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The Diocese bf Sydney 1s fortunate in possessing a collec-
tion of books which, already valuable and extensive, °hou1d become,
with adequate attention, a really good library.

mho history of the collection is as follows ¢ , In the year

1809 -- When Port Jackson wss regerded as pert of the Diocese of
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Lonidon -~ the Rev. 8, Mersden, the pri neipal ain, annlied for
and -obtained a grant of a 'few standard theological works from ™"The
Associstes of the late Dr. Bray," a Trust which preserves the nare
of "a person most eminent and exemplary in his age for a truly
apostolic zeal as the projector and nromoter of almost every scheme
for the propagation and improvement of Christianity." To these
no additions were made until 1835, when a second
to the value of fifty pounds, was received from the same source, and
the then Archdeacon Broughton avnnlied vpart of a money grant from the

ing Christian Xnowledge to the extensinn of the
Sstill very slender library. Many more works were obtained by

purchase ‘a few years leter, as Dr. Broughton, by that time Bishop
of Australia, could avail himself of funds which had been subscribed

in Bnglend for.the service of his vast Diocese -- mainly through

the exertions of the Rev, N, Coleridge of Eton College, Mr. Coleridge,

not contenting himself with inducing subscriptions, spared no vains
to bring the literary needs of the infent Colonial Church under the
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notice of friends of piety 'and learning in the mother country, and a

result df his efforts was that gifts bf books began to flow in rapidly,
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A complete list of donors would exceed the prescribed limits
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of the present notice. Tt would be headed by "The Associates™"

~

of the zealous faunder of libraries, Dr. Bray Next in order would

stand the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. There would follow

some well-known names -- the Revs. W. Jacobhson (leate

ishon of Chester),

Dr. Wordsworth (late Bishon of Lincoln), A.P. Stanley (late Dean of

Westminster), J.H. Vewman (once Vicar of St. Mery's, and afterwards

a Roman Cardinal), Nr. Pusey, E. Coleridge, George Selwyn and R.J.
Wilberforce} Sir John Richardson, Sir Robert Inglis, and Mr. Justice
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Hope, Ndward Bellasis and John Mershall. An expression of gratituc

would heve to be accorded to others who preferred to remain anonymous =—-

ient at Cambridge
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each volume preserves
names ~- in not a few cases, the autographs -- of rany distinguished
rears, gave vpractical evidence of a deep interest in
'the welfare of the Australian Church.

Brief mention having been made of benefactors, the next
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col G time, of up of three thousand volumes.
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the writings of Cyril of Alexandria, Jerome, Basi
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end the clergyman enterheart and soul into the

humen life. thet their ministrations wi

the more fruitful ag Iin mind the words of Terence =--

Fomo sum, humeni nihil & me alienum nuto.
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There are but few books in the librery which, from a

Y,

collectort's point of view, are of any consl dereble impmortance. T
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there be "gems of the collection,™ their velue (with one or two
exceptions’) sca r,el} consists in the h:ice they might commsn
lies rather in their historical asgoclationsg, in their rich suggestive-|
neas for the peovnle of & young country. Where the surroundings are
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characterised by newness, where distence from the old world renders

it difficult to realicse the meaning and the lessons of a past which ﬂ

goes. back further than the close of the elghteenth century, it ils
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helpful exceedingly to be able to point to volumes which -- fer o
from being "dead things in stiff bindings" -~ are instinct with

the life of the ir day and generation. Such books are actually to

hand in the library of the Diocese. There 1s, to begin with, a
handsome edition (with' illuminated cavitals) of the ™e Civitate Deile

of Augustine; it comes down from the times illustreted by "The last

of the Barons” and "Quentin Durward"; it bears the trade mark of one
whose name 1s for ever associated with thenames of Fust and Gutenberg,
Pe%er Schoe ffer of Gerncheim; it iscued from the celebrated press

at Maintz 1n Germany at & day (1473) when Caxton had not yet estab-
lished hlmuelf "at the.red pale" in the Almonry in Westmincter.:

Here again, 1is a copy of Bede's Homilies -- it was published when Wolsey
wes but lately deceaced, in the very year (1534) thet the Act of the

Supremacy wes pacged; it may have been used in some nonastery, which

felt the rough hand of Thomas Cromwell. The re, £00, 1s a fine old
s Lx 1
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Augsburg Missal -- it came from the press of one Sabert Mayer,
who carried on his trade in that town of Dillingen where Cardinsl
Otho Truchsess was founding his University in the hove of checking
the progress of the new opinions; it dates from the came year
(1855) thet the "Peace of Religion" was signed at Augsburg. Of
deep interest im a copy of the second edition of the "Bishop&!?
Bible" (sometimes celled the "Parker,® or the "Trescle", or the
"Leda™ Bible.) Only a short time before its anpearance Pope
Pius V.had launched his Bull of Deposition againct ¥lizabeth;
the year of its publication (1572) was marked by the massacre
of St. Bartholomew; its first readers were men whose eyes
would continually turn to the Low Countries, where Alva was
busy with his bloody work; for aught one can tell, its pages
may have been turned by Glorians herself, by Shakespeare and
Spenser, by the judicious Hooker, and the poet priest of Bemerton.
Herdly less interesting arve copies of the Geneva (or "Breeches”
Bible), and of that ™"™hemish" version which came from Cardinal
Allen's Tnglish College at Douai and Rheims. There is also a
first impression of the so-celled "Authorised Version" or King

.
James's Bible of 1611 -- the edition known to collectors as the
"He" Bible. But enough hes been said to show that the library
is well worth visiting. There are, i1t is true no richly illumin-
ated manuscripts from the scriptoria of greet religious houses
or trade-guilds; hardly anything to cerry one back to days
when the printing press wes in its earliest infancy; but there
are plenty of old books which, dating from the sixteenth and

ceventeenth centuries:, are not onl interesting in themselves, but
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