.

Erce- Best’

SHOQULDDYOU BE BAPTIZHE??

Why tee bampifized? WHANTES bapiist? Ifs fit o igigdus “riee’
regjuhast by this or it church? Showld it bte dR in infNY?
Should! yow e spiindddd, poured upam, dabbed &t wikth @
danmyp détbtkoor immenset?? Wihak S & valilld Beplism in

GC Y EPENT!” screamsd tiec pantingg,
penspiiingg  evamgellist o &
crowd of avidd flldwerss in

Broaktyyn, Neew Yoick.

Tt was a bobt, steary, swelbesingg iy,
witth tiee hesit assailigg thee falloweess in
waves frorm tiee bistesiigg pavement
undier their febt. Ass tite hodrse: vaitee off
tiee streetcorneer evangellsst grew i
fewoor andl inteesitity, thee excitement off
thee crowd mounted.

Enalijly, an impassioned street-caspaer
plkz fior repentance was giivem. Dezens
rushed wpa-jamwss coursitg duslly Hiki-
ktss down flustes and perspiningg fatess
& they were swept along oh the ersit
off & tiddhl wave off hunnanemotion.

They were baptized — rigfht them and
theree.

The methot?

The evangelistt had secured permiss-
siom fromm the city Hiee Departientto
tum om & street-comesr fiieghlgg. He
SARAEDTHE WinQEE@ROIR Al 1D
fiee hose!! '

Was thiss baptism VALID?

The Scene Changes

At thatt same hourr, o 2 Swunday
morning, 2 cultured), welldtessed young
couple stood solemnlly, proudly holdings
theiir infanit firsitosen befoie: the: pastor: in
2 fashionable: church.

The pastor ggaciousily sprinkkdl a
few drops of water over the wee bit of
humanity. The lbaby had been baptizedi.

Was thiss haptism validf?

The scene shiffss agaim. A Ibaptizing
serviee is in  progiess ih - ancther
dhurch. In  watenpreof castumes and
Iolack robes lboth the pastor and candi-
dates"step down inf the dank of watet.
'IIHm? pestor bends,thie: candidates over
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Gatiés sighhit?
by Ganmei Te Ainnsirong

backward, complielly immersing them
undRir Hite Walesr.

s thig's tite priapesr Mode df bapizing ?

Sinuitencouslyy, URKAGWN o any f
thesee partidiipnists, still another baptizingg
sewidee fis undlRi wayy, Bir ouftidec Hiee dity.
bn a swiffiily cunning stéeam a ministesr
is immersing a Rumbear df candiraiess,
alo buryiiigy them complriglly, Buft Wiss
mitistesr shunned thee walier off tiee bap-
tizigg tnkk. HR: buiRdl them in e Rin-
nilige Stieam.

Was iss baptisin more validd tham
thee others?

Here we have powiigg, sprinkiliag,
immersing — sometimesindhosss, some-
times outdoaiss. BaiRs ake being spiin-
kibdd. Seme adultss aie: requirest i repentt.
Ofhesis aie baptized on profRssih of
Chridst wilthouit any repentance. In many
churehes theiee bs ho baptizing whatiever.

Buft it seems thatt i all iss there bs
CONRLSIAN.

Does anyledly KNSV which &
righi?? Does it make any differensee
which way —obr whether ene b bap-
tizedd aft alll? Wy such eonfusion?

A Confusing World of Religiosn

Jesuss Chrisse saidl sueh thingss weuld
happean!

He wainedl you would be lingg ih 4
world liesaiyly filtdd with religiovss €or-
fusiom, He sait], “Take heed thalt Ao fman
deceive you. Foir maty shall eswme in
my name, saying, 1 am Chiiskt; and shalll
deceive many” (Mettt. 2444, §). Nulice
Chiistt saidl IhANY would be deceived,
and that MANY would come ‘i iy
name” that is, wsing the ame of Jesus
Chiitke a5 if they had Hiss auhonityy.

He sail], “And mafy falée prophets
shall riee, and shall deceive many”
(Mpdte. 24:11).

© 11964, 11969, 1079 Atas ilege

SERSIOCS)
Fram Tomarooxs SWerld Magagine
Al Rights Reseped

iy

o tige hadgépm@e df  coflighots,
schitinss, splits, disiins, AEGURERTS, RSér-
somodl intesppetationsns, andl Rielte M-
lesoplices it fake wp oir Western
worit of Chiistiaan iligigen — o sttkk-
by deair Bcte standss ouie: Wesee ain-
spoken propitedins of Jpsdss Cliskt have
come o b tibe, LITERALLY!

Toskaay, Weree ake Wl OV Twe
HUNIRBE Biffecepht recognizeq “densmi:
nationss” — each pifessing © b
pieaching and teaching exacllly whak ks
in te Bbilde — and enowgh o
schists and spiists, o independent ‘o
ganizations” o make wp more thah 409
diffesingg bodiess ih e \Western Wert
off Chisstanitity !

