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THE LIFE OF A NATION

Uo mou ke ea 0 ko oino i ko pono. | know that
only a few of you hove ever heard those words
before. In a few minutes,|'ll tell you what they
mean. For now, I'll just say that they are Hawaiian.
Ua mouke ea 0 ka aina i ka pono.

Hawaii is a fascinating state of the union we
know as the United States. It is the only one in
which Coucosions ore in the minority, and it is the
only one that is a honeymoon haven for Japanese
couples. The state ofHawaii is part of a- group of
Sandwich Islands which become the Republic of
Hawaii during the 19th century and ceded itself to
the United States in 1898. In 1900, the .Uni.ted States
mode it a territory, and it becom®tlie 50th. state
in 1959.

The island state of Hawaii. illuminates se','.eral
important fclS about the United States that should
not be forgotten now when' the presidertiaugu
ration is in the new$he ceremony in- Washington,
D.C., which vests the massive authority of the
United States' presidencyin Jomes Earl(;:orter,is
not of significance for thémerican people alone.

It is on event that is bound to hove large repercus
sions around the worldThe Manchester Guardian,
published inLondon, hos said that, in a sense the
presidentof the United Statesis the presidentof

the world.

And the very geography of Hawaii unders@ores
the world-wide impact that life in the United States
hos these days. For its location, -roughly at the mid
point of the Pacific, graphically demonstratedhat
America's destiny is tied into the fortunes of the
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developing Orient. Furthermore,its racial mixture
highlights the way peoples of many races are port
of the American dream which still functions as part
of the mystiquethat givesthe American nation its
forward motion.

But of course, there ore millions in the world right
now who do not need the physical presence of an
American state ha)Jfway across thePacific to help
them understand that America has a tremendous
impact upon the conditions that exist in many coun
tries around the worldThe Australian businessman
who sometimes shakes his head in dismay when he
realizes how American capital has influenced the
development of his country needs no such reminder.
And though the memory of its ill-fated Inda China
adventure is rapidly evaporating in the United
States itself-as if it is an event that never actually
happened-there are millions on that subcontinent
still painfully aware of the awesome power America
can deploy if it develops the rationale to do so.

And since the .lost major inaugural, political
events withinthe United States hove furnished the
world with a specter ofcorruption that hosmode
cynicism regarding notional life more widespread
now than ever before.The heartrending agony of
American democracy over the Idst three years, with
vice presidential and presidential resignatiohg&ggh
level indictments,and embarrassingimprisonments
for White House staff memberdjos hod its reper
cussions, too, in other countries, where scandal has
blossomed. It is important, even while the rhetoric
of inauguration isspoken over the land, to remind
one another that any notion, however great and
noble, con still do evil and ignoble things. And
every nation is a member of .-thevast family of
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nations, which means that whatever it does will
somehow send a shock wave around the world. No
nation stands Bne. Our destinies are interwoven.

It is so easy with all the speechd® flags, the
marching, and the built-in possibilities for hypocrisy
that are a part of inaugural festivities to overlook
the fact that the life of our nation and its conduct
in the world are surrounded by many possibilities
for rebellion against Almighty God. It is possible
even for a nation like America, which has its prayer
breakfasts, and which invokes the name of the
Almighty.

And this is where Hawaii comes into the pict-ure.
Because of its location, yes, a location that under
scores the way nations today are living together
on our small earth. But also because of the Ha
waiian phrase Ua mau ke ea o ka aina i ka pono.
That's Hawaii's motl'o. And ifs beautiful. This is
what the language of the Hawaiian monarchs means
,n English: "The life of the land is perpetuated in
righteousness." America, do you hear this message
that originates far out in the Pacific, that soars
over your mountainsand reverberates acrosyour
prairies? Are you listening? Does this message
penetrate the hearts of your citizenry, does it en
velop the processesof government,does it pene
trate the recessesof your council chambers? Few
words could be more timely than these: "The life
of the land isperpetuated in righteousness."

