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REVIE"W". 

CAPT. PERRY'S PAMPHLET ON BAPTISNI. 

HAVING in 3. former issue given our own review of the 
above essay of our fcllow-townsman. Capt. Perry, we now 
hav pleasure ,in giving insertion to the following notice of 
the work by 11. journal of that branch of the church to 
whi h the aULhor is more immediately attached. We quote 
the lalter part uf a review by the CIl1Ilclllllall if Victoria, 
which appeared on the 21St ins!. ; ­

" The phamplct consists of three letters, the last containing answers 
to fi\·e ' plansible ohject ions , ' Though occasionally diffuse. it is 
written in a vigorous style ann a Christian·like temper. and the 
conviction i, brought home to the rearler that it is the work of a 
w"n. taught Christian, f,lled wi th z~al for' the truth as it is in Jesus,' 
ano honestly rlc.irons to 'contend earnestly for the Faith once 
delivered to the .iuts.' }[any of the M~l\ments are exceedingly well 
put: they evince no ordinary acq uaintanct: with Biblic:ll Theology. ane 
in (ju r op inion, at ll!3.st, are more than n sufficient answer to the cavils 
of }1r. Spurgcon. 

" In Letter 1. he states tllC Church's doct rine' of baptismal grace. 
t, t,'r II., i ll which he vinrl icatc, it. W e think exceedingly able 
'l.,n~ ( it Illiements, particularly tho~e in which (pp, 22. 25, 27.28, 
:)0) hL ,r"ves hat the grace of regeneration is connected with the 
Sa crolll nl ~ n I not with an ' prior ac t of faIth, are wonhy of all praise 
for their c1<.uness ancl prl'C ision . 

.. ~['Jst or the 'Obj ections' in Le tter 111, a. e also well and flllly 
replied to. Hid exposition of the lext, wh ich speak of our being 
'o;nv,,,l' hy bap' i"Ol is moderate ancl sound I his view. 01 course, being 
that the ' "ale of ~alva,ion' in which we are phu:etl by til e Sacrament is 
of a like na ture with that in which (according Ie) Moses. 51. Paul, and 
St. Jude) the Lord their God phccd I..rae! atter effecting th~ir 
deJiveronce from Egyptian bondage: in shorr , he shows that the 
Christ.an state on earth is \1 slnt-e of l'YobntiM, in which full and fi n~ 1 
salvation has to be wrought Oll t, in the pOwer of the Divine Spirit, 
• with fear and Ircmbling, ' 

., Enoll\-:h has been snid to convince our readers of the value 
of • ft . Perr}"s patnphle l, (Inri we commend it to their . tl!ft ti\'e 
pe rusal. It should he circu \Med .Imong both Churchmen and 
Dissen ters. \\'c cannot but rejoice in its publica! ion, and I:st(·, m it 
a happy onH!D for the Chu rc h of Victoria , an(1 a h"peful sign of the 
progre" of Catholic doctrine, We tll>lnk Mr. Perry for his lahour'; in 
the scrvicp of divine truth, and than k God that wh ile so many of our 
pulpits are ,ilcnt on the subject of sacramental grace, an,l lj Ie 
positively hostile, it hns pleased Him tD raise up from among ou r 
bity so orthodox a champion of the fnit ll ,"-f-Vi lLliltll.tltnll// l-!t ,.o"icl~, 
September 25th, 1868. 
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, 
~ttli~ atin 't+ 

TO THE RIGHT REVEREND 

eHARLES .f>E RRY, D. D., 
BISHOP OF MELBOURNE. 

REVEREND AND DEAN. SIR, 

I gratefully avail myself of the honour 

conferred upon me in having permission to dedicate this 

essay to yourself a~ the principal minister and president 

of the Church of England in this colony j and I humbly 

trust that the effort herein made to assert and vindicate 

the doctrine of that branch of the Church which is under 

your guardianship, and to which I have the honor to 

belong, may meet with your approbation. 

I conceive that the state of things in the Church calls 

or an undertaking of this kind on the part of some one; 

and that it has hecome highly npedful that the doctrine of 

the Church should be defmitely asserted and vigorously 

upheld by her members generally. 

It does not appear to me that there is anything 

sectarian or narrow-minded in any branch of the Church 

being faithful to its own Standard of Truth; but rather 

the contrary, that the more heartily it embraces them the 

more will it appreciate those other phases of Truth which 

are more prominently witnessed for by other branches of 
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the Church; for, fidelity to any Truth of the Gospel 

enlightens, and is a wonderful help to believe other 

Truths. 

