


GUESS WHO'S ASKING FOR PRAYER would tend to suppose, wouldn't we, that God
VT oA doesn't hove any needs at all.

Hollowedbe thy name. Matthew 6:9 What does God need? If there is a God at all,
then He must be self-sufficientand independent
A pastor who was imprisone during the clos He con do what He wantsHe con hove what He
ing monthsof the Second World War wrote in a wants. Why, there is even a Psalm in the Old
series ofletters he sent fromprison how surprised Testament that expresses the fact that God doesn't
he was to find many different types of people ask really need the help of people like us. Psalm 50
ing him to pray for them. He told how men who says: "l am God, your God. . .-.If ] were hungry,
often boosted to each other about their sexual es I would not tellyou; for the world and all that is
capades and who cursed and swore and generally in it is mine" (vv. 7, 12). That's the God of the
exhibited entirely godless behovior would sud Bible speoking-"the world and all that is in its
den.ly change when the air raid sirens sounded. As mine"-ond He asksus topray for Him.
they scurried post the pastor's cell on their way to But maybe you didn't know that God does ask

their own, where they were kept while tHeombs

_ us to pray for Him. Do you remember, though,
fell, they would ask him to pray for therPfar- = when Jesus' disciples cometo Him and asked Him

rer bete fur mich.” So the pastor morveled that _Jfo teach them to pray? He did teach them to pray,
people who seemed calloused and brazenly faith :and He usedthe words of the perfectprayer, the
less asked for prayer when danger threatened. ‘orayer we coll the Lord's Prayer. He said, "Pray

Yes, it is true that we ore often surprised that then like this: Our Father who art in heaven, Hol
certain people, from whonwe leastexpect it, ask 1 lowed be thy name ..." (Matthew 6:9)Stop. Stop
to be prayed forThis certainly indicates that there right there. Notice that Jesus taught us to pray
is a slumbering sense of the presence of God evenr that God's name will be hol.lowed. We ore to pray

in the hearts of those who don't ordinarily wont to our Father in heaven and the first thing we ore

to be associated with religious thing®. But the great to ask Him for is that His name will be hollowed.
est surprise of all, when it comes to prayer, is that We are not to ask, first of all, for ourselves. We
God asks us to pray for Him. Did you know that? are to ask for somethingfor God: "Hallowed be
Now, it seemsto me that this is the greatest thy name.” God, you see, teachesus to pray, for
surprise of al.lWe don't expect godless people to Jesus is God, and when He teaches us He in
ask others to pray for them, and we ore surprised structs us to pray first of all for Him, for His name.
when they doB-ut we don't expect strong, healthy, I’ Isn't it peculiar that God asks us to pray for
happy, successful, rich, fulfiled people to ask Him? And what is just as peculiar, for -us today at
others to pray for them, either. We generally as . least, is that He asks us to pray for Him using
sociate prayer with need, and such people don't language we practically never use otherwise. He
hove many needs. When wehink about God, we wants something for Himself that we find very
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ditticdt to understand. « Havants His name hal
lowed. Jt. is extremely important that we kriaw
what we mean when we say "Hallowed be thy
name" because the prayer Jesus taught us has
been designed to influence all of our prayerEhe
lord's Prayer is the model prayer, the example
prayer, andit's supposed to make our lives differ
ent, and our prayers different. Therefore we must
know what we are saying when we say it. We
must know what hallowedmeans.

One of the few times we ever run across this
word outside the lord's Prayer is in Abraham Lin
coln's "Gettysburg Address," and his use of the
word hallowedwill help us understand itsmean
ing. Remember hesaid, "We have come to dedi
cate a portion of that field, as a final resting place
for those who here gave their ,livesthat that na %
tion might live. It is altogether fitting and proper
that we should do this .. But, in larger sensg we
cannot dedicate-we cannot consecrate-we can
not hallow-this ground." What Lincoln was say
ing was that the battlefield on which he and his 'F

friends were met had been dedicated, consecrated, |
made sacred, by the brave men who had spilled
their blood on that field. So it was a field to be

set apart.lt was worthy of the serious, almost rev
erent attention of those who visited it. The field of
Gettysburg was hallowed ground.

So when we pray that the name of God will be
hal.lowed, we are praying that the name of God
will receive the glory and the praise, will receive
the holy, reverent attention of all men everywhere.
This is a prayer for the glory of God-that God
may be glorified byall men. Why is the glory of
God the subject of thdirst requestof the prayer
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which Jesus taught us to pray? It is because the
glory of God must be our primary.concern, our
central interest. What are human beings for? An

old catechism raises the question, "What is the
chief end of man?", and answers this wdpan's
chief end is toglorify God, and to enjoyhim for
ever" (WestminsterShorter CatechismQ. & A. |).
And the Bible underscores the fact that we must be
concerned about the glory of God when it de
clares: "For from him and through him and to him
are aillthings. To him be glory forever" (Romans
11 :36)l Corinthians 10:31says, "So, whether you
eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God."

