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Why be good? ar1...i-:is-l::;ruotad Chris-ti.a:'l i · any de11o::ii11ation 
would rep1y 9 correctly, "f'or God:s sake;1 ,: For God i.s t:'le end of' 
a.11. that we do., J,s tho .Apostle Paul put it, 11Whether W'3 eat or drin!-::: 
or whatever we do~ do all for the g.lory o:f Godi;. Th0 w:1.o1e of our 
Christian li:fe should be l.i ved as U.""lder the eye of' God and for His 
sa~:e., But if we as}: t~-:.e :further questior.1~ what do we ai.r,.1 at 
a.c~1.ieving by livi:J.g a good life? Cl:.Tistians give two divergent 
answers, one rig:i:!t a:J.d one wrong. 'J:°':i."!e tea.c"J.ing of' tho Hew 
Tes tarien t is th.at a person is accepted by God to be E:i.s child not 
because of the n oral quality or go od.:1ess of his l .i:fo ~ for that 
could never be good r-:1ough t.o meet with Goel~ s :full approval.:- but 
because of tho qualify of' the lii'o a;.1d of' tho rcd0or.tl::.4g d0a.th 
of' Jesus Christ our Savio: .. -.l"',, It is f'o:r :ais m0ri ts that wo arc 
accepted by God both now and at the judgement day1 C:i.1.rist .;~, 
infinite mc:!:'its do not need supp1.0me:1ting by our moral. ef'.i'oyts 
frora tho point of' vi.ow of' our bc.ing worthy of' accopta11co 1:ri·cl'!. 
God., Uc have followsh:..p w.::.. th God now as His soz:i.s and we will 
be wi fi1 Him and soc Him in Heaven on death bocauso wo have been 
U.'li ted with our Saviour th:roug!1. :faith, a:;.1d a..ro already 0!1joyi;.1g 
tho priviJ.ogc o:f so:nsh:tp with God,, Ho·!:; only does tho Bible 
teac:i.-i this:: but wo also p .r-ove it in e.x:porie::J.cc, Ti.1.o Bj.blo 
promsos :full :forgiveness and. a.ccopta:1.1c.o to a.J_l ·wl1.o put their f'ai. th 
in Christ and tho.'.Jo who :1.avo done so k10-~r in their expe:t'ienco 
that it is truer they have :fo1lowship wj.th thoir :-Icavonly Father 
through the redo~:tpti.o::.'1 th.at is i11 tho Lord Jesus Chrinte 

Why then bo good? It cannot be :i.n order to go to Heaven 
because we arc al.ready going to =:reave:1 because of' Ol1.:r:Ls t: s 
1ovc, if' 'lrrn have put o-..:ix• :fai t:"l in Jcsu.s ,., The am.:iwor is n:l.!i.r_.;>le 
of' course. It is God• s purpose tI1a t we 0~1.0u1d no t 0:1ly be 
saved by Christv but al.so should oe co:'1f'o:!'.'mod in 01'...aract0J'.' to 
I-~ia, and every truo CI-:iristian iu a:'lxious tr.a.t ho shouJ.d rof'loct 
in his life the glory of' Godo '.ro t:i.1.0 convc:rtod Christian tho 
presence of' sin i:n his li:fo is batof'u1~ As ho bocomos conscious 
of' it through tho wor!c of' God1s Spirit il1 his ro:.1ncionco~ ho lmows 
that ho may obtain irm:no diato forgivo:1osn as ho a.s!;:s for ita 
3ut he still longs that si.n should 110-ror ropoa.t :.i.tse1f' i.n him.,, 
and it is God Y s purpo so tb.a t the c:~is tian should oYo:::'ooae sin 
and so rc:flect t :!.G charc:ic tcr of' Christ ond glorify :::i_s Sa?iour ... 
Sin is incongruous i::::i. tlc.e Chris tia::.1 J.i.f'o and dis ta::,, ·, J.ful a11d 
hateful to a Christia::::c So the Bible answer to tho question~ 
why be 9ood? is p:r.i;-..Ia.rily that we t:1ig~'1t ref'loct the purpose of' 
God in saving uso lfo soek to please :::ir.i because I-Io has saved 
us, and not in order that Ho r.1ight save u';,-ThU:s~ a11y e.lement 
of' sel'.'7islmoss in living tho good. li:fo is quite excluded, 