The doctrine of the Church, being found ed upon the 

revelation of the Gospel, is such as man could never 

have discovered; it is therefore a great and glorious dogma, . 

to be accepted only hy simple faith, but which may not be 

tampered with hy submitting it to the opi nions of men. 

It is quite as needful that our doctrine should be 

DISTIXCTLY ASSERTED as that it should be upheld; for, if 

we allow the l ea~ t indefilliteness or uncertainty in this 

respect, the li centious enemy at once takes immense 

advantage of it, and comes in like a flood , while we gc 

very far towards the surrender of our Standards. 

The danger we arc noll' exposed to- and I say it 

advisedly _____ is that of R.~T I OX,\LI S']'IC UNUE LlJ·: V ; and this 

insid ious encmy is not only assa iling us frOIll without, 

but, what is tcn times \\'orsc, it has gained an entrance 

into the Sanctuary! May we, the members of the Churcll 

in this colony- a Church free from the StMe Jl1 a wordly 

sense- be enabled, in the stn:ngth which ou r great Captain 

supplies, to hft up the Stand~ud of Truth against that great 

adversary to our reli gion-to that "l'aith" ONCE delivered 

to the saints. 

Thanking you sincerely for your kindness, and WIshing 

you every prosperity in your administration of the affair~ 

of the Church, 

I remain, Reverend and dear Sir, 

With respect and affection, 

Yours faithfully, 

C. J. PERRY. 



E::X:TRAOTS 
FRO~I 

MR. SPURGEON'S SERMON 
Against the Doctrine of Baptismal fiegeneration, 

\\'1'1'11 

REFLIES 
FRO).I .\ 

Jlfc7J'tuer of the Chlbr'ch of Enrtland. 

An(l He said unto them, Co ye into all the world and preach the 

Go,pcl to e"ery crcature. He that helicvcth ant! is baptised shall be 

saved; but he that IJelicveth not shall lie damnecl.-Mark XVI. 15-16. 

LETTER I. 
~1R. SPURGEON.-I am not aware th:lt any Protestant 

Church in England teaches the doctrine of Baptismal 

Regeneration, except one, and that happens to be the cor­

poration \\'hich, with none too much humility, calls itselt 

tIle Church of England. This powerful sect does not teach 

this doctrine through a section of its ministers who might 

charitably be considered as evil branches of the vine, but 

it openly, boldly, and plainly declares this doctrine in her 

o\\'n appointed Standard, the Book of Common Prayer; 

and that in language so express that, \\'hile language is the 

channel of conveying intelligible sense, no process short of 

violent wresting from their plain meaning can ever make 

them say anything else. Here are the words: we quote 

them from the CatechIsm, which is intended for the in­

struction of youth, and is naturally very plain and simple, 
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since it would be foolish to trouble the young with· 

metaphysical refinements. The child is asked its name,. 

and then questioned, "Who gave you this name?" ., My 

godfathers and my godmothers in my baptism j wherein I 

W31i made a member of Christ, the child of God, and an 

inheritor of the kingdom of heaven." Is not this definite 

and plain enough? I prize the words for their candour j 

they c()uld not speak more plainly. Three times over the 

thing IS put lest there should be any doubt in it. The 

word ngmeratioll may, by some sort of juggling, be made 

to mean something else, but here there can be no l1li,· 

understanding. The child is not only made "a member 

of Christ"- union to Jesus is no mean spiritual gift-but 

he is made in baptism" the child of God" also; and, since 

the rule is " if children then heirs," he is also made an "in. 

heritor of the kingdom of heaven." Nothing can be more 

plain. I venture to say that while honesty remains on earth 

the meaning of these words will not admit of dispute. 

The form for the administration of this baptism is scarcely 

less plain and outspoken, seeing that thanks are expressly 

returned to Almighty God, because the person baptised is 

regenerated. "We yield Thee hearty thanks, most merciful 

Father, that it hath pleased Thee to regenerate this infant 

with Thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for Thine own child 

hy adoption, and to incorporate him into Thy holy church." 

This, then, is the clear and unmistakeable teaching of a 
Church calling itself Protestant. 

REPLY.-Dear Sir,-Permit a member of the Church 

of England, who has read your printed discourse, and is 

far from being scared by that bugbear word "Protestant" 

(believing that truth existed before Protestantism), to say 

that he most cordially concedes to you the fact that his 

Church does "openly, boldly, and plainly declare tl:e doc. 

trine of Baptismal Regeneration in her Standard, the Book 

of Common Prayer," and, as you most justly observe,. 
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nothing can be more clear and unmistakeable than the 

words in which that doctrine is unfolded in the Catechism 

we teach our children. And you are quite rjght in saying 

that our Baptismal service is no less plain and outspoken 

on the same point. Such, indeed, is the clear and un­

mistakeable teaching of the Church of England; and this I 
shall presently take an opportunity to prove. 

