
.



g u e s t  e d ito r ia l

A P L E A F O R
F R E E DO M

The  following a re  s ome  note s  of a  s e rmon
p re a c h e d  b y  D r  R o b e r t  W ith yc o m b e  in
Moore  C olle ge  C ha pe l, 12 th  Ma rch , 1975 ,
ba s e d on  pa rt of th e  E pis tle  for Mid -Le n t
S unday (IV), Ga la tians  4:25-26.

As D e a n o f S tu d e n ts , R o b e r t
Withycombe  has  for a  number of yea rs  been
a s s ocia te d with the produ c tion o f
"S ocie ta s ". At the  e nd of this  ye a r he  le a ve s
Moore  C o lle ge  to  ta ke  u p  th e  pos ition  o f
Wa rde n  of S t Ma rk's  Libra ry, Ca nbe rra .

"N E XT YE AR  IN J E R US ALE M"
. . .  A P LE A F O R  F R E E DO M

"Ne xt ye a r in  J e ru s a le m!" is  s till a  toa s t
o r h ope  o f J e ws  a t P a s s ove r time .  It is  a
hope pres erved a mids t pressures and
pe rs e cu tions  ove r the  ce n turie s . Its  curre n t
de gre e  of re a lis a tion  brin gs  its  own  a dde d
fru s tra tion s . It is  a ls o pa rt of th e  diffic u lty
in a ny future  s e ttle me nt of tha t city.

It is  a n  e xp re s s ion  o f HO P E : o f fu tu re
fu lfilm e n t  b o th  o f th e  in d iv id u a l a n d  o f
corpora te  wors hip.

The re  is  no ne e d to re mind you  a t le ngth
(a n d  with  mu ltip le  re fe re n c e s !)  th a t  th e
conce pt of the  "ne w J e rus a le m" s te ms  from
the  Old Te s ta me nt, e s pe cia lly whe n .the o ld
city wa s  be in g  ra va ge d  (Ze c h  8 :1 -8 ).  "A
ne w J e rus a le m" is  ofte n  contra s te d with  the
mis e ra ble  s itu a tion  of th e  pre s e n t c ity a n d
th e  h u ma n  pollu te rs  a n d de s troye rs  of its
life .

O th e r pa s s a ge s ,  h owe ve r,  foc u s  on  a n
idea l- c ity , on e  wh ic h  is  in  God 's  min d a n d
pla n  for ma n  a nd one  da y to be  e s ta blis he d
on  e a rth  (e g ,  E ze kie l 4 8 ; Is a ia h  6 2 ).  Th is
ide a l is pre s e n te d a ga in , in a lle gorica l
te rms , in  Re v 3:21 a nd 21:2: "the  c ity of my
God, th a t n e w J e ru s a le m wh ic h  is  c omin g
down out of he a ve n from my God".

In Ga la tia ns 4:25-26 the ir pres ent
J e rus a le m a nd the  he a ve nly J e rus a le m a re
contra s te d; and in both "J e ru s a le m"
re p re s e n ts  th e  p e o p le  o f G o d ,  J e ws  o r
Chris tia ns .

For P a ul's  ra bbin ica l a rgume nt, one  poin t
is  v ita l:  THE  HE AVE NLY J E R US ALE M
( - T H E J E R U S ALE M W H IC H IS
ABO VE ") IS  F R E E ,  th e  fre e  woma n ,  th e
true  mothe r of u s  a ll,  ou r mothe rla nd! S he
is  th e  tru e  ob je c t o f th e  a lie n  s o jou rn e rs '
deep, homes ick yea rning.

"Bu t  th e  J e r u s a le m  wh ic h  is  a b o ve  is
FREE!" It is  cha rac te ris ed  by freedom  in its
c itize ns hip  b a s is  AND in  the  e xp re s s io n o f
its  life , fre e d o m  to  wo rs h ip  the  s o ve re ig n
Lo r d  o f th a t  C ity  in wa r d ly , in  s p ir it  a n d
truth. There  is  no  tem ple  there , accord ing  to
Revela tion 21, and  therefore , pres umably no
cultic  ritua l.

Th os e  in  th e  Kin gdom of C h ris t look to
th e  re a lis a tion  of th e  h e a ve n ly J e ru s a le m
be gu n  in  th e ir mids t: "if C h ris t s h a ll ma ke
you  fre e , you  s h a ll be  fre e  in de e d" . . .  Bu t
toda y, in  re ligion , "fre e dom" is  fe a re d; ye t
it ne e d not be  "a na rchy" or lice ns e , not if it
is  fre e dom to s e rve  Chris t a ccording a s  He
ha s  cre a te d, ca lle d, a cce pte d a nd e quippe d
u s .  Th e re fo re ,  th e  a lte rn a tive  to  lic e n s e
o u g h t n o t  to  b e  o lig a rc h y o r  mo n a rc h y,
however benevolent our loca l s upreme
a uthority (or s upre me  pontiff) ma y be !

The  Apos tle  P a ul s hould ha ve  known the
dangers of fre e dom! But he d id not
th e re fo re  le a ve  it ou t,  n o t e ve n  with  th e
Ga la tia ns , who we re  s lid in g ba ck in to
J u da is m. R a th e r,  h e  c omma n de d, "C h ris t
s e t us  fre e , to be  fre e  me n . S TAND FIR M,
th e n ,  a n d re fu s e  to  be  tie d  to  th e  yoke  of
s lave ry aga in." (Ga l 5:1)

IT  IS  A VE R Y S E R IO U S  T H IN G  IF
WE R OB E AC H O TH E R O F O U R

O N  T H E  G R O U N D S  T H AT  W E  AR E
N O T  MAT U R E  E N O U G H  T O  E N J O Y
AND US E  IT P R O P E R LY!

"The  J e rus a lem which is above is  fre e ".
Me a n wh ile  . . . "Th e  J e ru s a le m wh ic h

s he  a nd he r childre n a re  in  s la ve ry ..."
W h a t  is  t h is  s la v e r y ?  T H E N  it  wa s

s la ve ry to  th e  fu lfilme n t of th e  Divin e  la w
(a nd its  huma n  ove rla ys ? ) for s a lva tion  ...
NOW ?  (As  th e n  too? ) th is  s la ve ry oc c u rs

wh e n  a n  a u th o rity s tru c tu re  imp o s e s a
p a tte rn  o f life  with  a  s u p p o s e d ly  d iv in e
b a s is ,  wh ic h  le a d s  m e n  a n d  wo m e n  to
b e lie ve  th e y  wo u ld  e a rn  o r  ju s t ify  th e ir
s a lva tion  by conforming to it. Tha t is , the y
pu t the ir fa ith in "th e s ys te m" a nd
c on forme d to  its  de ma n ds ,  h opin g th a t in
this  the y would find the ir Ultima te  S e curity.

W h a t c h a ra c te ris e s  th e  s la ve ry o f th e
pre s e nt J e rus a le m?  To s e e k righte ous ne s s
by s a tis fying or fu lfilling the ir obliga tions  to
a n  Au th o r ity  wh ic h  b e c o m e s  a n  e n d  in
its e lf, even though it is  its e lf a  crea ture . This

whe the r th is  a u thority be  a  pe rs on ,
in s t itu t io n ,  a  p ro g ra m m e  o r  a  b o o k .

S lave ry is  to live  one 's  life  or to make  othe rs
live  the ir lives  on this  bas is ; it is  s a lva tion by
s e lf -s acrificia lly conforming to the  demands
o f s o me th in g less than God. This is
e s pe c ia lly da n ge rou s  wh e n  th a t a u th ority
ide n tifie s  its  own  in te re s ts  with  tha t of the
ins titution which he , s he  or it is  "to s e rve".

O r is  th e ir motive  "to  ru le "?  Th a t in n e r
s h ift  fro m  "s e rve " to  "ru le " m a y  b e  th e
source of the disease.

All th is  dis torts  God's  pla n . He  doe s  not
de ma n d  s u c h  "s a c rific ia l c on formity" bu t
ra th e r me rc y,  c on c e rn  for ju s tic e  e ve n  to
one 's  own los s  of powe r or "fa ce ", a nd thus
fo r  h u m ility .  F o r  e xa m p le  in  Mic a h  6 :8
"An d wh a t doe s  th e  Lord  re qu ire  of th e e ,
bu t to  do ju s tly, to  love  me rcy a n d to wa lk
h u mbly with  th y G od  . . . "

F a ilu re  to  p riz e  th e s e  q u a lit ie s  a b o ve
othe rs  is  a  s ign  tha t me n a re  in  bonda ge  to
"la w" a n d  t o the pe tty, le ga lis tic ,
a dva n ta ge  -ta king tha t th is  bre e ds . In  fa c t,
a s  in  J e s us  time , men may keep the  le tte r of
the  law and ye t be  unjus t; they may even us e
th e  le t t e r  o f  t h e  la w to  c o v e r  u p  th e ir
injus tice . Jesus had to rebuke this
P haris eeis rn, even in high places .

Toda y a  s imila r P h a ris e e is m is  ju s t a s
gre a t a  da n ge r.  F u rth e rmore ,  "J u s t a s  in
thos e  days  the  ea rthly J e rus a lem in bondage
pers ecuted the  s ons  of the  heavenly (in the ir
fre e dom), s o it is  toda y ..."

We  mus t be wa re  s a lva tion  by conformity
to  h u ma n  e la bora tion s  to  G od 's  la w or to
huma n sys tems (even thos e s eemingly
ju s tifie d  by be in g  ga rn is h e d  with  Bib lic a l
te s ts ) if,  by s o  do in g ,  we  je opa rd is e  th e
precious  freedom which we  a re  given a s  our
b irth righ t in  C h ris t.  E xa min e  you rs e lf by
a s king how you te s t ma turity in  othe rs : is  it
b y  me tic u lo u s  o b e d ie n c e  to  la w a n d  b y

IS I T  B Y T H E I R
C R E A T I V E A N D C H R I S T -
HO NO UR ING  US E  O F F R E E DOM?

Th e  C ommu n ion  S e rvic e  proc la ims  ou r
fu ll fre e dom (by C h ris t) from s la ve ry a n d
looks  forwa rd  to  ou r fu ll re le a s e  (th rou gh
Chris t) from s in; it dire cts  us  to the  ne e d for
tha t mu tua l love  withou t wh ich  a ll fre e dom
is license to s in. Le t us pra y for a
re s pon s ible  u s e  of ou r own  a n d of oth e rs '
fre e dom. AME N.