It is~ ho~rnvor, well·--k:1own th.at the RoI:Ian Ca tho lie Church 
rcjoots the doctrine that we arc saved o:nly tl1rougl1. tl1e L1Grits 
of' J0sus Christ received th.rough f'a.:: .. th, and tea c~1.os tho t our 
OW:'l r.1erits a."t'e the basis of Ou:::' salvation-: On thi s -;-i.o·.-; o:no leads 
a good life not because w0 are cicoepted through Cl'l.?.'ist~ but in 
orde-c that we .r..ig:1.t be ncceoted,, It imnodiatc1y becor:1os 



important to ask what is the minimU!Il roqu:Lrcd that our merits 
night be su.f'f'icion t f'or saJ.vatio:'l? Such a ques tio:n is ~ of' 
course, both unnecessary a11d out oi' keeping with i;h.e Bible 
teaching thn.t salvation :i.s not based o:n. ou~ moral lif'o but on 
Jesus Christ only., Thm'l our morc:il lif'o become::; on oxprcrnsio:n 
of' gratitude for. our salvation and of course nothing but the 
best should be our airn in wishing to eA.rpress our grati tudo 
to God Who has saved us inC:ependontly of' our poor ef'f'orts at 
bci.l1g good. Tho question o:!:' a :oinir.mm novor entori'J :Ll1 a But 
if' it is believed th.at our r:rnlva.tioa depends, to o ooX'tain 
e;cte:i t 1 directly on our oi:m neri ts , th.e:1 it becomon a ma tte:r. 
of' first importance to inquire ·what ia t l1.o poss ma.rl-<.7 what is 
tho minimum stnndard? This :is t :10 thor:to of' moral t h eology as 
it has been highly dovo.:i..opod amm'lgBt Ronan Catholics 1• but as 
I say, it is basod 011 a f'undc:ir.1ontal fa t al. mi s t ake an to Godls 
reason :for acceptil'!g sinnorsc 

The Bible malces c.J..ear t :i.at God~s standards ciro 100 per 
cent porf'ectiono T:i.is standard bas boon :fulfil.led by Chrint:· 
but it is a hopeless sta:c1dard for those who t~:iink that their 
own ef'f'orts arc part of thoi.r sa1 va tion ~ for who :1 apa:r-t :from 
Christ~ car. attai::J. 100 par cont porf'octioi'l? In order to make tho 
attainment of' some sort of' a. ota..."1.dard possibl.o Ror.iail Catholic 
mora.1 theologians i:1troduco a di·visi..0:1.1 betwac:n God ~ s coll.i."".lso1s 
which call f'or ·Joo por oon t por...:'ootio7.1: n :1d God ~ s oor:naand1:ionts 
whio:,_ arc said to be on n .lcr:wr love lo They sock to justify 
thin distinction by quot:U.1g the story of tho ricn yom1g ruler 
in Motthew 19 who clciinod th,.::it ho had 1;::0pt all. God ; s cornr:Jandmonts 
but to whom Cht'is t said 11 If' thou wiJc. t bo por:fect go a21d sell 
your possessions and 0000 and :follo;,.r n J ''. It is 2:1 ur1:fortuna to 
example to prove tlID t a lower sta11dcird thn.n p e r:foction is 
permissible because tho rich youn g ruler in choosing the lower 
stnndard was doscri.bed by Christ as bsing outside t h e kingclor.1 
of' H<.:laven and outside sa.l.votion., 