MR. SPURGEON.-But I hear many good people 

say, "There are many good clergymen in the Church of 
England who do not believe in Baptismal Regeneration." 

To thi s my answer is prompt. Why then do they belong 

to that Church which teaches that doctrine in the plainest 

terms? I am told that many in the Church of England 

preach against her own teaching. I know they do; and 

herein I rejoice at their enlightenment, but I question, 

gravely question, their morality. To take oath that I 
sincerely assent and consent to a doctrine which I do not 

believe would, to my conscience, appear little short of per­

jury, if not absolute, downright perjury; but those who 

do so must be judged by their own Lord. For me to take 
money for defending what I do not believe-for me to 

take the money of a Church, and then to preach against 

what are most evidently its doctrines-I say fo~ me to do 
thi s, or for any other simpl e, honest man to do so, were 

an atrocity so great, that if I had perpetrated the deed I 

should consider myself out of the pale of truthfulness, 

honesty, and common morality. Sirs, when I accepted 

the office of minister of this congregation I looked to see 

what were your articles of faith; if I had not believed 

them, I would not have accepted your call; and when I 

change my opinions, rest assured that, as an honest man, I 

shall resign the office; for how could I profess one thing 
in your declaration of faith, and quite another thing in my 

own preaching? Would I accept your pay, and then 
stand up every Sabbath day and talk against the doctrine 



8 BAPTiSMAL REGENERATION, 

of your Standards? For clergymen to swear, or say, that 

they give their solemn assent and consent to what they 

do not believe, is one of the grossest pieces of immorality 

perpetrated in England, and is most pestilential in its in­

fluence, since it directly teaches men to lie whenever it 

seems necessary to do so in order to get a living or increase 

their supposed usefulness. I know of nothing more calcu­

lated to debauch the public mind than a want of straight­

forwardness in ministers; and when worldly men hear 

them denouncing the very things their own Prayer Book 

teaches, they imagine that words have no meaning among 

ecclesiastics, and that vi tal differenccs in rcligion are 

merely a matter of twcedle-dee and tweedle-dum; and that 

it does not much matter what a man believes so long 

as he is charitable towards other people. That crafty 

kindness which inveigles me to sacrifice principle is the 

serpent in the grass,- deadly to the incautious wayfarer. 

Where union and friendship are not cemented by truth 

they are an unhallowed confederacy. It is time that there 

should be an end put to the flirtations of honest men with 

those who believe one way and swear another. !Ify 
brethren, those are honcst Churchmen in this matter who, 

subscribing to the Prayer Book, belicve in Baptismal 

Regeneration, and preach it plainly. 

REPLY.-Dear Sir,-If it is known to you that there are 

clergymen in our Church II"ho prcach against her oll'n 

teaching, how much better must it be known to, and ho\'" 

deeply must it be felt by thoughtful and sincere Church­

men themselves; for they find those clergymen doing 

what they can to overthrow the foundations of their faith 

in Church minIstrations, and denying the very ABC of 

that religion which they, th~ congregations, have been 

taught from childhood, and have been instructed by the 

Church to teach their children. The point you have here 

challenged seems to be not so much one of doctrine as of 
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morality j it is whether ministers should be sincere or 

insincere in the things they have solemnly professed to 

believe j and upon this very grave subject there can be but 

one opll1lOn. "Thou desirest truth in the inward parts." 

I conceive that the Standards of a Ch urch are, of 

all outward things, the most' precious she possesses, and, 

like the standards of an army, they outwardly proclaim 

her distinctive characteristics, everyone of which her 

soldiers are supposed to glory in and fight for j and 

(whether right or wrong is not the question now) the 

most conspicuous doctrine emblazoned upon our Standards 

is that of Baptismal Regeneration, as indicated in the 

service of administration ~md unfolded in the Catechism. 

rvloreover, the St~,ndards of anyone branch of the Church 

are intended to be understood by the whole Churcb, just 

as the dispby of a flag by a regiment on the field of 

battle is inten ded to he underqood by every cOlllpany of 

troops on that field; tbey :ue therefore necessarily written 

in the commonest, plainest, :lnd most unmistakeable words j 

and this is especially the ease \\'ith our Standards, which, 

to a \'ery large extent, are addressed to children, because 

by far the largest accession to our ranks is made from 

infants and little children. " Out of the lllouths of babes 

and sucklings thou hast perft!cted praise" 