"Chris t s e t us  fre e , to be  fre e  me n. S ta nd
firm, the n, a nd re fus e  to be  tie d to the yoke
of s la ve ry a ga in".

R. S . M. Withyc o m b e .
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COMMENT
"The firs t demand which is  made of thos e

wh o b e lon g  to  G od ' s  C h u rc h  is  . . .  th a t
the y s ha ll be  witne s s e s  of J e s us  Chris t
before  the  world."

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Ethics.
Apart from the  Gues t Editoria l by Robert

W ithycombe , and the  a rtic le  on the  Moore
College  playgroup, the  contributions  to this
year's Societas explore  va rious  a s pec ts  of
Chris tian witnes s . It is  hoped tha t they will
s tim u la te  c onc e rne d  C hris tia ns  to th ink
about the implications  of the demand that is
m a de  of the m  to be  witne s s e s  of J e s us
C hris t  be fore  the  world  a nd  to tra ns la te
their conclus ions  into action. What have we
got to s ay to the  world?  How urgent is  our
ta s k?  How im porta n t is  s oc ia l c onc e rn?
How do we  witnes s  a t home , a t s chool,  a t
univers ity, a t work?  Thes e are  jus t s ome of
the ques tions  explored (in this  magazine) by
s taff, s tudents  and s tudent's  wives  of Moore
College and Deacones s  Hous e.

The  op in ions  e xpre s s e d  in  the  va rious
a rtic le s  a re  thos e  of the  authors .  They do
not neces s arily reflect thos e of the  Editoria l
Committee or the College s taff. The
divers ity of ideas  expres s ed in the  a rtic les
re fle c t s ome thing of the  hope s  a nd fe a rs
whic h the  Chris tia n  fa c e s  toda y whe n he
trie s  to tra ns la te  h is  fa ith  in to a c tion  a nd
language relevant to his  world.

John Squires.
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JESUS

JESUS

JESUS

lb y Dr D. B. Kn o x
W h a t is  th e  m e s s a g e  th a t th e  C h ris tia n

brings  to the  non-chris tian whe the r he  is  his
ne ighbour or whe the r he  live s  in  c oun trie s
a c ros s  th e  s e a ?  A s u rp r is in g  n u m b e r  o f
c ompe ting  me s s a ge s  a re  be ing  a dvoc a te d .
Me s s a g e s  o f lib e ra tion  a n d  m e s s a g e s  o f

wholenes s jos tle with mes s ages o f
judge me nt, of ne w life , of frie nds hip  a nd s o
on .  W h a t is  th e  a u th e n tic  m e s s a g e ?  In  a
word  ou r m e s s a g e  is  J e s u s .  W e  h a ve  n o
othe r me s s a ge .  But s a lu ta ry though  it is  to
re m e m b e r  th e  c e n tra lity o f J e s u s  in  o u r
me s s a ge , it doe s  not bring us  to the  goa l of
.ou r  e n q u iry.  W e  n e e d  to  a s k th e  fu rth e r
q u e s t io n ,  wh a t  it  is  we  a re  to  s a y a b o u t
J es us ?  Tha t he  was  born of a  virgin?  tha t he
live d  in  N a z a re th ?  th a t  h e  we n t  a ro u n d
doing good?  tha t he  died a t J e rus a lem?  tha t
he  ros e  on  the  th ird  da y?  a nd  s o on . The s e
th in g s  a re  t ru e  b u t  if o u r  m e s s a g e  is  to
b re a k th e  in c ru s ta t ion s  o f world lin e s s ,  it
mus t be  re levant.

The  fu ture  is  the  mos t re le va nt th ing  tha t
a n yon e  c a n  b e  to ld  a b ou t.  W e  s h a p e  ou r
p re s e n t with  ou r e ye s  on  the  fu tu re ,  s o we

FOR SERVICE
FROM C.M,S. BOOKSHOPS,

Wide range of paperbacks, theology and
commentaries.

Sunday School supplies.
Bookstall service for Church, camp or

houseparty.
Robes and Church Supplies.
Special Mail Order Service.

93 Bathurst St. Railway Arcade,
City. (1-9487. Parramatta.635-8422

S pons ored by S t Anne 's  Merrylands



But the past effects the present as well as
the future so tha t the message of Jesus  is
a lso a  message about the present, about
Jesus the divine King, exalted to the place of
power, crowned with glory a nd honour,
ruling the world. He is  the one in whom we
may put our complete trust day by day, for
he loved us and gave himself for us. He has
become our example; The example on the
one hand of absolute trust in God leading to
complete obedience even to the accepting of
death by crucifixion and of the curse of God
on sin; and the example, on the other hand,
of how we should relate ourselves to people;
"I am among you as he who serves".

Jesus exemplifies the character of God. In
him we see the holiness, the righteousness
and the love of God. Jesus, whose name is
Em a nue l,  "G od  with  us ",  J e s us  "who
rescues  us  from the wrath to come" is  our
mes s a ge. This  mes s a ge, this  news , this
Gospel will prove to be the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes.

may conclude tha t Jesus  and the future is
the cutting edge of the Chris tian message.
As  Paul put it a t Athens , God commands
everybody to change their mind because he
has  appointed a  day in the future when he
will judge the world by Jesus. The message
of future  judge m e nt by J es us , God's
appointed judge, leaps  over every culture
ba rrier. No ma tter how rich or how poor,
how wes ternis ed or how primitive , ea ch
human heart that hears that message knows
that it is  right that he should be judged and
knows  moreover tha t he  des erves  to be
condemned however much he hopes that the
pa llia tive tha t he offers  may appease tha t
ju d g e m e n t.  At th e  p o in t  o f g u ilt  a n d
conscience we a re a ll on a  level, and the
message of God's  judgement in Jesus, true
mes s a ge  a s  it is , is  very re leva nt to the
hearer, no matter whether he is  superior or
inferior cultura lly to the preacher. S ince it
is equally relevant to the preacher, he stands
a longs ide the hearer as  a  fellow man with
him, equally deserving the just judgement of
God.

But the  Chris tia n mes s a ge  is  not only

THE

mond
MESSAGE

about the future. It is  also about the past as
it effects  the future. Jesus  is  the Saviour of
the world who has  overcome our supreme
antagonist and torn up the accusations that
Satan brings against us at God's judgement
bar. That means that through faith in Jesus
the Lord we can face that future judgement
with the assurance that we will be acquitted
through J esus . The cros s  of J esus  is  the
victory of Jesus , a  victory sealed as  utterly
successful by the resurrection and triumph
over death. Death is  the incontes table s ign
of our s infulnes s . But J es us  ha s  pla inly
trium phe d ove r s in a nd de a th a nd ha s
opened the way to salvation and restoration
to the presence and fellowship of God for all
s inners  who turn and pray to him as Victor,
so that it is  a  very different future that they
look forward to, no longer a  future of fea r
of the judgement and eternal condemnation,
but a  future of enjoying God's  inheritance
sharing with our Lord Jesus  in the eternity
of heaven, through what he did a t Calvary
when he bore our s ins  in his  own body on
the cros s . The dea th a nd res urrection of
J es us  mus t be  in the  ve ry centre  of the
message.

11111=119W
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A MUSICAL
by Michael Robinson

Most of the examples of music in the
Bible are related to i ts  use within the
Ch u r ch  t o  p r a i s e  God  a n d  e d i fy t h e
congregation. However, our use of music
today is much more extensive than that. It
is used, for example, as a means of getting
the Christian message across to people who
might never enter our Churches, never listen
to a sermon, never read the Bible. Therefore
it is imperative that we use it well.

Naturally, the sort of music and song that
is used in Christian outreach must vary
according to the audience. Some people
may hear the message when it is
communicated by "serious" choral music,
others if it is communicated by folk or rock
music. It is probably in the area of rock
music that most controversy has arisen.

ROCK MUSIC
To most  t eenagers ,  Rock Music has

become the staple diet of their everyday
imisical experience. It is desirable, indeed
almost necessary, that the Christian
message be communicated to them by this
medium, otherwise it is basically foreign
and inappropriate. However, secular rock,
when i t  i s  presented live, is usually
accompanied by highly suggestive and often
explicit sexual overtones. These overtones
are communicated not only by spoken and
sung words, but also by dancing and various
"loaded" gestures. This has even led some
people to believe rock music itself to be
inspi red by Satan,  s ince i t  provides  a
suitable atmosphere for immoral thoughts.
However, this issue has not been resolved
since others  argue that  music i t sel f i s
neutral, the difficulty being merely in its
associations.

Christians using rock music should be
careful not to undermine their message by
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providing an undesirable atmosphere akin
to secular presentation. They should be
careful also to make sure the volume of
music is not so loud that i t  distorts the
words of the message, physically damage
the ears of the listeners or disturb nearby
residents.
THE WORDS

There is no reason why the Christian
singer should limit himself to songs which
are distinctively Christian in word content.
He may wish to use "ordinary" love songs,
for example, as part  of his programme.
However his total presentation must be
balanced by songs which are explicit ly
Christian.

Some songs may have popular musical
appeal but be totally misleading in their
message. For example, the song "I Wish
We'd All Been Ready" by Larry Norman,
an American Christian rock singer, is a
beautiful song with a forceful message
a b ou t  b e i n g r e a d y for  t h e  l a s t day.
However, it appears that it is based on a
misunderstanding of Luke 17:34f:

"Two men walking up a hill,
One disappears,
And one's left standing still,
I wish we'd all been ready"

The Bible does not speak of a "secret
rapture" as this song seems to imply.

Songs  about  God should refl ect  the
theological perspective of the Bible. They
should also be true to common experience.
For instance, the following song from Youth
Praise, Book One, misrepresents the reality
of the Christian life:

"Life is wonderful, Yes, it's wonderful,
Life is wonderful now to me!
I let Jesus in, he changed everything
Life is wonderful now!
Since His blessings came into my heart,
Joy unspeakable fills every part,
And I want to live for my Lord,
Life is wonderful now!"

For the Christian it is not true that Jesus
"changed everything" at his conversion; it is
not true that "Joy unspeakable fills every
part", for Christians still sometimes behave
in the same old way, still sometimes feel
sad. Christians have a full variety of human
experiences and their  songs should be
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hones t, and true  to thes e . For example :

"Lord ,  I'm  fe e lin g  low,
And Lord, I c a n 't ma ke  this  fe e ling go.
De a r God, I'm fe e ling blue ,
And  I know now Lord ,
I jus t c a nnot dd  without you."

()Mic h a e l R o b in s o n .

