n g lic an  N e w s  Service  , 

London, December 15 
The first edition of the 

Bible to be published in the 
Soviet Union since the Revolu­
tion will appear next month. 
This was stated by Archbishop 
Boris, of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, in Toronto on Decem­
ber 4. The Archbishop is on 
a visit to Canada.

LAUNCESTON 
SUMMER SCHOOL

F rom  O ur  O w n  C orrespo nd en i 
Hobart, December 5

In 1955 a summer school for 
young people was held to 
Hobart, so to 1956 a school is 
to be held to Launceston.

It will be resident at Broad- 
land House, the Church of 
England Girls’ School, and is 
being organised by the Youth 
Chaplain of the T a^an ian  
diocese.

The chairman is to be the 
Bishop of Tasmania; the chap­
lain will be the Reverend 
Anthony McDonald, who is the 
precentor of S. David’s Cathe­
dral, while the Reverend A. V, 
Maddick will conduct, the Bible 
studies. Mr. Maddick is head­
master of the Launceston 
Church of England Prepiwatory 
School.

ONE MINUTE 
SERMON

S. Mark 7 : 14-23
And when he had called all 

the people unto him, he said 
unto them, Hearken unto me 
every one of you, and under­
stand:

There is nothing from with­
out a man, that entering into 
him can defile him: but the 
things which come out of him, 
those are they that defile the 
man.

If any man have ears to 
hear, let him hear.

And when he was entered 
into the house from the people, 
his disciples asked him concern­
ing the parable.

And he saith unto them. Are 
ye so without understanding 
also? Do ye not pet'ceive, that 
whatsoever thing from without 
entereth into the man, it can­
not defile him;

Because it entereth not into 
his heart, but into the belly, 
and goeth out into the draught, 
purging ail meats?

And he said, that which 
cometh out of the man, that 
defileth the man.

Fo'C from within, out of the 
heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornica­
tions, murders.

Thefts, covetousness, wicked­
ness, deceit, lasciviousness, an 
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, fool­
ishness:

All these evil things come 
from within, and defile the 
man.

The Message
A strange reading this for a 

short Christmas meditation. 
And yet how truly it can link 
with this wondrous season. We 
have washed our hands but 
what is to our hearts,—what is 
it ,that we treasure most. It is 
that which makes my life and 
its quality. It is that which 
dictates what can come forth 
from a life as its gift to the 
world.

A strange statement, that of 
Jesus, that it is not things 
without entering into us that 
defile us, for the refuse of what 
we receive passes through us. 
But the coming forth from us 
of those things that were part 
of us, they can defile our lives 
and our influence.

Hence it is that the things 
that claim our hearts make us 
what we are with cleanness or 
uncleanness, purity or lust, self- 
control or drunkenness, honesty 
or theft, generosity or covet­
ousness.

On Christmas Eve Jesus’ 
Mother came to Bethlehem 
but there was “no room” and 
He was bom in a stable. It is 
still true that Jesus is outside 
most men’s lives. They have 
opened their hearts to many 
other interests as no doubt 
Bethlehem’s ton was open so 
long ago. And it is the interests 
that hold our hearts that pro­
duce the results that issue 
forth from our hearts.

This Christmas season it is 
good for us to turn over in our 
thoughts what place He has in 
our lives. For it is the season 
of giving. Our thoughts are less 
self-centred this week than at 
any other time to the year. D ie  
great giving of God in the birth 
of Jesus Christ has without 
doubt inspired men thus far to 
have one season of giving, viz. 
Christmas. But God is the 
eternal giver And this giving 
of good should not cease with 
the New Year but go on 
through all the year. It can 
only do so if our hearts pro­
vide the inspiration—and that 
can only be if the Christ dwells 
to us and we in Him. ’The 
Christmas Communion draws 
more than any other. May it 
be a great reality to us all and 
may we so receive the Saviour 
into our hearts that whatever 
we give out in the coming days. 
may be filled with His love 
directed by His wisdom and be 
a giving of ourselves as well as 
of our gifts for men.

A Happy Cliristmas to you 
all.
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d CHRISTMAS SHORT STORY

AND THAT’S HOW IT WAS
rpHERE WERE three of us in 

the cab of the Fargo that 
night, old Jack Taggart, who’s 
got a mining lease a few miles 
out of Leonora, Charlie Hodg­
son, who owned the truck — 
he’s got a wood-cutting con­
tract out in the bush—and me. 
I ’m jackarooing up on Mac­
Donald’s station towards Wit- 
tenoom.

Charlie picked me up in the 
bar of the pub in Leonora, saw 
my bluey and asked where I 
was heading. I say Kal for a 
Christmas booze-up. He says 
he’s going down Kalgoorlie, too, 
and would I like a ride, so I say 
you bet and there we are, sweet 
as a nut. Then we have a 
couple on it, just to pass the 
time until it’s cool. (She’s 
standing at 115 in the shade 
that day, and there’s a scorcher 
of a wind off the Kimberleys.)

Well, by six we think we’ll 
pull out. It ’s a hundred now 
and the wind’s dropping. 
Leonora looks pretty good as 
we leave, all lit up and the sta­
tion owners in for miles around 
because it’s Christmas Eve. 
They got coloured lights up in 
the pepper trees and the beer 
gardens, and the kids are wan­
dering round in pyjamas star­
ing at them. It’s a great time 
for the kids, Christmas is, but 
I  don’t know, when you get 
older it sort of wears off a bit. 
You don’t want presents any 
more, and if you want to get 
happy all you can do is get 
boozed.

Pretty soon we’re out in the 
bush, and there’s nothing but 
the gums in the headlights and 
the smell of dust and the stars. 
Stars! They say you can see 
more stars in the West when 
you’re sober than you see over 
East when you’re tight, and 
they’re dead right. ’There’s 
nothing but stars, so many you 
can hardly see the sky.
jVVELL, we belt down the road 
^  for a dozen miles, and then 
Charlie pulls up and blows his 
horn, there in the middle of the 
bush. And then he cuts out 
the engine and we wait.

It ’s queer, waiting in the 
bush at night, and if you’re not 
used to it, it gets you. There’s 
not a sound, nothing at all. 
But after a while you find 
you’re listening and you don’t 
know what for, and you get tied 
up in a knot wondering what 
you’re going to hear. And at 
the same time you’re dead 
scared you’ll make a sound 
yourself. It gets you all right.

It doesn’t get Charlie and me, 
though. We just crack a bottle 
and wait, and pretty soon 
there’s a yell and there’s old 
Jack, pink dust in his beard 
and his bluey in a sugar bag, 
coming up the road in the 
headlights. He chucks his bluey 
on the tray, we have another, 
and then we’re off.

There’s a bad patch for ’roos 
a bit further on, so we don’t 
talk much for watching, and 
then we’re belting it through

B y  P e t e k  Ca p e

the bush and the stars and the 
wind, and the big Fargo’s snarl­
ing at fifty and there’s too 
much row and clatter and dust 
to talk anyhow.

And then, standing in the 
middle of the road with a 
grin the size of a slice of melon, 
there’s a big buck abo.

“Snakes alive,” Charlie 
yells, and he swerves and 
stands on the brakes. The 
Fargo stops a few feet clear 
of the black, and the headlights 
shine full in his eyes. But he 
doesn’t stop grinning, and when 
Charlie’s finished sw aring, he 
says, “You going down Kal, 
boss?”

“Like fiaraing so-and-so I 
am,” Charlie says. “ I won’t be 
getting anywhere at all if there 
are any more c i  you flaming 
jokers sitting in the road. Why, 
d’you want a lift?” 
rpHE ABO. nods, dust flying 

out of his old felt hat.
“O.K., then, get on the back 

and make it snappy. We want 
to be there before the pubs 
close.”

But the abo shakes his head, 
still with the grin on his face. 
“Missus,” he says, “gotta take 
missus,”

“All right, all right,” Charlie 
says. ‘She can come, too, only 
get weaving for pete’s sake.”

The abo grunts something 
and points over the side of the 
road. Jack, who’s nearest, says, 
“There she is, sitting down.” 
Then he calls out, “What’s the 
matter, lubra, crook?”

’The abo grins .across. “She 
just got the little feller,”  he 
says. “Just had’m.”

“What’s that he says?” 
Charlie asks.

“Sound’s like his lubra’s just 
had a kid,” I say.

“Well, for crying out loud,” 
C'harlie says. “Come on, we 
better give her a lift up.”

He switches off the Fargo’s 
engine and gets out of the cab. 
I follow him, ducking under 
the wheel, and we go across to 
where the abo’s standing.

I  don’t suppose the lubra’s 
more than seventeen, though 
it’s hard to tell-with abos. She’s 
sitting by a saltbush with her 
head bent over a bundle of rags, 
and the bundle’s wailing its 
head off.

“First kid?” Charlie asks. The 
abo nods. Charlie cocks his hat 
on the back of his head and 
rubs his hair. “She’ll have a 
rough ride on the back,” he 
says.
nPHE LUBRA looks up. She’s 

got enormous eyes, and 
something in them tells me the 
going hasn’t been too easy.

“She’s all in,”  I  say. “Tell 
you what, you put her in the 
cab with the kid, and I ’ll go 
on the back.”

‘JDon’t like abos in my cab,” 
Charlie says, but he only says 
it half-heartedly.

“Fair go,” I  say, “you’ll kill 
her on the tray. Come on, it’s 
only Christmas once a year.”

“Well—” he says, and then

A VICAR’S WIFE KEPT A 
PARISH TOGETHER

B y  a  S pecial  C orrespo nd en i
Y O U R  ARTICLE of Septem 

ber 23 on how a young girl 
kept a parish together reminds 
me of the fbllowing experience:

In the First World War, the 
Vicar of a bush parish in Vic­
toria, having been refused mili­
tary service, decided, on his 
Bishops advice, to continue his 
studies oy going to England to 
complete his education at the 
University to which his college 
was affiliated. With the help of 
a few friends he gathered 
enough to pay his fare home, 
having obtained a curacy there.

The Bishop had no one to 
take his place. Owing to the 
war, his wife with three small 
children was advised to stay on 
in Australia, so, with a lady 
helper, she stepped into the 
breach, and kept the congrega­
tion together for over three 
months.

Services were held at the 
usual time . The parishioners 
gathered at the little wooden 
church and the services were 
taken by the vicar’s wile who 
read the lessons and led the

prayers and read a sermon from 
a pew m  the church.

She led the singing and had 
choir practice each week. She 
had good congregations and 
good collections which were 
used to pay off the debt on the 
church. As there was no vicar­
age, rent had to be paid.

In addition to her church 
duties, there were her three 
small children and her house­
hold duties. She kept a cow and 
a small poultry farm, and sold 
butter and milk and eggs, the 
grocer taking them in return 
for groceries. A vegetable plot 
v'ith tomatoes added to the pre­
carious income. ’There were no 
modern dinenities such as elec­
tricity and refrigerators.

Surely such sacrifice and de­
votion for the sake of others 
and that her husband, who later 
graduated for his M.A. degree, 
might qualify himself further in 
the sacred ministry o f the 
Church is worth recording. ’That 
woman is Mrs. R. H. MacLean, 
of the Vicarage, Nundle, N.S.W.

he says, “O.K., sport, it ’s your 
behind’s going to suffer, not 
mine.”

It takes two of us to get the 
girl into the cab, and under the 
cab light I see I ’ve bee. i right. 
She’s all in. I  see the kid, too. 
A scrap of a thing, coloured like 
milk chocolate, with big eyes 
like his mother’s. We get them 
as comfortable as we can, and 
then I hop up on the tray with 
the abo.

It’s one hell of a ride up there, 
and I ’m all bruised before 
we’re gone a mile. But I stick 
it out, sitting on my bluey and 
staring up at the stars. ’The 
stars made it easier, somehow. 
’There’s a beauty, a big white 
one, right above us, and I re­
member thinking there were 
some things you missed if you 
sat in the cab.

I start to sing, too, anything 
I can remember, to keep my 
mind off the heat and the dust 
and the jolting hardwood. And 
after a while I find I ’m sing­
ing things I  haven’t sung since 
I was a kid, carols atad that sort 
of stuff. There was one I ’d 
sung when I  was in the church 
choir, “We three kings of the 
orient are”—a beaut one, and 
I ’d been one of the kings.

YJWELL, we get to Kal at last. 
”  The North End mines’ 

just come into sight against the 
sky. when the abo starts waving 
his hands and pointing. I 
guess he wants off, so I bash 
on the cab roof and Charlie 
stops the truck. We all get out. 
I don’t know why, but maybe 
we want a stretch. And then 
there we are all standing round 
the abo and his missus, all 
looking down at the kid in the 
headlights.

It’s gone to sleep, and some­
how it doesn’t look like an abo 
any ,more. It looks like any 
kid — and at the same time 
like every kid in the world. 
Charlie lifts up his great paw 
of a hand and tf’uches it, 
gently. “Rum little joker,” he 
says.

The abo’s grinning now and 
I know they’re going to go, and 
somehow I don’t want them to 
go, not into the wind and the 
dark, not without something.

I reach into my pocket. I 
bought a new packet of tobacco 
at Leonora. “Here,”  I  say to 
the abo. “Here,”  And then, 
because I ’ve got to say some­
thing else, I say, “Happy 
Christmas.”

“Well, for crying out—”
Charlie says. He turns round 
and goes back to the cab. We 
hear him fumbling in the dark­
ness, and when he comes back 
he’s got half a pound of tea 
and a tin of milk powder. He 
gives them to the lubra, grin­
ning. “You have a happy 
Christmas, too,”  he says.

1^E L L, I think, that’s that, 
”  but I hadn’t reckoned with 

old Jack. He’s fumbling inside 
his shirt, and when he brings 
his hand out he’s holding one 
of those white glass marmite 
jaj-s. I know what he’s going 
to do, then, and I know he’s 
right doing it, but like Charlie, 
I stand with my mouth open 
while he unscrews the top and 
tips half a dozen small nuggets 
into his palm.

He picks out the biggest one, 
sticks the others away, and 
opens the baby’s fist. It’s about 
the size of his thumbnail, and 
when he tucks the nugget in­
side, the baby’s fingers close 
round it. Jack says, “And 
that’s for his Christmas.”

We get back into the cab with 
Jack in the middle. Charlie 
starts the engine, and the abo 
and his lubra move slowly out 
of the way. ’Then, suddenly, 
Charlie leans across and yells 
out my window, “Hey, what you 
feller name?”

The abo looks a bit surprised, 
then he grins and bangs his 
>chest. “Joe,” he says. As the 
truck starts to move he points 
to his wife. “Missus, she called 
Mary.” Then they’re gone.

Overhead, that star’s very 
bright.

“ Anticipating Christmas”
A correspondent has asked 

me to give my views on the 
question of whether in the 
Church of England one is 
justified in having Carol Ser­
vices and other services of a 
Christmas nature before 
Christmas Eve.
In theory the Prayer Book 

quite clearly teaches that the 
penitential season o f Advent 
lasts until the first Evensong of 
Christmas which of course is 
celebrated on Christmas Eve.

Advent should be treated as 
a solemn season of prayer and 
preparation, just as much as 
Lent is for Easter.

Idealiy therefore the Church 
should reserve its outpouring 
of praise and thanksgiving for 
the Incarnation until such 
time as Christmas arrives.

In modern times when 
Christmas is becoming so 
grossly commercialised it is im­
portant to concentrate people’s 
minds on the spiritual meaning 
of this great Festival.

Material Things
Far too many people associ­

ate (Christmas merely with par­
ties and alcohol, with presents 
and plum puddings and busi­
ness interests naturally en­
courage as much spending as 
possible.