Can They Al Be Righi¢,

The average persen bs indingdd ©
say, “Buft SUBELY Al these ehurehes
camts B Wropgd .

Bulr why eamts ihey?

Jesiss Chiiske off Nezareth samp Hg
geeal: majorityy VMQWbBEN

Most never thitk & pul &t thss way-
“SUBENY 4/ these echurches EMVT BE
RIGHTI* Ail you need i do & simply
add two and two fegeitery. The vepy
fagk: theie: ARE so many difereshe views
prowes, Ih iedif, the litesr stalemant!
No, they EANT all Be Fight!

The dilemme facing ea¢h Iayman,
them, is to fidl out WMHOIs fight, and
how you €an PROME .

Remeibber.ifie Apestie Paul s,
“Prove all thingss; held fase thate which
i good' (I Thes. $:21). isadh s,
“To dhe law and © e (esimony: ff
they speak mok aceadling (b thiss Werd,
it is lhecause there is A0 ligh ih thew”
(. 8:20)). The Apesie Paul daught 4
group of Jews ih Berea WHO Were,
“more noble than these inh Thessalenica,
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in thett they receivedl thee word witth all
readimess of mind, and searched the
scrigitmess  dafly, whether those thinggs
were so” (Akts 17:11).

Remearhbd rtalll scrigitinee is givem by
inspireatonn of Goul, and ks proffisthde forr
doctrines, for repussif, for conmdionn, for
insticttoon i righteousness” (I Tm.
3:16).

Thett ks why we constantily say, “Denitt
belizres uss, unlbsss o untlil yow check wp,
and PROME everything m your own
Bithiéd!”

Be sure you DO carefuilly prove;, to
your own complete and toithl satisféac-
tionn, thett yow know thee pléirvz truths about
bappsism—bby chedking up om these
scrigitiress in younr own Bifide!

Chiist CCODIMANDED>Bapyism!

Jesuss Chrisst off Nowareth was bap-
tized!! Latber, youw willl see baptism #s
an outward symbol off the BURIAL off
thee ol seif, and off the resuntectiom to
liffe-tto lire in a new and 2 difftreant
way!! Baptism & conmmadedess an outt-
ward sign of our RERENPBANEE,and
willlipesss to surtendler our liress com-
pletaljy to God — being williigg to bury
thee ol seilf.

[psuss never sinmedl! He did neit NEED
to be baptized as a repentant sinmer —
butt onlly because “Chrisst akw suffaneet
for uws, leavimg ws am example, theit ye
shouldl follbow hiss steps” (I Ret. 2:21)).
Chrigse's baptismm, them, was am EXAMPEE
to all tree Chrisbigags.

“Then cometh Jesuss from Gallidee to
Jordkm unto Joitm, to be baptized off
him. Butt Jotim forbaal him, sayimg, [
have need to be baptized of thes, and
comest thow to me? And Jesuss answeting
said untw him, Sufffer it to beso now:
fsr thuss it becenwebh us to fafifill all
rightesussiesss. Then he suffieneel  him.
And [rsuss, whem he was baptizs], went
up straightway outt off the water: andl,
In, the heavens were opemed untw him),
and he saw the Spiitit of God descend-
ing likke a dows, and ligingg upon
him: And ko a veitee from heaven,
sayingg, Thds ks my beloved Som, in
wingml am welll pleased” (MAttt. 3:13-
17). Nothied! Jesuss saitd, “Penmitt it to
be o now — fwr thuss it becomess s
o fuflill dll rigtteousmess.” Jefim REC-
OGNFZEDRsuss ditd neit weed to be bap-

timad, butt theat, rattieer, JOHN was the one
who needied baptism!!

Jesuss was settingg us am  EXAMRIEE
ty folldaw.

Aifeer Chrgst's tianl in the wiltidenesss,
He “began to preach and to say, RE-
PENT: fwr the kingdom of heaven s at
hand” (Wéttt. 4:17)). [esuss’ messegrewas
thett off RIBRENTBANCE.

Butt Chrisst reallfy meanmt i#. He meant
to reallfy reeememiit jusst experience
an emotional upset or disturfiante:.

God sayss, “Forr goelly sorrow worketh
RERENAXWNCEp salvatioon nett to be
repented of: but the sorrow of the
world worketh DEATF” (I Car. 7:10).
Thene s a “sorrow of thiss worldl” which
ks sheerlly hummanand physicedl — it &s
BETOVRL-OENL works deatth.

What about i’ Do yow know the
diffrenee betwean sheer humman emo-
tionr, which would even lesdl some tp
sob and SHED TEARS a they “gp dowm
the akid¢,” and GOmY SBRAWVWhich
leadds tp reall repentamce?