Now, the first lesson whicb meets us at the very 

threshold of our religion-the first stone laid in tha : 

spiritual edifice to be erected in the soul, as a foundation 

never to be removed-tbe first religious truth om spiritual 

mother, tbe Chmch, formally teaches us in our childhood, 

and continues constantly to impress upon our minds-is 

that of the grace of God vouchsafed to us in and by 

Baptism; and this fact will be palpable if we only glance at 

the spiritual educatioL of the members of the Church. We 

first notice, then, that common instruction used in all our 

Sunday School~, and 5uppos,;d to be used in every family, 
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known as the Church Catechism,* an instruction which,. 

according to the Book of Common Prayer, every person is­

required to learn before he is brought to be confirmed 

by the bishop; it runs as follows:­

Q. \Vhat is your name ? 

A. N. or M. 

Q. Who gave YOll this name? 

A. ;\Iy gorlfathers and godmothers in my Baptism; wherein I was 
madc a mem ber of Christ, the child of GlJd, amI an inheritor of the 
kingdom of hcaven. 

No words can be plainer than these. Then, at the 

Baptismal Service, ,i'hen a person is to he Baptised, these 

words occur in the prayer: "We call upon Thee for this 

infant (or person), that he, coming to Thy holy Baptism, 

may receive remission of his sins by spiritual regeneration." 

And after the "dministration of the rite, this thanksgiving: 

"'vVe yield Thee hearty thanko, most merciful Father, 

that it has pleased Thee to regenerate this infant with 

Thy holy Spirit,~ to receive him for Thine own child by 

adoption, and to incorporate him into Thy holy Church." 

And if the recipient be an adult, these words are spoken by 

the minister: "Seeing now, dearly beloved brethren, that 

thi, person is regenerate. and grafted into the body of 

Christ's Church, let us give thanks unto Almighty God 

for these benefits." What words can be plainer than 

"In addition to the Church Catechism, there is that well-known 
instruction for very young children. called E<irs( Sltps 10: Ih,' Cal"chism, 
which is extensively llsed in our schools and families. an,l seems to have 
been framed by the Church as an auxiliary to her Standanls. It is 
puIJlishcd by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which is 
distinctly a Church of England institution. It commences as follows:­

Q. My good child, clo yOll know who made YOll? 

A. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, made me and allihe worhL 

Q. Why do YOll call God yOllr Father? 

A. I call God my Father, not only because He is my ~Iakcr, but 
also because in my baptism I was made a child of God. 
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these? But, in addition to all this, the Church continually 

reminds her younger childrcn of God's goodness to them 

in Baptism, by pbcing the lesson of it first in the Cate­

chism, and requiring them often to repeat it; while, at the 

samc time, she is no less solicitous to remind ALI. her 

members, young and old, of the same grace, by requiring 

each one of them, every Sunday, in a formal confession of 

raith, and as an act or worship, to say, "I acknowledge 

one Baptism for the remission of sins." 

It may be seen, then, that REl;ENEHATlO:-l is the special 

blessing taught in the Catechism, prayed for in the Bap­

tismal Service, acknowledged to be therein bestowed, and 

continually commemorated in the worship of thc Church. 

Bear with me now, while, as a member of the Chur('h, I 

briefly advert to the mistakes those ministers labour under 

to whom YOll have alluded j and shew that the things they 

say of Baptism are at variance with the teaching of the 

Church. 1St. They always speak wrongly of the KATURE 

of the Sacrament; [or, although the Church has distinctly 

defined it, yet Ihey never employ the same language as 

the Church uses, nor anything like it They separate that 

which is properly inseparable, and represent whdt are only 

two parts of or.e thing as if they were two separate 

things, and even venture to make a comparison between 

them. Thus, they are loud and frequent in their 

animadversions upon the simple recipIent of the Church 'S 

teaching j and say that he dotes too much upon the outward 

form, for no other reason than that he believes in the 

general efficacy of the Sacrament. They are not able to 

see that the outward form is virtually the I'ehicle of all 

that is signified by, and prec:ious in, the Sacrament itself. 

They do not believe what every true and intelligent mem­

ber of the Church is supposed to believe-namely, that that 

very outward form which they seek to place in such inferior 

juxtaposition to the "thing signifi~d," was "ordained by 
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Christ Himself as a MEANS whereby we receive the same, 

and a PLEDG~: to assure us thereof." The doctrine of the 

-Church is plain :­
Q. \Vhat meanest tholl by this word Sacrament? 

A. I mean an outward and visible sign uf an inward and sp iritual 
.grace given unto us, ordained by Christ himself, as a means whereby 
we receive the same, and a pledge to assure 1\5 thereof. 

