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NOTHING TO GIVE: From the Sky Pilot's Log, 2CH Broadcast.
James, who visited Arnhem Land when I was

the re  in 1930, wa s  a n Englishma n, a nd ca me
fro m  a n  o ld  fa m ily th a t h a d  tra v e lle d  with

he  told us. S trangely enough, there  are  so many
m e n a bout whos e  a nce s tors  ca m e  ove r with
Willia m tha t one  wonde rs  if he  ha d a  ship the
s ize  of the  Que e n Eliza be th. Anyhow, P a lme r
a nd I we re  re spe ctfully s ile nt, though Ge orge
wasn't impressed.

"Did you s a y Willia m  the  Conque ror? " he
asked. "Yes, I thought that's what you said. Well,
I've  never heard of him. It must have been afore
my time . He  ne ve r la nde d in Da rwin, a s  fa r a s
I know."

"Ba h!" J a me s  snorte d. "Ignora nt s tockma n!
You know, I detest this country, positively detest
it. I haven't met a  gentleman since  I a rrived, not
one . And the  na tive s! pooh! nothing but naked
savages, lower than animals."

"Some animals  a in't tha t low", George  put in,
"not when you compare  them with some  of the
men tha t seem to ge t about these  days. And as
fur as the  Aborigines are  concerned, I don't mind
sayin' tha t I've  learned a  lot from them, and I've
a  lot of re spect for a  good Aborigina l."

"S o you've  le a rne d wha t you know from the
Aborigines, have you?" James said, sarcastically.
"We ll I'm not a t a ll surprise d; not in the  le a s t."

"Hold on a  m inute ,  J a m e s ", P a lm e r inte r-
rupte d, "you're  ta lking through your ha t. Whe n
I firs t ca me  to this  country I thought a s  you do

the  natives and thought it would be  a  good thing
if they died out. I've  learned a  lot since then; and
quite  a  lo t o f wha t I've  le a rne d  is  from  the
Aborigines."

"Nons e ns e ! The re 's  nothing worth le a rning
from the  Aborigines."

"You're  wrong the re ", s a id Ge orge . "A ma n
can lea rn a  lot from the  Aborigines , and wha t's
more , the re 's  many a  white  man in this  country
who owe s  his  life  to the  na tive s . The y're  kind
and generous, and they'd share anythin' they have
with you, from a  goanna  to a  favourite  wife ."

"How loa thsome!" J ames excla imed. "If any-
thing, I prefer the goanna."

"Tha t's  a bout your le ve l", Ge orge  a sse rte d.
"Le t m e  te ll you..."

Palmer interrupted him. "Don't say it, George .
I know wha t you a re  thinking, but don't s a y it;
not on the Mission anyhow."

And the re  the  ma tte r re s ted for a  time .
James fancied himself as a  sa ilor and he  told

hinte d a t a  priva te  ya cht he  owne d in Engla nd
and we almost believed him. Anyhow he borrowed
the  Mission dinghy and took Palmer for a  sa iling
trip. We were  near the  coast a t the  time, working
on the  sa lt pa ns , a nd a ll would ha ve  be e n we ll
h a d  J a m e s  ke p t to  th e  riv e r.  Ho we v e r,  h e
de cide d to ta ke  the  dinghy out to se a , a nd the
re sult was  they were  caught in a  sudden squa ll
and driven far away from land. It is a  wonder the
dinghy lived in such a  sea , but J ames did know
quite  a  lot about boats, and he managed to keep
it a floa t, and fina lly beached it on Maria  Is land.
He  was ra the r proud of his  fea t, and le t Pa lmer
know a ll about it.

"Nasty squa ll, tha t", he  sa id. "If I hadn't been
an experienced yachtsman we would have  been
drowned. You are fortunate ."

"Did you s a y fortuna te ? " P a lme r wa ile d. "I
like  tha t! Firs t, you nea rly kill me  with sea  s ick-
ness , and then you land me  on a  dese rt is land,
whe re  we 'll s ta rve  to de a th or die  of thirs t, or
both."

"We 'll ha ve  to s igna l the  firs t pa ss ing boa t",
J ames sa id, "and they'll take  us  off. The re 's  no
need to panic."

"The  firs t pass ing boa t?  Did you say the  firs t
boat?  Good heavens! .Don't you know that we 're
in the  Gulf of Carpenta ria , right out of the  track
of boats?  If Smithy doesn't come out looking for

don't starve first."
"We  might rig up a  s a il. It is  a  pity the  s a il

got torn to pieces in that squall. Or we could row
to land."

"What would we  make  a  sa il of?  Besides, we
ha ve n't a ny oa rs  now, a nd if we  trie d to ma ke
the m, how would we  ma na ge  without e ve n a
pocket knife between us!"

