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L : what they call the Fort Findlay Award to some former
YOUR FUTURE IN THIS re?ident of the city. It would seem thera waarcity
CHAOTIC WORLD of candidates this year, for they gave it, whiale |

am sure | didn't deserve, but which | nevertheless greatly
appreciated. Accordingly | went to Findlay to receive it.
Before the presentation | was interviewed by reporters

Scripture: Romans 8:28; Luke 4:18; John 1:4, 8:12
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both of which some forty-five years ago | myself served
EVERY person from time to time during his life lakes as a reporter, having in mind at that time to be not a
a lookaheadat the futureand wonderswhat it holds minister, but a newspapermanl. sat there being inter

for him. He is also likely to ask himself in what way he rogated by two boys and a girl, three of the nicest, most
can determine that this future Sha” be one of dignity E’Td straightforward young peop]e you could possib|yimagine.
honor and usefulness and a fair degree of human happi They were intelligent,too - much more intelligent,|

ness and Victory. What is to be his future in this chaotic am sure, than | and others of my generation were at that

world? age. They had a grasp of life that was quite mature. They

| recentlyhad an experiencethat bears on this, an asked me the usual kinds of questions: what did | think
experience thatas rather touching to rhewentback about Viet Nam and this and that - essentially the same
to a hometown ofnine, Findlay, Ohio. | have several kinds of questions | asked when | was a reporter back in

hometowns due to the fact that as a boy my family lived the days when we'd never heard of Viet Nam, but were
in several different places. But we livedin Findlay longer  gimijlarly troubledabout other situationsin the world.

than in any of the other places. It is a beautiful little city, Finally one of them looked at me and asked, "Dr. Peale,
with a population of about thirty-five thousand -1 think have you any advice for young people about how to work
one of the loveliest cities of its size in the whole country. for 3 good future for themselves and, beyonddnat,

they can help make the world a better place for mankind?"

COPYRIGHT 1966 by FOUNDATION FOR CHRISTIAN LIviN¢hought that was a very intelligent, proper question,

This is a recorded transcription of a sermon delivered 8RfchmpBfgavoredo answerit as best!l could. But I
ngl_%usly b)(/jDr.fPeaIe alt MarbledCc%Heg|ate|ghurch_. h think my answer was inadequate. The next morning an
ousands of people aroun e world receive each m ewi il ;
printed copies prDr. FI)Deale's sermons. We will also gladly mai .W'th _certaln fru_ands brough’; torupy “mind ong el
you, your family and friends. _S|mE!y. send names and_adffedsest (WRRring texts in all the Bible, and | wished I
ip no.) to: Foundation for Christian |V|ngt, Pawllng[ N.Y. 125 Bég%thouihtof it when talking with thosefine young

his Christian work is entirely dependent upon voluntary co io ; ; :
as no specific charge or sugsc,ri%tion pricg is made for tﬂg w';p M@ speaking at a convention in Columbus and
sermons. Your gifts,” together with others, make possible th - e present were Mr. and Mrs. JohnSGlenn

distribution of Dr. Peale’s message of practical Christian living.
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parents of JohGlenn, thastronaut. They gawee a said he thought the average person didn't use more than
most interestingpocket-sizebookletof Scripturepas twenty percent of his brain power. And maybe he was
sages, which they autographed foAndel chanced being an optimist at that. This goes for me, of course,
to open it to the great words from Romans 8 :28, "Hie same as it does for you -or for that psychologist.
things work together for good to them that love Godl) ®Feaching this sermon I'm perhaps using somewhere

them who are called according to his purpose." between ten and twenty percent of my brain power. And,
friends, even that is an effort. Just suppose that | could
THAT is a tremendous text. means thagverything get free -just for once - and use fifty percent of my