Seeking to dis cove:. .... r:iinir.mr.1 rcqui.reoents ~ as moral. 
theology docs~ leads to some queer concl usionse I may illustrate 
this by a quotation from two well-l·::.-10w:.:1 books of R01ao:1 Cat:i.1.0lic 
lforal Theology~ at prGsont in prJ.nt.. T~1.G first is a :t-iandbook 
of Moral Theology by ?ru ... "U~er and the other a foll::' volume Horal 
and Pastoral Theology by Honry Davis. First let us examine what 
is said about truth.f'ulnesso 1fo know i:i.1 tho Scripture that 
truthfulness is constontly insisted upon b y God as required in 
us. Tolling lies is ovor an d ovo:r agai::'l condGiiLJ.od~ and in thG 
Book of' Revolation ch,, 22e D v. 15, it is stated o~::plic:itly that 
liars arc shut out of' Hociveno lTow moral t h eology text books do 
not, of course , approve of' lyi....J.g ~ but they mnko i .t one of: the 
least of' sins which in i tnelf' is said never to ::;hut out of r onvon ~ 
no mnttor how f'requent1y oommitteds nnd which nood nove·t• be 
oonf'essod to n priest., Thus Prur.ime.'.:' o:n pa.go iJl.~ stn:tei:.> "J 

•· irinv is o ve:1ial si:'l. 11 and Davis in VoleII pa.go l~~2 sto.tes 
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"It is the tooch i 7:1g of all Ca t b olic t heologians that a lie is not 
i~-:: i tsol:f a grievous sL'l 11. Ch the sane pago Davis :makes cloor that 
:for a Romon Catholic to use contracoptivo.s, though for tho best 
of reasons, oven once~ will send hir:t to holl if ho does not 
oon:f'oss it to a priest, but nppa..r0~1tly lw n r;y lio all h:i..s l.i:fo 
with.out, for t h at reason, over being shut out of ho oven or 
needing to go to confession to obtain absolution., This seems 
a very strange scalo of E1oral judger.1on ts$ especially in vi.ow 
of the clear stato1ao11t of' the .3ible that God abhors lying. 

Or again~ in t h o field o:f honesty ~ Romnn Cn.th.olics are 
taught that taking o thor people is possossions ·with.out thoir 
knowledge and contrary to t h eir will is not always stoo.ling,, 
For oxar..1pl.e, it is taught t h n t if' 0 11 or.1pJ.oyoo is sur·o that 
tho wages ho is receiving do not fully cover tho work that 
ho hos been as!ced to do, ho mny cor.lpo:.1sate himself' by socret-J.y 
tald . .ng llis employer's 1am:10y or ovon pro porty" U e would c all 
this pil.f'ering but tho moral. th.eologian a ca.11 j_t occ•"' l t 
conponsation and it is justif'iod by Davis in Vo.L II pngo 311 and 
by Prui:nner 011 pa.go 122 a Pilfering fro r.i Govornraon t and conpnny 
stores and evasion of f'aros on pubJ.ic transport aro suf'f'iciontly 
prevalent in tho comnun.i ty with.out being bolster ed 1}.p by a 
doctrine so obviously iniraicaJ.. to public noraJ.ity., Or 3gain, 
with regard to tl-:o paynon t of' tcixos tho Bible teaches oxplici tly 
that the taxes raised b y t li...o Govornocnt f'or tho running of' tho 
oou:.'1try ought to bo paid fully... Thus~ Jesus said "Render to 
Caesar the tr..ings that are Ca.osarts 11 and St ,, Paul taught i n 
Ror.mns ch. 13, verses 5 and 6 that wo should pay f' :i i t:..:..fully our 
taxes f'or co:wcie:ice sako 11 ~ a::J.d PGter i:i his first epistle 
ch. 2, v,, 13 ~ says "Be subject to every orcli.nanoe of' nan for 
tho Lord 2 s s<:ike ". I:.1 spi to of' tills clear ton ching of' tho Bible, 
Davis in Vol. II page 339 tenc:'.:_es tho t t :'..':i..e paynont oi: tnxos, 
oven when it is :fully recogl'lisod that the taxes are just, is not 
ni1 obligation in tho con science, but i:f the citizen is willing 
to risk t h o f'ino he does notl1.i:q.g wrong in evadi:.1g taxes; t h ough 
of course Davis docs not approve of' e1e enployn ent of f'raud, docei t 
or lying in the Dattor. But oven w:!l.011 taxes arc successfully 
ovadod by those si:.1s ho states that t h ere is no obligot:i.on to 
t:i.al:::o rosti tutiono He urges caution, h owever, ror:mrking "Evon 
the statonent m'1d still. r.10re tho putting into practice a ::' the 
conplete doctri!lo 0 :1 taxation arc apt to give scondc:iJ.. and do hara to 
religion" which r,1ight be doscribod as an understaton::mt .1 Ono 
of' the reasons why Protestants object to su.bsidisi::.1g Ronan Ca.thoJ.ic 
schools out of' nonoy raised by taxation is because they do not 
seo the justice of' paying for tho inculcotion of' such tcochinge 