"Good gracious! I had no idea the place was so
is ola te d. We 'd be tte r find wa te r.  My lips  a re
cracking in this heat."

"I'll sa y we  ha d. Thre e  da ys  without wa te r is
the  a bsolute  limit in this  country, a nd a  lot of
men go mad in le ss  than three  days . Come  on,
le t's  hike ."

The men walked across the island. They found
the remains of a  billabong in the centre, but there
wa s  not a  drop of wa te r, a nd the  bottom wa s
caked and criss-crossed with gaping cracks. By
nigh tfa ll the y we re  in  a  ba d  wa y.  The y ha d
wa lke d till the ir clothe s  we re  torn to shre ds  in
the  thick s crub, the ir tongue s  we re  bla ck a nd
swollen and it was with difficulty they kept the ir
cracked and blistering lips together.



Dec., 1971 -J a n., 1972 S KY P ILO T NE W S Pa ge 3

They s lept little  tha t night a nd a t da ylight we re
a ga in  on  the ir fe e t,  s ta gge ring  a long in  the  va in
s e a rch for wa te r. The y notice d, a bout 11 o 'c lock,
s om e  s m oke  in  the  tre e s  a nd  m a de  towa rds  it.
P a lm er a lone  rea ched the  s m oke , J a m es  dropped
out by the  wa y.  It wa s  a  ca m p fire  m a de  by two
Aborigine s ,  who ha d com e  to  the  is la nd for fis h-
in g  a n d  to  c a tc h  tu rt le s .  Th e  Ab o rig in e s  g a ve
P a lm e r wa te r ,  p ro p p e d  h im  in  th e  s h a d e ,  a n d
we nt ba ck for J a m e s . The y lifte d him  ge ntly a nd
ca rrie d  h im  to  the  ca m p,  whe re  the y ba the d  h is
fa ce  a nd  wris ts  with  wa te r a nd  ga ve  h im  a  little
a t a  time  to drink.

W h e n  t h e  m e n  fe l l  in t o  a  s le e p  o f u t t e r
e xha us tion ,  the  Aborig ine s  wa tc he d  ove r the m
a nd  whe n  the y a woke  fe d  the m  on  oys te rs ,  fis h
a n d  c o o ke d  lily ro o ts .  O n e  o f th e  Ab o rig in e s
s poke  Englis h  a nd P a lm e r trie d  to  tha nk h im .

"I s a y,  you  fe llows ",  he  s a id ,  "wha t I m e a n  to
s a y. . .  we ll,  you  s a ve d  our live s  a nd  I'm  te rrib ly
gra te ful. Of cours e , tha t's  the  wrong word. I mea n

I m e a n ."

"P oor fe llow white  m a n",  s a id  the  Aborig ina l,
"him a ll a  -s a me picca ninny longa  bus h. You two-
fe lla  clos e  up finis h tha t time."

"Yes , it wa s  clos e  up, a ll right", P a lmer a greed.
"We ll,  we  a ppre cia te  wha t you ha ve  done . I'll be

Mis s io n ,  yo u  c a n  c a ll in  a n d  I' ll s e e  yo u ' r e
prope rly re wa rde d."

n o th in ! P le n ty  wa te r  a n d  tu c ke r  lo n g a  b u s h .
Bla ckfe lla  a lwa ys  s ha re  eve rythin '.  You fee l good
now?  By a nd  by m e  ta ke  you  longa  m a in la nd  in
ca noe ."

"O h ,  we 're  fin e  n o w,  th a n ks ",  s a id  P a lm e r.

wh a t we  wa n t.  Yo u 're  a  Brito n  . . .  wh a t I m e a n

unde rs ta nd?  You prope rly good  -fe llow Aborig i-
na l, no m ore  little  bit."

J a mes  s a id nothing.
La te r  o n  P a lm e r d is c u s s e d  th e  m a t te r  with

J a mes , a fte r s a ying wha t he  thought of ya chts men
in  ge ne ra l a nd  J a m e s  in  pa rticu la r.

"Th a t 's  th e  la s t  t im e ",  h e  s a id  with  fe e lin g ,
"tha t you 'll e ve r kid  m e  ou t to  s e a  in  a  d inghy.
We  nea rly pe ris hed. The  only thing tha t s a ved us
wa s  find ing  thos e  Aborig ine s .  Wha t wa s  it you
ca lled them?  Na ked s a va ges , lower tha n a nima ls !
You s a id  we  could  le a rn  no th ing  from  the m  a nd
they ha d nothing to give . Well, they ga ve  us  wha t

the y ha d  a nd  it m e a n t life  to  us .  I wou ldn 't c a ll
tha t nothing."