that happens in your life - harsh, painful, hard thoudhain powerWell, fifty percent ofine might not be
it be - combines with all the rest of your experience féPoimpressive, but it would surely be memorable at least
your good if your life is dedicated to God. This is orf® ényself.
the deepest philosophies ever enunciated, that we areE¥erybody has potential. God put 1t m you. That is a
take all things - what we think is good and what wdremendousvord: potential.lt meansthat you have
think is bad - and draw themall togetherinto a powers that are incipient only or are ddumatitat
symphony of creativity and make it work for good. APijd be used, and that would be tremendous. Why then
that's the way itis, if we are in harmony with God's d@flltyou use them? Why don't | use mine? That would
and mindful oflis love.So | submit that this the bethe way to have a bright future, for sure, both for
secret of having a bright future in this chaotic worl@unselves and in future service in the world. Why, there
enough people were to take hold of this idea and ligeem@ughuo_ otential any sizablegroup of Christian
key with it, moving out from the churches into the woigople to turn a great modern city dpsideand correct
outside, we could make all things work together for &bidg evils. And why limit it to a city? Eleven men once
in the world too. got their potential freed and began to use it, and they
With that idea as a background, the essential firsttst@gd the whole world upsidedown. They were so
would be to let God release a fuller measure of ouflyg@mic that whereverthey wentthey turned things
tentiall do not believe any individuafwITI' have a tridpside down, bringing new life, new understanding and
" great future who doesn't somehow tap his inner resourf@y joy. Did anybody ever say that about you? About
and latent powers more effectively. To what extent R§eHow to release our pot@®is is the problem.
you drawn your powers into action? It is an interesting
question to try to answer. THERE is @ member of Mearklollegiate Church who
Some time ago got todiscussingwith agroup of is a great expert in the field of merchandising. His name
psychologists the pathetic fact that most men and vi®nrA@posParrish. And "A.P.," as heis called byhis
live and die and never get their resources, their pdifé@nds. says, "There ought to be eleven commandments."
resources, released to any high degree. One psychoditgjifelieves inthe ten, but he would like to add another.
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And what do you think would be his suggestion for the mustalso developan unwaveringconfidencén one's
eleventh commandment? "Thou shalt use all thy talents power to_overcome, with God's help, all the adversities

to the uttermost." life brings along. Life in this world is so full of trouble.
Well, I'm not so audacious, nor is he either, as to think Recently | made a speech to a group of fifteen hundred
we can rewrite the DecaloBué!l am sure that this women. And when | had finished my speech they asked

idea fits in harmoniously with the Gospel of Jesus Christ me questions. Now | tell you, gentlemen, it can be quite
who came to set men free, to break the shackles off them ordeal to stand before fifteen hundred women and try
and releasethem from the prison of self-constructed to answer their questions. Again and again | was asked
limitations. The fourth chapter of the Book of Luke tells such questions as, "My boy is going to Viet Nam - what

us Jesus said the Spirit of the Lord had anointed Him _jo | do about?" or "When are we going to have peace

to heal the broken-heartednd, amongother things, so my boy can live an orderly life?"

@pre.achdeliver.ance. toqh <..apliv.\What captives? Well, | didn't mince words with thérhavegreat

Men imprisoned in fortresses, behind bars? Much more respect for mothers. I'm sure glad I'll never be one my
thanthat. People everywhere who are imprisoned in their  self. But there is a greatness in motherhood like no other
own states ofind. And Mr. Parrish believes this im greatnessMothershave love and gentlenesqyut they

plieswe should all seek to develop our inner potential also have a powerful lot of steel in them. And it has been
to the maximum. giventhem to rear the citizens of theded States,

The key for doing this is the k,ev, of faith. Itis the key generation after generation of citizens who have had to
of@rrender_ﬁgj_@_sus. It is the key of opening your heart endure and perform their duty, even to death itself. All
to GoctAnybody who will truly take that key and turn |could tell those mothers was to go home and start pray
it in the rnsty lock of his own personality will bring out ing and togetout and startworkingfor us to bring
of himself, from his buried potential, new power by which enough Christianity to bear against the problems of this
to live and by which to serve in the world. world so that we would no longer have to have such evils

"Thou shalt use thy talents to the uttermost." | suggest asthis war in Viet Nam. For any way you look at it, it's
youuse your next free quiet hour at home to ask yourself an evil thing. The world is full of evil. And a Christian
whatyour talentsare, what they really are, and then has to live in the midst.of it€d combat it. And this can
ask Jesus to take charge of your life and help you startgetyou down, it can crush you and break you. But it
using your talents to your uttermost. You'll be surprised won't break you if you love God, for then "all things work
by yourself. And your life will be so much larger and together for good" at long last.
more joyous.

ONE blessing you get from love of God is light in xour
Now in order to live and work serenely and at one's mind,_radiance in y..QJJ):.Ji.eart. And if you have a mind
best in a world ofirmoil and difficulty and pain one full of light, the darkness can't overcome it. Throughout
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the world there are these two great forces of light gpge eople. And | like be alive myself. The Bible
darkness. And there never w€s darkness that could tsign@s of Jesus that "in him was life." When you really

before the light. Jesus said, "I am thet ¢iithe world." have Him in you, you couldnt possibly be dull or dopey,
So get Him in your hea® darkness will be as many people are. | think it would be a very good thing
defeated. to prayto thelLord and ask Him,"How alive am I?"