Jesuss saiil, “Except ye RERENMT ye
shalll all litewisee perst” (Luke 133,
5).
In His parablke off the one losst sheep,
and the “nimetly and nime)” Jsugs saitd,
“I say unte yow, theit likewisee joyy shaill
be in heavem over one simmerr thett
REBENTEETH more tham over ninetyy and
ninge  jusst persomss, which need ne
repentance” (luke 15:7).

Jesuss gave this exanppleto show what
@ RARE thimg it is whem one resilfy
repentss. Ff yow have never readl owr
aticide om the Biie defimifionn of REAL
RERENTANCE— them wriiee forr it
immediately. '

One Baptism

Paterr, preaching om the Day of Pem-
tecostt in 31 A.0D., saikl, “REPENT, and
be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesuss Chrisst for the remission
off sinss, and yow shalll receinee thee gfft off
the Holly Spiritit” (Aktss 2:38). Latter, He
sad, “Repent ye themfbeee, and be
converted, thett your sinss may be bloiteeH
out, whem thee times of refreshingg sheill
come from the presence of the Lomi”
(Xetss 3:19). Many were deeply com-
vigted? a5 a resulft off thee fanttatidic MIRA-
CLES they had seem, and the almost
incredtiblde  facts off thee resurrectiom of

Jesuss Chivisst! God says, “Then they thatt
gladlly receivedl hss word were bap-
tizwtd: and the same day there were
added untw them about theee thousamd
souls” (Aetss 2:40)). Notidee, the vemy
FIRST thing they didd aftter reallly
experiencing truge repentance was to be
baptized!!

The Agosttee Paull wiote to the
Ephesians, “Thene ks one body [ome
truee Church of God]}, and one Spiiitit
fthe Holly Spiitit of God[}, even & ye
are callked in ome hope off your callligg;
one Lord], one faitth [body of bellétf,
tne DOURRWEE], ONE BAPTISM, one
God and Father of all, who & above
all, and through all, and in you all”
(Hgph. 4:4L69) .

Notttee it—thlacee ks ONE baptism!
Thett ks, there &s onlly one vallid, author-
iz, righht baptism according to the
divinebly inspifedd Word of God!

Thene are noit two or thmsee difffeennt
modess or methods, neit severall diffbeeent
manners in which it may be done —
each one “@s acceptable as the other.”

God did nett leawee it up to this worldl

to devise some “form” of mansmdele

religgooss nigss, attachimg the NAWEE of
Chirigbt to it, and calligg it Chrissiaah !
God allowes ws to deciate, nett WHEAT
willl be our methstl or mode of wor-
shipping and  servimg  Hinm,  butt
Wik HEEE e willll obey the ONE mode
which Hk, the Custtor, hes set before
wl! What, them, ks thatt “one bapptisni?

What Baptism ES

The Greek word baptizy means tp
submergs, to immerse, to bumy, to
plunge inted! The veny word itssflf cam,
gt NO time:, mesn anything other tham
to submagge or to immerse, fullly, in
watst!

Nbtttee agaim the exanpile you read
in Matthew 3:13-177. Jesuss came to find
Jottm om the edge of the rimer fondbnd!
Butt why there? Kf Chrisst had wanted
to authonzee the sprimkiiigg off infbatss,
or “pouring” of water out of a pitetierr
over someone's head, why did He go
all the way to the rirer Jorstan?? Nokiee,
“And Jesuss, whem He was bapdized],
went up straightway OUT OF the
water!?” (Dbatt. 3:16)) What was Jesuss
doing IN the water — if the modie or

metthall He intended to authonizee were
theit off sprimitiigg or pouring?

Notites Morkkss account:: “Amd it came
to pawss in these days, thett Jsuss came
from Nezareth of Galldee, and was bap-
tizmd [tlee Greek word meams sul>-
merged, buiised, or immersed ]} of Jeiim
N Jorddan. And straightway ceming up
ot off the watier, he saw the heavens
openedl and the Spitit like a dove
desgantling upon him” (Mank 1.9, 10).
Nostiee furthieer, thett thee baptism of
repentant belienerss requiresl MUEHYAt@T,
nett jusst a cupffibl, or a few handfids.
“Mfeer these thinggs came Jesuss and higs
discifpdss imto the lamdl of Joodases; and
there Hee taniédd witth them, and baptized
[remdl  Jotm 4:1122, however, which
statess thett [esuss Himself did neit bap-
tiee, butt Hiss diswippdes or studentts acted
im Hiss behalff}. And Joiim ak® was bap-
tizgg im Aenom near Salim), because
theree was MICEHWIATIHERbaree: and
they came, and were baptized” ([piim
3:22-:23).