’Thus the large shops and the 
commercial radio stations be­
gin Christmas decorations and 
the singing of the more senti­
mental carols early in Novem­
ber, before even Advent com­
mences, with the result that by 
the time Christmas Day arrives 
people are already becoming 
slightly sick of the whole mat­
ter.

FAITH AND MORALS
A WEEKLY QUESTION BOX

U n d e r  t h e  G e n e r a l  E d it o r s h ip  o f  D r . F e l i x  Ar n o t t

In the Southern Hemisphere, 
however, the problem is not as 
easy as it is in the Northern 
Hemisphere where Christmas 
occurs in the middle of winter 
and there is nothing like the 
disturbance to the normal rou­
tine of the Church which 
occurs in Australia where 
Christmas is followed by the 
annual summer holidays.

Holidays
During the month of Janu­

ary most Church people are 
away on vacation and large 
numbers of regular worshippers 
are absent from their normal 
parish churches at the Christ­
mas season, being on holiday.

So that if no celebrations 
happened imtil Christmas many 
of our people must be missing.

Consequently, I can see no 
objection to Sunday School 
parties taking place before the 
Christmas period, similarly the 
parties of other organisations.

Also it seems to me justifi­
able that the evening service 
of the last Sunday in Advent 
should take a Christmas flav­
our, perhaps by substituting a 
carol service for the normal 
service.

It is most important, how­
ever, that the Eucharist should 
retain the Prayer Book service 
for the fourth Sunday in Ad­
vent so that one may have the 
continuity which is so import­
ant to the whole spirit of the 
Prayer Book.

Preparation
To sum up therefore I would 

say that in principle it is pro­
per to postpone any"celebration

of Christmas until Christmas 
Eve, but in countries where the 
annual summer holiday coin­
cides with Christmas there ap­
pears some justification for 
relaxing the rule to a lim it^  
extent.

It is, however, important that 
people should be instructed as 
to the impOTtance of preparing 
themselves solemnly for their 
Easter and Christmas Commu­
nions.

Most Anglicans take the 
Fast days prescribed by the 
Prayer Book far too lightly and 
the seasons of Lent and Advent 
do remind us of the solemn 
responsibility which Christians 
must carry when they come 
to face their Lord and their 
Saviour.

M E N T A L  H O S P IT A L S  
A P P E A L

’The Mental Welfare Asso­
ciation of N.S.W. would be 
very grateful for donations of 
cash, sweets, clothing, reading 
matter etc. for the Christmas 
parties which they are organ­
ising in mental hospitals in 
the Sydney area.

Donations may be sent to 
Mrs. A. C. Moon, 551 Princes 
Highway, Sydenham, N.S.W. 
Parcels will be called for if 
Miss Skene (BX2365) is con­
tacted.

The Ideal Way to Announce a 
B IR TH , MARRIAGE or 

BEREAVEMENT 
is in

THE ANGLICAN
(See Rates, Page 12)
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OF CH URCHES

m m . FESTIVAL OF FAITH
Sydney, February 1 -5 , 1 9 5 6

NIEM0U.ER
LUTHBMM

YO U  can hear these and other 
world figures on the great issues of 
our age. They represent some 170 
million Christians of 167 denomina­
tions.

...kw

Season Ticket Membership admits 
you to reserved seats at the three 
Public Lectures, the great Service of 
Worship and the spectacular Festival 
of Faith on the Showground.
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OXNAM
METHODIST

order of application, so EN ROL 
N O W !
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MAR THOMA
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The General Secretary,
Aust. Council for the W.C.C.,
242 Pitt St., SYDN EY.
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NAM E (Block Letters, Please) .....................................................................................
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A CHURCH’S LONG TRADITION OF 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

B y  W e n d y  H a l l
1’N THE afternoon of the 
^  Sunday nearest to Christ-

■ mas Day each year, the noble 
Norman Church of S. Barth-

; olomew the Great, in Smith- 
 ̂field, London, is thronged with 
parishioners and visitors from 
all over the capital, who join 

I to celebrate the Festival of the 
Nine Lessons and Carols.

To many of those who take 
I part, this Festival seems, in its 
. traditional simplicity a n d  
I beauty, as old as the Anglican 
■Church itself; yet it is thought 
that it probably originated 

: some time during this century, 
.although no one knows precis- 
! ely how the ceremony came to 
i be devised, or where it was first 
' performed.

A  B E A U T IF U L  
IN T E R P R E T A T IO N

As long as can be recorded or 
I remembered, there have always 
been carol services in England’s 
great cathedrals and small par­
ish churches alike. The Festi­
val of the Nine Lessons and 
Carols seems to have been de­
vised with the aim of giving 
form and dignity to the carol 
service which previously had 
no distinctive pattern of its 
own.

Certainly the fact that it 
was adopted, ^ d  given an out­
standingly beautiful interpre- 

itation, by the choir of King’s 
 ̂College Chapel, Cambridge, 
and broadcast on the afternoon 
of Christmas Eve, made it 
quickly known all over and 
even beyond Britain.

Now every cathedral has its 
Festival of the Nine Lessons, 

land year by year more and 
Imore parish churches make it 
;part of their Christmas servic­
es.

i The framework is very simple, 
and amenable to variation by 

I the individual cathedral or 
'■church. The Festival opens 
iwith a processional hymn, gen­
erally "Once in Royal David’s 
! City.”

Thereafter readings o f  nine 
passages from the Old and New 

[Testaments, concerning th e  
birth of Christ, alternate with 
any nine of Europe’s lovely 
heritage of carols, sung by the 
choir alone. The service often 
ends with the whole congrega­
tion singing “O Come All Ye 
Faithful.”

L A Y M E N  R E A D  
I L E SSO N S

At S. Bartholomew’s the pat­
tern which now seems almost 

; traditional is followed, but 
with an individual variation in 
the choice of readers of the 

, lessons.
' In some churches all are read 
iby ecclesiastical members;
■ here, the rector reads only one

lesson, and the others are div­
ided between a male and fe­
male member of the choir, the 
church treastirer, the two 
church architects, the verger, 
the organist, and a licensed lay 
reader.

The Festival of the Nine 
Lessons, with its sequence of 
Bible readings bringing the 
narrative of the birth of Christ 
vividly to life, carries the mind 
back over nearly two thousand 
years of history.

At S. Bartholomew’s, it also 
brings the realisation that in 
this very church, men have 
celebrated Christmas for more 
than 800 of those years, and 
that its walls have been as 
crowded with religious and 
secular history as those of any 
church in the kingdom.

For not only is S. Bartholo­
mew’s the oldest parish church 
in London, and one of the old­
est in Britain; it has been 
through a rare series of chang­
es and vicissitudes.

More than 200 years ago the 
Lady Chapel, walled off from 
the church, was owned by a 
printer, and there in his works 
Benjamin Franklin was em­
ployed in 1725.

The Great Fire of London of 
1666 destroyed all the old city 
churches, including S. Paul’s 
but burnt itself out only a few 
hundred yards from S. Bar­
tholomew’s.

But in Heny VIII’s dissolu­
tion of the monasteries, the 
church had already suffered 
grievously, for it had been 
founded in 1123 as a Priory of 
the Augustinian Order, and the 
monarch, in his determination 
to suppress all Romish prac­
tices, either sold or demolished 
extensive areas of the ancient 
Priory.

C O U R T IE R -P IL G R IM
Its founder, Rahere, was a 

courtier of the time of Henry I 
(1100-1135). In 1120 he made a 
pilgrimage to Rome, and was 
taken suddenly and violently 
ill in a marshy and mosquito- 
infested spot in Italy. As he re­
covered, he determined to build 
a hospital for the poor of Lon­
don.

Later, while still not fully 
recovered, he had a strange 
and terrifying vision in which a 
monster threw him into a bot­
tomless chasm. This was suc­
ceeded by another vision of a 
man who said to him: “I am 
Bartholomew, the Apostle of 
Jesus Christ, that come to suc­
cour thee in thine anguish.”

Rahere thereupon resolved to 
build a church as well as a 
hospital. On his return to Lon­
don he founded, in 1123, the 
Priory Church of S. Bartholo­
mew, and, close by, S. Barth­

olomew’s Hospital, the oldest 
hospital in the British Com­
monwealth and Empire.

One can only imagine the 
Priory which Rahere originally 
built. But the choir, now the 
nave of the present church, 
remains today among the most 
perfect examples Britain pos­
sesses of the architecture of that 
later Norman period, when the 
rounded arch had gained in 
grace without losing in 
strength.

The apse, in particular, 
sweeps round behind the altar 
in a beautiful curve which har­
monises exquisitely with the 
curves of its own arches.
M IR A C L E S R E C O R D E D

Certainly the Priory was the 
goal of many pilgrims from all 
over Europe, and before the 
tomb of Rahere, according to 
ancient chronicles, many mir­
acles were wrought. Often the 
pilgrims brought costly offer­

's?

where he kept his safe is still 
visible.

The premises later became a 
fringe factory, then a public 
house and dancing place. Fin­
ally the chapel was restored 
to the church, and rebuilt in 
1880.

Not only the Lady Chapel 
had been lost at the dissolu­
tion. The north transept was 
for decades occupied by 
blacksmith, and the marks of 
the smoke from the forge can 
still be seen clearly on two of 
its arches.

It was not restored to the 
chiuch until 1893. Even at this 
date, the cloister was still be­
ing used as a stable for the 
horses belonging to a large to­
bacco company, and right up 
to 1923, part of the duties of 
the verger consisted in keep­
ing the horses quiet during 
services.

S. Bartholomew’s was then 
able to purchase the last re-

“Christ in the Manger,”  by Teresa Kimiko Koseki, one of 
Japan’s leading religious artists. It is strongly reminiscent of 
Japanese woodblock prints. Christians of all races have painted 
pictures of the Nativity in their own terms, giving members 
of the Holy Family their own features and coloration and 
setting the scenes in their local surroundings. The results may 
be surprising to a European accustomed for centuries to his 
conception of how such subjects should appear; but no one 
can be insensible to the sincere piety, the imaginative story­
telling and, in many cases, the outstanding artistry of other 

versions.

“The Nativity,” by Castera Bazile, a well-known Haitian artist.

ings and gifts which they laid 
on the tomb; often, too, these 
were stolen by less devout men.

To trap the evil-doers. Prior 
Bolton in 1520 inserted an oriel 
window in the south wall of 
the choir, from which all who 
came to Rahere’s tomb coujd 
be watched. A rebus, represent­
ing the Prior’s name, can be 
seen carved in stone below the 
window—a bolt driven through 
a barrel, or tun, as it was then 
called.

But much of the beauty of 
the Priory was doomed to be 
lost or destroyed when Henry 
VIII began his onslaught on 
the monastic establishments of 
England. In 1539 he received 
the submission of the last 
prior.

The nave and many other 
parts of the church were de­
molished, and the monastic 
buildings, the Lady Chapel, and 
other parts of the church were 
sold to one Sir Richard Rich.

He proceeded to wall off the 
chapel from the church, and 
make himself a dwelling house 
from part of his acquisitions.

U SE D  A S A  F A C T O R Y
Eventually much of his pro­

perty was put to other pur­
poses, and In the early 18th 
century, the Lady Chapel was 
taken over as a workshop ■ by 
Benjamin Franklin’s employer. 
The recess in the north wall

maining part of the structure 
which had been sold and put 
to secular uses in 1539.

Yet to-day S. Bartholomew’s 
stands serene and noble, seem­
ingly untouched by the in­
cursions of the world on its 
own peace, and reminding the 
visitor, in atmosphere as well 
as in word, that it has been 
open for prayer and worship 
every single day since it was 
built more than 800 years ago.

B IS H O P  B A D D E L E Y ’ S 
P A S T O R A L  S T A F F
A n g lic an  N e w s  S ervice 

London, December 15
A pastoral staff, bearing the 

coats of arms of his three 
bishoprics, Melanesia, Whitby, 
and Blackburn, was presented 
to the Bishop of Blackburn, 
the Right Reverend W. H. Bad- 
deley, from the people of the 
diocese of York at S. John’s, 
South Bank, Middlesbrough, 
this month.

The bishop, accepting the 
Staff, said his job was pastoral.

“We have day-to-day admin­
istration, but I hope they will 
never put up a tablet lor me 
saying, ‘He was a great admin­
istrator.’

“ I hope they will say that ‘He 
was a great pastor of his 
people,’ and that is what you 
have signified in giving me this 
beautiful pastoral staff.”
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A  H A P P Y  C H R I S T M A S
T h is  w eek  was the c lim a x  o f  th e  C h ristm as 

ru sh . L ast-m in u te  sh o p p e rs  are  fra n tica lly  b u y in g  
u p  the fra g m e n ts  o f  b u d g e t-p r ice d  g ifts  that rem a in  
in  th e  b ig  stores. C h ristm as D ay w ill b r in g  the great 
e x ch a n g e  o f  th ese  g ifts  an d  the tra d ition a l C h ristm as 
greetin gs .

A  H a p p y  C h ristm a s?  G o d  gran t that it  m ay  
b e  so .
Despite all that may be said despondent, security for ah.

about “putting Christ back into 
Christmas” an<̂  the disparage­
ment of the commercialisation- 
of this great festival, the spiri­
tual content o f Christmas has 
not been lost entirely, by any 
means.

City stores may have their 
choirs and carols and Crosby 
may croon "Silent Night.” But 
the message is there. People 
are hearing of a Saviour. The 
ground is being ploughed up.

Thousands of shoppers and 
passers-by who listen to the 
familiar strains will be flocking 
to our churches on Christmas 
Day.

Shall we waste the oppor­
tunity by scolding them for not 
coming more often or making 
obvious and elementary re­
marks about big business ex­
ploiting Christmas?

Let’s make- it a happy Christ­
mas. Let’s see to it that all 
these friends and acquaintances 
share and understand the good 
news of Christ the Lord.

Forgiveness for the most

THE N A T IV IT Y O F OUR LORD  
AN D  THREE D AYS AFTER

C E L E B R A T I O N  
I N  O P E N  A I R

P rom  A  S p e cia l  C orrespondent 
I Melbourne, December 9

Parents joined with staff 
and boys of Brighton Gram­
mar Sehool in a special end- 
of-year service on December 
7.
At certain stations around 

the grounds, praise and wor­
ship were offered to God with 
recollection of different phases 
of school activity.

The robed choir, preceded 
by a processional cross, led 
first to the Junior School steps, 
where the seniors prayed for 
right guidance of the young.

Then, on the main oval, near 
the foundations of a new 
paviUon, the gathering was re­
minded of the value and joy of 
games.

At the tower of the Senior 
School, thanks were given to 
God for all those who had 
helped and served the school. 
His preserving grace and aid to 
follow the good things for 
which the school stood were in­
voked near the oak in the 
quadrangle, the forum of the 
school. Finally, on the parade 
ground near the War Memorial 
Hall and S. Andrew’s Church 
was recalled the courage and 
vision of the saints and martyrs 
to evoke a renewed sense of 
dedication and faith.

BEECROFT G R A M M A R  
SC H O O L

A thorough training is given Day 
Boys and Boarders at this Prepara­
tory School, which is set in the 
most healthful climate near 
Sydney.

There are some vacancies for the 
next Term, beginning February 8, 
1956. , ^

For Prospectus and details 
apply to the principal, the 
Reverend A. Booth, 154 Copeland 
Road, Beecroft. N.S.W. (Telephone 
WJ1144). _____________ _______

BLUE MOUNTAINS 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL FOR BOYS
W EN TW O R TH  FALLS, N.S.W 

A Primary Boarding School 1 
boys aged 6-12 years, situated in 
a bracing, healthy climate. Matron 
Is a trained nursing sister. Modern 
new classrooms.
Prospectus from the Headmaster, 
the Reverend A. T .  Pitt-Owen, 

B.A.