"It mea nt nothing to them", J a mes  s a id cros s ly.
"The y ha d ple nty a nd wouldn't m is s  a  little  wa te r
a n d  fo o d .  Ye s ,  th e y we re  u s e fu l,  I s u p p o s e ,  in

well, give  me a  dog a ny da y."

An d  th e  fin a l e n t ry in  to d a y's  Lo g  is  ta ke n
fro m  th e  2 5 th  c h a p te r o f Ma tth e w: "Th e n  s h a ll
the  King s a y unto the m  on his  right ha nd, Com e ,
ye  b le s s e d  o f m y F a th e r ,  in h e rit  th e  kin g d o m
p re p a re d  fo r  yo u  fro m  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f th e
wo rld : fo r I wa s  a n  h u n g e re d ,  a n d  ye  g a ve  m e
m e a t; I wa s  th irs ty a nd  ye  ga ve  m e  drink; I wa s
a  s t ra n g e r  a n d  ye  to o k m e  in :  n a ke d  a n d  ye
c lo the d  m e : I wa s  s ick a nd  ye  vis ite d  m e : I wa s
in  p ris on  a nd  ye  ca m e  un to  m e  . . . .  Ve rily I s a y
unto you, ina s m uch a s  ye  ha ve  done  it unto  one
of the  lea s t of thes e  m y bre thren, ye  ha ve  done  it
unto  m e ."

R IVE R S TO NE  LIO NS  C LUB : We ha ve  been
ve ry s h o rt o f s p a c e  in  th e  s o rtin g  a n d  p a c kin g
ro o m  wh e re  a ll th e  c lo th in g  a n d  o th e r a rt ic le s
s e n t in  a re  a t te n d e d  to .  F o rtu n a te ly th e  Lio n s
Club  o f Rive rs tone  ca m e  to  ou r a id  a nd  unde r-
took to  bu ild  a n  a dd itiona l room  on  the  p re s e n t
s he d whe re  th is  work is  done .  The  illus tra tion in
this  lea fle t s hows  the  firs t s ta ge  of the ir work: the
concre te  floor ha s  be e n la id a nd the  s te e l be a m s
a n d  ro o f h a ve  b e e n  c o m p le te d .  W h e n  fin is h e d
the  building will be  a  grea t com fort to us  a nd will
m a ke  the  work o f s o rting  the  c lo th ing  s o  m uc h
e a s ie r.  All Lions  Clubs  a re  "s e rvic e " c lubs  a nd
Rive rs tone  m e m be rs  a re  living up to the  wonde r-
fu l re p u ta t io n  th a t  h a s  b e e n  b u ilt  u p  b y o ld e r
es tablis hed clubs .

THE  DAR K C HILDR E N: J us t be fore  the  end
of 1971 two e xtra  childre n we re  a dm itte d ,  s o  we
a ctua lly fin is he d the  ye a r with  30 childre n in  the
Hom e .  As  us ua l,  the  ch ild re n  a ll we n t a wa y fo r
th re e  we e ks ,  s ta yin g  in  th e  h o m e s  o f va rio u s
frie n d s .  Th e y h a d  a  wo n d e rfu l t im e  a n d  c a m e
b a c k  fit  a n d  we ll.  Th e y  m u s t  h a ve  b e h a ve d
re a s ona b ly we ll a s  we  ha d  no  c om pla in ts  from
the ir hos te s s e s .  Unfo rtuna te ly we  d id  no t ha ve
quite  enough children to a ccept a ll the  invita tions
for the  holida ys  a nd s om e  people , who a s ked for
a  child ,  we re  dis a ppointe d. We  us ua lly book the
childre n for the  va rious  hom e s  a bout S e pte m be r
a nd a pplica tions  for a  child  s hould be  in  by the n
fo r the  ch ild re n  a re  a llo tte d ,  o the r th ings  be ing
equa l, to  th o s e  wh o s e  a p p lic a t io n s a re  firs t
rece ived.
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After the  holidays several of the  children went
back to parents , now in a  be tte r position to ca re
for them, but the ir places were  quickly taken by
other needy Aboriginal children and we soon had
our full complement again.

DEP UTATION MEETINGS : Throughout the
year a number of Deputation Meetings were taken
by Mr. Keith Langford -Smith. Of recent years we
ha ve  ke pt a  book re cord ing  the  De puta tion
Mee tings  and on re fe rring to it we  find tha t Mr.
Langford -Smith has taken almost a thousand such
meetings and has spoken to over 731,000 people.
Natura lly many of these  have heard him severa l
times so it is  not cla imed that this number heard
him for the  firs t time ; but it give s  some  indica -
tion of the  value  of Deputa tion Meetings.

