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The Ch ristian church is f'requ o:1tly criticised because 
of its nuuerous deno r:-ii:1.1a tio11 s o O:f course ~ there is in fact 
only one Cll:;.--.istian church" It is r.mdo up of all who love God 
in Jesus C:i-1r i st,, I t caan ot be divided ~ because the Lord Jesus 
Christ Who i s its i~oad cannot bo divided. It is essentially a 
He avenly organise; but it expresses itself' visibly and locally 
wherever Ch d stian.s gat::'1.er together to worship God in Jesus 
C:hrist.. Th e true Tu.J.i:fying bon d between these loccil gath er1.ngs 
or congreg ati ons or c h urches w:1ich binds t h e m to g ether is not 
t h o visible orga=iiza tim'!al superstructure or don omina ti on, so 
r.mch as tho i nvisible U..."'lifying bond provided by a cm:u:1o:c1 :fo.i th i !.'l 
Oliris t and a co nman acceptance of His lordship~ and a cor.unon 
s :.1a.ring of' tho Holy Spirit and a col:lr.lon hope f'or tho :future. 

Christia.:1.i ty is followshipo It is :firstly fellowship 
w:!.th God~ our hoavonJy Father~tb..rough His Spirit speaking and 
l1£lving f'ellowship wi t :i. our spirits, wl-iich is h ard to describe if it 
h as not been experienced but whic:-i is tho basic f'eature of the 
Christian lifea Fellowship with God ~ust, of cours e : be based on 
t h o forgiven ess o:f sins~ f o.r a n lLtlf'orgiven~ unropo::.'l tnnt, self ... 
willed sinner ca11, have no fellows h ip with God t ill his henrt 
hos b oon cho:ng od through repen tan ce and his s ins forgiven through 
tho dGath of' Christ on Calvary. God has promi sed to have fellow­
shi:p with all who 001:-ie to Hin through Christ. 

It :follows naturally that those who h nve beo:1 accepted in~;o 
the family of' God and are His son s and daughters, h aving :fellow­
ship with Hi r.1 through His Spirit, have a t the sao o tirae a rclntioz!­
s h ip with o ~ ch o t h or c:m d so t h ey s hould l'Ulvo fellowship mo wit.:-t 
anoth er. 

So ~,~10 Christian Church is not only a fellowship with Go e:. , 
but is al s o o fellowship boh10en Christinns ~ It is ii.ere~ of co urse 3 

t :i.at den0Di1~a tional di:fforen ces arc so unfortl.mato , because 
Christian c o:;:: grogatior.. s in wh ich t h e on e :1eavenly Church of' Goe: 
expresses i tself', lin l-;: t h o r:isolves up i n various g roupings for 0:1e 
rea son or ano t h er, and wo n ave nllowed these groupings or 
de;.1.oninati. on s to becoue exclusive and to lir.1it our follows ~tlp~ s o 
t h <.: t nowada ys r.1ony C:'lris tia:n s sGl do n hav e f'o llowship as Chris tiaa s 
outside t he i r o-wn do110Dinc:ition,, Th is is wro:ig., It is also 
foolish; f'or our agroe::ien t as Christians is 1:mch wider than our 
diff'erG:1ccs c:is n enbGrs of a den o n ination o 

Th ese denonin ationnl dif'f'eroncos hc:ive no f'ir1:1 basis in tho 
Biblee The diff'oroncos between t h o Protestant do:ior:tlnations are 
aJ.1 on n n tters "l>L1.ich tho Bible h as no clonr teachingo This is 
not surprising b ecnuso all tho ProtGstnnt dononinations c:icoept the 
Bible as the solo grouc1d of' authori tv -LP 'l£l t tors "f reli.Ri on~ so 
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t:mt what t~:e :3iole clearly to 2 chos~ they arc m:iturolly 011ougl-: 
all uni tod 0:1 . :Dut t l-ioro are o lot of' Biings on which the Bible 
docs not spo cik. We nay r.;ssur::o t ho t t 21o se things ore not i 1:lporta:1t 
c:1ough f'or t he Holy Spirit~ the .Autl~o:L' of Scriptu.":e, to hnve given 
us autiloritativo directions abouto It follows thnt we ought not 
to erect these ti-:i~gs into barriers against Christian fellowship 
with o:::ch othero '?~1.G diff'oron cos between tho Protestnnt denor.i­
i:iotions are abou t such t~1ings as tho :fora for n church service, 
or wilo should be baptis cd~ wl1.e t hor children or grown ups~ or 
:!:J.ow t he Church s l:o uld be governca, wl:ethor by bishops or 
presbyte rs or in sone other wc:.y,, On none of these 1:1attors hos 
tl~o Bible cleax· teaching .. This is not accidental; f'or Scripture, 
both in w:1.at it says a:1d in wha t it is silo:n t is tho result of 
God's direct controlo Wo ough t not, therefore~ to c:illow our 
views on these secondary matters, which God has left free~ to 
cut us o:ff fron f'ellowsb~ip with oa0:1. other! since it is our 
plaio..1 duty to have :fellowship if' we hove a cor.u:i.on Saviour &'"'ld 
Ki::.lg in Jesus Christo 