Jsthm had gone to this speaifific logea-
tiom because thewe was mwuch water
availbdide for baptism! Baptism, 5,
then, a tetal subrreggiggingo the water
& a sign off the BURIAL of the ol sefff!

A Complete Bunail!

Have you ever seen a fummedl where
the compse was kift lyingg above e
groamd, and a few handfulls of dirt
Sprimbed over its head? Off course nett
— thiés would be absolutelly ridleaides;s,
and contrany to all lawss off health and
conmoorsense!!

Nottecee how Pawll explinss it, im
Romamssh. “Know ye nait, theit so mamy
offugs a5 were baptized [inmmeseddHintto
Jesuss  Chrisst were baptized intbo hiss
death? Thersfore we are BURIED witth
him by baptism into death: thett like
as Chrigst was raised/ op from the dead
by the gloty of the Esther, even so we
ako shouldl walk [lvek] in newness off
li€e” (Rom. 6:34).

Baptism symbolizes BURIAL! The
Agosttte Paull said, 1 am cruciffedd witth
Chirigst: nevertheless I liee; yett natt T,
but Chrigst liregth in me: and the lide
which I now lire im the flesth I live by
thee faitkh off the Son of Godl, who loweul

" me, and gave Himself fwr me” (&4l

2:20)).

s\YI‘L .
508 !

God commaadss, through Paul, “I
beseech you thereffnee, brethnem, by the
mercies of Godl, thett ye present your
bodizs a linmgg sacififse, hoily, accept-
abke unt® Godi, which s your reasom-
ablke servitee. And be neit comformed] to
thds wonltd: buit be ye transformed by
the remewing of your mimd], thett ye
may prove what ks theit goodl, and ac-
ceptablle, and peréett, willl of God”
(Rom. 1211, 2)). Ff a persom ks ex-
periencing TRUE repentance, he is fi¢er-
ally GIVING hiss own selff tp God! He &s
redkoning himselff DEAD, so far as sin
ks concerned, butt aliee through God
and Hi§s Som Jesugs Clrigst! “Likewwse
reckon ye ako yourselbes tp be dead
indeed unto sin, bwt ALWE unte God
through Jsuss Chrigst our Levad. Lett neit
siN [amdl sin ks the transgressiom of the
law (I Jofim 3:4)] thereforee reigm in
your mortall bodly, thett yow shouldl obey it
in the lsis thereof” (Rom. 6:11-12)).

Remanbbgr, “The wages of sim &
DENTE! (Rom. 6:23))

Simze ALL have sinned (Rom. 3:23)
and come shartt of the gloyy of God —
and simee thee wages of sivz, which &s the
breaking of Gows Law (I Jothm 3:4)) &
IEA E=Mcelbod—baptism symbolizes
thett death!!

And it is omlly ¥ symbol!

Chvigst digtl in our steadl! We do neit
NEED tp disd!

Butt we DO need to symbolize the
death off our “otd mam” by being sym-
bolléghily buried/ underneath the water
in baptism! “Ferr i we have been
plamtied together in the Jikervesss off Hiss
deatth, we shelll be akw in the lilerness off
Hiss resumeattonn, knowing thigs, thett owr
ol mam ks crucifiedd witth Hiim, thett the
body of sin might be destroyed, theit
henceforth we should neit seme sint”
(Rom. 6:565). . - 1 . ue’

Thougih Chriget diedi forr ourr Ssivss —

He nevetthelkss demvaniiour OBEDIENCE

to H3s example and Hss commthadtheit
we typiffy the cruciffdoon and bumal off
the ol selff, by being immersed intho a
watery “grave,” and beimg raised up
immediaiely as i in a resumeatiton, to
lie imaa totiwlhly diifbreabt mammar!

THigs ks the ONLY authorized “modie”
of baptism givem ANYVMEERE the
Biie — and any other methotl or
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“modie” devised of mam ks absolutely
cortramy to Godls inspiredd Wordl, and
ks nait VALID!

Surglly it must be a temiblsle travestyy
tp God tp see a liteatal carmiil/ madie off
such a deeply PERSONAland absolutielly
Serfouss event as the baptism of a simmeer,
symbolizing the death and bumahl off
thee old seif, and a5 am outward sign off
totedl repentance!

Whemn Should Baptism
Be Done?

Sumdly, in the lighht of the scriptmess
you have alreadly readl, the answer to
thids questiom & obwiguss.

Simeee baptism &s am outward sigm off
totthl RIERENTFANEEand of the willhigg-
ness to BURY tie ol selff, it NEVER
SHOUWDDbe done to infhmbsh !

Baptism symbolizes the putting away
of the life of sim! Kt symbolizes the
death and bunahl off am “OLD SELF! Ft
does NOT comstiftiéc some “magical
formula™ furr gettingg oneselff intto the
“good graces” off God! Baptism is NOT
a seomtt ritakl for “joiningg a church.”
Baptism & NOT a “christenimg” of a
baby at birtbh!