T A M W O R T H
Cbnrch ot England 

Girls’ School 
BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
Kindergarten to Leaving Certifi. 
cate. Special opportunity for 
Physical Training ond Sport. 

Excellent health record.
For Prospectus, apply to the 

Principal:
MISS A. I. S. SMITH, 

B.A. Hons. (London) 
Tomworth B 965.

purpose and satisfaction in life 
dr the most fickle of us, love 

and strength for all in need— 
these and more are found in 
Him.

Maybe Christ has been left 
out of Christmas because many 
have never really understood 
Him. ’The story has never been 
explained, perhaps. We’ve given 
them a Bible printed in tiny 
type in seventeenth century 
prose. We’ve made them feel 
that if they want our Christ 
they must accept our tradition 
too.

Maybe we’ve so filled our fel­
lowship papers and even parish, 
magazines with so much news 
of past and coming events and 
lists of donors that we’ve had 
little space left to develop a 
.simple and coherent account of 
what Christmas and the Good 
News is really all about.

Do you doubt me? Then how 
many of the Christmas cards 
you sent this year told the true 
kory of Christmas? How m’any 
v/ere just plain pagan?

It’s not too late for a happy 
Christmas or for Christ to be 
put back into Christmas.

If we really want it that way, 
what are we waiting for?

—THE YOUTH EDITOR.

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  
T E A C H E R S ’ S E R V IC E

Prom  A  S p e cia l  C orrespondent 
Melbourne, December 6

The Archbishop of Melbourne 
was the celebrant at a Corpor­
ate Communion held in S. Paul’s 
Cathedral at 7.30 a.m. on Satur­
day, December 3, when between 
300 and 400 Sunday school 
teachers attended.

At the commencement of the 
service, the archbishop pre­
sented certificates gained in the 
recent examinations conducted 
by the Department of Religious 
Education.

He also presented to Mr. H. 
Bragge, of S. Mark’s, Camber­
well, the Australian Certificate 
of Religious Education awarded 
by the General Board of Reli­
gious Education.

D U R H A M  D E G R E E  
F O R  A R C H B IS H O P
A n g lic a n  N e w s  S ervice 

London, December 15
The Senate of Durham Uni­

versity has decided to confer 
the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Divinity upon the Arch­
bishop of West Africa, the 
Most Reverend J. L. Cecil Hor- 
stead.

The degree wiU be conferred 
by Sir James Duff, pro-Vice- 
Chancellor of Durham Univer­
sity and Warden of the Dur­
ham Colleges, at a congrega­
tion to be held at Fourah Bay 
College, Sierra Leone, in Janu­
ary.

The archbishop was formerly 
Principal of Fourah Bay Col­
lege, which is associated with 
Durham University.

C H R IS T M A S  D A Y
We can read the poignant 

story of the Birth of Jesiss in 
the stable at Bethlehem, of 
the angels, and of the visit of 
the shepherds in the second 
chapter of S. Luke’s Gospel.

Christmas is the children’s 
festival, the time for the re- 
imion of the family, the time 
lor good cheer and good will 
towards all men, as ordained 
by “a multitude of the heav­
enly host” on the first Christ­
mas Day.

It is interesting to see on 
what grounds December 25 
came to be fixed as the Birth­
day of Jesus. Scholars have 
shown that the Crucifixion 
happened at the time of the 
Passover and that the Pass- 
over fell on March 25.

Since the eariest times it has 
been argued that Our Lord’s 
life, as from the Annunciation 
was of exactly thirty-three 
years. So the Annunciation 
found its anniversary also on 
March 25 and December 25 fol-, 
lowed as Christ’s Birthday.

Christmas or Christ Mass 
has come into our language in 
the same way as Michael Mass 
became Michaelmas.

Between 1549 and 1552, when 
the Second Prayer Book of 
King Edward VI was issued, 
there was a different Collect, 
Epistle and Gospel from those 
in the present Book of Com­
mon Prayer. ’They are inter 
esting and edifying.

“God, Who makest us glad 
with the yearly remembrance 
of the birth of Thy only Son 
Jesus Christ; Grant that as we 
joyfully receive Him for our 
Redeemer, so we may with 
sure confidence behold Him, 
when He shall come to be our 
Judge, Who liveth and reign 
eth World without End.”

THE OLD COLLECT FOR 
CHRISTMAS.

“For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath ap­
peared to all men, teaching us 
that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, r i g h t e o u s l y  and 
godly, in this present world: 
Looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of 
the Great God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; Who gave himself 
for us, that He might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himself a peculiar people 
zealous of good works. These 
things speak, and exhort, and 
rebuke with all authority. Let 
no man despise thee.”

The old Epistle lor Christmas 
was taken from the Epistle of 
Paul to ’Titus 2: 11-14.

The old Gospel for Christ­
mas was taken from S. Luke 
2:1-14.

S. S T E P H E N ’ S D A Y
With the secular holiday 

of Boxing Day we are apt to 
forget S. Stephen’s Day, on 
December 26.
On this day, referred to in 

the carol “Good King Wen- 
ceslas” as the Feast of Steph­
en, we commemorate that first 
Christian martyr, S. Stephen— 
“a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost” who “did great 
wonders and miracles among 
the people” (See The Acts of 
the Apostles, 6; 1-8).

The name Stephen signifies 
a crown and it may have been 
given to him by the apostles 
because he so ably carried out 
his Lord’s instructions: “Be 
faithful unto death and I will 
give thee a crown of life.” (Re­
velation 2, 10).

Stephen preached boldly be­
fore antagonistic crowds at 
Jerusalem, fearlessly comparing 
the narrowness of Judaism 
with the far-reaching spirit

t  / . p :  A , . .

The Children’s Chapel in the Washington Cathedral of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of U.S.A. is designed to scale 
for children. Familiar Bible stories are interpreted in sculpture 

and stained glass for youthful worshippers.

FOR SMALL 
PEOPLE

T H E  S T A R
The night was clear over 

Bethlehem.
Up in the dark evening sky, 

one great star shone more 
brightly than the rest.

For days the wise men from 
the East had followed it. Over 
stony deserts, through rugged 
mountain foothills and along 
the floor of many a valley they 
had come.

But now the star was right 
above the little town of Bethle­
hem and the wise men’s search 
was over. It had led them to 
Jesus, the newborn King.

When the wise men saw Him, 
they fell down and worshipped 
Kim. Then from their saddles

D e a r  G i r l s  a n d  B o y s ,
T h e  g r e a t  d a y  i s  a l m o s t  h e r e .  

M y ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  y o u  
m a n a g e  t o  s l e e p  t h e s e  n ig h t s ^

I  h o p e  n o n e  o f  y o u  w i l l  f o r ­
g e t  t o  s a y  " T h a n k  y o u "  t o  G o d  
o n  C h r i s t m a s  m o r n i n g  f o r  g i v ­
i n g  u s  s u c h  a  w o n d e r f u l  t i m e ,  
a n d  a b o v e  a l l  f o r  s e n d i n g  u s  
o u r  S a v io u r  a n d  F r i e n d ,  t h e  
L o r d  J e s u s .

M a y  y o u  a l l  h a v e  t h e  h a p p i ­
e s t  C h r i s t m a s  e v e r .

G o d  b l e s s  y o u  a l l ,
Y o u r  f r i e n d ,

U N C L E  P E T E R .

they took the treasures they 
had brought and laid them 
before Him.

This done, they went out 
again, heading now for home.

But what of the Star? Had 
it gone? Nobody knows.

But the message of that star 
lives on. Each of its letters 
tells us something of the Christ 
whose birth it welcomed.

’The letter S speaks of the 
Christ who saves us.

The letter T speaks of the 
Christ who tells us of God,

The letter A speaks of the 
Christ who accepts us.

The letter R speaks of the 
Christ who renews us, making 
us into new and better people.

The star may have gone, but 
its little message still lives on 
to-day.

May every star we see this 
Christmastime remind us of 
that message.

ual teaching of Christ. He met 
his death by being stoned by 
the mob (see The Acts, 7).

S. Stephen is usually repre­
sented clad in dalmatic, a kind 
of loose vestment or cloak, with 
stones in his hand. The Order 
of Deacons in the Church to­
day is the third and lowest 
Order of the Ministry—Bish­
ops, Priests and Deacons. Dea­
cons still wear a dalmatic.

S. JO H N ’ S D A Y
S. John the Evangelist’s day 

is commemorated on Decem­
ber 27.
John was nearly always by 

or near Jesus and was present, 
usually with his brother, on 
many important ocassions in 
Our Lord’s life. We read of 
them in the chamber ol Jairus’ 
daughter (S. Mark 5: 35-43), 
at the Glory of the Transfig­
uration (S. Mark 9: 2-10) and 
at Gethsemane (S. Mark 14; 
32-42).

John was also first at the 
sepulchre on hearing that the 
stone had been rolled away (S. 
John 20:1-9.

It was also John who, with 
Peter, James and Andrew, 
questioned Jesus privately on 
the Mount of Olives (S. Mark 
13): and John and Peter were 
sent to prepare for the Pass- 
over (S. Luke 22:7-13). John 
is always mentioned as having 
lived to a very great age at 
Ephesus.

The Gospel “according to S. 
John,” written towards the end 
of the first century, is now re­
garded not so much as the 
work of John, son of Zebedee, 
but as recording the witness of 
John by the hand of a disciple.

S. John as an evangelist is 
frequently depicted as writing 
with an eagle at his side. As an 
apostle he is shown holding a 
chalice or cup out of which a 
serpent is creeping. According 
to legend, S, John is supposed 
to have drunk a cup of poison 
without ill effect.

People have wondered why 
the commemoration of S. John 
should come at this time. One 
answer has been that the three 
days after Christmas on which 
we remember S. Stephen, S. 
John and the Holy Innocents 
draw attention to suffering, 
Love (associated with the say­
ing that S. John was “the dis­
ciple whom Jesus loved” ) and 
Innocence in the life of Our 
Lord.

’The placing of these days im­
mediately after the festival of 
the Nativity, when we are 
thinking of the beginning of 
Christ’s life on earth, is there­
fore appropriate.
T H E  IN N O C E N T S’  D A Y

It is on this day, December 
28, that we remember the 
massacre of the infant boys 
of Bethlehem and the neigh­
bouring district.

Following the visit of the 
Magi to Bethlehem, we read;— 

'And being warned of God 
a dream that they should 

not return to Herod, they de­
parted into their own country 
another way. And when they 
were departed, behold, the 
angel of the Lord appeareth to 
Joseph in a dream, saying. 
Arise, and take the young child 
and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt, and be thou there until 
I bring thee word; for Herod 
will seek the young child to de­
stroy him. When he arose, he 
took the young child and his 
mother by night, and departed 
into Egypt; And was there un­
til the death of Herod; that 
it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the pro­
phet. saying. Out of Egypt have 
I called my son. Then Herod, 
when he saw that he was mock­
ed of the wise men, was exceed­
ing wroth, and. sent forth, and 
slew all the children that were 
in Bethlehem, and in all the 
coasts thereof, from two years 
old and under, according to the 
time which he had diligently 
enquired of the wise men.” (S 
Matthew 2: 12-16).

Very little, if anything in the 
way of historical documenta­
tion has come down to 
through the ages to confirm 
this story. From what we know 
of Herod, he was a ruthless 
king who would have stopped 
at nothing to preserve his own 
power and position.

A B B O T S L E I G I I
WAHROONGA '12 miles from 
Sydney on the North Shore tine).

Church of CngiumI 
School for Girls

Both Doy Girls end Boorders 
ore odmitted.

Illustrated prospectus on 
applicotion to the Headmistress, 

MISS E. RUTH HIRS7, 
B.A., Dip.Ed.

A LL SA IN T S ' COLLEGE
BATHURST

Established 1874.
Church of England Boarding and 

Day School for Boî s.
New War Memorial Junior School, 
Range of Secondary Courses to 

Leaving Certificate Standard 
Full Agricultural-Pastoral Course 
(Theoretical and Practical) to 

Leaving Certificate Standard. 
School has own farm (recently 
increased in area) and agriculture 

equipment.
New Technical block, modern 

laboratories (phys./chem., 
ag./bioL).

Up-to-date accommodation and 
teaching facilities. 

Accommodation for 200 boarders. 
LIM ITED  VACANCIES for 1956 be­
cause of opening a new Junior 

School.

E. C. F. EVANS, B.A., Dip.Ed., 
L.A.S.A.

THE AR M ID A L E  SCH O OL, 
A R M ID A L E , N .S .W .

Boys are prepared for Profes­
sional, Commercial or Pastoral 
Life. A Special Agricultural 
Science Cdurse is offered.

The School is the only country 
representative of the Great Public 
Schools’ Association.

Three Entrance Scholarships 
valued at £120 p.a. (to become 
£150 when the boy reaches the age 
of 14 years) are available each 
year. There is a well-equipped 
Junior School (Dangar House) 
separate from the rest of the 
school.
Illustrated Prospectus on applica­
tion to G. A. Fisher, B.A., B.Sc.

M A B S D E N

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, 
BATHURST, N.S.W.

An ideal country school set in Qi 
acres of land on the outskirts of 
Bathurst. Thorough education 
from Primary to Leaving Certificate 
Honours. Boarders accepted from 
age of 8, daygirls from age of 6«

Illustrated prospectus on applica-* 
tion to the Headmistress-^

MISS MARGARET QLOVER, B.A«
N E W C A S T L E

Church of England
G R A M M A R  SC H O OL 

FOR GIRLS
BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL

Splendid Position Near Sea.
Thorough Educotion from 
Kindergarten to Leoving 

Certificate Honours.
Illustrated Prospectus on 

application to the Headmistress—

Miss M. D. Roberts, B.A., B.Ed.
TH E N E W  EN G LAN D  

GIRLS' SC H O OL
ARMIDALE, N.S.W. 

WONDERFUL TABLELAND 
CLIMATE

Stands in 100 ocres of lend—- 
Golf Links, 10 Tennis Courts, 
Hockey and Basket Ball Courts.

.Girls prepored for University 
ond oil PubAc Examinations.
For Prospectus apply to— 

Miss E. M. Colebrook, 
B.A., Dip.Ed.
Schools of

T h e  S i s t e r . s  o f  
T h e  C h u r c h

Michael’s Collegiate, 
Hohart.

Gabriel’s, Waverley, 
N.S.W.

S. Michael’s, St. 
Victoria.

Hilda,

S. Peter’s, Adelaide, 
Sth. Anst.

Perth College, Perth, 
W .A.
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S. LUKE AND THE SHEPHERDS
C . LUKE could hardly have 

made a more sober begin­
ning. “Forasmuch,” he says, “ as 
many have taken in hand to 
draw up a narrative . . .  it 
seemed good to me also, having 
traced the course of all things 
accurately from the first, to 
write unto thee in order.”  

Even the Greek he uses is 
deliberate and formal, dry and 
legally correct. No doubt 
Thebphilus sighed as he read 
this preamble and noted with 
weary eye that the manuscript 
must embrace some thiry-five 
feet of papyrus.

But what a surprise awaited 
him as he read these first two 
chapters. Not once could he 
lose sight of that dry-as-dust 
historian, who wants, and in­
sists on recording, details and 
oates, names and reasons, 
places and results. Yet some­
how the historian becomes a 
poet, too. Whether it be the 
nature of the facts, or the 
mystery of the events, or the 
glory of the chief character, or 
whatever it be, in his cold and 
precise way, he opens “charmed 
magic casements” on “a 
stronger thing to abide and 
stand than the square stones of 
Rome.”