The idea in the motto of the Pacific state is
thoroughly Biblical. It reflects the Bible'steaching
that no notion con expect to receive the blessing
of Almighty God if it consistently chooses the path
of unrighteousnessand injustice. And no nation
con succeed without the blessing of Almighty God.
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Truths like these leap out of the pages of the Bible
whenever you open it. In the Old Testament,
Psalm 33 emphasizes the necessity of a nation's
fearing and honoring God in especially compelling
ways. Right now, when many are enthralled by the
pageantry of great political events, let's back off
long enough to let the message of ttsalm grip
our hearts. At its centeris the brief phrase: "Blessed
is the nation whose God is the Lord '..The na
tion whose God is the Lord willbe blessed. But
the other side of the coin is this: the nation that
consistently disobeys theord will be cursed.

Notice these words fronPsalm 33and sense its
flavor:

[The Lord] loves righteousness and justice..

Let all the earth fear the Lord,
let all the inhabitants of the world'

stand in awe of him!

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord ...

The Lord looks down from heaven,
he sees all the sons of men;

from where he sits enthroned he
looks forth

on all the inhabitants of the earth,

he who fashions the hearts of them

all,
and observes dl their deeds.

A king is not saved by his great
army;

a warrior is not delivered by his
great strength.

The war horse is a vain hope for
victory,

ond by its great might it cannot
save



Behold, the eye of the Lord is on
those who fear him,

on those who hope in his steadfast
love,

that he may deliver their soul from
death

and keep them alive in famine (vv. 5, 8, 12-19).

Now, Psalm 33-and the fascinating motto of
the state of Hawaii reflects Psalm 33-forces -us to
do some hard thinking when it comes to a country's
political life. It reminds us that God is not im
pressed by the thin.ss that impress We are im
pressed by a gross notional product, a booming
economy, prosperity, military might, and so on and
so on. These are all high profile things we can seeg
easily, and we think they directlyaffect our well ‘
being. But theBible says thatGod is looking for
something else.The Lord loves righteousness, and
when He looks down on the deeds of peoplein this
world, righteousness is what He is looking for.

What about the righteousness of America? What
does the record show?Ask a black American that
question and he will tell you that for reasons he
cannot perceive his people are simply not being
given the opportunities that other Americans ore
receiving. He will tell you how, so far as he is
concerned, it seemsthat too many of his people
ore being contained in ghetto areas from which
there seems to be no possibility of escapénd it
is well possible that the block American you ask
will raise questions about how just and - righteous
America hos been in its treatmentof people like
him.

Moreover, America hos added to its manifold
transgressionsthe unspeakable murder of millions
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of unborn children since the last time it celebrated
the inauguration of apresident. Though there are
some, apparently a majority of its citizens, who
refuse to consider this acrime, there are some of
us who wi.1l1l neveaccept thiscontemptibleevalu
ation of human life.There is a drift toward death
in America today that is appalling, and unless
legislative and judicial machinery is brought into
play to halt it, the destruction of our Mational life
is inevitable.

Surely it should not be considered treasono-us to
suggest, evenas the nation triesto shake off the
last remaining corruption of Watergate and start a
new chapter, that there iesmple reason for us to
speak words of repentance and assume the posture
of penitence.For many and complex reasons, there
is innocent blood on the hands of the American
people. We must recognize thigven now as the
cadence of the honor guard is heard and the in
tonation of solemn oaths marks the inauguration of
a new government within this great land.

The life of the land is perpetuated in righteous
ness, and if there igo righteousness, the life of a
land withers and the nation hurtles toward judg
ment. "Blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord," yes, but the Lord will not be the God of
the notion which consistentlyrefusesto allow the
witness of God's Ho.ly Word to sound in certain
areas of its national lifelhe Lord will be the God
only of the notion that listens to the Scriptures and
obeys them.Only the notion that obeys God's call
to repentance and steadfastly rededicates itself to
pursuing national greatness that is defined by con
formity to the will of God, can expect His con
tinued blessing.
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| know that many of you would agree with what
| have said thus farThe fact that so many of you
do, and the fact that | can speak freely in this
messagewhich has been broadcast right in Amer
ica as well as throughout the world, is an indication
that there is great hope for this land. But the
question now is this: what must be done?

One thing is certainif America is to repent and
change, the change will have to find its source
within the Christian: community. It will not be
enough for Christiansto decry and "to view with
alarm" conditions within their nation, as | amdo
ing right now. This is not enough. It is just so
much breast beating and hypocrisy. The present
state of crisisis a time in which believers inthe ‘
gospel, if they are serious about their faith, must
get to work as never before.

