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MARELLA MISSION FARM: A RESUME

THE NO RTHERN TERRITO RY. In  1 9 2 8
Keith Langford -Smith went to Arnhem Land, in
the  Northe rn Te rritory, a s  a  mis s iona ry of the
Church Missionary Socie ty. In 1930 he  re turned
south, determined to obtain an aeroplane in order
to break down the  isola tion. In spite  of the  grea t
depression, and handicapped as he was by lame-
ne ss , he  ra ise d the  mone y for a n old, se cond-
ha nd a e ropla ne , le a rne d to fly a nd re turne d to
Arnhe m  La nd with  the  Gips y Moth which he
named "Sky P ilot".

David , Mary,

La ngford -S mith ma de  ove r 200 la ndings  in
Arnhem Land and comple ted over 20,000 miles
of a e ria l e xplora tion in country whe re  no a e ro-
plane  had previously opera ted. For this  work he
was e lected a  Fe llow of the  Royal Geographica l
Socie ty. Later he  obta ined his ground engineer's
licences , repa ired and pa tched up the  old ae ro-
plane  time  and time  aga in. P rope r spa re s  were
se ldom ava ilable ; he  improvised with pa rts  of a
T -model Ford, lengths of waterpipe , green -hide
and fencing wire , and pa tches  torn from a  shirt
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and "doped" on to the  wing with flour, and water.
He  established a  "pigeon post" (as there  was no
radio in those  days in Arnhem Land) and so the
isola tion of Arnhe m La nd wa s  conque re d.

MAR E LLA MIS S IO N F AR M. Some years
later Langford -Smith returned to Sydney to estab-
lish a  Home  for Aborigina l childre n but a t tha t
time  the re  we re  fe w, if a ny, Aborigine s  in the
city a nd he  could ge t no he lp for his  ve nture .
Everyone  he  spoke  to sa id the  prope r place  for
such a  Home was in Arnhem Land, not Sydney.
As he felt strongly that the day would come when
such a  home would be  needed, he  borrowed the
money from his  family and in 1939 bought a  30
a cre  prope rty a t Ke llyville , N.S .W. nine  mile s
from P a rra ma tta , towa rds  Winds or, which he
named "Mare lla".

Wa r broke  out a nd m a ny Aborigine s  we re
evacua ted from Arnhem Land and sent to S yd-
ney. Some of these  girls , who were  over fifteen,
ca m e  to work a t Ma re lla  a longs ide  the  La nd
Army girls  who s ta ffe d the  fa rm a fte r the  me n
folk joine d the  force s . One  by one  the y we re
give n furthe r tra ining a nd ma ny of the m found
pos itions  in the  cominimity. But by now ma ny
Aborigine s  we re  be ginning to  le a ve  country
towns  in N.S .W. a nd migra te  to the  city, a nd
the  rea l need was  to take  sma lle r children who
could not work the  fa rm.

S KY P ILOT'S  LOG. In 1948 Langford -Smith
commenced a  da ily radio session which he  ca ll-
e d the  "S ky P ilot's  Log". This  cons is te d of re a l
life  s torie s , mos tly from Arnhe m La nd, which
we re  dra ma tis e d with the  he lp of the  la te  Mr.
S id Evere tt and Messrs . J ack Keniry, Ted Hus-
band and many other voluntary artists  from 2CH
and other radio stations. Mr.  Eve re tt, as
"Ge orge ", be ca me  known a nd love d by thous-
ands of listeners throughout the  S ta te . Such was
the  a ppe a l of the  hum our a nd pa thos  of the
s torie s  tha t day by day they we re  lis tened to in
homes, factorie s , workshops , milk ba rs , hote ls ,
e tc. by Chris tia ns  a nd non-Chris tia ns  a like . As
a  re sult countle ss  people  were  he lped, encour-

There  a re  ministe rs , missionaries and 'Christian
workers  active  today because  of the  Sky P ilot's
Log. Dark folk a lso lea rned, by the  session, tha t
the re  was  someone  who loved and unde rs tood
the m; the y la ughe d a nd crie d ove r the  s torie s
a nd whe n in trouble  ca me  to the  S ky P ilot for
help.

S KY P ILOT FELLOWS HIP  LTD. In  1954
the  S ky P ilot Fe llowship Ltd. was  regis te red a s

a  non-profit making company and shortly a fte r-
wards  was regis te red under the  Charitable  Col-
le c tions  Ac t.  About th is  tim e  the  firs t of the
sma ll Aborigina l childre n ca me  to Ma re lla  a nd
the  numbe r gre w s te a dily ove r the  ye a rs  until
about 28 -boys and girls  were  accommodated in
the  Home . At firs t te mpora ry a ccommoda tion
and double -decker beds were  the  best we  could
provide  for the  childre n but it wa s  wa rm  a nd
dry and infinite ly be tte r than what some of them
had been used to on the  fringe  of civilisa tion.

