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ANOTHER PHONEY PEACE OFFER

these words are written, there has been r
response from the Hanoi Government to President
L. B. Johnson’s highly dramatised “peace bid” of
last Monday. The response, when it comes, will be
predictable. Hanoi will tell Mr Johnson to go jump
in the lake, that his “peace offer” is insincere, that
it was made solely because of his desperate political
and moral straits in his own country, and that they
will have none of it.

Hanoi, we predict, will say (if it bothers
answer at.all) that they have made plain their es
tial pre-condition for any discussions which might
lead to a settlement in Viet Nam. This is that the
United States of America and its allies must first
cease, unconditionally and permanently, all attacks
by air and from the sea, and by commando units,
upon the territory of the North. Mr Johnson know
this, just as every reader of the newspapers knows il
He also knows that Hanoi has stated unequivocally
that it will embark

might, or may do so attacks upon the North
cease, permanently.
in common, we hope, with mos alians, t

felt last Monday a stirring of hope

it was first announced that Mr Jchnsun had ordered
a halt to the bombing of North Viet Nam. It may
have annoyed some people that the announcement
was made without any consultation with Saigon Ol
Canberra, let alone Seoul. It did not bother this news
paper, for we have long been resigned to the fac
that Australian independence in any real sense, in
eluding foreign policy, is a reality of the past trans-
muted into a fiction today. Our Government does what
it is told, and falls into line as a rule without
waiting to be told.

It was only a little later, while the world worked
itself into a frenzy discussing whether Mr Johnson
was the most noble Roman of them all, or whethei
his announced decision not to run again for the.
presidency was another gimmick, that it was possible
to read carefully the lines of small print almost
cealed in his “peace offer”

here was one qualification, in that small print,
which suggested that his “offer” was spurious. Th
are his preciss words—

night, | have ordered nur aircraft and naval

vessels lO make no attack on N iet Nam, except
in the area north of the Demi tarlssd Zone whet
the continuing enemy build-up directly threatei
Allied forward positions and where movements of
troops and supplies are clearly related to that thn

The last phrase alone raised a serious doubt
about what Mr Johnson really intende
bombing were literally confined to purely tact
forays in the Demilitarised Zone and, say, five or
kilometers to its north, then, it seemed to us, tii
was a slender chance that Hanoi just might accept
this as sufficient evidence of Mr Johnson’s honest}
of intention. The chance was certainly slender. It
would have involved the North in abandoning its
former stand on a matter of principle. We were diS'
appointed when we examined the small print. Il
seemed to us that Mr Johnson needed only to gc
a fraction further to make quite certain his offei
would be accepted. As it was, it seemed to us thal
he had “kept his options open™, in the current jargon,
and that his phraseology would enable him to con-
tinue bombing Hanoi, Halphong and every other
large centre in the North, on the ground that “move-
ments of troops” there were clearly related” to ;
“threat” to forward positions of the U.S. troops.

Mr Johnson demolished that slender hope, and
made the continuation of this war absululely ce
within a few hours of his speech. He did
give Hanoi time to receive and study the fine. prmll

Twelve hours after he spoke, massive raids
carried out by the U.S. Air Force on targets two
hundred miles north of the DMZ, and less than 50
miles from Hanoi!

What sort of cessation of the bombing is this?

What sort of reply from Hanoi can any sane
person now expect?

The war waged by the US.A. and Australia in
Viet Nam is lost, in every sense that a war can be
lost. It is now past the hour of midnight. Within
the month, the corrupt gang of Vichyards, quislings
and traitors in Saigon will be at each other’s throats,
and the fragile remaining threads of Viet Namese
society in the South will have snapped. Because we
— the US.A. and Australia — have corroded the
fabric. In times like these, something more is needed
than smart-alecry from slick southern U.S. politicians,
however exalted their positions. Mr Johnson's
“peace” offer is no offer at all. It i uuerly ?‘honey
It is a disgrace to the noble principles ich Ril
country yms founded.
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Two priests and a nun defended

the right of women to be ordained

to the priesthood at a London conference last month arranged by the S. Joan's
Alliance, reports the Melbourne Roman Catholic weekly, “The Advocate”
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REFORM OR SCHISM IN THE RUSSIAN CHURCH?
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