“There were shepherds in the 
same country abiding in the 
field, and keeping watch by 
night over their flock.” How 
could he have written more 
coldly? So bleak is his style, so 
free <rf embellishment and emo­
tion, that for a moment it 
seems the most ordinary thing 
in the world to see the angei 
of the Lord stand by, to wor­
ship in that glory of the Lord 
which once overshadowed the 
mercy seat, and to hear the 
heavenly host sing the incred­
ible words of glory to God and 
peace among men.

It seems that Luke was a 
doctor and no doubt a good 
cne, for your “beloved physi­
cian” is surely beloved for his 
cures; but if we had no evi­
dence for this, I could believe 
he was a policeman giving evi­
dence in a court of law. It is 
tacts that concern him and 
notliing but facts. No other 
man in the world could have 
written without comment that 
it was to shepherds that the 
gospel was first preached, for 
these shepherds were a despised 
class.

T H E  L IT T L E  H IL L
Round the little hill on which 

Bethlehem stood were lesser 
hills or undulating plains 
planted with olive and fig trees 
Here were pastured the sheep 
used for daily sacrifices. It was 
here that David was feeding 
his flocks when called to be 
king, and it was here that Ruth 
had gleaned sick at heart amid 
the alien corn.

Here the shepherds from the 
little viUage of Beth-zur 
named and led their sheep, pro­
tecting them from wild beasts 
and nomadic raiders with staff 
and sling. Here they watched 
oy night, sometimes in tents of 
boughs, sometimes in little 
towers made of stones without 
mortar. Hard and rough they 
had to be, and they were pos­
sibly rebellious and resentful as 
well, for their usual salary was 
but the milk of the flocks. To 
the Egyptians, for whom “bar­
barian” and “shepherd” were 
synonymous, they were an 
“abomination.”

The Rabbis called them next 
door to heathens, for even 
though their service was to the 
Temple, they could neither ob­
serve the Sabbath nor attend 
a synagogue. Further, the shep­
herd was not allowed to bear 
witness because, as it was said, 
one who must have fed his 
flocks upon the pastures of 
others would naturally be dis­
honest.

Josephus describes one shep­
herd for us, telling us that he 
“ was not known by anybody,’ 
that he was tall and excelled in 
the strength of his hands.
‘ This man,” he says, “ thought 
ii. so sweet a thing to do more 
than ordinary injuries to 
others, that although he should 
be killed, he did not much care 
if he lost his life.”

A S L E E P  IN  T H E  F IE L D
Even in winter these hard

B y  THE R e v e r e n d  C . C. C o w l in g
sometimes in little hollows, or 
upon a bed of rushes arranged 
round a meagre fire of sticks 
and roots.

To what less likely people 
could the angels sing? Who but 
Luke could refrain from com­
ment and exclamation of sur­
prise? Was it grim men like 
these who, as the rationalists 
used to say, were deceived by 
a will o’ the wisp into thinking 
that angels appeared to them?

Jesus, said Bossuet, accepts 
all that men shun, all that they 
fear, all that they despise, all 
which repels their senses, in or­
der to show how vain and im­
aginary are to Him all the 
glories of the world; “Si igno- 
bilis, si inglorius, si inhonorab- 
ilis, meus erit Christus," ex­
claimed Tertulllan, “ the things 
that cannot be and that are,” 
sang Chesterton.

It is for ever amazing that 
men who can accept the fact 
that God became man, and re­
joice in the regular miracle of 
the Eucharist, yet reject all else 
in the Gospels that is beyond 
normal experience. Thus Luce, 
in his volume of the Cambridge 
Greek Testament, comments on 
Luke’s account of the shep­
herds, that it is "pastoral 
poetry, not history.”

He even rejects the truth of 
the words, “But Mary kept all

these sayings, pondering them 
,m her heart” on the grounds 
that “if Mary had really kept 
all these things in her heart, 
could she have acted as she did 
in the undoubtedly historical 
incident in Mark iii, 20-35?”

In Mark iii, 21, we are told 
that the friends of Jesus (if the 
Greek words can really mean 
that much) wanted to lay hold 
on Him thinking that He was 
beside Himself. In verse 31 “his 
mother and his brethren” 
came to see Him, but were hin­
dered by the crowd. There is 
not the slightest ground for 
linking the two incidents. Yet 
when this is dcaie by sheer vio­
lence to the text, we are told 
the result is an “undoubtedly 
historical incident.”

Modern scholars may work 
such a miracle, but the cold, 
factual Luke would reject out 
of hand the very thought of it.

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  
A N G E LS

Meanwhile the evangelist, 
soberly and without comment, 
tells us what only the shep­
herds themselves could have re­
ported, namely, that tremen­
dous story of the angels, who 
were apostles before the 
apostles, and appeared to men 
who had become near-heathen 

providing the means for 
others to worship as they never

could—who were men despised 
and rejected as one day Jesus 
v/as to be.

Here, right at the beginning, 
we are given a picture that the 
Cross, some thirty or so years 
later, was to proclaim for ever, 
that God sees and uses and 
cares for those who for others 
become a curse.

And it was these men who 
looked upon a child, and by the 
grace of God saw more than a 
child, and in the glory of what 
they saw, could not restrain 
themselves, but “made known 
the saying which was spoken 
to them about this child.” Thus 
they became the very first mis­
sionaries, the very first of 
Christ’s sacramentalists, t h e  
very first heralds of the Lord 
who to redeem them became 
incarnate.

Lt may be a fine and lovely 
thing this Christmas to rejoice 
in the child of Bethlehem. It is 
but bare and empty folly if 
we see only a charming puppet 
and cease to proclaim that this 
is the Saviour which is Christ 
the Lord.

So the shepherds led us, as 
Chesterton put it with a magic 
that Luke never knew yet ever 
surpassed.

“To the place where God 
was homeless and all men are 
at home.”

f f,O TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND J O T ’
B y  a  S i s t e r  o f  t h e  C o m m u n it y  o f  t h e  H o l y  Na m e

men would sleep in the fields, to God in the highest!’—under

^ H E  ’TWO little angels in the 
shop window were really 

very worried about things; and 
when the nightwatchman had 
done his rounds, they aired 
their grievances.

“Well, I  think it’s just the 
limit,”  said S l l v e r w i n  
They’ve had us here in the 
window since the first week in 
November, and there’s still no 
sign of a Crib anywhere.”

“Yes, I quite agree with you,” 
said Goldentip, “and I ’m ab­
solutely sick of hearing the 
children say, ‘Look, Mum, look 
at the lovely fairies,’ and when 
the grownups start humming 
‘Every little girl would like to 
be the fairy on the Christmas 
tree,’ I can hardly keep my 
wings off them. They ought to 
know at their age that we’re 
angels, Christmas angels, and 
that our proper place is near 

manger, not a Christmas 
tree.”

“The thing that worries me, 
Goldentip, is that most of these 
people don’t seem to know much 
about Christmas at all. They 
talk a lot about Father Christ­
mas and jingle bells and Christ­
mas puddings and Christmas 
presents, and they get so hot 
and bothered rushing around 
doing things that they’ll be 
just about worn out by the time 
Christmas Day arrives. It’s a 
pity they can’t find time to 
think a bit.”

“It seems to me their educa­
tion’s been sadly neglected. Do 
you know I asked our Father 
Christmas in the shop if he 
knew why he’d got bells on his 
Christmas ’Tree, and he couldn’t 
tell me. He said they looked 
pretty and they always had 
them in Christmas decorations. 
The poor old thing didn’t know 
that the bells were ringing for 
joy, because the Lord Christ 
was born ‘on Christmas day in 
the morning!’
“ A ND WHEN I explained this 
- ^ t o  him, he said all that 

sort of thing was out of date 
now. No wonder he looks mis­
erable when he takes off his 
mask and starts growling about 
the way the children grab the 
toys and fight over them. He 
doesn’t get the proper kick out 
of the Christmas season at all, 
does he?”

“I  think we’re growling a bit, 
too,”  said Siiverwing; “perhaps 
things aren’t as bad as we think 
they are. People do love singing 
carols, and there are lots of 
Nativity plays these days. Last 
year, when the firm lent me, 
along with the Christmas de­
corations, for a kindergarten 
party, I watched the children 
acting the Christmas story so 
reverently that I said, ‘Glory

my breath, of course; but I 
meant it. I did wonder, though, 
if all the fathers nd mothers 
who were watching knew what 
it all really meant. It would 
be such a help to them if they 
did.”

“You’re right, my angel- 
friend,”  said a gruff voice from 
behind the Christmas tree. It 
was the nightwatchman, who’d 
been listening to the discussion.

“I saw a most unusual card 
the other day in a shop. The 
background was black, but a 
bright light was shining from 
the manger on a shepherd boy 
and his two wobbly little lambs. 
And this is the verse which was 
written inside;

Yes, here within the manger 
lies

God’s remedy for sin and 
•pain.

Our God Himself in human 
guise

Come to bring man to God 
again.

“■YOU KNOW, and I know,
^  that it’s God own Son lying 

in that manger, with the cold 
draughts coming in through the 
open doorway, and the sounds 
and smells of a stable all round 
Him. The background of the

card was black, black with the 
deep shadows of sin and 
pain, but the Light that shines 
out from that manger can 
bring light into the darkest 
places. I ’ve not always been a 
nightwatchman, you know. I ’ve 
knocked about a bit, and seen a 
good bit of trouble, one way 
and another. We won’t go into 
all that now, but I can tell you 
two young angels that I  for one 
know the real meaning of 
Christmas, thank God!”

“Listen,”  said Silverwing, 
“can you hear that carol? 
Someone must have switched on 
a radiogram. Isn’t it lovely? 
Listen!”

God rest you, merry gentle­
men.

Let nothing you dismay.
Remember Christ our Saviour

Was born on Christmas 
Day,

To save us all from Satan’s 
power.

When we were gone astray:
O tidings of comfort and joy.
“Comfort and joy,” sang the 

little angels, and the deep voice 
of the nightwatchman echoed 
through the empty building, 
“Comfort and joy, O tidings of 
comfort and joy !”

BOOK REVIEW

TOPICAL PROBLEMS
t h e  AUSTRALIAN CHURCH 

QUARTERLY, October, 1955.

T h e  Editorial analyses the 
deliberations of “General 

Synod and the Constitution”
with informed acumen. In 
illustration we quote, "permis­
sion is at last given for experi­
ment to be made with the lit­
urgy, under episcopal approval, 
without the threat of legal 
action for dissidents using the 
secular courts’ cxirrent interpre­
tation of the property trusts 
to freeze the Church’s liturg­
ical life at the point where the 
receding tide of the evangelical 
movement left it at the early 
nineteenth century.”

In “Convocation and South 
India” the Editor would seem 
to be satisfied “ that the Eng­
lish Chiurch is quite unprepared 
to take any action which 
would prejudice her acceptance 
of the Catholic doctrine that 
the minister of the Eucharist 
is a priest ordained by a bishop 
standing in the Apostolic suc­
cession.”

In the articles “Christology of 
St. John” by Canon A. L. Shar- 
wood, “ Images of the Holy 
Spirit”  by the Reverend L. E. 
W. Renfrey, “Thoughts after 
Evanston”  by the Reverend T. 
B. McCall, “The Apostolic Min­
istry” by the Reverend E. C.

Rowland, “Anglo - Catholicism 
and Architecture” by the Rev­
erend D. J. F. Williams, we have 
competent thought “ styled in 
the modern manner.”  Very 
useful. The mixed bag of re­
views is satisfying.

The Australian Church Quar­
terly is dirt cheap at 10/- (12/6 
including Church Union mem­
bership) payable to the treas­
urer at All Saints’ Church, 
Wickham Terrace, Brisbane.

—W.A.B.

S IL V E R  JU B IL E E  O F  
B R O T H E R H O O D

F rom  a  S p e cia l  C orrespondeni 
The Reverend W. Weston, 

Rector of Adamstown, Diocese 
cf Newcastle, went to Mel­
bourne in order to take part in 
the Silver Jubilee celebrations 
of the Brotherhood of S. Laur­
ence, which was founded in 
Adamstown 25 years ago.

He officially opened S. 
Stephen’s House at Carrum 
Downs, which is to be used to 
accommodate f r i e n d s  and 
voluntary workers.

He also celebrated in the 
sanctuary of the newly-con­
structed Community Centre at 
8 a.m. on Sunday. Archdeacon 
G. T. Sambell and the Reverend 
Kennedy TMIker being deacon 
and sub-deacon respectively.
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WATERPROOF 

SHOCKPROOF 

INCA-BLOC 

ANTI-MAGNETIC

ALSO AVAILABLE IN 
AUTOMATIC MODELS

r o a m e r
SWISS MADE

THE WORLD’S MOST WANTED WATCH

D oes God W ant Y ou  To B e  A  
Full-Tim e Y outh  W o rh er?
PRACTICAL TRAINING IS AVAILARLE 

A NEW TWO-YEAR (Fall-time)

CHRISTIAN YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING COURSE

w ill c o m m e n ce  in M A R C H , 1 9 5 6 , a t the

C.E.N.E.F. (CHURCH OF ENGLAND) 
MEMORIAL YOUTH CENTRE, SYDNEY
•  Fees moderate •  Emphasis on practical work •  Accom­
modation available to students •  Part-time employment 

arranged.
Apply in writing to the SUPERVISOR OF STUDIES, C.E.N.E.F. 
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SERVICE TRANSPORT CO.
PT Y . LTD.

Customs, Shipping and Cartage.

17 8  CL AR EN CE STREET, SY D N E Y
— “ WE DELIVER ANYWHERE" —

RICHARDSON & WRENCH LTD.
A Y am e Synonym ous with  
the highest Traditions o f R eal 
Estate P ra ctice  since 18S 8.

92 PITT ST., SYDNEY
P h on e ; BL 3051

Service in the truest sense of the word at a time when it is 
most needed.

W O O D  C O F F I L L  L T D .

Funeral D irectors
HEAD OFFICE; 8 1 0  GEORGE STREET, SY D N EY

'Phone: BA 4611 (6 lines).
Branches in oil Suburbs — Agencies in Every State
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AFTER THE DELUGE
B y  Ca n o n  Ja m e s  B e n s o n

rpH E MOST amazing of all 
the amazing happenings 

during the war in New Guinea 
—my own adventures, I mean, 
as a prisoner-of-war between 
1942 and 1945 — was to come 
back and find the Church at 
Gona stronger than ever.

All history, and my own ex­
perience, ought to have settled 
all my fears, I know; but I 
could not more than faintly 
hope that they had stood firm; 
that pathetic little church of a 
hundred and fifty souls, so new 
bom, and under such an 
8,valanche of hate and war, at 
Gona.

Imagine then my joy when, 
prison camps and cells, and the 
incessant nightmarish bom­
bardments from friends being 
over, to find that only one man 
had returned to his heathen 
ways. That, far from there 
being nothing to come home to 
at Gona, there was much, 
gloriously much, to make one’s 
heart sing for joy.

There were doctors to see in 
Sydney, and dentists to plague 
one—and eyes, of course, eyes, 
for beri-beri can be blinding; 
and the left eye" was quite a 
black-out, and the right a mat­
ter of spots. My P.o.W. stories 
really do not belong here, but 
I  will allow myself this one.

When, towards the end of the 
war, in the Ramale Valley Con­
centration Camp, it appeared I 
was going blind, the good Dr. 
Schuy, of the Sacred Heart 
Mission, worked what was cer­
tainly a minor miracle; though 
at the time it looked like a bit 
of jiggery-pokery to me.

With a large hypodermic he 
took about half a cupful of 
blood from a big vein in the left 
arm, and straightway injected 
it intramuscularly into the 
right buttock and the same 
with the right arm and the left 
buttock.