T HE  C HO IC E  O F  S O NG S
O rig ina l s ongs  a re  the  be s t.  In  c hoos ing

othe r pe ople s ' s ongs  the re  a re  two da nge rs
t o  a vo id .  D o n ' t  t h in k  t h a t  a  s o n g  h a s  a
Chris tia n  me s s a ge  jus t be c a us e  it me ntions
"J e s u s " o r  "G o d " o r  "My S we e t  Lo r d ".
F or  e xa m p le ,  e x-Be a t le  G e org e  Ha rr is on
write s  "re lig ious " s ongs , but the y pra is e  the
fa ls e  god Kris hna , not Chris t.

Don 't ta ke  a  good s ong a nd c ha nge  s ome
or  a ll,  o f it s  word s  to  m a ke  it  a g re e  with
your C hris tia n  vie wpoin t.  F or e xa mple ,  the
words  of the  Be a tle  s ong "Le t It Be ",

"Mothe r Ma ry c ome s  to me ,
W his pers  words  of wis dom,
Le t it be , le t it be .

are  s ometimes  changed to:
"My Lord  J e s u s  c ome s  to me  . . . "

S uc h a lte ra tions  d is p la y a  ge ne ra l la c k of
unde rs ta nd ing a nd res pec t for the
compos er's orig in a lity. S uch abus e is
u n wo r t h y o f  t h e  m e s s a g e  t h a t  is  b e in g
c ommunic a te d .
T HE  P R E S E NT AT IO N

There are ma ny ways in which a
C h r is t ia n  s in g e r  m a y p re s e n t  h is  m u s ic .
Ap a r t  f r o m  live  p e r fo r m a n c e s ,  t h e r e  is
ra d io, te le vis ion  a nd  re c ords . The s e  me a ns
re a c h  a  wide r a ud ie nc e  a nd ,  in  the  c a s e  of
re c ords ,  ha ve  a  re pe a te d  impa c t.  Howe ve r,
s in c e  mos t will p e rform th e ir mu s ic  live  in
coffee hous es and a t concerts , the
pre s e nta tion  mus t be  c a re fu lly p la nne d  a nd
rehears ed.

G e ne ra lly s pe a king  only a  fe w ide a s  from
the songs lodge in the minds o f  t h e
a udie nc e . The re fore  it is  ofte n  ne c e s s a ry to
e nric h  the  me a n ing  c onve ye d  by the  words
o f a  s on g  with  a  s p oke n  in t rod u c t ion .  In
fa c t ,  th e  b e s t  p re s e n ta t io n  c a n  o fte n  b e
ra th e r like  a  s h ort ta lk illu s tra te d  b y s on g .
O n ly in  th is  wa y will th e  d yn a m ic  o f th e
gos pe l mes s age , couched in mus ic  reach the
ears  and minds  of the  hearers .

You haven't got time

To be wondering why,

A God of love

Should let inn

You haven't go

To be wondering 14

People on earth

Are gonna see peace again.

You've only got time to make a choice, my fr

You must decide what your future will be.

Tomorrow, time might be gone.

Long ago in time

Lived a man, and he was "God -man"

And. he had time to choose

What his future would be.

He chose to suffer

And die on a cross -shaped tree,

So that you could have timr

To choose to be free.

So now you've got 1.

You must decide wha

Tomorrow, time
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TOTAL
CONCERN

People today underestimate the inflnenre
that the Chris tian Faith has  had in building
up wha t is  wholesome in our society. It is
fa shionable to decry chris tian s tanda rds ,
a nd  a cce pta ble  to  drop  a ny fa ca de  of
chris tian belief tha t would once have been
considered proper.

But, there  ha s  been no corres ponding
weakness in man's determination to
improve his  lot even in Western civilisation.
People increas ingly seek new ways , apart
from the Chris tian Fa ith, and often
contra ry to it, by which mora l a nd s ocia l
change might occur.

Perhaps most christians have also tended
to  ta ke  the  pa s t ro le  o f the ir Fa ith  in
shaping society for granted. If this  is  so, it
would be because we have fa iled to grasp
the 'a ll of life' impact of our own message.
S o, whils t God's  m ind s pea ks  to eve ry
s itua tion of life  and every endeavour and
concern of men, Chris tians  have become
content to let it speak on one subject only:
persona l s a lva tion. Thus , while the world
m oves  "forwa rd" on s eve ra l fronts , the
Chris tian who lacks  God's  perspectives , is
left s tanding with a  message tha t pushes
only on one front.

Of course this is  a generalisation to which
numerous  exceptions  ca n fortuna te ly be

' -

tound. However, like a useful generalisation
s hould, it s trikes  a t the  wea knes s  of the
majority. Some Christians might respond to
the  cha lle nge  of a  cha nging  world  by
a ba ndoning the  gos pe l m e s s a ge  in  its
Biblica l form, or a ltering its  priority in their
order of activities . But tha t would make a ll
else they might do of no real effect. To rush
off half-cocked, for example, with a  'socia l'
gospel of some kind is  to succumb to jus t
another even more limited approach. Such
a message may generate interes t, but can
never have the power to save.

The  righ t Chris tia n  re s pons e  to  the
cha lle nge  of our a ge  of va rious  s ocia l,
moral, ecological, etc movements  ought to
be  tha t of our fore fa thers  in other a ges :
involvement, not withdrawal. In this  secular
generation Christians must earn the right to
be heard, their voices will not automatically
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command respect. As  a lways , God's  pur-
poses  for the extens ion of His  Kingly rule
move forward on all fronts . God's  purposes
cover the whole of His creation, and not just
men's  "souls". It is  through His  people that
God extends these purposes and fulfils them.

This  means that the Chris tian must seek
to lea rn wha t it is  to live  for Chris t in the
total s ituation of life, and cease to compart-
menta lise it in ways  Jesus  himself did not.
We must preach and witness, like Jesus, to
His  Lords hip ,  whils t a t the  s a m e  tim e
showing by our a ttitudes  and concerns  to
life  a s  it now is ,  the  re le va nce  o f th is
Lordship.

The fulfilment of a ll the noble aspirations
of all the movements of men will come only
in God's  wa y, a nd ultima te ly only a t the
personal return of Chris t. But this  remaking
of the whole of God's  crea tion has  begun
already in the personalities  of God's  people
(2 Cor 5:17). And it has begun in other ways
too: For Jesus  did not wait for his  death to
show, among other things, that Satan's  rule

was at an end, rather he demonstrated the
impending defea t of Sa tan by cas ting out
de m ons  from  thos e  he  m e t during  h is
ministry. And he did many other things, not
only out of compass ion, but a lso to point
forwa rd to the  na ture  of his  Kingdom. If
the re  wa s a  s e n s e  in  wh ic h Chris t's
Kingdom was  present in His  own minis try,
then in the ministry of his  disciples  also the
benefits  of its  future consummation should
be demonstrated.

Chris tia ns  ought to continue  Chris t's
work (John 14:12), as  he demonstrated, by
expres s ing the cha racter of his  Kingdom,
not jus t in their own characters  and words ,
b u t  in  th e ir  d e e d s . In  t h is  wa y  t h e
proclamation of the gospel could never lose
its  absolute priority, but would only gain in
re leva nce  a s  Chris tia ns  work o u t  th e
principles  of the  Kingdom, to which tha t
gospel points, in every area of human life.

So care for people's  physical, mental and
spiritual welfare, responsibility towards  the
environment, concern for economic,
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political and social issues, these are among
the many areas  of life embraced by God's
purpos e s . In the s e  a re a s  the  Chris tia n
should be involved because of obedience to
God as Creator, and because these are the
very a rea s  tha t will s ha re  in the ultima te
fruits  of Chris t the Redeemer (Rom 8:19-
23). Feed a s tarving man bread and he will
unders tand tha t Jesus  is  the Bread of Life
a ll the more, because he can see tha t this
same Jesus  has  taught you well. You ring
true, so Jesus rings true.

There are concerns and responsibilities all
chris tia ns  s ha re  beca us e  they a re  both
huma n, a nd children of God. There  a re
other concerns which some have and others
don 't,  a ccord ing  to  the  d is tribu tion  of
Chris t's  gifts : Bu t  a ll h a ve  g ifts  a n d
concerns  for which to use them. Let each
Christian pray that God will show him what
he can do in his own situation of life. This is
living for Chris t: Tha t we witnes s  for the
whole of God's Truth.

David Gilmour
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In New York Dr. King addresses a peace rally in front of the U.N. building.

by Paul Perini

Throughout history God's people have
expressed concern for social justice; that the
socially and economically satisfied share
what they have with the deprived, and that
they promote the latter's cause. Amos, in
the eighth century BC, condemned the
selfish and oppressive rich of Israel (Amos
8:4-7). James wrote to the New Testament
church about the need for Christians to
assist in practical ways those who lacked
essential material goods (James 2:15-16).

In the middle ages religious orders cared
for those in need, notably the Hospitaler
Order which ran hostels for travellers and
developed places for the sick. During the
nineteenth century, prominent Christians,
like Wilberforce and Shaftesbury of
England, fought for social reform; in their
cases the abolition of slavery and improved
factory conditions respectively. Our own
time has produced men such as Martin
Luther King who, until his death, fought for
an end to racial discrimination in the USA.

The New Testament strongly implies that
the Christian's prime responsibility is
toward his fellow Christians (1 Cor 16:1-4;
Gal 2:10, 6:6; James 2:15, 16). However,
this responsibility does not do away with

' that due to non-Christians. Assisting those
in need, and promoting social justice, are
essential characteristics of our faith.

It is the working out of our love for our
neighbour. Jesus' answer to the lawyer of
Luke 10, who asked who his neighbour was,
that he might love him, was the parable of
the Good Samaritan. A parable that cuts
across all bounds of religious conviction and
demonstrates the nature of Christian love.

As a part of witness the Christian's quest
for social justice is crucial. In witnessing, we
endeavour  to r epresent  our  God,  and
demonstrate that he is sovereign, loving and
jus t .  Our  concern  for  peoples ' socio-
economic needs, our willingness to share
what we have, is essential to this demon-

stration as it implies the concern of our
God. However the most important aspect of
witness is the proclamation of the Gospel,
which is concerned with man's spiritual
condition as a sinner before his sovereign
God,  and God's  provision of salvat ion
through Christ. World-wide social injustice
reflects the universal occurrence of personal
sin. The Gospel seeks primarily to deal with
this sin and not its reflections. A call for
social justice is not intrinsic to it, however
such a call should accompany its
proclamation wherever possible. The
implementation of socia l  jus t ice may
enhance this proclamation, for the
preachers and the gospel message will
become more credible to the hearers if it is
seen that their physical as well as spiritual
needs are of vital concern and interest.
Most importantly, whenever Christians are
gathered there are opportunities for the
enactment of simple Christian love. These
opportunities must be taken.

