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MANY REFUGEES STILL HOMELESS



KARINGAL NURSING
HOME CEREMONY

ADDITIONS OPENED FOR
ELDERLY PEOPLE

T. T.Reed, blessed the additions toK tutagaTNor*
ing Home, Grange Road, West
November 5. They
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ARE THEY REALLY NECESSARY?

thing has been strangely taken for granted
during aII the discussion about “V.I.P." aircraft: the
simple question whether there are not too many of
them anyway. Four months ago, before the use of
these aircraft and certain mis-statements by the Gov-
ernment became public issues, we expressed the view
that Ministers of the Crown performed duties which
entitled them to substantial emoluments and facilities.
We reminded our readers that we had never opposed,
but had in fact invariably supported, increases in
Ministerial salaries, over the past decade. What we
did query was the proposed additional expenditure
of some $12 millions of this “V.LP. Fleet". After
comparing the position of Australia, and our political
leaders, with France, the U.S.A. and England, we
asked whether some one, somehow, had not lost all
_sense of proportion.

Apart completely from the current differences
between the Government, on the one hand, and the
Opposition and almost the entire Australian Press,
on the other, on which we are glad to reserve com-
ment until all the truth emerges, it does really seem
to us that a total capital expenditure of the order
of $21 millions on these aircraft is indefensible, and
that there are far more aircraft already in 34 Squad-
ron, or about to be added to it, than are needed
It is simply no answer for the Government to say
these aircraft are used for “training” as well as trans-
porting Mr McMahon between Canberra and Sydney.

It would be desirable, in our view, for the Gov-
ernment to set up an independent committee of en-
quiry into the need for any “V.I.P." aircraft at all
and, if any, then how many and of what types. This
procedure'has served satisfactorily in fixing Parlia-
mentary salaries and allowances. It would serve
equally well in respect of these aircraft and, at the
same time, protect the Government from the criticism
which will otherwise increasingly come its way.

One-man Radio Censorship

On the facts that are known as we go to press,
the action of Dr D. B. Knox in preventing a part
of last Sunday’s proceedings being broadcast from
the Central Methodist Mission in Sydney is not easy
to justify, except perhaps on Dr Knox's own terms.
There is no question about his part: he heard some
of the broadcast, and telephoned the radio station in
his capacity as President of the N.S.W. Council of
Churches to demand that the remainder of the pro-
gramme be taken off the air. The programme was
accordingly discontinued. Dr Knox had actually
tendered his resignation as President some time be-
fore last Sunday. It is understood that this resignation
had not by that time been formally accepted, and
that he remained technically in office. This is perhaps
of no great mbment. What is a matter of consider-
able moment is that Dr Knox acted on his own
responsibility, without consultation with the chair-
man of the Broadcasting Committee of the Council,
for example, or, as far as can be ascertained, any
other members. On one view this might suggesjt high-
handedness; on another it suggests courage — a
quality in which none would ever suggest him
deficient.

There is no real mystery about Dr Knox's
motives. He holds firmly and sincerely to certain
theological and political views. His convictions are
unshakeable. It goes even further. Dr Knox frankly
rejects the validity of theological or political views
which differ from his own. It goes further still. He
truly and honestly believes it to be his duty to make
every effort to suppress viewpoints at variance with
his own, by every lawful means to hand. Implicit in
his theological and political outlook is® the quite
genuine belief that any outlook which differs must
by all lawful means be eliminated. So absurd a de-
parture from Anglican and democratic norms would
be intolerable even in the Diocese of Sydney were
it not for Dr Knoxs unvarying and unshakeable
courtesy, and his personal kindness. Not even his
sincerity would otherwise save him. As things are,
he is accepted — and indeed respected — within the
Anglican fold as something of an eccentric who, like*
all eccentrics, happens sometimes to be right.

It would be unfortunate if Christians of other
communions, and the general public, were to regard

Knox's theological and political views as rep-
resentative of the Church of England as a whole, for
of course they are not. They have no more in com-
mon with the’ Anglican ethos than the attitude of the
Kremlin with that of the Palace of Westminster. Not
Otiver Cromwell himself, surely a fairly respect-
able Protestant, ever shewed Dr Knox's intolerance
in pnlmcs and religion.

s of course possible — chilling thought —
that Dr Knox may be right, and all the rest wrong.
Were that so, then the Reformation was a mere hoax.
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From Our Own Correspondent
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W.C.C. WILL ENCOURAGE CHRISTIAN  BISHOP ACTS ON
HOSPITAL JOINT PLANNING HARLEM SLUMS

MANY AT PRESENT STRUGGLING ALONE
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