ONSLOW HOUSE. In 1961, through the  gen-
e ros ity of frie nds , we  we re  a ble  to purcha se  a
Housing Commission hut and have  it moved, in
two sections , to Mare lla . This  building was  100
feet long and 20 feet wide. It was named Onslow
House in memory of the late  Mr. George Onslow,
one  of our ea rlie st and most fa ithful supporte rs .
This  provide d a ccommoda tion for our childre n
for some  yea rs , but a s  the  children grew olde r,
it became necessary to provide separate  accom-
modation for the boys.

A new Boys ' Wing was built in 1968 a t a  cost
of over $20,000 and this catered for 14 boys and
included ba throoms, toile ts , playroom and s ta ff
bed and sitting rooms (with separa te  shower and
toile t).

S ALES  OF WORK. Ea ch ye a r we  hold a n
Autumn a nd a  S pring Ra lly a nd S a le  of Work
on the  prope rty on the  firs t S a turda y in  Ma y
and the  la s t S a turday in Octobe r, re spective ly.
In 1966 a  la rge  pa vilion wa s  e re cte d cove ring
ove r 5,000 squa re  fe e t. This  wa s  uscd for Re -
freshments and also for the Public Meeting at the
Ra llie s . It included a  sma ll pla tform and public
a ddre s s  sys te m for the  me e ting, a t which the
Aboriginal children usually sing several numbers.

FARM MANAGER'S  COTTAGE. The  Mis -
s ion Council de cide d in 1970 to build a  Fa rm
Manage r's  cottage  on the  prope rty. Be fore  this
was commenced, Mr. R. P . Davis, of Castle  Hill,
ve ry kindly dona te d his  mode rn cotta ge  to the
Mission provided we  could have  it moved. This
was done and this fine cottage is now being used
by the  Fa rm Manager and his  family.

MR S .  K. LANGFORD-S MITH. Mrs . K.
Langford -Smith has acted as Matron of the Home
since  its commencement. She has been working
with he r husband amongst the  Aborigines  s ince
1936. As well as supervising the children, a ttend-
ing to vis itors  a nd a tte nding me e tings  she  ha s
a lso done  the  cooking for the  "fa mily" of a bout
35 children and s ta ff. The  time  is  coming when
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she  will ha ve  to re tire  from this  a rduous  work.
The  difficulty of replacing he r is  ve ry rea l. The
Mission Council is  investiga ting the  possibility of
the  Miss ion e ve ntua lly be ing re built unde r the
"cottage system" in which only about six or seven
children would be  housed in each cottage  under
the  ca re  of house  pa re nts . The  childre n would
thus  be  living a s  ne a rly a s  pos s ible  a  norma l
fa mily life  for e a ch cotta ge  would be  more  or
le s s  s e lf-conta ine d. This  would e na ble Mrs .
Langford -Smith to retire.

Mr. Langford -Smith, a s  th e  F o u n d e r a n d
Permanent Director would continue as Chairman
and his experience  will be  available  to guide  the
policy of the  Mission.

MR S .  NO R MA WAR WIC K. Mrs .  Norm a
Warwick has been the  Secre ta ry and Treasure r
of this  Miss ion s ince  1950 a nd ha s  ha d a  ve ry
re a l pa rt in e s ta blishing the  work a nd ke e ping
e ve rything up-to-da te . Without he r the  work
could not have  advanced as it has to its  present
s tage . Just a s  God ra ised up Mr. S id Evere tt to
he lp with the  ra dio se s s ion so God ha s  ra ise d
up Mrs . Warwick for Mare lla  Miss ion Fa rm.

STAFF. The  children, e specia lly the  smalle r
ones, need constant care  and supervision. Some
of them have  come from very unfortunate  back-
grounds  a nd the y a re  not us e d to our wa y of
life . Over the  years we have been very fortunate
in having many devoted women on our staff who
ha ve  give n the se  childre n wonde rful love  a nd
ca re . This  is  e xa cting work a nd it me a ns  long
hours  a nd be ing on ca ll e ve n during the  night.
Without suitable  sta ff this  work would be  impos-
sible.

Following the  illne ss  of Mr. Bruce  La ngford-
Smith we were fortunate  in securing the  services
of Mr.  Ke n Na s h a s  Fa rm  Ma na ge r.  He  ha s
taken up residence on the  farm together with his
wife  and the ir three  youngest children; we  look
forwa rd to Chris tia n fe llows hip with this  fine
fa m ily.  Mr.  Na s h will be  re s pons ib le  for the
fa rm work, ga rden and genera l ma intenance  of
the property.