For when the Bible says thatthe nation will be
blessed whose God is the Lord, it is not speaking
about some kind of general, undefined God, but
it is speaking about the God who revealed Himself
fully in the Lord Jesus Christ who suffered, died,
rose again and now rules at the right hand of God
the Father. This is the God Christians know. The
exciting message of the salvation He purchased
must be announced as never before so that men
may come back to God by kneeling at the foot of
Jesus' cross. There, receiving cleansing from their
sin, they will receive the power of Jesus' Holy
Spirit that wi.1¥nable them to begin to live lives
that bring honor and glory to their Savior.

There is hope for America and for any nation so
long as the liberating good news of the gospel can
be proclaimed within its borders. What must be
done? This must- bedone. And let there be no
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mistake, the work of gospel proclamation must ad
vance as never before. This is the first responsi
bility of the people of God.

In addition, those who know the secret of Jesus-
salvation and who iive out of the power of His
Spirit must develop the skill of establishinga re
lationship between their faith and political life.
After al, the Jesus who stands at the center of the
Christian religion is not uninterested in the political
process. He has created our world and human
nature-oil the things that give rise to political
reality--and He is the King of every nation. There
fore, those who live beneath the banner"of the
Lord Jesus Christ must not only announce that they
are Christians as they are active in the political
arena, but they must, as Christians, pursue solutions
to our manifold problems, solutions which reflect
the will of the Lord.

On the one hand 1t 1sextreme.lyencouraging
that the last election featured a surfacing of the
religion of the Lord JesusChrist in a veryremark
able way. On the otherhand, it is extremely dis
couraging that in many instances political figures
who have boldly announced that Jesus was the
center of their spiritual life, havefelt it necessary
to assure theelectorate that they would not allow
their religious commitmentsto interfere with their
,onduct of office.

Do we in America reallywant those who have
grave responsibilitiesto discharge them in such a
schizophrenic manner? Do we real.ly want them
to be Christians only in terms of their worship and
their, personal prayers, and to be pragmatic sec
ularists when they decide great affairs of state?
Surely the land which has enjoyed the sustaining
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reinforced by o strange sounding motto which re
minds us that thkfe of the land is perpetuated in
righteousness. Moy God bless the new president,
and may God help America pursue this righteous
ness in the coming years.

influence of great faith infused into its history from
colonial times deserves more from its elected
officials. Moy we not expect that Christians in
government will draw from the rich resources of
their faith as they assessthe grove problems that
confront all men and strive to achieve solutions for
them?

After all, the real problems of the presentmo
ment are preeminently religious: energy, arms, food,
education, welfare. They ore religious, ore they
not? Would we not :expect that thosevho claim
they know the Lord's will for their lives, would
bring their knowledge of His will to bear upon the
work which they hove been called to execute on
behalf of the people? And what | hove just said 11
hos nothing to do with the establishment of religion
or the separation of church andstate. But ithos
everything to do with using men in their totality in
political life. Christion officits must conduct them :
selves as Christians as they think, andspeak, and
act.

If Christion people do not find ways to establish
o connection between their confession of faith and
their public conduct in office, they con beat their
breastsoil they want, but the fact will still remain
that they ore as much at fault as anyone if the;r
notion continuesto pursue the path of evil. The
God of the Christion faith is o God ,of righteous
ness,and Christiansshould be able to discern the
shape this righteousness should take in terms of the
issues that face us now.

Blessed is the notion whose God is the Lord. Prepared for broodcost by Dr. Joel Nederhoocl.
Psalm 33 invades the pageantry of inauguration e Rodio Minister, Christion Reformed Church.
with this solemn reminder. An.d. from the is.land. et 2 COTIZZeB‘I’DCr'ithEZdH:g;{tS’ 1 Esums,
state washed by the gentlRacific this reminder is
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The message printed in this pamphlet was heard over the
Back to God Hour, which is broadcast every Sunday in
co-operatiorwith the ChristianReformed Churches of
America, in QueenslandNew South Wales,Victoria,
Tasmaniaand Western Australia, and by shortwave
throughoutthe world.

P.O. Box 108, P.O. Box 15392
New Lynn
SUTHERLAND, N.S.W.2232. AUCKLAND N.Z.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7