Q. How many parts are there in a Sacraillent ? 

A. Two ; the outward visible sign, and the in ward spi ritnal grace. 

Q. What is the outward visihle sign or form in Daptism? 

A. \Vater; wh erein the person is baptised, &c. 

Q. What is the inward and spi ritual gmce? 

A. A death unto sin, and a new birth unto rjght c()tl~ n css ; for heing 
by natllre born in si n, and the chi ldren of wrath, we arc hereby made 
the chi ldren of grace. 

2nd. They always speak wrongly of the ODJECT of th e 

Sacrament, by representing it as being of secondary im­

portance and of inferior value, when compared with the 

virtues of a "true believer" co ming to be Captised; for, 

say they, "To such an one it is only the outward sign and 

seal of a virtue already possessed ; he comes to be Baptised 

merely to make a public profession of his faith in Christ; 

and also to yield a propcr obedience to the appointed 

ordinance. Like as Abraham, the father of the f:lithful, 

received circumcision as a seal of the faith he had, yet 

being uncircumcised, so is it with tbe truc believer: 

he does not receive any grace by Baptism, but merely 

a sign and seal of the thing signified by the Sacrament, 

whi ch he already possesses." * :'\fow this argument is 

-. The ,tn:llogy presented here is ,kfectivc. because it assumes 
-premises which ought not to be assullled. It :l'sumes that the things 
under the Gospel are a mcre repetit ion of those under thc law in their 
relation to faith, and of no more value; and that. as ci rcumci,ion was 
a seal or the righteousness of the faith or the recipient. so Baptism is 
no more than a "~ign ancI seal" of the believer's faith; 1Jul this is a 

great mistake, for the N ew Testam(;nt never places Baptism in such 
a light, but represents it as being a means and mystery of grace . 
-]{om,tns vi. 3.4. Col. 12-13). 
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totally at variance with the doctrine of the Church of 

England, :lOd, indeed, completely frustrates the Sacrament j 

for, while the Church contemplates none but true believers 

as recipients of Baptism, she regards them as being not 

only destitute of virtue, but as coming to the Font to have 

their sills 1'tJ7littcd tllrougll spiritual regClleralio1t j and 

surely, that is no small grace. Again: the Church refers, 

to believers when she says the benefit received in Baptism 

i~ "a deatll unto sill, and a !lew bil-tlt unto 1'l:!(ltteollsllcH ;" 

and, surely, that is no small grace. Once more: the 

Church does not contemplate a hypocrite, but a believer, 

when she tt'Dches that in Daptism one is made a 

melllber £1 Cli;-ist, tile cluM of God, alld all inlleritor r!J tlie 

/allgd(lm of 11/:<l'i)e1!; and, undoubtedly, tliat is no small 

grace. And yet those preachers say, and insist upon 

it, th::tt a bclie\'er receives no grace whatever in Jlaptisl11 ! 

They thus ruthlessly cut the ground from under the 

feet of the 13::tptiscd by depriving them of their standing 

as children of (;od; a standing conferred upon them 

through the grace of that adoption, of which their 

Baptism was at once the channel, the sign, and the seal. 

Accordinr; to their theory all the grace of Baptism is 

received by 1/lIbeliCi1ers ; or ebe none whatever appertains 

to the S~lcrament. They, therefore, dissent as widely 

from the Church in these fundamental articles of OLlr 

faith, as, I suppose, they could possibly do, and clearly 

contradict her true and orthodox Standards. 

In concluding this topic I would respectfully recommend 

my brethren-the mcmbers of the Church of England-to 

beware of disloyalty to our sacred and precious Standards; 

assuring them that the harm arising from it is INCALCULABLE. 

There ought to be I~O lukewarmness on this point, for 

the glory of the Church militant is its doctrine; and 

the maintenance of our doctrine, in its D1STI~CTNESS and 

Pt.:RIT\', I conceive to he an imperative duty devolving 
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upon us all; we owe it to ourselves, we owe it to 

-the world, and we owe it to the Churches. "Hold 

that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy Crowr.. " 

\\That is it that constitutes the vitality and stability of 

any distinctive branch of the Church? Is it not its 

devotedness to the Lord, in upholding and witn essing 

for that measure of truth whi ch has been committed to its 

guardianship? Most undouutedly we have ueen taught so; 

and what else could we expect it to be? Should it ever, 

therefore, become unfaithful to the trust, by disavowing or 

.forsaking its own Standards-those symbolic conservators 

of its "talents" and mementoes of its mission-what 

else may we expct bllt that, soo ner or later, it will lose its 

prestige amongst the Churches. To tolerate indefiniteness 

of doctrine, or "differences of opinion" with respect to it, 

-on the part of those we admit to our pulpit, is virtually 

to furl the King's flag and let tbe e,lemy into the camp. 