THE CHILDREN. Since this work commenc-
e d a bout 200 Aborigina l childre n ha ve  pa sse d
through our hands. Some have stayed here  only
a  fe w we e ks  o r m onths ,  o the rs  from  te n  to
eighteen years; but each one has been cared for
a t a  time  of need when pa rents  we re  unable  to
cope  with circumstances  and each one  has  not
only be e n provide d for ma te ria lly but ha s  ha d
the  opportunity of hea ring the  Gospe l Message
of Sa lva tion through fa ith in a  risen Chris t.

At the  present time  we  have  accommoda tion

Home is registered by the  Child Welfare  Depart-
me nt whose  inspe ctors  vis it us  re gula rly. The
a ge s  of the  childre n ra nge  from five  ye a rs  to
s chool le a ving a ge  or o lde r; we  do not now
accept the  ca re  of children under five .

THE MIS S ION COUNCIL. This  work began
through the  ins pira tion  a nd fore s ight of Mr.
La ngford -S mith a nd for ma ny ye a rs  wa s  ma n-
a ge d by h im  e ntire ly,  a b ly a s s is te d  by Mrs .
La ngford -S mith a nd Mrs . Norma  Wa rwick. It
is  now unde r the  direction of a  Council consis t-
ing  o f te n  m e n  a nd  wom e n  (who  be long  to
Churches of diffe rent denominations) led by Mr.
La ngford -S mith a s  Cha irma n. The  Council is
e lected annua lly by a  Gene ra l Committee  con-
sis ting of about forty men and women.

VOLUNTARY WORKERS . We  ha ve  ve ry
a ctive  Wome n's  Auxilia rie s  in P a rra ma tta  a nd
the  Blue  Mounta ins . The  P a rra m a tta  Bra nch
organises the  S treet S ta lls in Parramatta  and the
S pring a nd Autumn Ra llie s  a nd S a le s  of Work
a t th e  Mis s io n  F a rm .  Th e  Blu e  Mo u n ta in s
Bra nch ha s  ra is e d the  mone y to build the  Ad-
minis tra tive  Block a nd to provide  a ll the  office
equipment.

The re  a re  ove r 100 Volunta ry Worke rs  who
help at our Sales of Work. We also receive _much
he lp from  othe r volunta ry worke rs ,  m e n a nd
wome n, who ha ve  a s s is te d with such va rious
jobs as fencing, building, sewing and ironing.

Rota ry, Lions , Apex, Rotoract and othe r S e r-
v ice  Clubs  ha ve  done  m uch to  he lp  us  with
specific undertakings and we will always be grate-
ful to them for the ir willing co-ope ra tion.

A S P IRITUAL WORK. This has always been
a  s piritua l work a nd we  ha ve  s ought to pla ce
God in His rightful place  as  the  centre  of a ll our
activities. Each day we have prayers for the staff
in the  morning and for the  children in the  even-
ing. The re  is  a ls o a  monthly P ra ye r Me e ting,
ope n to frie nds  a nd vis itors , whe re  pra ye r re -
que s ts  from our ma ny supporte rs  a re  brought
be fore  the  Throne  of Gra ce .  Ove r 400 s uch
requests  have  been rece ived up to the  present.
We thank God for many wonderful answers; for
healing received and problems solved for a  wide
circle  of friends.

AUT UMN 1 9 7 2  R ALLY AND S ALE  O F
WORK. This  Sa le  was he ld on 6th May and we
ha ve  much ca use  to tha nk God for the  re sult.
We  ha ve  com e  to  e xpe c t a  fine  da y for our
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functions and over the  years we have found that
God ha s  honoure d our pra ye rs  a nd give n us  a
fine  da y tim e  a fte r tim e . This  tim e  we  ha d a
pe rfe ct da y a nd the  we a the r he ld out until we
had finished clea ring up a fte r the  sa le , but from
then on it was very unse ttled.

Following is  a
Boa t Rides

Children's

Frie nds  of Ma re lla

Jewellery

P a rkfie ld

Pies

Plants

Produce

S e cond Ha nd

Stamps

Vandykes

Youth Fe llows hip

Dona tions

lis t of the  S ta ll takings:
15.57 Books 43.08

114.28 Fa ncy Work e tc. 61.30

242.85 J a ms  & P ickle s 63.85

81.32 Jumble 600.00

390.03 Paulian 95.81

93.35 P la in Work 87.00

111.00 P ony Ride s 8.40

325.24 Refreshments 151.81

Toys  62.50 S oft Drinks , Ice  Cr 119.71

76.60 Sweets 62.49

173.73 White  Ele pha nt 110.28

349.98 Blue  Mts .  Auxil. 150.00

630.93 Dona tions  by Ma il 222.49

This gives a  tota l of $4,443.60 less expenses
$490.48 which leaves  a  ne t profit of $3953.12.
This  is  $431.09 m ore  tha n the  Autum n 1971
S a le , which wa s  a  re cord, a nd so this  is  a n a ll
time  re cord for a n Autumn S a le . Our Ge ne ra l
Fund wa s  s a dly de ple te d a nd this  mone y will
be  a  grea t he lp to us  a t this  time .