Baptism is nett valdd if it & done by
pouningg, sprinkkligg, dabbing witth a
damp clethh, or cavortimg under a fiee
hose!!

Baptism & nott forr chilliternt!

It would be a vemy RARE thing if a
young teen-ager of even 16 or 17 fs
trully READY fwr baptism! Thene have
been cases where boys and gikls of thiss
age have been ABLE tp cometo the plue
of el re@emntarior thee ae few
and far between, indkedl.

Baptism should be done & the re-
sult of complete and totth] RIERENTANCE
toward God and complete faithh im the
bloodl off Jesuss Chrisst! Omly a mature
mindl, one which cam tuily “countt the
costt,” should considler baptism!!

Wihat About Yeu?

Butt what about vou? Have yow
been baptized? Was it done the way
God cormmaaddsDidd you resllly RE-
PENT frstt? Didl you know what r16-
pentance i§¥? Ditl you know what to
repentt oft? Dl yow really KiN®WVex-
actily what sivz &5, according to the Bitkéd?
Did yow come tp fetl deeply broken
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im theit they received the: word witth all
readimess of ming, and sewrched the
scrigitness dafly, whether these thinggs
were so” (Aktss 17:11)).

Remearhird rtMllL scrigttmee & givem by
inspiradionn of Goudl, and &s proffibbde forr
doctrines, for repmwif, for conetionn, for
instmcttonn in  righteousness” (LI Tim.
3:16).

Thett ks why we constantilly say, “Donitt
belisee uss, unlbsss or unthil yow check oy,
and PROME everything im your own
Bittitd!”

Be sure you Do carefullly proves, to
your own complete and teithl satigffac-
tionn, thett yow know thee pléirv: truth’ about
bpiptisty chedking up o these
scrigitiress in your own Bithdé!

Chtist CODMANDEIDBapbism!

Jesuss Chrisst of Nbwzareth was bap-
tized!! Latber, yow willl see baptism s
an outward symibol off the BURIAL off
the ol seif, and of the resurmectiom to
liffe-tto lire in 2 new and a différentt
way!! Baptism & conmmededesh an owtt-
ward sign of owr RBRENTANGEand
willifpesss to surrender our liess com-
plktatyy to God — being willligg to bury
the: ot seflf.

Jesuss never sinmedl! He diid neit NEED
to be baptized a5 a repentant sinmegr —
butt onlly because “Cirisst akw suffenet
fisr w5, leavimg us am example, theit ye
should follbww hiss steps” (I Ret. 2:21)).
Chrigte’s baptism, them, was an EX#MPREE
to all tuee Civissldngs.

“Then cometh Jesuss firomm Gailldee to
Jontbm unto Joim, to be baptized of
him. Butt Johim fontkedl himy, sayimg, I
have need to be baptized off thee, and
comest thow to me? And Jeuss answening
sail unto him, Suffber it to be so now:
fosr thuss it becomebhuws to fuidifill all
rightesussiesss. Then he suffferetl him.
And Jesuss, when he was baptiret, went
up straightway outt off the water: andl,
In, the heavens were opered unte himm,
and he saw the Spiiitit of God descend-
ing like a dowe, and lightingg upon
him: And lo a veitee from heaven,
saying, Thds & my beloved Som, in
winoml am welll pleased” (WAutt. 3:13-
17). Noitie¢! Josuss saitd, “Penmitt it to
be so now — fwr thuss it becomss s
o flfill dll righteousmess.” Joim REC-
OGNIZEDRsuss did neit need to be bap-

tized, butt thet, rattieer, JOHN was the one
who neediedl baptism!!

Jesuss was settimg us am  EXOAMPEE
to folldow.

Arfeer Chrigst's tanl in the wilbidenesss,
He “begam tp preach and to say, RE
PENT: for the kingdom of heavem s at
hand” (Wéttt. 4:17)). Jsuss’ messegyewas
thett off REBRENTFANEE.

Buit Chrisst resilfy meawt ir. He meant
to reallyy reeepemilt jisit experience
an emotional upsett or distuniance:.

God says, “Korr godlly sorrow worketh
RERENTANCHD salvatiom neit to be
repented of: butt the sorrow of the
world worketh DR (II Cwr. 7:10)).
Thene &s a “sorrow of thiis world!” which
is sheerly hummanand physicall — it s
BEMOTR OBiAL works deaith.

Wihat about if? Do Yow know the
differencee betwemn sheer human emo-
tamz, which would even leadl some to
sob and SHED TEARS as they “go down
the akils,” and GOIY SORRR®\wvhich
leadds to real repentamce?