I now proceed. in humble dependence upon God, and 

with the ability which He gives me as a Christian, to shew 

that the teaching of th e Church of England is entirely 

true, and that Baptismal Regeneration is a cardinal 

doctrine of the Gospel. 

LETTEl{ II. 
MR. SPURGEON.-I find that the great error we have 

to contend with throughollt England (and it is growing 

more and more) is one in direct opposition to my text, well 

known to you as th e doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration. 

We will confront thi s dogma with the assertion that Baptisill 

wititout fatlit sa'i:cs 110 ol/e_ The text says, ".fIe that 

believetit and is baptised shall be saved;" but wheth er a 

man be baptised or not, it a~serts that "he tlta! beliei'cllt 
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not sllall be damfled;" so that Baptism does not ~ave the 

unbeliever-nay, it does not in any degree exempt him 

from the common doom of all the ungodly. He may have 

Baptism, or he may not have it, but, if he believeth not, 

he shall be, in any case, most surely damned. 

REPLY.-Dear Sir,-In my former letter I confined 

myself to the consideration of two very imiJortant a~sertions 

in your discourse, relative to the distinctness of the doctrine 

,of the Church of England, and the course taken hy such 

of her ministers as preach against her own teaching; and 

·endeavoured to show that you are quite right with regard 

to the doctrine of the Church, and also in saying that 
there are clergymen amongst us who preach against 

that doctrine. 

But now, before I approach the mall1 proposition of 

your discourse, I desire to say that it is not my intention 

to contend with you in a spirit of hostile controversy, but 

with that moderation and respect which I feel to be due 

to a gifted and active labourer in the Lord's vineyard. 

In commencing, then, a vindication of the doctrine of 

Baptismal Regeneration, let me at once inform you that I 

.am a firm believer in it; not merely because it is so plainly 

taught in the Book of Common Prayer-which, to the mind 

of a Churchman, is a rcason of great weight-but also, and 

chiefly, because I am perfectly satisfied that it is warranted 
by the written word of God. Call me Roman Catholic, 

Puseyite, Ritualist, or whatever you please; I distinctly 

avow my firm belief in the doctrine of Baptismal Regenera­

tion, as inculcated by the Church of England, both 

through the form of administration and in the Catechism, * 
without the slightest qualification or reserve; feeling that 

any attempt on the part of an individual to alter the 

"The Catechism of the Church of England is nothing else than an 
,\Infolding of Scripture' doctrine by that branch of the Church Catholic. 
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words of the Catech ism, o r to say that they mean anything 

different from what a ch ild would und erstand by them, i:;, 

to say th e least, grossly irreverent; because it virtually 

impugns the wi sdom of the Church in her corporate 

capacity, and denies her ability to propound the Yl~ry 

ABC of her o\\'n bith . 

The doctrine of naptismal grace: has iJeen a conspiclIous 

one in ever)' period of th e Ch urch's history; and our 

formulary, with respect to it, is not at vari:mce either 

\\'ith the faith of the" Fathers" of th e first four centuries, 

or \\' ith that of the ] .atin and Greek Churches up to 

th e present lime. The last fact may, perhaps, have no 

weight with that class of I'rote,tants who nre rend)' 

to reject a truth for 110 other reason than l)I'cause it is held 

by tJlOse two great brat .ches of the Church Catholic. To 

those, hOII'eyer, \\'ho are superior to such a prejudice, it i" 

a circumstance which cOlllmend~ the doctrine in question; 

for no candid and intelligent person can deny that the 

truth of the Gospel existed long before Protestantism. 

N or ca n anyone who loves the truth deny that, wh3.tever 

may have l)L'en the ca reer of the Roman Catholic Church 

during its subsequent history, in the age of the "Fathns' 

it formed a higbly influential and august branch of the 

Church universal; and that, during a period of 230 years 

a long succession of the venerable: and faithful Bishops of 

Rome, to the nallIber of no less than eighteen, scaled their 

testimony to the trut h with their blood; thereby forming 

no in<;ignificant addition, in the page of history, to the 

"noble army of ?dartyr,;" II'ho suffered in the callse of our 

adorable Redeemer. And I am not aware that the Cn.:,d 

of that Church has at any time undergone a change \\'ith 

regard to Bet ptism. 