At the  Public Mee ting the  Bible  Reading was
taken by Mr. Bruce Langford -Smith and the new
Fa rm  Ma na ge r,  Mr. Ke n Na s h, ope ne d with
pra ye r. The  childre n, pre pa re d by Mrs . Round
a nd a ss is te d by Timothy a nd Ma ry Na sh, sa ng
se ve ra l numbe rs  a nd we re  much a ppre cia te d.
Once again Mr. Ken Hodkin provided the  music.

We  ha d be e n conce rne d a bout our fina ncia l
pos ition a nd we  fe e l tha t this  wonde rful re sult
from the  Sale  was God's loving provision for our
immedia te  needs . It cos t us  conside rably more
than we  had expected to move  the  Fa rm Man-
age r's  cottage  and have  a  septic tank ins ta lled
together with other plumbing and e lectrical work;
we  a lso had to have  the  cottage  pa inted ins ide
and out.

KITCHEN. The  re nova tions  to the  Mis s ion
kitchen were  completed some little  time ago and
now the  floor cove rings  have  been la id and the
kitche n is  ve ry cOrnforta ble  a nd a ttra ctive . It
will make  a  grea t diffe rence  to those  who spend
most of the ir working hours in this room. Especi-
a lly in winte r time  the  room will be  a  lot warmer

and more  comfortable . We  a re  most gra te ful to
Granville  Rotary and Associa ted Clubs who pro-
vide d a  gre a t de a l of the  fina nce  for this  work.

STREET STALLS. This  yea r the  Parramatta
City Council has allowed us to have twelve Street
S ta lls  in a ll. As each S ta ll brings  in on an ave r-
age from $80.00 to $100.00 this will be a wonder-
ful he lp with our fina nce s . We  a re  e s pe cia lly
gra te fu l to  the  m e m be rs  o f the  P a rra m a tta
Wom e n's  Auxilia ry a nd othe r frie nds  who s o
willingly give  of the ir time  and s trength to man
these Stalls. Mrs. Onslow takes the responsibility
of prepa ring and pricing a ll the  goods  for these
Stalls.

STAFF. On the  a pproa ch of winte r we  s uf-
fe re d se ve ra l ca sua ltie s  a mongs t the  s ta ff due
to colds, bronchitis , Asian 'flu and pleurisy. This
made  it ve ry awkward for a  few weeks , but in a
wonde rful wa y God provide d te mpora ry he lp
which e na ble d us  to ca rry on, though a  gre a t
dea l of extra  stra in was caused to the  remaining
me mbe rs  of the  s ta ff. Wha t a dde d to our diffi-
culty was the fact that we usually give each mem-
ber of the  s ta ff, who has worked for the  preced-
ing s ix months  with the  children, a  week's  holi-
da y. This  ma ke s  up for s ome  public holida ys
tha t ma y ha ve  be e n worke d during this  time .
Three  members  of the  s ta ff had this  time  owing
to them in May -June, and we had to arrange for
this . At the  end of the  yea r, a fte r Chris tmas, a ll
the  s ta ff go away for three  weeks ' holiday while
the  children a re  a lso away.

WOMEN'S  AUXILIARY. We would be  very
glad to welcome new members of our Women's
Auxilia ry in P a rra ma tta . This  Bra nch me e ts  a t
noon every second Wednesday of the  month in
a  ha ll ne a r the  Ra ilwa y S ta tion. Afte r a  ba ske t
lunch the  coming a ctivitie s  a re  discusse d a nd
pla nne d. It is  a  time  of ha ppy Chris tia n fe llow-
ship which is concluded about 1.30 p.m. A stand-
ing invita tion e xis ts  to a ny woma n who would
like  to join who can spare  a  couple  of hours once
a  month. It is  ve ry re wa rding work a nd it is  a n
opportunity to do God's  work amongst the  Abor-
igina l children of our own land. A phone  ca ll to
Mrs . Wa rwick, the  S e cre ta ry of the  Miss ion, a t
629-1555 will e na ble  furthe r pa rticula rs  to be
obtained.

In conclus ion we  would like  to a s k for your
continue d pra ye rs  for this  work. It is  a bove  a ll
a  spiritua l work and we need your prayers as we
continue  da y by da y to ca re  for the se  childre n
and present the  gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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