So then, you see, the point of view of the Lord's
Prayer is totally different from the ordinary point

...,Jof view that prevails in our world. Many people

believe in God, but for them God is an after
thought. They pay attention to Him when they don't
have much else to dpossibly when they are sick
or possibly when they are old and there are few
people to talk to. That's all right, but the Biblical
view of man is that human beings are supposed

to be thinking about God all the time, and they

are supposed t.o be doing everything inorder to
bring honer and praise to God. Just think how our
lives would bechanged and the qualitef our so
ciety would be improved if more and more of us
would think about God first of all, and dedicate
ourselvesto praising Him with our lives.

When Jesus tells us to pray that the name of
God will be hallowed, He is telling us to pray
that . thegreat revelation of God be proclaimed
and published everywhere. The idea of God's
name as it appears in theBible is directly related.
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lo God's great revelation of Himself. Throughout
the Old Testamentera, God revealed Himself to
His chosen people, the children of Israel, by using
special names that expressed certain elements of
His character. The most profound and marve.lous
name of God found in the Bible is Jehovah which
God used when He revealed His willingness to
enter- intoa loving, savihg, covenant arrangement
with His people.- Exodus6 shows how the revela
tion of God expressed in the names He used
finally came to fullest power when He told Moses
His servant that His name was Jehovah. We read:
"And God said to Moses, 'l am the Lord. | ap
peared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob, as
God Almighty, but by my name the Lord, [Jeho
vah), | did -not make myself known to thengi/V.

2, 3). The name Jehovah revealed God's great will
ingness to save His people from eternal destruction.

Ultimatdy the name of God isrevealed fully in
the name that was given to the person who
taught us the words of therd's Prayer. His name
was Jesus Christ. The namejesus Christ is itself a
marvelous revelation of the gracious: characternof
the God whose name we pray will be hallowed.
When Jesus was about to be born, an angel mes
senger appeared to Joseph His adoptive father and
said, "you shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins" (Matthew |:21 ).
And the nameChristthat Jesus carried was simply
the Greek form of the older Hebrew wdvkkssiah
which meant the anointedone. For Jesus Christ

had been anointed by the Holy Spirit of the living -

God to perform a work of redemption that is per
fect and effective. The name of God is in the fine.l
analysis the revelation of this salvation.
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Isn't it absolutely astonishing that God asks us to
pray for Him? God wants us to pray that His gos
pel may be heard throughoutthe world and that
all men everywhere will turn to Him in faith and
will live each day in His service.Do you realize
that if you pray this prayerand you really mean
it and really understand it, it can revolutionize
your ,life? Understanding thpsayer, "Hallowed be
thy name" can turn your life. right side -up. It can
give you new freedom.It can give younew pur
pose. It can give you new happiness. I'll tell you
how this happens.

First of all, those who pray "Hallowed be thy
name" and who really understand what they are
talking about, are people who themselves have a
living relationship withthe God who asks them to

/pray for Him this way. If one prays sincerely that

God may be glorified and praised and hallowed,

he must be a person who has him&elédy. made
God the center of his life. After all, this prayer
means that |, if | pray it, want God to be the
center of my life and | want to live so that | serve
Him all the time.

And so before going any further, | want to in
vite you to be the kind of person who can pray
this-. prayerThis means that you must believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. The
name of God is hallowed by those who have seen
the fullness of His grace and love in the Lord Jesus
Christ who rev@alsGod perfectly. He, as the only
begotten Son of God who was in the bosom of the
Father and who now rules with Him at Godght
hand, is the person who must become the center
of our attention and worship. Without Jesus Christ,
the word God becomes empty and meaningless.
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Thoughts about God that are not centered in the
Lord Jesus Christ are not worth anything. Jesus is
the one who has proclaimed the name of God to

the peoplewhomHe invitesto addressGod as
their Fatherin heaven. Weread this abouHim
in Hebrews2,-"l will proclaimthy nameto my
brethrenjn the midstof the congregation will
praise thee(v. 12).