You may perceive, then, that I am willing to incur 

the odium of declaring m)' It:Spcct for some of the 

doctrines held by the Church at a period anterior 



17 THE DOCTRINE VINDICATED. 

to the Reformation. And, as I am willing to give you 

credit for a like fearless expression of your convictIOns, 

I :l m led to hope that our controversy 111ay stand 

upon the only basis which can Issue in a good result­

I me:ln that of common hone~ty j a principle which 

proll1 jJ t.; one not only to recognise gladly all that is 

true and good in what an opponent :l.dvances, but 

also to relinquish an error upon distinct ly seeing it to 

be onl:. 

Having ca n:fully perused your printed discourse, I find 

th :lt lhe statements in it having the greatest hostility to 

th e Church of England are contained in the paragraph 

quoted a t the beginning of this lette r, namely: 1St. That 

the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration is in direct opposi_ 

ti on to your text. 2nd . Th<lt the doctrine itself IS 

allOgelllt:r an error. As to the lhird asserti on with 

which you say you "confront the doct rine "- viz., that 

"Baptism withou t faith saves no one "-1 must beg leave 

to say that it i.'i nOlhing whatever to the point j for as 

you a re doublless alluding to the Baptism of persons old 

enough lo recei\'(: Gospel leaching, and to siglllfy whether 

they bel ieve it or not, such as these the Church never 

taught that Rlptism diel S:1 ve wilhout faith j but quite the 

conlrary, in proof of which I appeal to the Calechism, thus: 

"What is required of persons to be Baptised?" Reply: 

"Repentance, whereby they forsake sin j and Faith, 

whereby they steaclbstly believe th e promises of God mad e 

to them in th:lt Sacrament. ·' That assertion, therefore, 

to whi ch you give sllch h O~lile prominence falls harm less 

upon us, and makes neither for nor again st the doctrine 

itself. 

But noll', to de:11 with your FIRST GRA:-ID STATEMENT. 

Let us look at the lext which you say the doctrine you im­

pugn is in "direct opposition" to j it is thi s, "He that be­

lievelh and is b:1plised sh:111 be saved j but he that believeth 
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not shall be damned." I would ask, then, what does every 
unprejudiced reader perceive in the perusal of that sen­

tence? Does he not, at least, perceive this-that the 

promise of salvation is to a BAPTISED believer, and no 

other? and, therefore, however a person may be disposed 

to build upon his alleged" faith," if he would ue saved 

upon the terllls of the text, it is quite clear that he MU ST BE 

BAPTISED. The text by no means implies that Baptism is 
less essential to salvation than believing (it rather indicates 

it to he the higher thing of the two, because it comes after 

believing, and seems to be that to which the latter is only 
preparatory*); but it links together the t\\'o conditions, 

as forming the one qualification for salvation-" He that 

"This will he more apparent if we view the subject in the light 
thrown on Baptism hy the words of Philip, who, in answer to the 
Eunuch 's appeal, "See, here is water, what doth hinder me to be llap­
tised ?" rcplle,l, "If tllou helievest with all thine heart thou maycsL; .. 
to which the Eunuch said, "I believe that J esus Christ is the Son of 
God;" and he thereupon Baptised him. \Vo learn from thi s narrative 
that to helieve with all one's beart that Jesus Christ is the ~on of Cod 
is only a necessa ry qualitication for Baptisll] ; and that this faith, when 
intelligent, prompts the believer to ,lesire the grace of the Sacrament. 
IIis object in seeking llaptism is not, as some teachers allq~c, to glury in 
his posilion as n heli ever, before an assemhlage of men; it i::; not to 
make a "public profession" that he bclie,"es in .r esus Christ; hut to 
sat isfy the felt want of his soul , now cnlightenccl by a Gospel teacher; so 
Lhat, if need be, even in a place toward the south that gocth down from 
J eru salem (away from Iile cilyoJ lit" sa;"tS), unLo Gaza (aWll)' 11'011/ Ilu 
ltmmls oj men), which is DESERT! even in that lonely place, cum ing to 
a certain water, hI! exclaims, "Sec, here i, water! what doth hinder 
me to be baptised ?" and there he at once receives the rite, and goes on 
his way rejoicing. Surely the dignity and glory are entirely on 
the side of the BaptiseI', and not one iota on the si,lc of the recipknt ; 
a poor, needy mortal, availing himself of the grace of Baptism; like 
Saul, to whom it was said, {(Iler he belicyed in J esus Chri st (for to no 
other than a believer €ould such a command be given), "Arise, and be 
Baptised, and WASH AWAV THY SIN S." 
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believeth and is baptised shall be saved." It IS submitted, 

then, that every unprejudiced reader LJuits the perusal of 

your text with an impression that Baptism is of very great 

importance, and that it must possess a mysterious and 

wonderful af.e ncy in the divine economy of Grace. Now, 

if these premises Le true-and let every pious reader 

judge for himself- they prove that your text, instead of 

being in .. direct opposition " to th e doctrine of Baptismal 

R egeneration, has a decidedly contrary effect . and power­

fully prepares the mind to receive it, upon findin g it 

propounded in other places in Scri pture by our Lord and 

His apostl es. And, in th is way, I have answered, and 

tru st refuted, your first grand statement-viz., that 

the doc trine of Baptismal R egenerati on is In direct 

opposition to yo ur text. 