Nowadays efforts n:..~e be ing nado by negotiations, to 
oo::ibino the dono1:1ina tions and this in i tsel:f would bo a good thi:1g 
for it would reduce the temptation for soparatenoss. But there 
is a quicker and noro ef'f'ectivo ncti1o<l to achieve tho saQO 
results. This is thnt wo should dotoroino not to erect into 
barriers of fellowship r:ia tters about which Goel has gi von no 
direction i::1 Scripture~ but which ~-lo has loft ope~1 o That is~ ~vo 
should rocrird tho 3iblo not m.1ly as suf'f'icien t f'or doctrine, as 
all protos ta:1 ts do, but also as suf'f'iciont for :fellowship~ so 
thc:it whc:lt i.s not clearly :fou..-:i.d there is not to bo sot up as a 
barrier age i _1s t f'ollowshi p. 

1-Te nust not allow tho dono•:1i:1.::itio:.1s to restrict our 
C:-:ris ti an du·· y of' f'ellowsl~ip, but if' wo arc to ac:1ievo t~'lis 
su.pra-dono1:1il1a tional :fellowship wo will need D s:pj_ri t of' love, 
whic:1. is tho gif't of' God a~d wh ich conos t h roug-h prayer. Go wo 
should pray for on e another~ not only within OUT denor:tlna tions 
but across t he donon inatio:i.1D l barriers which we have erected and 
for which~ as I say~ there is no real authority in Scriptureo Ono 
of tho r:iost dif'ficult bDrriers to cross is the Ronan Catholic 
bnrrior,, This is because tl1e Ror:~o:: Catholic donor:iination does not 
accept Scripture os ~ su:fficio~t guide :for doctrine but adds to it 
its own tracli tim"l,. Tho consoquoncc is that Pona11 Catholicisn keeps 
0::.1 growing furt:'le r and further .:;.way :fron tho typo of Christianity 
r.iade ki1ow to us in the Hew Testar.1e:nt. As an j_llustratio:1 of' this 
I quote f'ror.:i what Karl Adan~ the well-known Ronan Catholic t l1oologiaz 
says in his book "The Spirit of Ca tl1.olicisr:1 11 p. 2~ 11Wo Catholics 
aclr ...... "'l.owlodge :rcoclily, without any shar..1e, :;,1ny with pride, that 
Catholicisr.1 cnnnot bo idcntif'iocl si.:::ipl.y end wholly with prj_r.tltivo 



-3-

Christianity, nor even with the Gospel of Christ, in tho sane way 
that fuo great oak cn11not be idontii'iod with tho tiny acorn. T:-:oro 
is no nechanical identity, but an organic identity. And we go 
further and say that t :!:iousands of' ye a.rs hon co Ca.t:'.J.olicisr.1 will 
prob~bly bo even riohor, nore luxurim."lt, r.iore r:1al1i:fold in dognci, 
1:ior8ls, law and worship than tho Catholicisn of' the present day. 
A religious historian of' the f'if'th nillo11niw:1 A. D. will without 
dif'f'ioul ty discover i:.-:1 Ca tholicisn conceptions and :for1:1s and 
practices which derive f'ron Indi2, Chi7-J.a and Japan,. and he will 
have to recognize a far nore obvious 'complex of' opposi tos. t 11 

Against this statenent of' Karl l.1dar:1 1 s Pn:testants reply that 
dcvclopr:1er:ts whicl-: obscure tho Gospel and which nro copied f'roo 
the natural religious of paganisn are f'also dovelop1:1ents, and 
t:"la t it is wrong to regard Apostolic Christianity and tho Apostolic 
Gospel as Doroly 0~:1bryonic Christianity rather thcin the fulnoss 
of Christian truth. 

Yet even though wo recognise tho great di:ff'orenco botwoe".1 
t:1.o Ronan Catholic a:J.d Protestant de:·lQr,1inotions, yet tho area of' 
agroor.10:1t botwoon t i-io;::1 is vory largo and ought not to bo lost 
sigh t of. For o;;c.ar.~plo, in roadii1g t~::.rough a Ror.i<:1:1 Ca t:1.olic text 
bool: such as "Funcler.1ontals of' Cc:itholic Dogr:m" by Ludwig Ott t~'lo 