Jesuss sail, “Except ye REPENT ye
shaill all lieavisee peristt” (Lude 133,
5).

In Hiss parablle of the one losst sheep,
and the “ninety and ning” Jess said,
41 say unte you, thett likewidee joyy shaill
be im heaven over one simer thett
RERENMTERTH more tham over ninatyy and
ningz  jusst persomss, which need ne
repentamce” (Luflee 15:7)).

Jesuss gave thiss exampliete show what
2 RARE thimg it & whem one resllfy
repentts. £ yow have never readl owr
attifide om the Bide defimifigon of REAL
RERENTAMCE— them wiite for it
immediately,

One Baptism

Pateer, preaching om the Day of Pem-
tecostt in 31 ADD., saitl, “REPENT;, and
be baptized every one of youw im the
name off Jesuss Chrisst forr thee remissiom
off sinss, andl yow shelll receiee the: gfft off
thes Holly Spifitit” (Attss 2:38)). Lateer, He
saiid, “Repent ye themfboee, and be
converted, thett yourr sinss may be bleiteed
outf, whem the times of refreshingg shaill
come from the presence off the Lomi”
(Ketts 3:19). Many were deeply com-
viste? as a resullt off thee fantbatidc MIRA-
CLES they had seem, and the almost
incredlbbde  facts off the resurectiom of

Jrsuss Chivisst! God sayss, “Then they theit
gladlly received hiss word were bap-
tizmkl: and the same day theee were
added unty them about thmee thousamd
souls” (Xktss 2:41)). Notideg, the vemy
FIRST thing they did affter reallfy
experiencing triee repentance was to be
baptized’

The Agosttte Paull wmote to the
Ephesians, “Thete ks one body [ome
truee Church off God]}, and one Spiiitit
fthe Holly Spiitit of God]}, even a ye
are callkdd in one hope of your caliigg;
one Lorc, one fatth [body off bellétf,
tliee DOURRWEE], ONE BAPTISM, On€
God and Father off all, who & above
all, and through all, and in you alt”
(Eph. 4:4:69) .

Noiteee it —tHegee & ONE baptism!!
Tt ks, thewe ks only one valdd, author-
iwed, righht baptism according to the
divinedly inspifedd Word of God!

Thene are noit two or theee diféeennt
modes or methods, nett seversil difftceant
manners in which it may be done —
each one “@s acceptable as the other”

God ditd nett leavee it up to thiss worldl

to devise some “form” of mememdde

religgooss niess, attachimg the NAWEE of
Chirigst to it, and calligg it Chrisstaath !
God allowes vs to decite, nett WHHAT
willl be our methst or mode of wor-
shipping and  serving Hirm, but
Wk HIEEE e willl obey the ONE modie
which H, the Cresttor, has set before
usl! What, them, rs that “ome bapitsonti?

What Baptism KS

The Greek word baptizy meams tp
submergas, to immerse, to busy, to
plumge intod! The vemy word itseflf cam,
dt NO time;, mean anything other tham
to submegge or to immerse, fullly, in
water!!

Nbtitee agaim the exempke you read
in Matthew 3:13177. Jesuss came to findd
Jothm om thee edge of thee fiimer fondbmd/
Butt why there? Kf Chrisst had wanted
to authonizze the sprimi¥tiigg of infbmtss,
or “pouring” of water owt of a pitetierr
over someoness head, why did He go
alll the way to the riveer Jondbmi?? Notidee,
“And [suss, when He wes baptizd/,
went up straightway OUT OF the
water!”” (Matt. 3:167)) Wihat was Jeuss
doimg N the water — if the modie or

mefivat! He intended to authonize were
theit off sprinitingg or pouring?

Notitee Morkkss account:: “Amd it came
to pess im those dayss, thett [Rsuss came
from Nbzareth of Galldee, and was bap-
timd [tlee Greek word meams sulb-
merged, burigel], or immersed}of Joiim
N Jorddan. Amd straightway cowing up
ou off thee walerr, he saw the heavens
openedl and the Spitit likke 2 dove
descantiing upon him” (Mauk 1.9, 10).
Nostiee furthber, thett thee baptism of
repentant beligarss requined MU EHwater,
neit jusst a cupffhl, or a few handfiuds.
“Nfeer these thinggs came Jsuss and hiss
discipides intoo the lamdl off Juchess; and
there He taniédd witth them, and baptized
[eadtl  Jotm 4:1:22, however, which
statess thett Jesuss Himselff diid nett bap-
tize, butt Hiss dissifpdes or students acted
im Hiss behalft]. And Jeiim akwo was bap-
tizngg i Aenom near Salim, because
theree was MUEHWIATIHERharee: and
they came, and were baptized” (phim
3:22-23).