A few days later, and the 
world on the left began again 
to come to light; that lovely 
world; so he did the trick again, 
then a third time, he took 
blood from the arm, and with­
in a fortnight one saw life al­
most whole again, and abso­
lutely “coleur de rose,”  though 
it was a concentration camp.

The doctor warned me, how­
ever, that it could only be a 
temporary good, until we could 
get the necessary food to make 
up the vitamin deficiency.

EYE TREATM ENT
Apparently it was a treat­

ment Doctor Schuy had work­
ed out successfully in various 
eye conditions, and which had 
been submitted to the authori­
ties of the Bayer Organisation 
before the war and was now an 
accepted method; though it 
looked very like a sort o f biolo­
gical conjuring trick to me, 
when he first suggested it.

Well there I  was in Sydney, 
and soon the doctors had me 
taking great doses of Abidon 
which, stinking to high heaven 
like stale Marmite or old cab­
bage, soon filled my world again 
with the blessed light; save 
for a few spots, "floaters,” 
which will be with me to the 
end of the chapter.

From there, in due course, the 
circle swung back to New 
Guinea, and I  reached Gona 
again on August 23, 1946, four 
years and one month after the 
deluge.

Our dear old mission ship, 
the Maclaren King, had been 
taken Over by the army during 
the war, and left a wreck on a 
reef somewhere between Port 
Moresby and Abau, on tne 
south coast. So we were re­
duced to a converted trawler 
which the bishop had dedicated 
S. Laurence, and there we were 
off Gona.

For the homecoming, I 
naturally put on a nice clean 
White shirt; and I  remember 
watching it, in between the vill­
ages, as I made progress from 
the landing place at Basabuga, 
through to Taribosusu, then on 
to Gombe, Banumo, Beporo, 
about two miles in aH. The 
crowds of delighted friends af­
fectionately strc*ed and 
smelled—yes, smelled—^around 
my shoulders and arms.

The "Ah gee!” , "Whurrie!” , 
"A1 Yea,”  and strokings and 
smellings were repeated a hun­
dred times ^ a in . So that

This is the first story in the series of Canon Benson’s 
stories dealing with the post-war period of the New Guinea 
Mission when he returned to his mission station at Gona 
after the Japanese invasion.

The second story on Christian Co-operatives will appear 
next week.

quickly the white passed 
through all the pastel shades of 
buff and putty, and oyster grey, 
to lead colour.

Streaks of vermilion came 
into the colotu scheme, too, for 
there were dancers getting into 
their paint and feathers; and 
by the time I reached Jambura- 
dari, the site of the old mission 
station, you would not have 
known the shirt had ever been 
white.

It was all most moving and 
strengthening. Actually, of 
course, I was not thinking of 
the shirt at all; who could, or 
would, on such a day?

WELCOME SMELL
Everybody, of course, has his 

or her particular smell; and 
mine, apparently, I was given 
to tmderstand, was a particu­
larly welcome one.

What is especially relevant 
tc this story is that Piumba 
was there, and dear Kivia and 
old Evia and Aiga and Koba 
and Gau and Amboi, but 
Patari and Ingaba had died 
during the war; worn out with

the years; and after all their 
fighting record, they had gone 
out in the midst of a war in 
which they could find no place.

Neither, did it seem, would it 
be easy for me to find my place 
in the inconceivable ruin which 
the war had left behind. What 
can the Church do with bomb 
craters, shell-holes and slit 
trenches; with trunks of coco­
nut trees and wrecked trucks, 
and planes, as a top dressing?

But the dear folk had begun 
to build me a house so soon as 
they heard I was alive and com­
ing back; and there it stood, a 
lovely thing of 12 Bindorah 
posts, with the relevant under­
stumps, bearers, joists, wall- 
plates, rafters, purlins and 
ridge pole, of a nice four- 
roomed house. Half the roof 
was on, and- four days later, 
having dug a well—shaving 
neither Iron for catchment nor 
tank for storage of water—we 
went into residence: Raymond 
and Lindsay (sons of old Koba) 
and Kipling and I.

The roof of Slsoro (plaited 
sago leaf) was finished in a few

days—plenty of helpers—and 
we fashioned steps back and 
front, for we were raised five 
feet from the ground. Also in 
about a week the whole floor 
was d wn. Miraculously most 
of it of sawn hardwood from 
the ruins of the old native hos­
pital, across Kikirl Creek, a 
hundred yards away. When the 
hardwood gave out we used 
Gobora, the strong black palm, 
split.

They had built a church at 
Gomberu, alongside Gona vill­
age, two miles to the west; and 
another at Garara, two and a 
half miles to the east. The 
soldiers had helped to build 
that one, so we decided to set 
up an altar on the front veran­
dah of the house for daily ser­
vices, but to alternate be­
tween the two churches on 
Simdays.

Then Father Lester Raurela 
came. He was priested at 
Dogura during the war. An un­
identified plane over the 
cathedral during the ordination 
service caused some apprehen­
sion, so indeed is Father Lester 
evidence in person that the 
Church in New Guinea carried 
on during the war.

And, imless we were away at 
Ambasi or along the rivers, 
there could be a service at each 
church on Sunday.

CHRISTMAS GIVES THE ANSWER
B y  THE B is h o p  o f  B a l l a r a t , t h e  R ig h t  R e v e r e n d  W . H . Jo h n s o n  

“ I f  I were asked to select the m ost significant and noticeable feature o f  
the last decade I would choose the spirit o f  enquiry about life  itself.”

This statement was made by 
the Bishop of London, Dr. Wil­
liam Wand, in an address at 
the Guild Hall prior to his 
retirement a few weeks ago.

I am writing these words at 
the conclusion of a long jour­
ney through the Western part 
of the Diocese. At different 
stages of the journey I had in­
teresting experiences which 
would seem to corroborate Dr. 
Wand’s statement.

Firstly, I  stayed in the home 
of a medical man. My host 
had saved for me a copy of 
Punch because it contained 
half a dozen coloured pictures, 
each of which was a pungent 
commentary on modern life. 
The doctor suggested that I 
might find them useful as the 
basis of a course of sermons.

In a style, partly humorous 
and partly grotesque, the pic­
tures portrayed people baffled, 
bewildered, thwarted, and frus­
trated. In the first picture 
there was a procession of people 
of all types, classes and occu­
pations.

They were obviously search­
ing for a meaning and purpose 
in life. But they were meeting 
with no success. They were 
going round and round in a 
circle within the walls of a 
prison which represented a 
materialistic view of life.

SCIENTISTS
They were getting nowhere. 

’This was clear from a study of 
the rest of the pictures. Such, 
Punch, would seem to suggest, 
is modern life.

Secondly, I met two Vicars 
from another State. One of 
them told me that he is Presi­
dent of a Men’s Society, the 
members of which are leading 
professional and business men. 
It is a non-church society. The 
purpose of the members is to 
confer together on life’s mean­
ing, aims, and problems. One 
o f  the members is a scientist 
and explorer whose reputation 
is world-wide.

’The Vicar told me that he 
regarded it as an indication of 
the trend among the leading 
thinkers of the world to-day 
that it was this scientist and 
explorer who always spoke in 
a way that revealed a convic­
tion that life could not be 
satisfying if looked at solely in 
the cold light of scientific 
experiment and achievement; 
nor could it be understood if 
measured solely by materialis­
tic standards.

’There are, he insists, moral 
and spiritual factors which

give life its significance and 
momentum.

Thirdly, I called at a Ser­
vice Station for petrol. ’The 
man who served me was not 
content with conversation on 
superficial lines about the wea­
ther, the state of the roads, or 
miles to the gallon. He plunged 
straight into the question of 
the meaning and purpose of 
life. I  was with him for a long 
time.

“ BEW ILDERED”
He did not idle on his work. 

He attended to my car, and 
served other customers but he 
continued to talk to me as he 
did so.

He told me that five years 
of war left him bewildered and 
broken. He was in continual 
puzzlement over the questions: 
Why are we here? Where are 
we going? Is there any 
meaning and purpose in life? 
Where are we to find satisfac­
tion for the deep longings and 
instincts of our mind and 
heart and soul?

He told me that before the 
War he lived without religious 
faith or practice. He had no 
philosophy of life. It was 
while he was in this state that 
the War hit him. His bewil­
derment led to a complete 
breakdown.

It was far past closing time 
when he completed his story. 
The heat of a scorching sun 
was giving way to the fresh, 
invigorating air of a peaceful 
and very lovely evening as he 
described to me the way in 
which he climbed out of the 
pit of scorching despair to the 
tranquil “peace that passeth 
understanding.” He told me 
that he had found a philosophy 
of life. It was based upon 
the two fundamental obliga­
tions of man: Duty to God, and 
Duty to our Neighbour.

T W O  DUTIES
Here is a man who has dis­

covered the basis of the reli­
gious faith and practice taught 
by Him whose coming to this 
world we honour on Christmas 
Day. Furthermore, here is a 
man whose experience shoiild 
help us to understand that the 
fact for which Christmas stands 
gives the answer to the deep 
longings and instincts of man’s 
mind and heart and soul.

If I  were asked to give a 
quotation that sums up the 
true meaning of Christmas, I 
would select these words of the 
Apostle Paul:

"God, Who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to

give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ.”

I  started this article by 
quoting words of the Bishop of 
London. Let me now quote the 
words in which Dr. Wand said 
farewell to his beloved Diocese. 
These are they:

“We have the answer, and it 
is our business to give people 
that answer. The one thing of 
real importance is to open 
people’s eyes, to make them see 
Jesus, to behold Him standing 
there in all His beauty and 
power, and to lead them to Him. 
We most take their hands and 
pot them in the hands of 
Christ, so that He may lead 
them through the dark and 
labyrinthine way.”

Jesus Christ, whose coming 
into the world we commemor­
ate on Christmas Day, stands 
with hands outstretched in 
invitation to all men as he de­
clares:

" /  am the Light of the World. 
He that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness but shall have 
the Light of Life.”

C H A L L E N G E  T O  
C H U R C H  

O N  I M M I G R A N T S
Church Information Service 

London, November 28 
The Bishop of Antigua, 

West Indies, the Bight Rev­
erend D. R. Knowles, speak­
ing at the London Diocesan 
Conference last week, chal­
lenged English Church people 
On their “coldness” to West 
Indian immigrants.
“Your churches are cold,” he 

said, “not only physically, but 
because the people seemed un­
friendly to the demonstrative 
West Indians.”

’The majority of them were 
already Church people, but his 
great fear was that they would 
be disillusioned: “I fear this 
more than anything else.”

If they came to Church in 
England and found very little 
fellowship, or were made to feel 
conspicuous, or if they found 
very small congregations, they 
would not come again; and 
going back home might influ­
ence their families against the 
Church, the bishop said.

The challenge was not to 
convert the West Indians, but 
to bring them into the Chris­
tian fellowship.

“I  do beg the pecgile of this 
country to do what they can 
to save the West Indians for 
the Church.”

T h e r e  a r e  n o

B E T T E R  C E I L I N G S !

Wunderlich Metal Ceilings are renowned, not only for 
their beauty of design, but because they are truly 
permanent and trouble free. Decide now on INEX­
PENSIVE Wunderlich Metal Ceilings—Ceilings that•  LAST A  LIFETIME •  SELDOM NEED REPAINTING•  DO NOT STAIN OR CRACK •  NEED NO REPAIRS 
Ideal also for covering over faulty or dilapidated

ceilings in old homes.
Ask ypur local hardware merchani, 'phone MX 2411 or 
write to Wnnderiieh Limited, Dept. M, Box 474| G.P.O.. 
Sydney, for prices and illustrated catalogue.

S. T. NOAD & SON 
ORGAN BUILDERS

Tuners and Repairers Sydney Tawn Holl Organ. (50 yrs. exp.)
•  Organs of Distinction, with Fine Tone and Superb 'Craftsmanship.
•  Straight or Extension to any Specification.
•  Reconstructions.
•  Repairs.
•  Mokitenance'.
•  Any Class Organ.

17 CREEWOOD STREET, CONCORD
'PHONES: PRIVATE, UM6559; WORKS, YX2284.

WINGS OF MERCY
B.C.A. Flying Medical Service's Aeroplanes fly an 
average of 400 hours each year on mercy flights. 
Each hour costs £10.

Will you give: £1 for 6 minutes?
10/- ,, 3 minutes?

5/- „  1  ̂ minutes?

Send your gift to BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY  
CHURCH HOUSE, GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY,

or Bible House, Flinders Lone, Melbourne.

Insure with
THE SOUTH BRITISH insurance Co. IM.
tor all Fire, Morine and Accident covers ond 

ensure prompt settlement of your claims.
SYDNEY BRANCH—

CNR. HUNTER AND O'CONNELL STREETS.
Represented in Country Centres 
and Branches in oil States.

Remember. . .
S H E L L E Y ’ S

Fam ous D rinks
Orange Delite, Lemon Delite, Lemonade, Kola, etc., for all 

Occosions.'Phone: LA 5461 (four lines).
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F O R  J A P A N
The “Living Church”  Service 

I Milwaukee, December 5
Miss Mariko Kobayashi, of 

Kobe, Japan, is returning to 
Japan to be head of the Girls’ 
Friendly Society at the new 
youth centre in Osaka.

For the last few months Miss 
Kobayashi has been working in 
the national headquarters of 
the society in New York City.

Here on a Woman’s Auxiliary 
Scholarship, she spent a year 
at S. Margaret’s House, Ber­
keley, California, and the past 
summer as a counsellor in 
Church camps in New Jersey 
and New Hampshire.

She is a graduate of S. Agnes’ 
School in Kyoto, Japan.

The Girls’ Friendly Society, 
now numbering eight groups in 
the island, was started there 35 
years ago, and until recently 
claimed only one group, at S. 
Agnes’.

S. Andrew’s 
Cathedral

School. 
Sydney

Pounded 1886 
PRIMARK a N n 
SECONDARV DAY 

SCHOOL FOB 
BOYS

Language, Technical and Business 
Courses Provided.

Stafl oi Trained Teachers and 
Graduates

Choral Training undei 
MR. KENNETH LONG.

M.A.. MUS.B.. F.R.C.O., A.D.C.M.
Cathedral Organist and Master OJ 

the Choristers.
The School now has accommoda 
tion for an additional 40 boys whi 
want to pursue the genera' 
courses apart from music or 

choral training 
Fees Moderate. 

Scholarship for Choristers.
Poi furthei particulars, apply to 

the Headmaster.
The Reverend M. C. Newth. 

B.A., Th.L.Minot Canon ol the Cathedral 
Telephones-

MA 7836, M 3774, JW 3094, UL 1348.

Claremont College
A CHURCH OF ENGLAND  

SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
30 COOGEE BAY ROAD, 

RANDWICK, N.S.W.
Kindergarten to Matriculation. 
Special attention given to Sport 

and Physical Culture. 
Reduced Fees for Daughters 

of the Clergy. 
Headmistress,

. MISS HELEN G. WEDD,B.A., Dip.Ed.
Tel.; FX4217.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND  
GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
MORPETH, N.S.W.

The Country Boarding School for 
Boys.

Registered under the Bursary 
Endowment Act.

Chairman of the Council: The 
Right Reverend the Bishop of 

Newcastle.
Full curriculum from Primary to 
Matriculation, including an Agri­
cultural course. Music, Art and 
Dramatic work fostered, and good 
facilities for cricket, football and 

athletics.
The School has over 90 acres of 

grounds and: playing fields. 
Boys accepted from the age of 

seven years.
Illustrated prospectus on applica­

tion to:
R. BRENDON GARNER, B.A., 

post grad. (Oxon.).
The Headmaster:

S. CATHERINE'S  
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, 

W AVERLEY
Established in the Anglican 

tradition for 99 years. 
Situated 5 miles from Sydney, 
overlooking the sea and in exten­

sive grounds.
Ideal boarding conditions for 

country girls.
Modern additions to buildings and 

equipment.