In the industrialised welfare state of
Australia the modes of implementing social
justice for the Christian are changing. The
state is  assuming a far  greater  role by
providing hospital care, aiding those bereft
of family, assisting the hard-core poor, and
redistributing wealth. The Christian
community must also continue its work in
these areas, but be prepared to meet new
and subtle ills produced by big industries
and the bureaucracy of the government. For
example,  the family may suffer  severe
tension due to the breadwinner's lack of job
satisfaction or the migrant may only receive
token compensation for his home which is
now a "free -way".

The magnitud,e of social injustice outside
of Australia, and the other wealthy nations,
makes  some of our  compla int s  of the
incidents of i t  within our own country
appear to be the whims of a spoilt child.
Our minds cannot absorb all the figures and
percentages, the photos and drawings, that
the media present to us of this famished and
war -stricken world. Yet somehow we must
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SOCIAL

JUSTICE

OR

SOCIAL
WITNESS

absorb them and act to ameliorate their
conditions. The congregation member must
be provoked to thought and action by his
minister. The minister and other elders
must provide a way in which the
congregation can act. We must realise that
the reality of suffering should not depend on
how close it is to us, but on its intrinsic
nature  and magni tude.  The famine of
Ethiopia is infinitely more tragic than the
hardship of the welfare family next door.

To implement social justice inside and
outside this country, and to prevent any loss
of emphasis on proclaiming the Gospel, a
restructuring of traditional church
institutions is necessary. At the suburban
level, team ministers based in community
centres must preach the Gospel and
organise social action. At the centralised
level greater specialisation and depart-
mentalisation, for planning and research,
will have to take place. Non -earning capital
must be pruned and an example set for
action.

A number of third -world theologians
today see  Chr i s t  as  a  socio-economic
liberator as well as the spiritual saviour.
The poor that Jesus had in mind though
were the spiritually humbled and religiously
alienated, not necessarily the poverty
stricken. For the precision of the gospel to
be preserved, so as people may continue to
be brought to a point of decision about their
eternal relationship with God, the pureness
of Christ's role as saviour of sinners and not
as a socio-economic liberator must like-
wise be preserved. The social predicament,
however, which has helped produce this
t ype  of  t heol ogy i s  ve r y r ea l  and  i t s
proponents are very committed. Our
Christian community must respond to the
challenge, to call out for and implement
social justice, which they and their suffering
world present. Our motive must be
Christian love. If we fail to respond, the
true nature of the gospel will suffer and the
concept of Christ as the socio-economic
liberator will grow.
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OT
"... a nd nothing but the  truth, s o he lp

me God."
A study of witness in the New Testament

by John Woodhouse

Ma ny Chris tia ns  a re  confus ed when it
comes to "witnessing". Who is  meant to be
a  Chris tia n "witnes s "?  Indeed, wha t is  a
Chris tia n "witnes s "?  A look a t the  New
Te s ta m e nt will he lp  us  to  s ort out the
confusion.

To begin with, notice  tha t "witnes s " is
not a  specia l Chris tian idea . For example,
we commonly s pea k of "witnes s es " in a
criminal court. A person who tells  the court
wha t he  s a w, is  a  witnes s . Fingerprints
found on a  bloodstained knife may be said
to "witness" to something that has
happened. A "witness" may be described as
a  "connecting link" between the court and
something that has happened.

It is  a n ordina ry concept which a lwa ys
involves these three elements:

(eg, a murder)

on the knife)
is  addressed by the

witness (eg, the court)
The ordinary meaning of the word mus t

G BUT
be kept in mind as
Christian witness.

The Chris tian
Testament is to
happened:

"Tha t which ..
we have s een

we go on to consider the

witness in the New
something that has

. we have heard, which
. . . looked upon . . .

touched ... and we saw it, and witness
to it."

(1 John 1:1-2)
"This  Jesus  God ra ised up, and of tha t
we are witnesses."

(Acts 2:32)

More than tha t, the Chris tian witness  is
to the s ignificance of these events . In Luke
24:46-48, Jesus tells  the disciples that they
a re  witnes s es  both to his  s uffe ring a nd
resurrection, a nd  to  the  forg ive ne s s  of
sins. In other words, a Christian witness is a
connecting link, so to speak, between
someone and Jesus Christ.

We  will s ee  wha t tha t m ea ns  now by
looking at the different Chris tian witnesses
in the New Tes tament, and how each one
witnesses to Jesus Christ.
God as a witness

The firs t is  God himself. In the Gospel of
John, Jesus says "The Father who sent me
bears  witness  to me" (8:18; a lso 5:32, 37).
According to Acts 14:3 and Heb 2:4, as  the

ir _____________________s
CHRISTIANS

WANTED
An inner-city congregation requires skilled

workers for both youth and adult activities, to
add strength to existing teams and to pioneer
new ventures.

The conditions are tough, the opportunities
_are many, and the rewards great.

You need to be a self-starter, in good stand-
ing with your congregation, and have your own
transport.

Join theCOMMUNITY
OPTIMISTS

Christians committed to care
Fill in, cut out, and post now!

Rev. Stewart Jones COS

St. Peter's Anglican Church
P.O. Box 97, St Peters, 2044

I would like to offer my help. Please send me further
details.

MR/MRS/MISS

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

N / 1

14



THE TRUT

Chris tia n  me s s a ge  wa s  firs t p roc la ime d,
God "witne s s e d" by gra n ting  "s igns  a nd
wonders".
The Old Tes tament as  a witness

A s e cond Chris tia n witne s s  in the  Ne w
Testament is  the Old Testament scriptures .
The  New Tes tament write rs  a ll accept the
authority of the  Old Tes tament. Its  witness
to Chris t is therefore presented as
conclus ive , and a s  a  sufficient ground for
Christian faith. Both John and Paul express
this :

the  S cripture s  ... be a r witne s s  to
me ."

(John 5:39)
" . . . the  la w a nd  the  p rophe ts  be a r
witne s s  to . . . the righteousness of
God."

(Rom 3:21)
(also Heb 7:17; 10:15; of Luke 24:44)

Chris tian witne s s ing, then, is  firs tly to a
divine activity. Both God and the Scriptures
are witnesses to Jesus Christ.
The Apostles as witnesses

Luke, in his  gospel, and in the Acts of the
Apostles , speaks of a  third kind of Chris tian
witne s s . Luke  is  e s pe cia lly conce rne d to
s h o w th a t th e  e ve n ts o f th e  C h ris tia n
message are historical (see Luke 1:1-4; 2:1-
2; 3:1-2). Those who are called "witnesses"
by Luke  (eg , Luke 24:45-48; Acts  1:8) are
those  who can provide a  firs t hand witness
to the  his torica l events . This  is  wha t P e te r
means in this speech:

"And we  a re witnesses to a ll tha t he  did
both in the  country of the  J e ws  a nd in
J e rus a le m. The y pu t h im to  de a th  ...
bu t God  ra is e d  h im ... a nd  ma de  h im

manifest not to a ll the  people , but to us
who were chosen by God as  witnesses ,
who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. And he commanded us to
preach to the people and to witness  that
he  is  the  one  o rda ine d  by God  to  be
ju d g e  . . ."

(Acts 10:39-42)

In  th is  s e n s e  P a u l, a lth o u g h  h e  c a lls
himself an evangelis t, dis tinguishes  himself
fro m  th e  "witn e s s e s " in  Ac ts 13:31-32,
because he did not know Jesus in the flesh.
Elsewhere, however, when Paul's  firs t hand
experience of seeing and hearing Chris t on
the Damas cus  road is  emphas is ed, he  is
called a "witness" (Acts 22:15, 26:16).

What did being a Christian witness in this
sense involve?

It involve d s pe a king a bout J e s us  from
firs t hand experience. This is the
imp lic a tion  o f Luke  24 :46 -48 , a n d  th e
obvious sense of Ananias' words to Paul:

" ... yo u  will b e a  witness  for him to all
men of what you have seen and heard."

(Acts 22:15)
and Jesus  words  to Paul:

. . .
as  you have tes tified about me at

Jerusalem, so you mus t bear witness  also
at Rome."

(Acts  23:11)

In  th e  b o o k o f Ac ts , b e in g  a  Ch ris tia n
witnes s  a lways  involves  s peaking about
Jesus.
The Holy Spirit as  a witnes s

The  firs t ha nd  witne s s  to  J e s us  in  the
book of Acts  is  more  than  a  mere  human
ac tivity. Luke  te lls  us  o f a  fourth , kind  o f

Chris tian witnes s  tha t accompanies  the
witnes s  o f the  apos tles  (s ee  Luke  24:49;
Acts  1:8). Peter s ays :

"We are witnesses  to these things , and so
is  the  Holy Spirit whom God has  given
to those who obey him."

(Acts  5:32)
J ohn writes  s imilarly:

"When  the  Couns e llo r comes  ... even
th e  S p irit  o f tru th . . . h e  will b e a r
witness  to me; and you also bear witness ,
becaus e you have been with me from the
beginning."

(J ohn 15:26-27)

Th e  Ho ly S p irit is  a  witn e s s  to  .J e s u s
Chris t. We may well as k what "witnes s " in
this  s ens e means . Luke indicates  that the
Holy Spirit was  a witnes s  to the Gentiles  by
"cleans ing their hearts  by faith" (Acts  15:8-
9). John says  something s imilar:

"He who believes  in the Son of God has
the witnes s  in hims elf'.

(1 John 5:10)

Th e  Ho ly S p irit is  a  witn e s s  to  J e s u s
Ch ris t, b y g ivin g  p e o p le  fa ith  in  J e s u s

Chris t. This  thought is  expres sed by Paul:
"When  we  c ry `Abba! Fa the r!' it is  the
Spirit h ims elf bearing witnes s  with our
s pirit that we are the children of God."

(Rom 8:15-16)

Chris tians as  witnesses
We have s een four important witnes ses  to

J e s u s  Ch ris t in  th e  Ne w Te s ta me n t. We
have not yet considered the ordinary
Chris tian people who, like us , have not s een
J es us  Chris t in  the  fle s h . Is  the  o rd ina ry
Chris tian a witness?