protestant theolg ia:1 co :.1stcintly :.fi:1ds :iihlsolf giving wholo-b.onrtod 
approval to \\tat he is roacli:1g. T~:.us, in t ho basic do ctrino of Goe., 
there is no real dif'f'oronco bo tween ?rotes tan ts and Ronan Catholics. 
For cxo:::plo, both nf':f'ir1:! equally God's sovereignty i:i.1 tl--,is world's 
affairs, toachi:--lg with the Bible t l'illt :nothing happens in life by 
oha:nce, apart f'ron God's control. This is a doctrine of' very groat 
s trongth and couf'or t, to k:nou t bn t all that hn pp ems to us as 
Christians hnppons because God socs it f'or tho best, a:1d that if' 
it wore not so, Ho would have prevented it entering our lives. You 
will ronombor t:i:-10 story of' Joseph i.."1. Geno sis, how after ho had booi1 
sold by his broth.ors as ci slnvo ho was able to toll then z:mny years 
later 11It wcs :not you who so?! t no l~ero but GoG.. You i:1ea11 t it for 
evil but God r.:ioant it f'or good"•. Or recall tho faith oi' Job, wl:.o 
of'tor hnving su.:ff'orod 8 series o:t: stunning misfortunes was ablo to 
say beo.ousc of' his f'a .ith in God's loving sovoreig::1ty "Tho Lord 
gave nnd tho Lord hcis taken away, b1ossod. bo the nano of' tho Lord". 
Here we have o;::ni1plos of' how Old Tosta1:ient Christians rested in tl:o 
k110-\dedge that God is sovereign. Hot only in the basic doctrine of' 
God, but als o in t i1e oentral Christian doctrine of' J..toneoon.t -
that is the doctrine that the Son of' God becauo nnn in order to die 
:for our sins O::l tho cross a..""'1.d that having na.de there o satisfaction 
f'or sins He rose a.gain the t h ird day a:1d now reigns :fron He aven over 
t~o af'f'ni:rs o f' the world nwai ting the tine of' Eis return - hero too 
wo f'ind that t!:1e agroonent between Hor:mn Catholics and Protestar.t 
is comploto. 
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Again in the dootrino o:f' Holy Scripture the Ronan Catholic 
teaching could not bo raore clear in its af:f'irnation that God is 
tho .Author of tho words of Scripture, so that those r:m.y be roliod 
upon ir.:iplioi tly as a gu:lde in on ttcrs of religion. 

It is in tho doctrine of the application o:f' salvation and 
in the doctrine o:f' r.ian thn t Protosta!1ts and Ror::ian Cat!1.olios arc 
divided. Those doctrines are, of course, ~ost iaportant and 
a:f:f'oofs our wi1olo eterl1.a1 welfare, for they control our views of' 
how wo believe we aay reach Heaven. Perhaps noat inportantly 
Ronan Catholics dcny that Christ's death is tho oxolusivo ground 
of our sal.vation. Ott states ti1is explicitly on pogo 185. 
Rona..."1. Co.tholios oannot allow Christ's death to bo the oxcl.usive 
grotmd o'f: our salvation, otherwise th-ere wo1ll:d ~ bc·- no roou-for- - ··-----···· ··· 
their doctrines ot: good works or o:f' tho r:1eri ts o:f tho saints. ::Jut 
tho Bible knows of no othar grou...4d o:f' salvation but tho death o:f' 
Christ. Verses like Ror:mns .5s 10 ocour over nnd over ngain in 
Scripture "WlJ.on wo were eneaios wo wero rooonoilod to God bY; the 
doajcl1. o:f' His Son", or Colossians 1 :20 "It hath pleased tho 
Fnther through Christ to reoonoile all things U."lto Binself 
naldng poa.oe thro:u.£lh tho blood of Hie cross". In spooking of 
salvstion, Scripture novor z:ier1tione any other ground than tho 
death of' Christ, 'f:or as St. Poter told the Jewish loaders in 
Acts l}: 12 "Thero is no othor nai."lo undor Heaven given nr.10ng no..."l 
whorobY· we oust bo sovod 11 but tho na.r.10 of Jesus. 

SeconcUy, tho Soripture aff'irI:lS wo r:1ay obtain God 1 s 
aelva.tion dircotlz, through :f'aith and prayer. It cor:1cs by wny 
o~ gift and not as conpensation for our own good works. ~he 
Ro.wa..."l Catlatics, howovor, teach th.at it cor:1es to us indirectly 
through oe:c.bership of' the church and through our diligently 
receiving the ohtu:-c:1,'s !:tlnistrations and it cones by way of nerit. 
This teaching :;.10 t only obscures the sinplioi ty of the Gospel but 
distorts tho purpose of oenbership of' the church-. The church is 
ror :f'ellowship, and 1::ier..1bership of' tho Christian congregation is 
a go:1soguenoo of our salvation, rath.er than a r.1eans to it. 

Chris tia;.1i ty is fellowship t :fellowship with God on the basis 
o'f: tho forgivo~ess o:f eine th.rough Jesus Christ, and consequently 
:fellowship with all who with us arc God's ohildrcn i.:."1. Christ• We 
r.mat not liz:rl.t this fellowship to within dcnor:li..."lationnl groupint;~sy 
yot if we aro to have Christian :fellowship with all who aoknowl0dgo 
our co0I:1on St:iviour and Lord, it will only cone through 1ove, whic...~ 
in turn is the gift o:r God, through prayer. So, as the Scripture 
oor..10a.nda, Let t.1s pray f'or each otliet-; ·- - - · --... -----·· ... --·-·--·--- ·· -

*******~********* 
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