Jsttm had gone to thigs speaifific losca
tiom because thene was mwuch water
availbde fwr baptism! Baptism, i5,
them, a totedl subrrepginginteo the water
a a sign off the BURIAL of the oltd selff!

A Complete Buridal!

Have you ever seen a fummel where
the compse was kift lyimg above tie
groawd, and a few handfulls of dirt
Spriméba? over its head? Of course nait
— thids would be absolutely ridlcaldosss,
and contrany to all lawss of healtth and
cgnmoorsense!!

Noittee how Pauil expliinss it, in
Romansh. “Know ye natf, theit so mamy
of us a5 were baptized [immmasedéHintto
Jesuss  Chrisst were baptized intto  hiss
death? Themsfore we awe BURIED witth
him by baptism imto death: thtt like
a Chrisst was reised up from the dead
by the glowy of the Fattherr, even so we
ako should walk [lvek] im newness off
li¢e” (Rom. 6:34).

Baptism symbolizes BURIAL! The
Agositte Paull saitd, 41 am cruifigdd witth
Chrigst: neverthelbess I liee; yett natt T,
butt Chrigst liretth in me: and the life
which T now live in the flesh I live by
thee faitth off the Son of Goul, who lowel
me, qpdl gave Himselff for me” (Gahl.
2:20)).

v
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God commadsis, through Pauil, “I
beseedh you themffoee, brethrem, by the
mercies of God, thett ye present youm
bodies a linmgg sacififwe, holly, acceptt-
ablke unt® Godl, which & your reasom-
ablke serwice. And be noit comformeat! to
thss wontd: buit be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind], theit ye
may prove what is thett goodl, and ac-
ceptablks, and perféett, willl of God”
(Rom. 1211, 2)). Ff a person bs ex-
periencimg TRUE repentance, he is liter-
ally GIVING hiss own selff to God! He is
trecdkoning himself DEAD, so far as sin
ks concerned, but alize through God
and Hiss Som [esuss Chrisst! “Likeamwisee
reckon ye ako yourselwes tp be dead
indeed unto sin, but ALWVE unte God
through Jesuss Clhrisst our Lerdd. Lett nait
SiN [amdl sim ks the transgression of the
law (I jotim 3:4)}] thereforee reign in
yourr mortall bodly, thett you shouldl obey it
in the hsits thereo” (Rom. 6:11-12).

Remanbbgr, “The wages of sim s
DENTH"! (Rom. 6:23))

Simeee ALL have sinned (Rom. 3:23))
and come shartt of the gloyy of God —
and simee the wages off givz, which is the
breaking of Gow's Law (I Jofim 3:4)) &
HEAE=#M¢celbod—baptism symbolizes
thett death!!

And it ks onlly @ symbol!

Chirigst diedl im owr steadl! We do neit
NEED to diee!

Butt we DO need to symbolize the
death off our “ofd mam” by being sym-
bollécliily buried underneath the water
in baptism! “Farr if we have been
plamied together in the Jidemvesss off Hiss
deatth, we shaill be akw in the likeress of
Higs resumeetionn, knowing thigs, thett owr
old mam & crudifedd witth Himm, thett the
body of sin might be destroyed, theit
henceforth we should neit serve sin”
(Rom. 655645) I 9

Thougih Clrigbt died! forr ourr Séings —
He neverthalsss demanidout (GBBDIENEE
to Hss example and His comhaaddthet
we tygiffy the cruciffdoon and bumahl of
the ol selff, by being immensedintto a
watery “grave,” and being raismd up
immediately & if in a resumestioon, to
liree in a totibly difffrennt manmar!

Tigs &s the ONLY authorizedl “modie”
of baptism givem ANWMERERE the
Bifide — and any other metiotl or
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“modie” devised of mam s absolutelly
cortaryy to Godls inspiredd Wonrdl, and
5 neit VALID!

Surgly it must be a temiblele travestyy
tp God tv see a liteatal carmiid/ made off
such a deeply PERSONAland absolutetly
seriowss event as the baptism of a simweer,
symiolizing thee death and bunahl off
thee oltd selif, and as am outward sign off
toith]l repentance!

When Should Baptism
Be Done?

Sumdly, in the ligght of the scriptmess
you have alteady read, the answer to
thigs questiom & obvimuss.

Simeee baptism & am outward sign off
toithl RIBRENTANEEand of the willihpg-
ness to BURY the ol seff, it NEVEBR
SHQUWDbDbe done to infbnigh !

Baptism symbolizes the puttigg away
of the flife of sim! Ft symbolizes the
death and bundhl off am “OLD SELF" Kt
does NOT constittiiée some “magical
formula™ fur gettivgg oneself intto the
“good graces” of God! Baptism & NOT
a secmtt ritakl for “joimngg a church.”
Baptism & NOT a “christenimg” of a
baby at birtbh!