Th e  b o o k o f Re ve la tio n  a n s we rs  th a t
ques tion. An  o rd in a ry Ch ris tia n  n a m e d
An tip a s  is  c a lle d  b y Ch ris t, "my fa ith fu l
witnes s " (Rev 2:3). Ordinary Chris tians  are
called "thos e who bear witnes s  to J es us "
(Rev 12:17). The ordinary Chris tian pers on
is  in  a  pos ition  to  be  a  witne s s  to  J e s us
Chris t.

What does  being a Chris tian in this  s ens e
involve?  It involves  s peaking . "Witnes s "
and "prophecy" are as s ociated in the book
o f Re ve la tio n  (11:3; 19:10). Witnes s  to
J es us  is  a s s oc ia ted  with  the  word  o f (o r
about) God (6:9; 20:4). J us t as  in the book
of Acts , as  we have seen, someone who does
not speak about J esus  would not be called a
witnes s  in the book of Revelation.

Th e  Ne w Te s ta me n t's  te a c h in g  a b o u t
Chris tian witness has two important
consequences:

Firs tly, a ll people are addressed by
various  witnes s es  to J es us  Chris t. The
combined  te s timony is  powerfu l indeed!
God, the Scriptures , the Apos tles , the Holy
Spirit and Chris tian people are witnes s es  to
Jesus  Chris t. To dis regard such a tes timony,
would be most serious .

Second ly, Chris tian  peop le , who  have
received this  tes timony in its  various  forms ,
are thems elves  in a pos ition to bear witnes s
to  Ch ris t. Th a t will in vo lve , e s s e n tia lly,
speaking to people about Him.
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compaike Von
by Miss Mary Andrews

(Head Deaconess)

Miss Andrews will re t i r e  from her
position as Principal of Deaconess House at
the end of the year.  She has led a most
active and interesting life, graduating from
Croydon Bible College in 1936, and
Deaconess House in 1938, before travelling
to China  as  a  CMS miss ionary.  Miss
Andrews remained in China until forced to
leave by the Communist government in
1951. On her return to Australia she was
appointed Head Deaconess and became
Principal of Deaconess House the following
year, 1953. Miss Andrews will continue in
her position as Head Deaconess.

The forces aligned against the Christian
church  a r e  becomi ng more  and  more
formidable. Today, people are being
des t royed ,  not  i n  ba t t l e s  t o save  our
country,  or for some worthy cause,  but
because they are being poisoned through
lust, drugs, alcohol and lack of purpose in
living. They are losing all hope. They are
sick in body, soul and spirit, unable to bear
responsibil i ty or pursue professions or
trades. Sin is enslaving them.

Where are the Christians who care, who
ask, "Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no
physician there? Why has the health of the
daughter of my people not been restored?-
(Jer 8:22). Has this balm lost its healing
power? Are Christians' hearts dead and
insensitive to those being destroyed by sin?
Have they forgotten. that the Gospel is the
power of God unto salvation to everyone
who believes?

One Sunday morning, some hippies
entered a fashionable church on the island
of Hawaii . The gifted Chinese pastor
invi ted several  of them to share  thei r
experiences. Their leader was a university
graduate, whose aim in life had been to get
rich as quickly as possible. He had been
successful in business and possessed a
beautiful home and several cars. He had
lived for pleasure but found nothing
satisfied him and so he turned to drugs. A
friend persuaded him to go to a camp in
California, where he found people full of life
and joy.

He determined to stay with them until he
found their secret. He did. He found new
life in Christ through repentance and faith.

After his conversion he was burdened for
the thousands in similar situations. Many
went to Hawaii and so he felt he should
share the Gospel  with them there.  His
ministry, and that of Pastor Theodore Yeh,
was to preach Christ and Him crucified, as

the One who could meet the needs of these
people. The result was that seventy
converted hippies formed themselves into a
Christian community. They really cared for
the lost and straying.

Where are the Christians who believe
there is salvation in no other name but that
of the Lord Jesus Christ? Do they come
together to pray? Where is the love that will
not stand by and watch others beaten and
robbed by the forces of evil?

NGWESO, Rev Emmanuel
Pastor in Angl ican Church,
Diocese of Victoria Nyanza,
Tanzania. Curate St Bede's,
Beverly Hills. CMS Burser,
Third Year.

NIXEY, Richard
DipTech (Comm)
Accountant. Catechist St -
Paul's, Seat orth. Sydney
Candidate. Second Year.

NOBLE, Susan
BA, DipEd
School Teacher. Indepen-
dent. Second Year.

NORCOTT, Hugh
Letterpress Printer. Catechist
St Stephen's, Lidcom be.
Sydney Candidate. First Year.

O'NIANS, Coryn, BA
District Officer, Dept of Youth
& Communi ty Services,
Student Deaconess St Luke's,
Northmead. Independent.
Third Year, Deaconess House.

PAYNE, Robin
BA, DipEd
High School Teacher, Part-
time Divinity Teacher, Meri-
den School. Independent. —
Third Year.
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actre boort 68:Una
bitterness! 14a

Do we ca re  a s  much for people  a s  the
young Chinese soldier, who, covered with
mud and blood, was suffering as a result of
war? A missionary looked at him and said,
"Comra de , you have been ea ting
bitterness ." His  eyes  flashed as  he replied,
"I might be ea ting bitterness  now, but the
world is going to enjoy peace hereafter." Do
Christians have such conviction?

Eva nge lis m  is  the  m is s ion of God in
which His word is  the power unto salvation.

God often chooses  the weak as  the mouth
piece of His living and powerful Word.

S t Pa ul fe lt compelled to procla im the
Gos pel. He s a id, "Woe is  me, if I preach
not the Gospel." True evangelism will result
when ea ch Chris tia n cons ta ntly turns  to
God the  Fa ther, the  Lord of the  Church,
a s king tha t la boure rs  be  s e nt in to  the
harvest. Are Christians today compelled as
Paul was  to procla im the Gospel to those
who are without God and without hope?

'1%1,

' e t
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PETTETT, David
Public Servant, Catechist St
Faith's, Na rra been. Sydney
Candidate. Second Year.

POULTON, Ross
Sales Representative. Cate-
chist St Paul 's,  Harris Park.
Independent. Third Year.

REAY, David
Aircraft Load Controller.
Catechist St Paul's, Went-
worthville. Sydney Candi-
date. First Year.

REES, Gordon
Industrial Officer with ABC,
Independent. First Year.

SEWELL, Richard
Computer Operator. Cate-
chist St Paul's, Seaforth.
Sydney Candidate. Third
Year.

SHIELDS, Roslyn
Student. Newcastle Can
didate. Third Year, Deaconess
House.
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"I wa s n't trying to be  ins ulting ... All I s a id
was  tha t I had read the  entire  book of J e re -
mia h while  I've  be e n wa iting for you." 'I find the Gospel very easy to understand

What confuses me is theology!'

Chesalon
Nursing
Homes

Carramar
Maternity
Home

Adoption Service

Charlton
Boys'

Home

The AnglicanHome
Mission Soci
carries on Christ's
work today

With a staff of over 450, the Anglican
Home Mission Society thrusts out on
your behalf to meet the needs of the
sick, aged, the unmarried mother
and baby, adoptive parents, boys
from the courts, low income and
socially deprived families, the
prisoner and family, patients in
general and psychiatric hospitals,
drug dependents. In short, to any
person with any sort of problem we
are "Good Samaritans to those in
need".

Anglica n Home Mission Society,
387 Kent Street, Sydney. 2000.

Girls'
Hostel

Counselling'

Service

Chesalon
Home Nursing
Service

Opportunity
Shops

South
Coast
Service

Drug Field Worker
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SINDEN, Philip
Mom (Econ)
Marketing Officer, Catechist
Christ Church, St Ives.
Independent. First Year.

SINGER, Mike
Part-time. Welfare Officer
Sydney City Mission and Staff
Worker St Matthew's, Manly.
Third Year.

SMYTH-KING, Rich
Outboard Mechanic -Boat
Fitter. Catechist St Mary
Magdalene, St Marys. Sydney
Candidate. Second Year.

TAYLOR, Peter
BA, LLB
Married to Judy. Children
Jonathan and David. Pre-
vious occupation Barrister.
Ca techis t St Phi l i p ' . South '
Turramurra. Independent.
Second Year.

TH O M AS O N ,  Char les  H enry
Stewart
R.A.N. College. Britannia
R.N. College Dartmouth.
Naval Officer, Sugar Cane
Farming, A.B.C. Clerical
Officer. Entered college
from St.  Paul's Presbyterian
Church Gordonvale, Qld.
Married with six children.
Independent.

TIO, Ley Na
LTh (MB!)
From Indonesia. BD Student.
First Year. Deaconess House.

P bAYGROUP
MOORE COLLEGE PLAYGROUP

There's  not  much  room for  ch ild ren  to
p lay in  Newtown .  It  u sed  to be on ly the
street but now, inside an old home, up to 20
ch ild r en  a n d  a b ou t  1 2  moth er s  meet  on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings for
Playgroup.

We operate like any other suburban play-
group and have lots of exciting and varied
activities which are organised by two
mothers on a voluntary roster.  Modelling,
play -dough, finger and brush painting, large
wa ll collages  and  "popcorn" mak ing a re
some of the favour ite act ivit ies .  Mothers
are encouraged to join in and play with their
children and usually half of each session is
free -play where children can ride the
rocking horse, play house, or dress up. As
paint and play -dough is freely available for
free play, many a mother goes home at the
en d  of a  s es s ion  with  a  mu lt i  -colou red
urchin!

Lively  s on gs  a n d  a  s t or y  b r in gs  ea ch
playgroup to a close and hopefully children
will fall into bed when they get home. Both
mother s  and  ch ild ren look forward to
playgroup as one of the high points of the
week.

Janine Hannaford.

In Christ's name
we care

CHURCH OF
ENGLAND
HOMES Director,

The Rev. F.J. Rice,
P.O.Box 41, Carlingford, 2118
phone 8717333 Sydney.
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"Your sermons on togetherness have half-
emptied the church."

(Chris tia n e duca tion in the  he a rt of the  City)

St. ANDREW'S
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL

S t . An d re w's  is  a  s p e c ia l s c h o o l. It  p ro vid e s  a
broad and progres s ive education through prim ary
a n d  s e c o n d a ry le ve ls  fo r  n e a rly 400 b o ys  fro m
every co rne r o f the  m e tropo litan  a rea . The re  a re
s cholars hips  for Choris ters  and Probationers  and
regular partic ipa tion in  the  m us ic  life  of the  Cath-
e d ra l. Re lig io u s  te a c h in g  a n d  d e vo tio n  fo rm  a n
in tegra l pa rt o f the  s chool's  curricu lum . The  new
Cathedral School, due for com pletion in  1975, will
open  up  an  exc iting  fu tu re . The  s choo l will rank
am ong the m os t m odern and bes t equipped in the
world .
Lim ite d  va c a nc ie s  a va ila b le . Write  o r te le phone
for a ll in form ation:

S T.  ANDR E W' S  C ATHE DR AL S C HO O L,
511  KENT S TREET,  S YDNEY, 2000 .