At the time of my recent visit to Findlay | was drivegy created us to be alive. He breathed into us the breath
part of the way by a friend who works for the Ohio L|ghto_f life.But judging from the condition of some people
and Power Company. The country we drove throughp%ee' maybe they resisted the breathing.

a rich farming area, and | noticed that in almost every, would you feel if your boss spent two hundred
barnyard there stood a pole with a soft light at the JQRrs just to try to wake you up? | was at a conven
of it-not a brilliant light, but soft anld pervasive. Angon atthe Conrad Hilton Hotel in Chicago,and just

| asked my friend, "What are these lights?" before my speech this man came up to me and said, "Dr.

"Oh," he said, "we supply those to the farmers." Aiidije | have one salesman who wouldn't have the initia
he explained that for three dollars a month, | think i {ocomehere himselfso | investedwo hundred
was, you can have one of these lights. You have it putqBjjars to bring him up here. | expect you to get him
your barnyard to keep intruders away. Thieves will ventiyated so | get my money back. | got him a seat right
ture in only if the place is dark. Thus your barn an¢yown front."
house are protected, but without a brilliant iIIuminationuMy friend,” | said, "I don't think | can do that from
that would keep you from sleeping. The type of light useg,e platform.” He pointed the man out to me. As | was
+is called a mercury vapor lamp. When the sun sets @idng, | looked at this salesman now and then. He had
twilight comes and darkness is coming on, a mechany§fihg of blank, aimless expression on his face; showed
built linto the lamp triggers it on, and it remains lit @l sign of reacting to anything | was saying. Afterwards,
night. Then in the morningthe rising daylightauto as | was shaking hands with people, | noticed him still
matically turns the lamp off. _ sitting at the table, his head resting on his hand, looking

| said to my friend, “John, isn't there a parable in5t me. | went over to him and asked, "How are you?"
that? If 1 am in tune with Almighty God and the life w1y not too good."
which is in Jesus Christ our Lord, then when darkness or  wyhat's your name?"

pain or trouble comes fhigine mechanism turom "My name is Frank," he replied. "I'm the man Mr.

within me the inner light which I have through faith, and = invested two hundred dollars in, to get me

this sustains me through the period of darkness." here to this convention." )
. . "You know about it then, do you?"

TO have a bright future you must lveaBlivePer "Yes, | do."

sonally, | am a great believerin being fully alive. | love got him to come up to my hotel room so that we
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couldtalk, and | asked him,'"What's the matter with The man looked at me with interest. "How do you get
you, Frank?" this?" he asked.
"I don't know." "You getit by giving - giving yourself." And finally
"Did you go to college?" | said, "Let's pray." He then, to my surprise, got down
"Yes." And he told me the name of his college. on his knees. It was a sort of extra, out of earnestness,
"Did you do all right there?" | thought. And | offered a prayer. Then |"Naid,
"Well, I got by." Frank, why don't you say a few words of prayer?"
"That's good," | said. "And how have you been doikéell, there is nothing so thrilling as to see someone
in business?" come alive. | can't remember his prayer word for word.
"Oh," he answered, "l get by." I wish | could. | wish | had been able to copy it down.

"Boy, you're not gettipgvdry far, if you ask me," It was one of the most affecting prayers | ever heard. It
| said. "Your boss is really upset about you. What'sv&m something like this: "Lord, I'm a dull, lifeless clod.
matter with you?" | just don't amount to anything nohow. But revitalize me,

"I haven't got any energy. | don't feel lively. In tktosd." Then he got up, sat down and looked at me and
competitive work you've got to be alert, you've gothéodadd, "You know, | think the Lord is going to answer
on the ball, you've got to be out and after them." that prayer."

"Where did you hear that?" "If you think so, He will," I replied.

“In the sales meetings. And," he added, "it wears me
out to hear them talk that way. | have no interest. | have He surely did. | soon began to get reports about Frank.

no interest in anything." He became active in the churehjoined one of the
"Do you go to church?" | asked. service clubs in town and became activeWitieire.
"Oh," he said, "once ina while." threeyearshe was presidentof the local chamberof
"Do you belong to any clubs or associations?"  commerce. It seems eventually he did more for his town
"No, nothing." to build it up than any man had done in a decade. People
So you can see he was completely@c. What would used to come and tell me Frank was a ball of fire. And
you say to such a character? | said, "I want to telbty®uwank's request | went to his town one time to make

something, Frank. Or, rather, | want to &askoywe a speech. He met my plane and at once took me to see
thing. Do you believe in Jesus?" He said he did. Thiaer town's nelospital Then he showed me ity
| asked, "What's Jesus supposed to teach you?" Hall and several other civic attractioraly | said,
"Well, He teaches us to be good." "Frank, | want to go to my hotel room and lie down and z
“That's true," | said, "but did it ever occur to you thatst before | make a speech."
Jesus Christ is energy, that He is vitality, that He is lif]Rest?" he echoed. "Why should you rest? A Christian
and that if you get Him in you you'll come alive?" is supposed to have undying energy."
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