Baptism s nett valldd if it & done by
pourig, sprinikiliog, dabbing with a
damp clathh, or cavortimg under a fiee
hose!

Baptism & mov forr childtent!

ft would be a vemy RARE thing if a
young teen-ager of even 16 or 17 &s
tully READY fwr baptism! There have
been cases where boys and gikls off this
age have been ABLE tp come tp the plboee
of rell rp@emtarioe these are few
and far between, indkedl.

Baptism should be done & the re-
sullt of complete and totthl RERENTRNCE
toward God and complete fath in the
bloodl of Jesuss Chrisst! Omlly a mature
mindl, one which cam tmily “count the
ostt;” should considlar baptism!

Wihat About You?

Butt what about you? Have yow
been baptized? Was it done the way
God commmaddtsDid yow resllly RE-
PENT frstx? Didd you know what re-
pentance i? Didl yow know what to
repentt oft? Didl yow reallly KN®¥Wex-
acily what sivz i, according to the Biikd?
Ditl you come to famtl deeply broken
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up over your pastt way of fide, the
mettioll yow used im conducting your
prlizeate afffatrs, your businsss, your home?
Ditd you bewomee so thoroughly pis-
GUSTHEDwitth younsellf, your vemy mettunee
and persomsiitity, your hafhiits anid metthodis
of expressiom, thett yow simplly couldhitt
standl to liee witth yowsslff any lomgen?

Diil yow neit onlly fel thiss as a deep
and very redl emotiow, butt did yow
thoroughly UNGXERSTVANDNMt yow must
yitld im complete OBEDIENEE God
and Hiis Law? Had you resllly come tp
Jesuss  Clirigst in  UINKOONDITIAN ASUR-
RENMDERS your rebellinn againsit Gopts
ways —hadl you thoroughly repented
of goimg witth the W@RLD?

Didl yow understand, jdy/y, thedt yow
were being BURIED, and thett a “new
you” was to emenge from the water?
Diid yow reallfy “count the costt” (nesc
Luke 14:25-33) whem you were bap-
tized?

Perhaps yow ame like mamy who have
wiifteen to us. They cam “see” mamy
new tutths by readimg The PLAIN
TRUTHH or TOMBRARDIWEOR DINaga-
zime. They liiten, and they “agree
witth”  many thinggss they hear om

The WORLLTOMEORRPVgram, Pe:-
hagss, many, mamy yeanss ago they were
“baptized” Thds may have been durimg
a rewvehl, at a temtt camp meeting, at
the lol church, or even whem they
were an inffabt. They reaslice thene was
no realljy DRYWAATICOANGEthatt took
ploe in their liess whem they were
“baptized],” butt fetl “safisffedd” simee
they are now learmiiigg some nesw “poinits
of tawth.”

But THS kK NOT ENGUGE HRemsarbdser

— and never forgeer — thett BELIEF
wittheutt QBEDIENEEs noit emowgih to gett
you intto Gedls Kimgdom! Even the
demonss “bellesee and  tremble! (Jas.
2:19))

Satan the Diil i the greatest “fumdta-
mentalistt” of all time!! He beliavess Jesuss
is the Chnsist. He BELIEVES in the vinggin
bitkh, the ternptation and trinl of Jeuss,
the crucifidon amd - resurectiom  off
Chirigist, thett Chrisbt ascandiedl to the righbt
hand of God the Father, and thett He is
coming agaim! He BELIEVES im ALL the
essentitdds of salvatiomh! He KNows they
are tuze — butt he W@ Tobey them!

Ballé¢f coupled with OBEDIENEEis
necessary to gaim the Kingdomof God!

MBBR ECULEBE

LIBRARY

What about if? Are yow being trujy
hormest withb yourselff?
Baptizintgg Counsel

As part.odf the ADULT EDUSGADIDNAL
BROMBRIME now have TRAINED MEN
— graduaties of AMBASSB QWOLLKGEGE
— availtide in all patts of the world,
ready to counsel with you PERSOMNAMY
— to answer questions — to hellp you
witth any spirititslal problems — and to
baptize any who are ready for it.

We WONITsend anyone tv see you,
UNWAANTIEDNGE unlbsss you REQUEST
It! BUY, PLEASE fegl firee to mite such
a vigkit. Thats what these traimzd and
consecrated mem are theee for. Actuzlly
most of them ame ordanied mimgbeess.
Theyy, and we here at Headquarters off
this grestt Wonk, want onlly to HELP —
to SERVE, We count it a PRIVILEGE to
do 0. Ch

If you ame neit yet a subscriber to
TOMOBRRINOINERLDD 2 maga-
zine off Bifhbaial understanvdiirg) pub-
lithed by the AmbasssdoiorCollbege
Graduate School of Theology, be
sure to request a free subscrigtiion.
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