TEL: 61 6491
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S CHOOLS
b y Marie  Gilmo u r

How ofte n  d o  we  th in k o f ou r  C h ris t ia n
re s pons ib ility in  te rms  of involve me nt in  the
p la c e  we  work?  It is  s o e a s y to ne g le c t our
r o le s  a s  C h r is t ia n s  b y n o t  wo r k in g  o u t
prope rly wha t this  re s pons ibility implie s .

The  C hris tia n  te a c he r ne e ds  to re a d  a nd
th ink a bou t is s ue s  in  E duc a tion  a nd  a bou t
the  role s  he  mus t p la y.  The n  he  will ta ke  a
re s pons ib le  le a d  in  a pp lying  the  knowle dge
a nd  ins igh ts  ga ine d .  More  tha n  tha t he  will
a im  to  in flu e n c e  th e  fu tu re  of E d u c a tion .
The  Te a c he rs '  F e de ra tion ,  for e xa mple ,  is
one  c ruc ia l a re a  whe re  C hris tia n s  ne e d  to
c ons ide r the ir involve me nt.

G od ma y c a ll s ome  C hris tia n  te a c he rs  to
an es pec ia lly d iffic u lt or ra d ic a l role .
Howe ve r the im p orta n t th ing is tha t
Chris tian teachers  s e t thems e lves  s tandards
of c onduc t a nd ta ke  a n a c tive  inte re s t in  the
a ffa irs  of the ir s chool.

T wo  o th e r  a re a s  o f c o n s id e ra t io n  th a t
re q u ire  fre s h  a t te n t io n  a re  lo c a l c h u rc h
involve me nt and the role o f C h r is t ia n
te a c he r s upport groups . In  the  loc a l c hurc h
a  te a c h e r's  g ifts  c a n  b e  u s e d  b u t h e  mu s t
be wa re  tha t the y a re  not monopolis e d to the
d e tr im e n t o f h is  work a t  s c h oo l.  S u p p ort
g rou p s  o fte n  c om p le m e n t  th e  ro le  o f th e
loc a l c hurc h  in  e nc oura g ing  the  te a c he r to
live  as  a  Chris tian in the  s chool.

P e rs ona l re la tions hips with s t a ff  a n d
pupils  a re  a n  importa nt a re a  for a  Chris tia n
teacher to cons ider. More than mos t
profe s s ions te a c h ing provide s a m p le
op p or tu n ity for e xe rc is ing C h ris t ia n
p a tie n c e  a s  a  u n iq u e  wa y of s h owin g  th e
c la ims  of Chris t.

Th e  C h ris tia n  p u p il h a s  re s p on s ib ilitie s
towards  his  peers , his  teachers  and his  work.
If a  pup il works  to the  be s t of h is  a b ility he
is  witnes s ing to the  fac t tha t Chris t rule s  his
life .  The  p ious  pupil who fore s a ke s  work to
"witne s s " m a y b e  s a yin g  t h a t  t h e  e n d
ju s tifie s  th e  me a n s .  Th a t d oe s  n ot h on ou r
C hris t.

Ba d te a c he rs  a re  ha rd  to re s pe c t, but the
C hris tia n pupil's be ha viour will be
importa nt if he  wa nts  to poin t h is  frie nds  to
C h ris t.  He  will wa n t to  h on ou r C h ris t a n d
not jus t go a long with the  c rowd.

T h e  m os t  d iffic u lt  a re a  to  ta c kle  is  th e
peer group.

You  c a n  e a s ily h id e  with  fr ie n d s  in  th e
'G od  S qua d ' or g ive  in  to the  fe a r of be ing
out of things  and go a long with the  c rowd.

Chris tia n  groups  c a n e nc oura ge  pe rs ona l
witne s s  a nd  a rra nge  c orpora te  a c tivitie s  to
r e a p  t h e  h a r ve s t  a lr e a d y s o wn b y  t h e
in d ivid u a l.  Th e y s h ou ld  c om p le m e n t,  n o t
replace  the  role  of the  pupil's  loca l church in
building up the ir chris tian life  and witnes s .

It is  up to e a c h pe rs on to re a s s e s s  be fore
G od his involve me nt in thes e areas .
Chris tian pa rents  need to cons ide r how they
c a n  s upport the ir c h ildre n  in  me e ting  the s e
challenges . I n  f a c t  w e  a l l  n e e d  t o  b e
examining new ways  to be  more  e ffec tive  a s
a  C hris tia n  in  p re s e n ting  the  gos pe l a nd  in
c a ring for God's  world.

Ma rie  Gilm o u r.
2 2

F AM IL Y
by Barbara  S quires

If  o u r  c h ild r e n  h a ve  b e c o m e  o n e  o f
C hris t's  floc k th rough  the ir ba p tis m, a nd  if
we  a re  "ma kin g  ou r p ra ye rs  u n to Him th a t
( th e y)  m a y le a d  th e  r e s t  o f ( th e ir )  live s
a c c ord in g  to th is  b e g in n in g ",  we  c a n  tre a t
o u r  c h ild r e n  a s  fe llo w C h r is t ia n s  t o  b e
nurtu re d a nd n ot as heathens to be
c on ve r te d .  W e  c a n  n u r tu re  th e m  in  th e ir
fa ith  b y h e lp in g  th e m  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t
God ca re s  about eve ry pa rt of the ir lives  and
tha t He  is n 't jus t for S unday.

If ou r  C h r is t ia n  fa ith  in vo lve s  u s  in  a n
on -going re la tions hip with God and not jus t
a n  a c a d e m ic  e xe rc is e ,  th e n  ou r  c h ild re n
s hould  a ls o le a rn  to know G od, a nd not jus t
le a rn  a bou t Him.

W h y wa it u n til a  c h ild  c a n  "u n d e rs ta n d "
b e fo re  b e g in n in g  to  p ra y d a ily with  h im ?
P a re n ts  c a n  p ra y with  a  ba by whe n  pu tting
h im to be d  from the  da y he  is  born .  As  h is
unde rs tanding grows the praye rs will
c h a n g e  a c c ord in g ly.  O n e  of ou r  g re a te s t
th rills  a s  pa re n ts  wa s  to he a r our todd le r's
firs t s ponta ne ous  pra ye r: "Tha nk you, G od,
for th e  s lip p e ry d ip ".  Like wis e  with  s a yin g
g ra c e  b e fore  me a ls .  It ma y b e  a  lon g  time
b e fore  p e rfe c t ta b le  ma n n e rs  a re  le a rn e d ,
bu t a  s imp le  "Tha nk you  G od  for my food"
c a n  b e  s a id  b y th e  p a re n ts  from  th e  firs t
mes s y s poonful of cereal.

As  th e  c h ild  g rows  a n d  b e c om e s  m ore
a wa re  o f h is  s u r ro u n d in g s  th e re  will b e
ma ny opportunitie s to poin t ou t the
wonde rful th ings  tha t G od ha s  ma de  a nd to
s a y "Tha nk you G od" for the m. His  e ndle s s
que s tions  a bout the  world  he  is  d is c ove ring
ma y b e  e xa s p e ra tin g ,  b u t wh a t a  s e n s e  of
won d e r h e  c a n  g a in  if h is  p a re n ts  e xp la in
s imply tha t God pla nne d s uc h th ings  a s  the
ra in to make  flowers  and vege tables  grow.

W e  ha ve  found  E a s te r a nd  C hris tma s  to
b e  won d e rfu l t im e s  of fa m ily s h a rin g  a n d
le a r n in g .  T h e  E a s t e r  b u n n y a n d S a nta
C la u s  c a n  b e  a llo we d  t o  fa d e  in t o  t h e
ba c kground a s  the  s tory of G od 's  g ift to us ,
the  ba by J e s us ,  a nd  la te r His  dying  for u s
a nd c oming ba c k to life  a re  s ha re d with  our
c hildre n.

Ma r ia  Vo n  T ra p p  (o f 'S o u n d  o f Mu s ic '
fa me ) ha s  writte n  a  numbe r of books  a bout
he r fa mily whic h  ha ve  g ive n  us  ma ny ide a s
for devotiona l ac tivitie s  which can be  s ha red
to g e th e r .  An  e xa m p le  is  t o  a s s e m b le  a
c re c h e  a t  C h r is tm a s  wh ile  ta lkin g  a b ou t
each of the  figures  being added.

The  way in which each family conduc ts  its
d e vo t io n a l life  is  a  ve ry p e r s o n a l th in g .
W h ic h e ve r wa y p a re n ts  d e c id e  to  in c lu d e
p r a ye r  a n d  B ib le  r e a d in g  in  t h e  fa m ily
rou tine ,  it wou ld  be  s a d  for the  c h ild re n  to
ge t the  impre s s ion tha t tha t is  a ll the re  is  to
the  C hris tia n  fa ith .  No ma tte r how ord ina ry
our da ily life  ma y s e e m to us ,  G od  is  the re
w it h  u s  if  o n ly  w e  w ill  r e c o g n is e  H is
pre s e nc e  a nd  e nc oura ge  our c h ildre n  to do
the s ame.

Barbara  Squires .
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UNIVERSITY
by Rob Haynes

The freedom of the university campus
offers exciting prospects for Christians to
communicate their faith to others.  Why
then do we hold back? Why don't we take
up these opportunities?

Often the reason i s  that  we lack the
reality of a vital relationship with God.
We're busy so we organise ourselves out of
the habits of daily prayer and meditation on
the Scriptures.  Urgent matters take the
place of important matters. We justify this
by rationalising, but we lose our enthusiasm
for telling others, our excitement in seeing
others converted.

We need to recapture a sense of urgency
about our witnessing. We need to re -kindle
our failing relationship with God. When
two Christian students meet together what
do they talk about? It  i s  t ragic i f they
cannot share together from the resources of
a vital relationship with their God.
Somehow w e  n e e d  t o slot into our
timetables a  r e gu l a r  t i me  for fellow-
shipping with our Lord.