MISS D. P. PATTERSON, B.Sc.

Joseph Medcalf
Funeral D irectors

Head Office:
172 Redfern Street, Redfern. 

Telephones:
MX 2315. LL^328 (Sydney).

THE CHRIST OF THE GOSPELS
’’pH E  TROUBLE is that while 
-*■ very few people read the 

Gospels nowadays, practically 
everybody has the feeling that 
he has read them. The result 
is that in the generality of 
minds there is a picture of 
Christ which is almost a carica­
ture, and there if an idea of the 
kind of religion Christ taught 
which is very close to a travesty, 
and I think most men feel that 
the caricature and the travesty 
are things that they got from 
the Gospels, whereas, in fact, 
nothing could be further from 
the truth.

Take the picture first. I 
think almost all men, if they 
tried to give you their notion 
of the kind ol person Christ is, 
would eliminate every element 
in his character, save kindness. 
They’ve made him simply kind 
and nothing else.

I .think if you want to get 
close to it; you take the hymn 
which begins: “Gentle Jesus, 
Meek and Mild”—a very beauti­
ful hymn when it was written, 
and obviously very suitable for 
children to sing—but if you add 
together the adjectives, “gentle,” 

meek” and “mild,” they do not 
add up to the kind of person 
you would want in emergency.

Indeed, you’d hardly want a 
person of that description on a 
picnic. It seems to mean a nice 
kind of man who could be 
shoved around, and this picture 
certainly doesn’t come from the 
Gospels.

It would absolutely stun, for 
instance, the Syro-Phoenician 
woman to whom Christ Our 
Lord said: “It is not right to 
take the bread of the children 
and give it to the dogs.” And 
it would seem a kind of wry 
jest to the Pharisees to whom 
Our Lord said: “You serpents, 
you generation of vipers, how 
shall you escape the damna­
tion of he; ?”

TNDEED, if you had nothing 
but S. Matthew’s Gospel, you 

might easily overlook the fact 
that the^e is love in Christ’s 
character at all. The picture 
that first Gospel gives is so very 
terrifying.

But even if you begin, as I 
hope newcomers to Gospel read­
ing will begin, with S. Luke, 
and then go on to S. Matthew, 
S. Mark and S. John, it still 
remains that the total picture 
of Christ, although you will 
feel that there is love in it, is 
primarily a picture ol strength, 
determination with love, as it 
were, a kind of glow upoi. that 
very strong background.

You’ll find for instance, that 
Christ Our Lord had compas­
sion on the multitude, you’ll find 
that children were drawn to 
him, you’ll find that he died 
for the love of mankind, but in 
his ordinary daily dealings with 
men. He is at the very remot­
est possible pole from senti­
mentality.

He hardly ever says a kind 
word to an individual, his tone 
is almost entirely matter of fact, 
realistic, occasionally lull of 
rebuke, and he shows from 
time to time hat he is capable 
of almost blinding anger, and 
that one way or another you 
have to deal with a Yery com­
plex character with whom love 
is at first sight, at your first 
reading of the Gospels, rather 
an occasional luxury than a 
permanent state. Certainly 
there is not a hint in Christ, 
as you meet him in the Gospels, 
of simply melting softness.
lyONETHELESS, if you give 

yourself the opportunity ol 
meeting Our Lord again and 
again in the Gospels, I  think 
the proportions begin to change 
and you see that the strength 
and the love in His character 
are in a sense evenly matched, 
and that the love is all the more 
love because of the intense 
strengt.'i : -ut goes with it.

Obviously, the whole purpose 
of reading the Gospels is to 
meet Christ, and no man can 
meet Christ through “.ny other 
man. 1 cannot give you such 
intlmac.7 .  th Christ a; I  have, 
you have to get your own. You 
will get it through these four 
men who wrote the Gospels, the 
four men who really knew 
Christ as He lived and moved 
among men, but as you meet

B y  Fr a n k  Sh e e d
Him there, you can drop all 
this picture of gentleness, meek­
ness, mildness and nothing else.

But also you will find that 
you are learning a good deal 
more about a gieat many 
things. You are learning, of 
course, great deal more about 
Christ by meeting Him steadily 
as He was seen by the men with 
whom He lived, and with whom 
He moved about. You’ll find 
that you are learning a great 
deal more about love and the 
phrase: “Love strong as death,” 
begins io take oh a new mean­
ing, but not only that, you’ll 
find that you are learning a 
great deal more about God.

For if, no matter how devout 
a man may be, he believes in 
a God, who never did become 
man, take on our nature, live 
and move among us, then he 
may know a great deal about 
God, as God is infinite, God is 
all powerful, God is majestic, 
God is eternal, but all this sort 
of knowledge of God is just a 
little bit remote because we our­
selves have no experience of 
being any of those things, but 
once we realise that Christ Our 
Lord is God, and that He can 
now be seen in our nature doing 
the things that we have to do, 
obeying His parents, paying 
taxes, for instance, putting up 
with insults, suffering hunger 
and thirst, then we get a 
new measure, so to speak, of 
God.

YXIE HAVE in our own experl- 
’ ’  ence a measuring rod by 

which we can get a khid of feel­
ing about God-made-man that 
the most pious man cannot get 
if he does not know the truth 
about the God-made-man.

If you think of God simply 
dwelling in eternity, t h e r e  
must be an element ol majesty 
predominant to the point where 
it can arouse something very 
close certainly to awe, possibly 
even terror. I think it is the 
experience of mankind that 
those who do thus believe in a 
god remote from the earth have 
very largely been afraid of their 
god, and I imagine the Apostles 
must have been in something 
the same state as the / began to 
meet God-made-man, but at the 
end of their three years’ experi­
ence, the Apostle whom Christ 
loved best, S. John, was able to 
make that most extraordinary 
combination of two luminous 
truths into a third truth of quite 
blinding luminousness.

For S. John knew that Christ 
was God, and S. John had dis­
covered by that three years’ 
companionship with Him that 
Christ was Love, and he was 
able to combine these two 
truths in the phrase; “God is 
Love,” which you’ll find in his 
first Epistle, which is almost the 
cardinal phrase of the relation 
of man to God at the very 
highest point it can reach.
T THINK if we read the Gos­

pels in that sense, deter­
mined to find the Christ that 
is actually there, we will find 
ourselves moving very much 
through the experience that led 
S. John to make that amazing 
combination of truths into the 
supreme truth about God. ,

I  have said that in the 
generality of men’s minds there 
is a picture of Christ Our Lord 
which is something of a carica­
ture, and at the same time I 
said that there wa.s t. view of 
Our Lord’s religious teaching 
which was very close to a 
travesty. The travesty arises 
from precisely the same process 
which produced the caricature I 
have been describing, namely, 
the concentration of every­
thing upon one element in the 
picture as though it were the 
whole picture.

In the matter of Christ’s 
personality, everything was 
concentrated upon kindness to 
the exclusion of everything 
else. In the picture men have 
formed of what Christ Our Lord 
taught, there is a concentration 
upon a different kind of ele­
ment, but still a concentration 
which produces the same kind 
of distortion.

I think if you were to ask any 
hundred men you met what 
phrases of the Gospel about 
Christ they remembered, I do 
not think there’s much doubt 
that two phrases would be re-

Xhis article was origin­
ally delivered as a talk in 
the series “Plain Christian­
ity,”  over the A.B.C., by 
whose kind permission it 
now appears in The Angli­
can.

The author is a well- 
known English Roman Cath­
olic layman who recorded 
this talk while on a lecture 
tour in Australia. It is 
printed here in response to 
many requests.

membered by almost all of 
them. One is the phrase: “Love 
your neighbour as yourself” : the 
other is the phrase: “Peace on 
earth, goodwill towards men.”

'^ H IS  second phrase was not 
said by Christ but a'oout Him 

by the angels, but it does repre­
sent an enormously important 
element in what Our Lord came 
to teach, what He came to do, 
but yo. will observe that each 
of these two phrases: “Love 
your neighbour as yourself”  and 
“Peace on earth, goodwill to­
wards men” is the second state­
ment, nd each of them is pre­
ceded by one immeasurably 
more import" which has 
largely been forgotten.

Before they said: “Peace on 
earth, goodwill towards men,” 
the angels sang; “Glory to God 
in the highest,” and before Our 
Lord said; “Love your neigh­
bour as yourself,” he said; 
“’Thou Shalt love the Lord thy 
God with thy whole mind, thy 
whole soul, thy whole strength.”

I think it is a fascinating 
commentary upon what is hap­
pening in the religious mind of 
to-day that men should so 
wholly have concentrated upon 
the two phrases that to Our 
Lord are secondary, and regard 
his primary as though it were 
a kind of secondary that religion 
consists in loving one’s neigh­
bour, spreading peace and good­
will, and that the special 
adoration of God which for 
Christ Our Lord meant every­
thing is really very much a 
matter of individual tempera­
ment.

The result is that you have a

AN UNUSUAL 
SERVICE

G U Y R A  P A R I S H  

F E S T I V A L
From Our Own Correspondent 

Armidale, December 13 
Guyra parish church was 

crowded on Sunday with a 
record congregation attend­
ing the annual parish festi­
val.
From many district centres 

parishioners came to enjoy the 
occasion which began with 
Festal Evensong.

The service was conducted 
by the vicar, the Reverend R. 
Kirby, and the sermon was 
preached by the bishop, the 
Right Reverend J. S. Moyes. 
The lessons were read by Mr. 
E. Cullen and Mr. M. Ewing.

S. Peter’s Cathedral Choir 
from Armidale attended, and 
sang “All in an April Evening” 
and Herrick’s Carol as an­
thems, conducted by Mrs. L. 
Poggioli. Mr. R. W. Hudson 
was at the organ.

CRUCIFIX
During the service the bishop 

dedicated a crucifix above the 
pulpit given ' in memory of 
Barbara June Parsons, a form­
er chorister, who died on Festi­
val day last year.

The service ended with a 
brief ceremony of commemor­
ation in the church grounds 
around the foundation stone 
set 42 years ago by the late 
Bishop Cooper, Bishop of 
Armidale and Grafton.

The festival continued with 
afternoon tea in the grounds, 
the showers making a well 
timed break in their day long 
persistence to allow the tea 
party to be held in sunshine.

Assisting at the festival for 
the first time were the Guyra 
Boys’ Model Band, conducted 
by Mr. G. Prance.

kind of Christianity frequently 
to be found, and found in very 
good people, which reduces 
Christianity to social service, 
philanthropy, kindness to one 
another, with hymns and scrip­
ture reading added to taste, or 
if taste requires, omitted, people 
feeling that the essential has 
been provided in the love for 
our fellow man, and this is as 
far removed from the mind of 
Christ as anything could 
possibly be.

To H'm our relation to God 
was primary, and without a 
right relation to God we could 
not even have a right relation 
to man. Unless we love God, 
the chances are we would not 
love man, unless we listened to 
God we would not know howto 
treat man. For Christ, as I say, 
invariably the relationship to 
God is the primary matter; and 
it is, as I have said, a travesty 
of His teaching for us to make 
the secondary, important as it
is, take the place of the totality 
of His teaching.

We need the whole Christ, 
and nothing less than that 
whole Christ will suffice us, and 
when He says that His meat. 
His food, ij to do the will of 
Him that sent Him, He says; 
“Seek you first the kingdom of 
God,” and all these other 
things, earthly happiness and 
the rest, will be added unto 
you. He is stating precisely 
what He stands for religiously.

Now this other view of 
religion as social service, as' 
kindness, as love of one an­
other, is in its own way a mag­
nificent thing, but it cuts out 
what, throughout the ages, 
through all the history of man­
kind has been the essentially 
religious thing, namely, the 
sense that in entering into 
religion, in embracing a religion, 
we were being initiated into 
divine mysteries. There are no 
divine mysteries in the religion 
of social service, but Christ Our 
Lord’s teaching is sparkling 
and glowing with divine mystery 
all the time.

ly ro w  THIS concentration
’  upon the secondary element 

in Our Lord’s teaching, the ele­
ment that the Gospels show to 
be secondary, has had one 
result which is worth a passing 
comment.

It is because of it that people 
can rank Christianity with the 
other world religions and regard 
it very much as a matter of 
taste which you prefer, that 
Buddha, Mohammed, Confucius 
and Lao Tse, just to take a 
handful, are very much in the 
same line as Christ, and if you 
treat Christianity as consisting 
of only its secondary elements 
there 4s naturally a good deal 
of resemblance between Chris­
tianity and Hinduism, Buddh­
ism and Lao Tse, Shinto, any 
of the great world religions, for 
after all it would be difficult to 
conceive one of the world re­
ligions which did not have a 
good deal to say about mercy 
and compassion and about our 
duty to our fellow men, and on 
that side Christianity, reduced 
to that minor although enor­
mously important element in
it, is comparable with the 
others.

But if you come to the ele­
ments which to Christ our Lord 
came first, then the comparison 
vanishes at once. You can find 
in all these other world religious 
phrases similar to this, loving 
one’s neighbour, the notion of 
peace on earth, goodwill to­
wards men, but in none of the 
world religions will you find 
anything at all comparable to 
Our Lord’s phrase “I am the 
Resurrection and the Life” . . . 
“I am the Way, the Truth and 
the Life” . “No man cometh 
unto the Father but by Me,”
. . . the astonishing phrase 
“Unless you s h a l l  eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink His Blood you will not 
have life in you.”

It is not even conceivable 
that Buddha could have said 
that or Mohammed or Con­
fucius, or Lao Tse . . .  or any 
of them. This is something 
peculiar to Christ. And the 
greatest phrase of all, “I  and 
the Father are One,” is quite 
sufficient to put a problem be­
fore you.

Do you really want a religion

like other religions, but appeal­
ing to you more because of cer­
tain elements in the character 
of the founder . . .  or do you 
want the religion of Christ 
Himself, in which social ser­
vice is second and the deeply 
mysterious truths about God 
are the primary thing, the real 
food of the soul?

Now I certainly don’t want 
to criticise the religion of social 
service. If iny man believes 
that that is what religion is 
then obviously he must follow 
his own particular gleam, but 
he must not speak of his re­
ligion then as though it were 
Christ’s. He must not say that 
he will select the elements in 
Christ’s teaching which seem to 
him significant and dismiss 
what seems to Christ primary 
as being simply the mark of 
the first century mind which we 
have outgrown.

VWE CAN only be Christians 
”  if we are determined to find 

every word that Christ uttered 
and make that word our own. 
We cannot be Christians, how­
ever noble our religicm may be 
in itself if we produce a religion 
of Christ’s secondary state­
ments which would have 
seemed to Him simply pro­
fanity.

What I am urging then is 
that we should settle down to 
the reading of the Gospels as 
we perhaps have never read 
them before, determined to 
meet the Christ who is "actually 
presented to us there, deter­
mined to hear every word he 
says and dismiss nothing be­
cause it doesn’t appeal par­
ticularly to ourselves.

Above all we must not so read 
the Gospels, so read the teach­
ing of Christ, that we concen­
trate upon the kind of things, 
noble as they may be, which we 
might have said ourselves and 
ignore the things that only 
God-made-man could have said. 
I did mention above one of 
these great sayings of Our Lord, 
which I should like to look at 
now in conclusion in slightly 
more detail.

Our Lord says: “I am the 
Way and the Truth and 
the Life.” Let us concentrate 
on the third of those phrases, 
“I am the Life.” The trouble is 
again that even those who do 
read the Gospels regularly may 
have fallen into a kind of rou­
tine way of reading which in 
some cases amounts to little 
better than a state of pious 
coma in which edification is 
coming through taut no particu­
lar meanings.