These soer:tlngly loss t~i.an ooral conclusions of' tho oorol 
theologians spring directly f'ron t:ho i:.1vosti gation of' a 
r.tlnimun stnndard a...'1.d this in turn 11ocessariJ.y springs f'ror:1 tho 
doctrine that our justification is based o::.: ::nrr o-:m efforts; 
f'or our own efforts can never by 100 per cont porvoct , But any 



rocor:u:.1cnded course of' noral:i ty whio:1. is loss th.nn God ts 
pcrf'cction will have i:'1 i t s tra1~ge l:inks of' i .r.u:1oral conclusions 
such as tho o::os I hovo drawn attention to., 

Thor0 is no n.1. torI:.ativo to tl.:.o Bibl e stnndard of 
100 per cont porf'ectio11. Tho disti:c.0tio:1 between God's 
cou."?J.sols u..?ld God 1 s cor::na11dr.1e:n ts as though one wore o:f a 
loss standard than ti-10 other is w::t th.out any basis in 
Scripture. ITowhGro doos God lower HiB roquirouonts into 
sooc thing loss than pori'oct 1 fo:>:> this v.rould mou...-1 tna t: Ho 
is •·Tilling to condo:rn sin 1 for anythi!lg loss t:i.a:i porfoct 
is to thc:i t ex ton t Ui."'1.dor tho infl uonoo of' s in., ::Lt follows 
with ronorsoloss logic t?i.n t it is i r:;possiblo that out own 
efforts s h ould bo part of' tho groll.!."'tds o:i ·which God gron ts 
us snl. va tio:n f'or J:fo is o:f purer oyo3 t.1:.a:n. to behold :tniqui ty and 
:ro ca:-::i.not base Lis docis:!..on t o accept us on s ono t h ing which 
contains within it ir:JPor:fcction and s in. . Thus~ we soo fi1at 
tho doctrine that we aro saved through Christ alone is not only 
tl:oroughly Biblica.l, but a.lso t:~o only logical and solf-~consistont 
doctrine. Christ's righteousness olono con covor our 
unrighteousness,,,, Salvation is of:forGd to u.s f'rooly on this 
basis as a gift., Our noral cf'f'orts nro tho consoquonoe of' our 
salvation; they spring :fror.i o so:'lso of' thanl~ful.noss thnt God 
has noccpted us frooly f'or Christ~s sako; they circ tho result 
of' the Holy Spirit within uso They uust alwciys a.ir::i at tho 
very highest, f'or noe-ii:ig loss is wo:r.t:J.y of' our Caviouro 3ut 
w1:.oro we cooo short t~-ioro is f'ull and :froc f'orgi voness if wo 
arc sorry f'or it and tur:~ bn cl:: in :f~:d t:-: to our Saviour. 

10e1e71 

II '.1..~ :IE PROTES'I'AtIT F 1.,ITI-I II 
is broadcas:ts every sooond Sunday 

.at 9e 15Po n . . r:rrJ:?~:.' 2C:~ 

Copies of' those f'ortnj.ghtl:r broadcasts 
r.Jay be obtained ($2.,00 per ; ·oc:ir posted), 
by 1.-;rriting to !!Tho Protestant Faith!' ~C/-
2CH, York Stroot, SYDIIBY. n.s.u. _g.QQ.Q ,, 