And somehow we need to find time for
fellowshipping with our fellow Christians.
We watch from a safe  dis tance as  our
fr iends r ise and fal l  in their  Christ ian
experience. We are afraid to interfere. We
are afraid to involve ourselves. When their
insecurity threatens our own we hide our
fears and all our weakness and put on a bold
front. But we can't  have fellowship this
way. We can't 'bear each others burdens' if
we are afraid to share them. And without
this deep person -to -person fellowship
where we can minister  to each others '
needs our witness around the campus will
become dul l  and l i feless and soon fai l
altogether.

The gospel  is  not  just  God's Word to
secular man. The gospel is God's word to all
men. Cell groups become lifeless when the
gospel has ceased to be the life -blood. There
is something exciting about a group who are
keen to witness. The power of God's Spirit
is experienced in a new way. The promises
of Scripture take on a new meaning. Prayer
becomes a joy. Fellowship is vitalised, and
by God's grace the gospel bears its own fruit
and lives are claimed for Christ's kingdom.

We therefore  ought  to se t  goa l s  for
ourselves. They ought to be realistic but
they must be ambitious.  The university
campus is strategically the most vital field
for evangelism in our community. But Who
is interested? Who will give students their
t ime? The churches are not  interested.
Neither are "Missionary Societies". The
students themselves must do the work.

If you are a Christian student, then settle
on your priorities. Pray for a colleague who
will be keen to head in the same way. Set
goals together.  Pray together.  Look for
contacts with non-Christian students in
your  facul ty.  Try to fol low up in i t i a l
conversations with further meetings. Ask a
person if he'd like to join you for lunch. Use
every _opportunity to reach one person for

NURSING
by Pat Christison

A hospital is indeed a challenging area for
a Christian to work in. There, people come
face to face with pain and suffering, fear
and death, life and joy. In helping these
people, Christian nurses can bring to bear
not  only practical  skil ls and medical
knowledge-, but also a personal faith in God.
The basis of witness is a desire to work to
the best of one's ability and to show genuine
concern for the patient.

Today, there is an increasing emphasis
for the patient to be seen as a total person.
Not only do patients require attention for
thei r  fractured l imbs,  hear t  at tacks or
cancerous stomachs,  but  also for  their
emotional and spiritual needs. This
emphasis gives Christ ian nurses
encouragement to share their faith with
patients and staff.

The Christian nurse, although keen to
witness at  these cri t ical  t imes is often

• discouraged by the pressure of work, which
prevents in depth discussions, and so only
meets physical needs. The constant
confrontation with suffering can overcome
a faith which has not developed a sound
theology able to cope with the problem, "If
God is a God of love, why does He allow
suffering?" Another problem is that church
involvement is often irregular because of
shift work. However, to have any positive
effect, one must be aware of these problems
and difficulties.

Christian nurses need to maintain
fellowship and receive Christian teaching.
Meeting with other Christian nurses is also
necessary for sharing common problems
and joys. Courses conducted by the Nurses'
Christian Fellowship aim to help nurses in
their environment. These include. the
'Christian Life Course', providing a basic
Christian leadership programme, and a
'Persons in Crisis' course, to help nurses
develop their awareness of, and caring for,
the spiritual needs of patients.

In practice, it is often difficult to care in
this way, and so nurses must constantly
pray for God's help in overcoming
prejudice, personality conflicts and feelings
of inadequacy. Therefore, personal prayer
and bible study, times are vital.

As with Christ ians in al l  s i tuat ions,
Chr is t ian nurses  are  assured of God's
enabling as they witness for him.
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the Lord.  Then give him al l  your t ime.
Show him how to have "Quiet times". Pray
with him. Be a friend to him and let him be
fully exposed to your own vision. Encourage
him to make contacts amongst his friends,
and show him how he can be used to lead
them to Christ.

The freedom we experience at uni makes
our few years there of utmost importance.
We can fritter away our opportunities, or
we can take them up thankfully. Christian
students are strategically placed to make an
impact  on  every profession. Graduate
teachers will be moving into every school in
the State. Overseas students will return to
almost every country in the world. When
you get involved in the harvest then pray the
Lord of the harvest to send labourers into it,
for you will surely find that the harvest is
plentiful but the labourers are few.

Rob Haynes.
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ANGLICAN YOUTH DEPARTMENT -1
511 Kent Stteet, Sydney (61 9243)

ChA,bstian Camping - A V 1 \

Camp Howatd: Conducted in all school
vacations, selection includes co-ed camps:

Junior camps (4th -6th class), fun and games
Junior high (lst-3rd form), new sporting skills,
out -trips and exciting extras
Senior high (4th -6th form), adventure type camping.

Seni0A. Camping: Special programme for young adults.

Leadeuhip TiLaZiming -

Camp 4tat6: Counsellors, resource, cooks etc.

YOuth teadeuhip: General City course
Special regional courses
Parish conferences upon request
Leaders' conferences for special
skills

Panizh Setvica - Consultation at local level
Youth conferences, Easter, October
Resource Centre facilities
Deputation work

Hakve6t Theatke - Training courses in theatrical skills
Theatrical productions
Street Theatre
Local church services

Ptopettieis - available for hire:

Port Hacking - Rathane, Chaldercot, Telford, Deer Park
Springwood - Blue Gum Lodge
Gerroa
Smiggin Holes - Southern Cross Ski Chalet
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a christian
auventurei

"It's  grea t!" "When's  the next camp on!"
"A holida y worth rem em bering!" Thes e
are but a  few of the enthusias tic responses
m a de  by both  prim a ry a nd  s e conda ry
s tudents  a fter a  week of involvement in a
Chris tian camping programme. Such
s ta tements  more often than not reflect the
pos itive va lue of this  new and s timula ting
experience. Ma ny young people  find this
activity of camping in the bush for a  week
something more than simply an opportunity
to get out of the city "rat race".

But why is  this  s o?  Firs tly,  Chris tia n
camping provides  an ideal s ituation for the
es tablis hment of new rela tions hips . New
skills  in outdoor living are acquired and the
a tmosphere is  such tha t there is  potentia l
fo r inc re a s ing  in  hum a n  a nd  s p iritua l
understanding.

However, there is  a  fa r more important
aspect in relaxa tion to this  type of activity.
Camping provides  a  most suitable context
for a  very rea l Chris tia n minis try. Ca mp
Howard is  one camping organisation which
does  this , adopting as  its  motto the words
'Complete in Chris t'. With this  a im Camp
Howa rd ha s  grown to the  s ta ge  where  it
now ca ters  for some two thousand young
people each year in holiday camps.

Such an extensive programme requires a
la rge  number of volunteer s ta ff who a re
prepared to give of themselves  in this  kind
of minis try. The gospel has had a
remarkable impact spiritua lly on the lives
of countle s s  young people  through the
minis try of organisations like Camp
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Howard. This  has  included some with, and
others without, church a ffilia tions .
Furthermore, one is  greatly encouraged by
cons ta ntly meeting people  who beca me
Christians as a result of this ministry.

Wha t ma kes  ca mping s uch a  s uita ble
context for s ha ring the  gos pe l of J es us
Christ? The real s trength of caniping is  that
it provide s  not only a  pla ce  a wa y from
modern city life , but a ls o a n opportunity
when personal relationships can be
es tablished. This  crea tes  opportunities  for
sharing of one's  fa ith with others , and also
a llows  for the  emergence  of couns elling
situations in quite natural and helpful ways.
Over a  period of days  campers  are able to
thoughtfully cons ider the cla ims  of Chris t
upon the ir live s . The y a re  a ls o a ble  to
observe how Christians live and react under

pressure.
The  confronta tion of ca m pe rs  with a

living, re leva nt fa ith is  one  of the  m os t
decis ive  fa ctors  which s hould emerge in
Chris tia n  ca m ping.  Thus ,  the re  is  the
challenge for team members  to be flexible
e nough to  m e e t both  the  phys ica l a nd
spiritua l demands  of young people in this
s ituation and to show forth the character of
Christ in both word and life.

During recent years , Camp Howard has
expa nded a nd va ried the  type  of ca mps
being conducted. Basic camps still cater for
thos e who des ire  a  more genera l type of
camping programme. They meet the needs
of young people from 4th grade primary to
4th form secondary school. These camps
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are supplemented by 'specialist camps' with
the emphasis  on advanced training in skills
a lready lea rnt. They ca ter for s tudents  in
4th to 6th form at secondary school. These
camps are varied and include: Ski, Sailing
a nd Adva nced Ca noe  Ca mps , a  s pecia l
S tudy Ca m p a nd Adve nture  a nd Aqua
Camps. One of the more important aspects
of Ca m p Howa rd is  the  progra m m e  of
counsellor tra ining which helps  to maintain
a  continual supply of s taff in this  vita l area
of Chris tian minis try.

An integra tion of a ll thes e  fa ctors  ha s
enabled organisa tions  like Camp Howard
to  pe rform  a  fru itfu l m inis try ove r the
ye a rs .  It is  to  be  hope d  tha t th is  m a y
encourage other Christian groups to engage
in s imila r orga nis ed ca mping a ctivitie s .
"Ca mping" in the  broa d s ens e  ca n ta ke
place in a  va riety of places , ranging from
tents  to a small houseparty in a weekender
type of cottage. However, it is  the principle
behind the activity which is  important. This
rea lly needs  some IMAGINATION, some
ENTHUSIASM a nd the DESIRE to ma ke
Chris tian camping an effective means  for
the outreach of the gospel. Thus , a  small
Sunday School class may go away for a few
days  s leeping in tents . A fellowship group
may hire a s ite from the Youth Department.
Or a  whole  pa ris h ma y decide  to ha ve a

houseparty.
Whether it be primarily for evangelism or

teaching, a well organised camp will help to
meet the need in a  unique and rewarding
way. Richard Lewis
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REVIEW
"THE TROUBLE WITH THE CHURCH

— A CALL FOR RENEWAL"
by Helmut Thielicke

(Seabury Press, 1965)
— Reviewed by Stephen Cheng

crowd of four thousand people each Sunday
for more than a quarter of a century.

In this book, "The Trouble With The
Church", this great preacher invites the
church, especially those who seek to witness
from the pulpit to a ruthless, devastating
but repentant self-criticism. He draws to
our attention the various symptoms and
diagnoses of the diseases of modern day
preaching. According to the author, one of

Th e  Tro u b le
With  Th e  Ch u rc h

HELMUT THIELICKE

"For many people what is written
here may be an offence. But believe
me, it was a pressing need that com-
pelled me to speak. I could not bear
any longer not to say what is said in
the following pages."

If someone  comes  to you wi th  such
urgency in his voice, would you slightingly
push him aside? Would you not stop and
listen to see what he has to say to you? It is
exactly with these words of urgency that the
author addresses us in the very beginning
of his book.