But 11 we are reading these 
phrases ol Our Lord knowing 
that He meant every word to 
register, that every word had 
its own function, then I think 
we will be astonished at one 
word in that phrase, “I am the 
Life,” and that is the word 
“am.”  We might have expected 
our Lord to say, “I have the 
Life,”  in which case our reply 
would have been, ‘"Then Please, 
Lord, give it to us,” but He 
doesn’t say, “I have the Life.”

J J E  SAYS “I am the Life” and 
that being so the only thing 

we can . possibly say is then 
“Please, Lord, live in us.” But 
once we have said that we have 
committed ourselves to a view 
of Christianity which is going 
to make the most enormous de­
mands—it Christ is to live in 
the Christian in even a pale 
shadow of the way which 
caused S. Paul to cry out: “I 
live, yet now not I, but Christ 
liveth in me.”

If Christ is to live in us as 
totally as that, or even begin 
to live in us like that, then we 
ourselves are going to be largely 
transformed, and it we are to 
be transformed, in that way 
then it is obviously a matter of 
the first importance for us to 
know who it is that is going to 
transform us, into what likeness 
we are going to be changed, and 
that means once again that we 
must come to know Christ our 
Lord, know him as closely and 
as intimately as we may here 
below, which means that we 
must read the Gospels.

No studies of Christ since can 
replace the experiences ol the 
men who knew Him.
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A U ST R A LIA N  C O LLEG E D A Y  O F  C H A L L E N G E ’ ’
OF THEOLOG Y

CLASS LISTS FOR 1955
I N  R H O D E S IA

ASSOCIATE IN 
TH EOLOG Y ( T h .A .)  

All Three Classes in Order 
o f Merit 

First Class:
Lupton, Margaret Vivian, 

Newcastle, England; ‘ Mossop, 
John Ronayne, Melbourne; 
"Pace, Mrs. Barbara Jean, Mel­
bourne; tMcGibbony, Mrs. Eva 
May, Melbourne; Shepherd, 
Mrs, Betty Rona, D.P.E., New­
castle; Parsons, Miss Hazel 
Beth, Tasmania.

Second Class:
"Saunders, Arthur Francis, 

Sydney; "McMillan, Miss Shir­
ley May, Melbourne; Ayscough, 
Miss Monnica Faith, Sydney.

Pass:
Lindsay, Eric, Brisbane; 

tTutty, Thomas James, Mel- 
bbrne; tAppleby, Miss Whilhel- 
mina Edith, Melbourne. 
PASSED THE FIRST HALF

OF THE EXAMINATION 
In Order of Merit

"Geytenbeek, Peter Everard,
B.Ag.Sc., Adelaide; "Wadding- 
ton, Miss Edith Marjorie, B.A., 
Sydney; "Brady, James Fred­
erick, B.Sc., Sydney; "Turner, 
Miss Marguerite Royden, 
Riverina; "Waddington, Miss 
Aimee May, Sydney; Bucknell, 
Mrs. lone Faith Eva, Brisbane; 
"Hoy, Mrs. Elsie, B.Sc., Armi- 
dale; "Brown, Miss Charlotte 
Patricia, Melbourne; tGibson, 
William Alexander, A.M.T.G., 
Melbourne; "Chapman, Miss 
Joan, Melbourne; "Thompson, 
Richard Griffin, Sydney; Con- 
nah. Miss Alison Mary, Bris­
bane; "Thompson, Miss Una 
Victoria, B. Com., Wangaratta; 
Baskett, Miss Elaine Margaret, 
Adelaide; Southerden, John 
Edward, Brisbane; Bradford, 
William, Adelaide; Willett, 
Miss Elizabeth Norton, Bris­
bane; "Warman, Mrs Mar­
garet Hunter, Carpentaria; 
Beyer, Frederick Geoffrey,
B.Sc., Perth; Hinson, William 
Cecil, Brisbane: "Marley, Miss 
Dorothy Louise, Brisbane; 
Pringle, Arthur Grant, B.Sc., 
Melbourne; Illich, Miss Valerie 
F^rancis, N. Queensland; "Aus­
tin, Victor James W, Tasmaftia; 
tHalliday, Miss Ailsa Parnell, 
Melbourne; McDonald, Kevin, 
Riverina; "Nothrop, Miss Joan 
Margaret, Tasmania; tCerutty, 
Miss Alice Margaret, Wanga­
ratta; tRoss, Miss Margot 
Landsdowne K,, Melbourne; 
♦Hancock, Miss Peggy, New­
castle; "Mabin, Victor Grace, 
Nelson, New Zealand; "Fischer, 
Richard John, Sydney; Keough, 
Lance, Brisbane; "Stacey, Miss 
Barbara Joan, Tasmania; "Peel, 
Miss Marie Hilda, Melbourne; 
"Alldridge, Mrs. Dulce, Mel­
bourne; "Thatcher, Edward 
W i l l i a m  R., Melbourne; 
Schultze, John William H., Car­
pentaria.

Held Over:
Gale, Miss Doreen, Armidale.

FILM REVIEW

a. “ D O C T O R  A T  S E A ”
This is a better film than 

"Doctor in the House.” We saw 
it at a Pr^s pre-view at the 
State Theatre, Melbourne.

It is a J. A. Rank production 
in VistaVision. To escape from 
his partner’s daughter who is 
trying to trap him into marry­
ing Her, Dr. Simon Sparrow 
(Dirk Bogarde) signs on ■ as 
medical officer on a cargo ship, 
commanded by the irascible 
Captain Hogg (James Justice).

In an interlude bordering on 
insanity, the captain orders the 
crew to abandon ship in mid­
ocean, but it all ends well and 
Simon wins the very attractive 
cabaret singer (Brigitte Bardot 
—a newcomer to English 
films).

Maurice Denham is excellent 
as Easter, the medical or­
derly on the ship, and Hubert 
Gregg as Archer, the timid 
Second Mate.

The film was taken in the 
Mediterranean, between Venice 
and Athens, and is Quite suit­
able for aU the family to see. 
It should have a long run in 
the city theatres,

—W.F.H.

PASSED IN SINGLE 
SUBJECTS

1. Old Testament, 2 Doctrine, 
3. Religious Education.
In Alphabetical Order 

Bowden, Barrie Strathmore, 
1, 2, Adelaide; Bridgland,
Maurice Hope, 2, Adelaide: 
tColebrook, Miss Estelle, 3, Mel­
bourne; Cook, Miss Thelma 
Emily, 3, Brisbane; "Cowdroy, 
Clifford Reeve, 2, 3, Canberra- 
Goulburn; *de Pelsenaire, Miss 
Elizabeth Ann, 2, Melbourne: 
Evans, Miss Katharine Hop- 
wood, 2, Brisbane; Fryer, Miss 
Janet, 1, 2, Adelaide; Harley, 
Miss Alwyn Gladys, 2, 3, Bris­
bane; "King, Miss Elizabeth 
Grace, 2, Melbourne; "Light- 
body, Mrs. Lilian Winifred, 1, 
Brisbane; Ortt, Miss Jocelyn 
Ann, 2, 3, Brisbane; "Robinson, 
Miss Dorothy Eileen, 3, Mel­
bourne; Smith, Miss Clarice 
Ada, 1, 3, Adelaide; "Talbot, 
Miss Margaret June, 1, 2, Mel­
bourne; Thiele, Bevan Rich­
ards, B.Sc., 2, 3, Brisbane.

Department of Youth and 
Religious Education, Mel­
bourne.

"General Board of Religious 
Education.

"HELD OVER” means, .that 
the’ candidate is not required to 
do that Part of the examina­
tion again, but must do better 
in the remaining Part. ^

On behalf of the Council of 
Delegates,

FRANK CASH,
Registrar.

By  A Special 
npRICYCLES and trucks are 

carrying Christmas litera­
ture to many parts of the 
Northern Rhodesian copper- 
belt, where Africans are work­
ing side by side with Europeans 
in meeting what the United 
Society for Christian Literature 
calls the “day of challenge and 
opportunity” in Africa.

African and Indian store­
keepers also report good sales 
of books and illustrated leaf­
lets in many ■ Central African 
mining townships.

Though the society operates 
in many parts of the world. 
Northern Rhodesia is the area 
in which it has “most deeply 
committed its resources of men 
and money,”  says the society’s 
latest annual report for the 
year ended March 31, 1955—the 
156th year of the society’s ex­
istence.

On the challenge to  the 
society in the copper belt, the 
report—an illustoated booklet 
entitled “With All Boldness”— 
writes of the "imprecendented 
rate” of the population’s in­
crease in the mining towns 
where "more and more Africans 
are cutting adrift from tribal 
areas and becoming townsfolk.”

This drift from the country­
side meant a  great upheaval 
for the Africans, demanding 
adjustment to an unaccus­
tomed social system, and the 
U.S.C.L. is doing much to help 
new Christians to understand 
their faith.

Miss M. M. Senior, of the

HELP SOUTH-EAST ASIA
The Primate’s Appeal for South-East Asia closes on 

December 31. Both the Australian Board of Missions and 
the Church Missionary Society still need contributions to 
the £50,000 each was asked for. Christmas Day is an ideal 
time for Anglicans to make a special gift for the Church 
in South-East Asia. Some parishes are giving their Christ­
mas Day collections wholly to this appeal. . It woWd be 
wonderful if all parishes throughout Australia would do 
this. One very poor congregation in South India gives the 
iargest collection of the year—on Christmas Day-—to a 
missionary cause in another land. Let us do likewise!

COHRESPONDENI
Africa (editorial) section of the
U.S.C.L. in London, said in an 
interview that two Africans 
working in the society’s Lusaka 
offices had rendered “particu­
larly outstanding” services. 
These were their Chief Clerk, 
Mr. Henry Sunga, who has 
been with the society ever since 
they started the Lusaka office 
10 years ago, and another clerk, 
Mr. Arthur Mbela, - who has 
been with them there lor eight 
years.

The U.S.C.L., which has 
Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother, as a patron and the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York among its vice-presidents, 
is about to open a new book­
shop with improved warehouse 
and packing space in^Kitwe in 
the heart of the mining area.

"pHE NEW centre has been 
designed to attract all races. 

Its upper floor contains a con­
ference centre where Africans 
and Europeans will meet.

The Reverend J. R. Shaw, the 
Society’s Northern Rhodesia 
Secretary, said: "Men of many 
tribes mix together far from 
their homes. We try to make 
the Word of God and books 
available to people of every 
tribe.”

In July last year Mr. Shaw 
made a tour of 1,600 miles in 
the Northern Province, visiting 
traders and other agents, and 
holding book fairs or shows at 
many gatherings in regions 
where 80 years ago Livingstone 
worked to abolish the slave 
trade.

The editorial head of the 
society, the Reverend Cecil 
Northcott, left Britain at the 
end of October for what he 
called his “African tour of 
Good Hope.”  His journey will 
take him into many parts of 
Central, South and East Africa, 
where in town and bush, 
he will see the society in 
action.

Fr. HUDDLESTON’ S 
DEPARTURE

Anglican News Service 
Johannesburg, December 12 
Father Trevor Huddleston is 

to delay his departure from 
Johannesburg for t w o  
months, it is announced.
He had been expected to 

leave next month for Britain to 
become a master of novices of 
the Community of the Resur­
rection, which he heads in 
South Africa, but Father Ray­
mond Raynes, Superior of the 
community, said last week that 
Father Huddleston will not 
leave imtil March, in view of 
the work involved in handing 
over his mission.

He will fly direct to the 
United States for a visit be­
fore returning to Britain. He 
has been invited to address 
heads o f schools and universi­
ties at a New York dinner.

The Community of th e  
Resurrection has stated that 
he is needed for the important 
work of training novices, and 
denies that political considera­
tions influenced his recall.

T h e  London Missionary 
Society is closing its educa­
tional institutions for Africans 
near 'Vryburg, in northern 
Cape Province, “as a protest 
against the provisions of the 
Bantu Education Act,” it was 
announced on December 2, by 
the Reverend Cecil Northcott, 
chairman of the society, who 
arrived here this week to visit 
mission stations and to hold 
talks with church leaders.

C H R I S T I A N S  A N D  
J E W S

PROPOSALS T O  
ROMAN CATHOLICS

Anglican News Service 
London, December 12 

It was stated at the general 
meeting of the Council of 
Christians and Jews here on 
December 7 that the Council 
still hoped for some renewal 
of Roman Catholic participa­
tion in their work.
The general secretary, the 

■Reverend W. W. Simpson, re­
minded the council that it was 
just over a year ago that Roman 
Catholic support for the Coun­
cil had been withdrawn on the 
grounds that certain of the 
educational methods employed 
by the council “ tended to 
religious indifferentism.”

'The Archbishop of Canter­
bury, who presided, said that 
discussions had gone on ever 
since.

The council or its executive 
committee had put forward 
a certain number of proposals 
which would provide any neces­
sary safeguard to relieve the 
misgivings of the Roman 
Catholic Church. ’

“They have been and are still 
under consideration, and - we 
merely await their further 
advice,” said Dr. Fisher.

STIPENDS IN 
CHELMSFORD

Anglican News Service 
liondon, December 5 

Chelmsford diocesan board of 
finance, meeting in London on 
November 28, decided that from 
April 1 the minimum net in­
come of all incumbents in the 
diocese will be raised to £600 a 
year.

W O O D R O W  W ILSON 
CHAPEL

Milwaukee, December 12 
The widow of President 

Woodrow Wilson and his 
grandson, the Very Reverend 
Francis B. Sayre, Dean of the 
Washington Cathedral, partici­
pated. in ceremonies last month 
marking the beginning of con­
struction of the Woodrow Wil­
son Memorial Chapel at the 
Cathedral.

President Wilson’s body, 
which now lies in a tomb in the 
Bethlehem Chapel, will be 
moved to the new chapel.

THE CHURCH IN 
NIGERIA

Q U E E N ’ S V I S I T  

N E X T  M O N T H
Church Information Service 

London, December 12 
Nigeria, which the Queen 

and the Duke of Edinburgh 
are to visit at the end of 
January, is the largest Brit­
ish colonial territory, twice 
the size of the British Isles, 
enclosed all along the sea­
board by a belt of mangrove 
swamp ten to sixty miles 
wide.
Christianity was brought to 

West Nigeria 110 years ago, and 
in the eastern province, the 
Church Missionary Society 
Niger Mission will be celebrat­
ing their centenary in 1957.

The northern provinces are 
still predominantly Moslem, 
but in the south the Church is 
firmly established, and nearly 
all the schools are Christian 
foundations.

LAGOS
On the coast lies the capital. 

Lagos, where the Queen and 
the Duke will attend divine 
service in the Cathedral Church 
of Christ, which was designed 
by an African architect, Mr. J. 
Eagan Benjamin.

If Her Majesty ,}?isits Onitsha 
Cathedral, she will see a re­
minder of her Coronation- 
some of the gold carpeting from 
Westminster Abbey, which has 
been laid in the Lady Chapel.

In October, an African 
bishop, the Bight Reverend S.
M. Nkemena, was consecrated 
here by the new Archbishop of 
West Africa.

At the University College, 
Ibadan, the royal visitors will 
see, at the entrance to the cha­
pel, a carved figure of the Risen 
Christ which has attracted 
much attention.

It is the work of a Nigerian 
sculptor and pointer, Ben En-

S . - E .  A S I A  

A P P E A L

Another £15,000 Wanted 
Immediately!

Do you know about the special section of 
the appeal which is exempt from 

Income Tax?
This is the Theological Troining Fund. 
Write to our Commissioner (Bishop Ash) 
at this office, or contact your nearest 
State Secretary.
Large amounts ore wanted urgently for 
this vital work of bringing picked men 
here for training.