Nothing i'S more "life changing than to know tha
one has been saved through the precious blood o

the Lord Jesus Christ.Beforewe conpray "Hal !

ize your lite ... it can give you milvatene's
another way it can revolutionize youmlifen

a personbeginsto realize that God actually
teacheshim to pray for God"s cause-that God
asksus to pray forGod-he beginsto see how
important a person he is as a humaghbising.
tianityis a religiontotally differentfrom all the
qiherreligions of the world in that it talks not «

@ outhow great God is, but it also talks about

how great man is. Now, if God is as great as !

lowed be thy name" meaningfully, we must glorify @ssume He i, He is as great as the Bible says

God by keepingHis greatestcommandmeniue
must believin His Sonas ourlLord andSavior.
We cannothonorGod unless we honer Hisn

He is-remember Psalm 50 which we noticed a f
moments ago, tiRealm inwhichGod saysthat
if He were hungry He wouldn'task us forfood

with our faith. Jesus Himself has said: "The Fatherbecauseeverythingbelongsto Him-if God is

judges no one, kthds given all judgment to the
Son, that all may honer the Son, even as they
honor the Fathéle who does not honor the Son
does not honer the Father who sertim" (John
5,22, 23)So, you see one cannotreally pray, }
"Ha.llowedbe thy namelnless he has confessed
his sin and asked God to forgivehim forJesus'-
sake.

Have you ever done that? Have you ever con
fessedthat youare a sinner?Do youknow that
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really that great (and He is), then why in the
world does He ask us to pray for the hallowing
His name?

The answer to that question is this: God cres
manin His own image. He made man great. Ap
parently(and we have no explanatiorfor this)

God wantsman to be a part of His great work.
God, thereforewantsnothingmorethanto re
ceivethe glory and the praisethat He deserves
from His creationbut H&wantsto receivethat

what Jesus did on Calvary where He was CFUCiﬁedglory and praise as a result of the prayers of

is sufficient tpay for allyour sinsBelieve that
Jesus Christdied and rose again for you.Honor
the Father by believing in HisVWwen you do
that you will be hallowingthe nameof God in
your own life, and thenyou can pray that His
namewill be hallowedin the lives of othersas
well.

Praying "Hallowed be thy name" can revolution-
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people.

God invites us to pray for and to work for ti
hallowingof His name.Yes, to work for it, too.
For, after all, prayer and work always go toget
What God asks us to pray e also wants
to work for, there is no question about that. T
to people like us, who are but dust and ashes
who have surrenderedl right toHis favor, has
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been given a concern and a task so exa,lted - it ismaybe glorifiedWe're astoundedDoesn'tGod

almost overwhelming. understand? He doesn't need our prayers. And \
It is a glorious thing to be a human hkking. An. don't have to learn how to pray like that. We

it is becauseGod invites commoardinarypeo needthis andwe needthat and waeed some

ple like us to make our lives expressions of praisething else. And then suddenly we see that when th

to Him.The Biblereveals that therenis honest glory of God becomes our first concern everythi

humanactivitytoo. smalthat it cannotbe ren else falls into place.

deredto God as a sacrifice of praise. boek - The reasonmany of us are so frightenedand

of Colossiansin the New Testamentays this: concernedand nervousand tensenowadaysis

"Whatever your task, work" heartily, as serving the that we have never heard about the g,lory of G

Lord and not men, knowingthat from the Lord . and thosewho have,oftenputit lastWhen men

you will receivethe inheritancas your reward; turn awayromGod and turn in upon themselves,

you are serving the Lord Christ" (3:23, 24). Once atheirspiritsdie and they becomeso dissatisfied
person sees that God is InVItIng him to be a part and unhappy they WOUjldSt as soon die all the

of God's own great work in our world, his life way. Someof themsucceedn gettingal.l kinds
be comegloriousand every day becomes: sacred. of thingfor themselveBut life is like a sack.of
Thosewho pray andwork for the glory o&od sawdust.

actually discover that thmim lives are exa,lted Oncea manbeginsto pray andwork for the

in thel B . hallowing of God's name, he's deliveredfrom
Praying "Hallowed be thy name" with under bondage.He becomedree. He is free fromthe

standing andaith canindeedrevolutionize one's | most wretchedly mean and cruel taskmaster the

life-it can bring salvation, and it can provide Us is-himself.
with exalted interestsand concernsand it can, ii

with all this, lift us out of ourselves. This the begin by askingGod, "Hallowedbe thy name."

third way it revolutionizes us. ) _ Start by asking that you ang all men will learn
When we come to JOSUS and ask for instruction know Him and _honor Him. Guess who's asking 1

It's so very simpldesussaid, when you pray,

in prayer,we generally come with a lbal of prayer. God is. And if you learn to pray for Him
concernand worriesand needsand they are all |, first, your prayers will be beauifd. youtife
legitimateand understandableBut this is what will be magnificent.

we are thinkingabout first of a.llwhenwe ask

how we must pray-we want to find a way to get

God to supply -us with what we need or think we

need. How surprisedve are when God answers f>reporedfor broadcastby Dr. Joel Nederhood,

g . . The Back to God Hour
that the first thing we are to pray for is that God 6555 W. College Dr., Palos Heights, Il 60463
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The message printed in this pamphlet was hearc
Back to God Hour, which is broadcast every S
co-operation with the Christian Reformed Cht
Americajn Queensland, N8wauthWalesYictoria,
Tasmaniand WesterrAustraliaand by shortwave
throughouthe world.
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