Among all the distinguished preachers of
our century whose sermons are available in
the book market today, Helmut Thielicke
stands head and shoulder above others in
the poignancy and contemporaneity of his
messages and the authenticity and richness
of his language. He does not only speak
with vitality, insight and beauty, but has
actually devoted his whole life to the task of
exploring and understanding the essence of
Christianity and its answer to the needs of
contemporary man. In fact,  the massive
volumes of his Theological Ethics were
written with this very purpose in mind.
Therefore, it is hardly surprising, especially
for those who have read his sermons, that he
has been able to fill the large St Michael's
Church in Hamburg with an overflowing

the commonest diseases of the preacher is to
jump straight from the commentaries to the
pulpit and turn the sermon into a lecture on
Biblical criticism or an esoteric theological
discourse completely unrelated to man's
secular existence. He says as a preacher:

"I must deliver the message of the text to
people living today. And therefore I
must know these people; I must know at
what point they raise questions, so that I
can 'latch on' to these questions, and I
must know where they do not have these
questions, so that I must first stir them
up to ask the pertinent questions. I must
know whether they feel safe and secure,
in order that  I may be able to shake
them, or whether they are troubled with
anxiety, that I may be able to comfort
and encourage them". (p21)
"Thus as a preacher, I am involved in an
unending dialogue with those to whom I
must deliver my message. Every
conversation I engage in becomes at
bottom a meditation, a preparation, a
gathering of material for my
preaching ... And then I must express it
(my message) in such a way that the
intellect will be stimulated to think, the
will mobilised, the conscience aroused,
and the emotions engaged". (p 22)

In his diagnosis of the current trends of
homiletics, Mr Thielicke further points out

that:
"When a sermon does not 'hit home', the
reason need by no means lie in the fact
that it contained no examples from life
nor that it was too theoretical. On the
contrary, despite all its rhetorical and
pedagogical excellency it may lie in the
fact that the preacher is speaking on the
basis of a Docetic anthropology (ie, an
abstract view of man), and that the man
of whom he is speaking and whom he is
address ing does  not  appear  i n  the
sermon at all. Then the very hearers who
are troubled by very real situational
problems feel that they have been by-
passed". (p 76)

In other parts of the book, the author also
reminds us of other dangers in being a
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preacher, particularly an unproductive one.
One may be tempted to console oneself and
justify the empty pews by saying that they
are evidence of one's faithful teaching of the
Word of God and that it is the offence of the
Gospel itself, and not one's boring sermons,
that drives the people away. Another false
way out is "to throw oneself into the hectic
business of 'running' a congregation, the
busyness that sucks up all one's energy and
creates the illusion that one is consuming
oneself in the service of the kingdom of
God". (p84)

Another problem that the author calls our
attention to is the unrealistic presentation of
Christianity by way of dogmas. Admittedly,
the first Christian centuries were filled with
controversy over the doctrinal or dogmatic
comprehension of the person of Christ and
the Trinity. 'But, very early, and then more
clearly in the age of the Reformation, and
then very systematically since the Enlighten-
ment,  men began to ask what  "Sitz im
Leben" (Life Situations) these dogmas had,
what re l evance  they had to our  l i fe
situation' (p 115). Similarly, according to
the author, today, secularised man is unable
to understand or find relevance in abstract
theorising about the Christian dogma apart
from his own immediate situations in life.

To meet this need, the author suggests
that the church should gather together a
group of people who are really living in the
midst of life, through whom the preacher is
kept constantly in touch with contemporary
real i t ies.  Here,  with the help of these
'Parents Groups' "one is compelled to deal
with the detail, the' practical, concrete issues
of life, and the Word becomes flesh". (p 119)

Admittedly, the book is primarily about
preaching,  but  i t  a l so delves  into the
meaning of the liturgy in the Church. Mr
Thielicke believes that the first and
foremost purpose of the liturgy is "that of
allowing the assembled congregation to be
the acting subject of the service of worship
and accordingly to allow it to participate in

_ _worship ... All liturgical forms are to be
judged by the criterion of whether and to
what extent they are capable of doing this."

However, the book is not without flaws.
It raises more questions than it is able to
answer, for example, the issue of whether
Protestant Christianity should be
recatholicised. At times, even the questions
themselves are ei ther  too br ief or  too
obscure to be fully comprehensible.
Moreover ,  the  book,  not  unl ike  most
continental writings, suffers from its
provincialism, say for example, the lengthy
treatment of the problems that face the
German nat ional  church,  which is  not
relevant to the book's English-speaking

readers.
In conclusion, despite all these minor

criticisms, the book, especially the sections
on preaching and the liturgy, should be read
and reread by those who dare to witness
from the pulpit. It is written with the heart-
blood of one who is truly master of this art.
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GOD'S
GREAT

MISSION

A Biblical Theology of Witness
by Graham Cole

At first sight the Old Testament appears
to contain little to encourage us in the work
of witness. It portrays a world so foreign to
our own. It is a world of kings and prophets,
temples and priests. Moreover, the Old
Testament seems to be concerned only with
a select group of people, namely Abraham
and his descendants. Gentiles get little
mention except in their  relat ion to the
people of God.

On the other hand, the New Tes.tament
appears to be far more helpful. There is the
"Great Commission" of Matthew 28:19,20.
The Book of the Acts is  crowded with
stories of how the gospel was spread. Here
we feel more at home. Yet, could it be that
the Old Testament is more relevant to the
question of witness than first meets the eye?
After all, the witness of the New Testa-
ment saw Jesus against the backdrop of the
Old Testament.

OUR WORLD IS HIS WORLD
The Old Testament presents God as a

great Creator -King. He made everything
(Gen 1). He sustains all in existence (Ps
104). He is King over the whole earth (2
Kings ; 19:15). In particular, God is King
over His people,  Israel  (Is 43:15).  Our
world therefore is His world and at no stage
does either the Old Testament or the New

•Tes tament  sugges t  tha t  God has  los t
interest in His world.

Further, the Old Testament presents to us
the great purpose of God. God intends to
create a people over whom He rules as
King. To this end He selects Abraham and
enters into a special agreement with Him,
ie, a covenant. It is quite clear even at this
early stage that God has the wider world on
view (Gen 12: 1-3).

By Sol omon 's  r e i gn  many of  God 's
promises to Abraham had been fulfilled (1
Kings 10, Ps 72). Yet the people of God
fai led to l ive up to their  high cal l ing.
Disaster followed upon disaster. The
Nor thern  Kingdom fe l l  i n  722 BC to
Assyria. The Southern Kingdom fell in 587
BC to Babylon. God's prophets were not

taken by surprise.  Indeed,  they looked
beyond the failure of God's people to the
future. In the future a new age would dawn.
God would intervene in history to save His
people (for example the new Exodus theme
of Isaiah 40-55). In this new age blessings
would flow on to the nations. A purged and
restored Israel — though only a remnant —
would be alight to the nations (Isaiah 49:6).
To tha t  l ight  the  nat ions  would come
seeking the knowledge of God (Isaiah 2:2-4;
Zechariah 8:22-23). However, by the close
of the Old Testament the new age had failed
to arrive.

THE NEW AGE
The staggering claim of  t h e New

Testament is that in Jesus Christ the new
age had dawned. God was in Christ. He had
indeed visited and redeemed His people
(Luke 1:68). This message was fully
inaugurated on the cross. In the victory ,of
the cross Jesus disabled Satan and Death
(John 12:31; Colossians 2:14-15). The news
of this great accomplishment could now be
proclaimed to the nations (Matthew 28:19-
20). God continues to work through this
same message to establish His Kingship
over the lives of people.

Chr i s t i ans  t oday s t and  i n  a  un i que
position. The new age has begun in the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus. Yet, its
consummation is  future.  We st i l l  pray
"Your Kingdom come" (Matthew 6:10).
Even so,  because of Jesus ' t r iumph at
Calvary, the blessings of the new age can be
experienced now — forgiveness, the Holy
Spi r i t ,  j oy,  e t e rna l  l i fe .  We have  the
immense privilege of sharing this message
with others. For it is through His people
that God intends to proclaim His Kingship
throughout the whole world before the End
comes (Matthew 24:14).

The End will come when Jesus returns to
judge the living ,,nd the dead. Then Death,.
Sin and Satan will be finally overthrown
and God's Kingly authority established in a
New Heavens and New Earth (Rev 20:22).
The challenge before• us is to co-operate
with this work of God in the world. Witness
is one means by which we can share in
God's mission.

30
Sponsored by Bondi Presbyterian Church Pastor Mike Skalicky

41111195ff.I.WWWWINewearaWgitia..0



Francis James (Journalist)

June Bosanquet (Editor: Christian
Woman)

Alan Gill (Sydney Morning Herald
Roundsman)

MEET

THE

PROFESSIONALS

Ken Harrison (Information Officer,
Anglican Information Office, Sydney)

Gerald Davis (Church Secene, Melbourne)

Ken Scully (Special Writer Catholic
Weekly, Sydney) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Rev. Tony Nancarrow (Central Times)

GETTING
INTO
PRINT

At some stage in life all people have thought of writing. A
thought, an idea, a dream left idle will come to nothing — if
developed it can germinate into a full expression of life
itself. "Getting into Print" is a new book on writing, for the
professional who wants to be more professional, for the
amateur who just wants to write.
Written by a team of experts in their own field, it will lead
you from basic writing techniques, to the framework of
organising a press conference. It's a "must", whether you
read, or write.
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CHRISTIAN YOUTH TRAVEL ASSOCIATION

YOUTH LEADERS!
MINISTERS AND PASTORS!

BRIGADE OFFICERS!

WHY NOT PLAN A CYTA CAMPALONG OR SNOWTOUR

FOR YOUR YOUNG PEOPLE NEXT YEAR?

LET CYTA ARRANGE A WEEKEND THAT'S DIFFERENT TO

THE USUAL CAMP OR HOUSEPARTY. CYTA'S AIM IS

Reaching of Young People for Christ
THRU TRAVEL

Interested-

Contact Mr. KEVIN CRAIK who wil l  not only give you per-
sonalised service but will share his many years of experience
in Christian camping with you.

CYTA is Australia's leading youth travel organisation. We
are sure we can help you in your youth programme.

CHRISTIAN YOUTH TRAVEL ASSOCIATION LTD.
POSTAL ADDRESS: OFFICE: TELEPHONE:
BOX 458 P.O. 5/12 CHURCHILL AVE. STD 02

STRATHFIELD 2135 STRATHFIELD 764-1700