THE AUSTRALIAN BOARD OF MISSIONS
14 SPRING STREET, SYDNEY.

Australian Music Examinations Board
Public examinations in music conducted by the Universities 

of Melbourne, Adelaide, Tasmania, Queensland and Western 
Australia, and the State Cfcnservalorium of Music, New South 
Wales.

Scholarships and Exhibitions to the value of £780, tlie 
A.M.E.B. Shield,

Full particulars and Manual from Organising Secretary, 
Telephone B0S6, £xtn. 2318.

K. G. ALUINGHAM,
Registrar,

Conservatorium of Music.

The Formers & Grariers' Co-operative 
Groin, Insurance and Agency Compony Limited

LEADING WOOL BROKERS 
& FAT STOCK SALESMEN

At Homebush our experienced Auctioneers and Staff supervise 
with great core and attention the feeding and watering of all 
stock prior to the octuol sole.
If is not surprising, therefore, that Stockowners show their 
oppreciotion of co-operative marketing by so consistently 
consigning their fat stock and cattle to our core.

CASH BONUSES TO ALL CONSIGNORS WHETHER 
SHAREHOLDERS OR NOT

THE FARMERS & GRAZIERS' CO-OPERATIVE 
GRAIN, INSURANCE & AGENCY  

COMPANY LIMITED
LICENSED AUCTIONEERS. STOCK AND STATION AGENTS

M a k e  th e  m o s t  o f  m ilkMiiid

w it h le s t e r C ia ik ^
fin e  q u a lity

C u s ta r d  P o w d e r

S O R B Y ' S  L I M I T E D
Wholesale and Retail Hordwore Merchonts 

HEAD OFFICE: BRANCH STORE;
285-289 Hunter Street, 42 Keira Street,
Newcastle. Wollongong.
'Phone: B 0433— 14 lines. 'Phone: B 2424.

- >̂̂1
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SNAPSHOT COMPETITION

m r n m
The winner of our snapshot competition this week is Mrs. V. 
C. Loiterton, of Bomaderry^ N.S.W., who sent us this picture of 
the Angels and Shepherds which she drew on the glass panels 
above her desk in her ward at Dubbo Base Hospital last 
Christmas. She drew it with her finger using Bon Ami and 
three colours and took the photo, at night, using a light to 
illuminate the angel. (The taps on top of a steriliser can 

seen ofi the right.)

C H I L D R E N  A N D - M O T H E R S
B y  t h e  B is h o p  o f  Ah m id a l e

A  M erry Christm as! The children ’ s festival! Granted! I give you  the toast 
o f  “ The C hildren.”  W e shall all help them to hang their pillow-cases, dance 
round their Christmas trees, and lift their shouts and happiness to drow n the 
undertone that rum bles rou nd  the w orld .
The children! Yes! But the 

Mothers! For Christmas Day is 
Mother’s Day. Have we taken 
motherhood too much for 
granted, have we expected it 
tô  happen—a primal instinct— 
no need to worry over that?
There will always be mothers, 
and always be children. Oh no!
Let us face the facts—for that 
is what Christmas did, or God 
did, at Christmas time!

DR. CHAVASSE MAKES 
UNUSUAL MOVE

Anglican News Service
London, December 3 

Incumbents, churchward­
ens and treasurers of all the 
222 parishes and ecclesiastical 
districts in Rochester diocese 
were sununoned by their 
bishop, the Right Reverend 
C. M. Chavasse, to a synod 
in Rochester Cathedral on 
November 2G.

He addressed them on the 
imperative heed for churches, 
church halls, and vicarages to 
serve the 24 housing areas that 
have come into being in west 
Kent since the war, and set on 
foot an appeal addressed to all 
church people in the diocese.

A synod in England is not an 
every-day event, and it Is 
still rarer for Anglican laity 
to share in its deliberations 
with the clergy.

Dr. Chavasse told Press re­
presentatives in London last 
week that of the £600,000 that 
the buildings would cost, al­
ready £350,000 had been prom­
ised or received.

The housing areas would 
need about 60 new buildings. 
Towards that total three were 
already' in use, four were in 
an advanced stage of buiiding, 
and plans for another four 
were in the architects’ hands.

Of the £600,000 needed, it is 
hoped to raise £100,000 from 
outside sources, £250,000 from 
the areas to benefit, and 
£250,000 from the already 
established parishes in the dio­
cese.

Dr. Chavasse at the Synod 
asked his hearers in the cath­
edral to consider how every 
parish can play its part.

“ RELIGIOUS TESTS”  
DECRIED

Milwaukee, December 12 
Bishop Horace Donegan of 

New York attacked the prac­
tice of providing probation 
officers for New York’s Child­
ren’s Court “on the basis of 
a religious test”  at a Thanks­
giving Day service at the 
Cathedral of S. John the 
Divine last month.
The New York diocesan 

Christian social relati(jns de­
partment had taken the same 
stand earlier.

The bishop took issue with 
the board of directors of the 
Protestant Council- of the city 
of New York, which supports 
the policy of -appointing proba­
tion officers on a proportionate 
basis by religious affiliation.

An Episcopal Church layman 
was the only member of the 
Council’s Board to vote against 
endorsing the policy.

New. York’s laws provide that 
a child should be placed 
“wherever possible” with a pro­
bation officer of the same faith.

While agreeing - that this 
would be “preferable,^ Bishop 
Donegan said that any proba­
tion officer should make use of 
the religious institutions of the 
child’s faith, and that it is the 
lole of the clergyman, not the 
officer, to teach religion and 
ethics to the child and to pro­
vide religious conselling.

He said that the quota sys­
tem, by which a well qualified 
Jewish candidate might be 
denied a position as probation 
officer because there was only a 
vacancy for a Protestant officer, 
is contrary to the provision of 
the Federal Constitution that 
no religious test shall be re­
quired as a qualification for 
public office.

To-day, women are refusing 
motherhood; the birthrate is 
falling, we are menaced with 
the fear of nations that are 
(Jying. They tell us, who can 
calculate, that by 2035, the 
population of England and 
Wales will have fallen to a 
little over four million—one 
tenth of what it is to-day. And 
Australia’s people on the law 
of averages will number under 
one million souls.

Fancy writing of such a sub­
ject at Christmas time. Even 
the “gloomy Dean” would have 
chosen something more cheer­
ful than this. It simply will not 
happen! Something will turn 
the tide.

’That is exactly what the 
v/riter hopes and that is why

this is written. For motherhood 
is so brave a thing. We have 
taken it too lightly, at least we 
men have done so. How brave 
it is, how loving, how unselfish, 
how patient, how far sighted.

For motherhood is not a 
mere physical fact, no mere 
process of natm-e by which life 
is continued on the globe, no 
mere animal activity inspired 
by instinct.

Go back to the first Christ­
mas Day and all that preceded 
to make it possible. “Will you 
face motherhood?” was the 
question which came to the 
Jewish girl of Nazareth, "Will 
you face motherhood to bring 
to birth the Saviour of the 
v/orld? It will not be easy! You 
will face suspicion and con­
demnation, hardships, loneli­
ness, poverty; you will suffer 
for Him and with Him; a very 
sword will pierce your heart for 
His sake.”

“Will you accept motherhood 
—in order that the Son of God 
may be born?” Yes! I ’ll accept! 
“Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord.”

It was no easy choice—there 
was a price to pay—and there 
still is! Fon motherhood is not 
of a moment, not even of the 
long weary preparation time.

you accept motherhood?” And 
she answei-s, “N o!”

But is that the answer? ’The 
materialism that robbed us of 
the faith in a living God, a 
living Universe, in immortality, 
has made our world a hell. But 
it is a lie.

God lives! And Christmas 
Day, when in the Person of 
Jesus He came on the stage of 
earth and lived out life accord­
ing to the rules and limits He 
had set for us, is our day of 
inspiration, the day that sets 
for ever the meaning of ffioth- 
e r h o o d  — of fatherhood—of 
childhood.

There are two great expres­
sions, said Phillip Brooks, in 
art, of the religion of East 
and West, the Sphinx and the 
Sistine Madonna. One speaks 
of Fatalism, the other of Pro­
vidence. Both have tried to ex­
press the union of humanity 
v/ith something which is its 
superior—but one has joined it 
only to the superior strength of 
the animal and the other with 
the spiritual power of the div­
ine.

To-day we are living under 
the mocking gaze of the 
Sphinx—force and fatalism 
characterise life. But the 
Cradle of Bethlehem is more

An interpretation o f “The Flight Into Egypt” by a French African artist.
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not merely the anguish of its 
fulfilment but all the years 
when not only the body bom 
comes to itself, but the self, 
the person, the child of God 
within that frame, comes to be 
the man, the woman, whom 
that mother has made possible.

Mary the mother knew the 
cost and faced it! Many a 
woman to-day is wondering 
whether the costis worth while! 
Why bring children i*itb a 
world who§e social order is so 
selfish that many will never 
find a niche, never develop the 
fulness of their possibilities? 
Why bring children into a 
world where the boys will die in 
war and the girls live on in 
loneliness?

Why bring children into a 
materialist world that is only 
an antechamber to eternal ex­
tinction, where life is a futility 
for all but a few, and all are 
really insignificant in an utter­
ly senseless world? We are here, 
we did not ask to come, we’ll 
make the best we can and 
squeeze from life the juice of 
pleasure even if we feel the 
pricks of pain—but we shall not 
bring to birth any children to 
follow after us and suffer the 
unpredictable miseries of the 
future.

Only the grossly thoughtless 
can bring children into such a 
dastardly world. So, one be­
lieves, many a woman thinks, 
as she hears the quiet voice 
which spoke to Mary in the far 
off years, saying to her “Will

true to life, as its explanation, 
than the lonely image on the 
sands of Egypt.

Motherhood (and father­
hood) accepted as the Mother 
of Jesus accepted, form the 
hope of our living. Each child 
is a child of God—motherhood 
and fatherhood are very near 
to God, they are creative.

But it IS never enough to 
bring a child of God into a 
world we have left to the devil. 
We must be akin to God not 
merely in creating life but in 
creating the world in which 
the life shall live.

Mary believed in God! Do 
you? If so. Christmas will be a 
fellowship with God; parent­
hood will be accepted, not as 
the satisfying of instinctive de­
sire, but as a share in the life 
of a tiny universe, in which 
day by day and hand in hand 
with the Father of all we set 
out to make “homes,” with all 
the courage, the faith, the
hope, the unselfishness, the
love, patience and farsighted­
ness that motherhood means, 
knowing that as we bring to 
birth new lives, we bring to 
birth those who can live for 
ever.

’Tis Christmas time. A day to 
challenge a new faith in God 
and a new hope. I toast with 
you our mothei-s, and the
mothers thai shall be. I toast
with you the children in all the 
Christmas Seasons of the years 
ahead, born to a nation trust­
ing and adventurous.

25th AN M VERSARY
’The Reverend William James 

Baldwin Clayden, Vicar of Holy 
Ti'inity, Coburg, Diocese of Mel­
bourne, was ordained to the 
priesthood 25 years ago on S. 
Thomas’ Day. He was the first 
priest ordained by Archbishop 
Head after his consecration as 
Archbishop of Melbourne.

Mr. William John Clayden, 
his elder son, hopes to be or­
dained by the Archbishop of 
Melbourne in February, 1956, 
and his younger son, David, de­
sires to commence training for 
the Ministry in 1957.

CLASSIFIED
A D V E R T ISE M E N T S

THE ANGLICAN classified 
advertising rate is 6d. per word 
(payable in advance). Mini­
mum: 4 /- per advertisement. 
A special rate of 3d. per word 
(minimum 2/6) is cbargr.d for 
“Positions Wanted” insertions.

FOB SALE
CANTERBUKY BOOK DEPOT,

22 Leigh Street, Adelaide.-'  
BUY where your purchases help 
your Church’s Missions. Our range 
covers Theology. Biography, Prayer 
and Hymn Books, - Chlldreii’s 
Books. Novels, Bibles. Candles and 
Wafers.

POSITIONS VACANT
A.B.M., QUEENSLAND, requires 
Field Oflicer. Missionary oppor­
tunity for person ' interested in 
work among young people and 
children. Apply stating age and 
details of education and experi­
ence to the State Secretary, 
G.U.O. Box 421F. Brisbane. 
Queensland.

OUTBACK HOSPITALS 
and

FLYING MEDICAL SERVICES
offer outlet for Christian Service 
to Qualified Nurses, Wardsmalds.

Cook-Housekeepers.
Apply to Bush Church Aid 
Society, Church House, S. An­
drew’s Cathedral, George Street, 

Sydney.
ASSISTANT PRIEST wanted for 
the Parish of Young, Diocese of 
Canberra-Qoulburn. N.S.W. Con­
genial parish with good church 
life; good educational facilities 
and pleasant climate. New home 
provided and use of parish cars. 
Stipend £850 per annum. Apply to 
the Reverend W. Boyldew, S. 
John’s Rectory, Young, N.S.W. 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN Bible 
Society. Field Representatives: 
2 for South Australian Auxiliary. 
Transport provided. Housing avail­
able if necessary. Ordination pre­
ferred, but not necessary. Par­
ticulars, re salary, etc., The Secre­
tary, 73 Grenfell Street, Adelaide, 
South Australia.
ABBOTSLEIGH CHURCH of Eng­
land School for Girls, Wabroonga, 
N.S.W. Applications are invitied 
for the position of HOUSEKEEPER- 
MATRON, in the new Junior 
imuse, for 1956. Apply in writing, 
irtth copies of testimonials, to the Headmistress.
MATRON - H O U S E K E E P E R :
Churchwoman required College, 
80 students, interesting and res­
ponsible work. Salary £13 per 
week plus board and lodging. 
Apply, The Principal, Ridley Col­
lege, Parkvllle, Melbourne. N.2.. Victoria.
ASSÎ STANT PRIEST wanted for 
S. Georges, Malvern, Melbourne. 
Preferably young. Liberal stipend. 
House allowance may be provided. 
Excellent scope. Apply, The Vicar 
The Reverend F. A. Townsend, 
phone BY3030 (Melbourne Ex-! Change).
WANTED: Organist and Choir­
master for Christ Church, Enmore. 
Please apply, The Reverend P R, 
Westlcy, Christ Church Rectory, 
Enmore, N.S.W., or ring LA211S 
(Sydney Exchange).

ACCOMMODATION WANTED
MELBOURNE: DOCTOR, studsrlng 
for higher degree.^and wife, desire 
furnished ' accommodation March- 
September. 1956. Reply No. 199, THE ANGLICAN.

CHURCH SERVICES 
S. THOMAS' PARISH CHURCH,
North Sydney, West and McLaren 
Streets, Established 1846. Christ­
mas Festival Services: Christmas 
Eve, December 24, 8.15 a.m.,Mattlns; 7.30. p.m.. First Even­
song of Christmas and preparation 
for Christmas Communion; Candle 
light procession with carols, 
CHRISTMAS DAY, The Feast at 
the Nativity, 6 a.m., Holy Com­
munion; 7 a.m., Holy Commun­
ion; 8 a.m., Holy Communion; 
9.15 a.m.. Morning Prayer, Christ­
mas family service; 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion; 11 a.m., Procession, 
Choral Eucharist and sermon; 7.20 
p.m.. Choral Service, carols and 
music, Procession.
S. JOHN’S, Halifax Street. Ade­
laide. Holy Communion, 7 a.m.; 
Sung Eucharist, Procession and 
Distribution of gifts at the Crib, 
9 a.m.; Evensong and Carols, 7 
p.m.
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lishing Co. Ltd., No. 1 Rawsott 
Lane, Sydney, N.S.W.