Mr.  Bruce  La ngford  -S m ith  a ls o  s poke  to
several gatherings and following one such meet-
ing $500 was  offe red to he lp forward the  work.
It should be  note d tha t a ppe a ls  for mone y a re
never made in Deputa tion Meetings; instead the
simple  s tory of the  work and God's  provis ion is
stressed. This is God's work and we trust Him to
provide for our every need.

S P IRITUAL WORK: In this  Home  Aborigina l
children are fed, clothed, housed and given every
m a te ria l he lp tha t is  pos s ible . Ma ny of the m
s uffe ring  from  m a lnutrition  ha ve  p icke d up
remarkably. They a lso have  medica l and denta l
ca re  a nd our doctors  a nd de ntis ts  ha ve  be e n
wonde rfully good to us  ove r the  ye a rs . But we
never lose  sight of the  fact that this is, first of a ll,
a  spiritua l work. It is  a n Eva nge lica l work, tha t
is , it is  run according to the  teaching of the  New
Testament to the  best of our ability. We accept
the  whole  Bible  a s  the  Word of God a nd the
fina l authority for a ll our conduct. P raye r is  the
ba s is  of our orga nis a tion a nd without this  we
could not continue . In answer to praye r offe red
a t this  Mis s ion we  ha ve  s e e n live s  cha nge d,
s e e mingly incura ble  ca s e s  of illne s s  he a le d,
materia l needs supplied and other evidences of
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Sanctified common sense has a part to play but
we look to God for His leading in every step that
we take ; and, as is  rightly due , we  give  God the
p ra is e ,  the  honour a nd  the  g lo ry fo r e ve ry
success that we have.

ONSLOW HOUSE: Some of our more  recent
supporte rs  ha ve  a ske d us  why we  na me d the
children's accommodation "Onslow House".
Ac tu a lly it  wa s  in  m e m o ry o f Mr.  G e o rg e

Onslow, one  of our ea rlie s t supporte rs , tha t the
House  wa s  na me d. Mr. Ge orge  Ons low wa s  a
re a l child of God a nd his  life  a nd wa lk with the
Lord  we re  a n  ins p ira tion  to  a ll who ha d  the
privile ge  of knowing him. But his  outs ta nding
c ha ra c te r wa s  no t a b le  to  ove rs ha dow the
influe nce  of his  wife , Mrs . Ve ra  Ons low. Quite
a  tra ck wa s  worn  to  the ir hum ble  a bode  by
people  in trouble  vis iting them for comfort and
prayer.

Mrs .  O ns low is  a  Counc il Me m be r o f the
Mis s ion a nd the  S e cre ta ry of our P a rra ma tta
Women's Auxiliary. She also, for many years, has
undertaken a ll the  sorting, pricing and prepa ra -
tion of clothing for S tre e t S ta lls  a nd S a le s  of
Work. This  involve s  da ys  of work e a ch month
and Mrs. Onslow often stays at the Mission Farm
for days on end. When he re  in the  evening she
always takes the dark children for prayers; she is
a  gifted and interesting speaker and the  children
are  thrilled when she  takes prayers.

Me ntion should a lso be  ma de  of he r s is te r,
Mrs . Ca nnon, a nd the  me mbe rs  a nd frie nds  of
the  Cannon family, who s tock and mainta in the
P arkfie ld S ta ll a t our S a le s . Over the  yea rs  the
O ns low a nd  Ca nnon fa m ilie s  ha ve  brought
thousands of dolla rs  to this  work; but even such
an achievement is nothing to be compared to the
spiritua l impa ct the y ha ve  ha d on the  childre n
a nd s ta ff a t Ma re lla .  We  ca n truthfully e cho
P aul's  words  in P hilippians  Chapte r 1: "I thank
my God upon every remembrance of you."

WOMEN'S  AUXILIARY: Ove r the  yea rs  out-
standing work has been done by the members of
the Women's Auxiliary. Some of the members of
the Parramatta Branch have been actively
engaged in this work for a  grea t many years and
they have seen this work grow and prosper under
the  ha nd of God. It is  not poss ible  to me ntion
names, for it would be  so easy to overlook some
quie t and fa ithful worker. But the  P resident, the

work. Then the re  a re  those  who ca rry on fa ith-

of our Auxilia ry.

The Blue Mountains Branch, though it has not
be e n in ope ra tion quite  so long, ha s , ove r the
years , made  it possible  for us  to build an Office
Block and furnish the  Office  with a ll the  equip-
ment needed. This has meant much to us and we
will a lwa ys  be  gra te ful for the ir outs ta nding
work.