We come now to the co nsideration of your SECON D GR AND 

ST ..\TC:-I E :-.1T ; that in which you deny the doctrine altogether, 

and pronounce a belief in it to be a "great error. " Let us 

see, therefore, whether it cann ot be sa tisfac torily ded uced 

from the New T estament. In the first place, I quote the 

infa ll ible lI·orUs of our Saviour, "Except a man be born 

again, he can not see the kingdom of God" (John iii.). 

H ere, th en, is a second birth, or what the Church has 

alway, cal led Regeneration, dist1l1ctly propounded. \Ve 

haye next to consider its co nnection lI·ith Bapti sm. Noll', 

lI·hen the thoroughly perpl exed Nicodemus asked 'Wi,) this 

being born agai n could take place, our Lord condescendingly 

explained it to him by solemnly assuring hi m that such an 

one must be Lorn of wate r and of th e Spiri t;* and , inas­

· O ur SGv iour 's words ;He pla in - " born o r water Gnd o r the Spirit ;" 

yl'l . the re· arc: thous"n,h; o r pe rsons who helve bc:en leel into the error of 
l )t~ li t.' \ ·i n g lhnL the word ,. water " docs not mean wu ter. but t114..' l'mbJ c111 
or the Spir it. :\0 11', alth e, ugh in several places o r Scrip ture the \\' ord 

wale r is used as an emblem o r the Spiri t, it is casy to see tha t it could 
not lJ(~ su llSl:d in thi s place ; othL'r\\' \.se it must be l1n l~L' r S lood to read 

http:othL'r\\'\.se
http:TC:-IE:-.1T
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much as that no other religious use was ever made of water 

either by John tbe Baptist, the herald of Christianity, 

or by Christ, than for baptising, there can be no reason 

to doubt that oLir Lord alluded to Baptism. Besides, 

we shall do well, in this place, to bear in mind that it is 

in the very nature of " teaching >I to make use of things 

known in order to convey a knowledge of things unknown; 

and that "teaching" immediately ceases when only unknown 

things are made use of. Now, Nicodemus came to 

our Saviour as to a "Teacher," a position accepted by our 

Lord ; wherefore, it would be most unreasonable to 

suppose that, in reli eving the perplexity of Nicodemus, 

and in unfolding what He had just before advanced, the 

thus: Except a man be ho rn of the emblem of the Spirit, and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdOIl1 of God! which would 
be manifestly irrational . An emblem cannot, with propriety, be 
mcntioneel in immecliatc conjunct ion with the th ing signiGec1. :1S 

having a co·operate cfticacy with it, no mOre tha n the shaclow of a 
thing can he said to adcl anythi ng to i ts substance. The language of 
those who pronllllgate the error I am notici ng is to lhis c::Hee l • . , As 
for Baptism with wate r, it is a mere outward form of no spi ri tua l 
efficacy whatever. H ow can the sp rinkling of "' lilli e wa ter over a 
person's body clo hi s sou l any good? The great and only thing tha t'S 
wante,l is the Baptism of the Spirit." One may answer those persons 
by saying that if they mean that the Baptism of the Spirit. without the 
use of wa ter, is suffi cient, they a rc absolutely in the wron&;; for, when 
St. Peter, upon h is preaching to Cornel ius and his companions, saw 
that lhey received a Bapt ism of the Spirit immediately from ITcaven, he 
at once exclaimed , .. Can any man forbid wa te r, that these should not 
be baptised , which have received the H oly Ghost as well as we?" 
Although , then , Cornelius ane] his companions receil'e(1 the TIoly 
Spirit" as well as" (with the same plenitude as ) the apostles and other 
Christians, yet, in the estimation of the apostl e, they wc.,.e not yet 
Bap tised according to the Gospel , and the institution of ou r Saviour. 
And S0 essen tial a part uf the Sacrament is \\'ATE I{, that accorcling to 
the mincl of St Peter, to have forbidd·en it would have been to for bid 
Baptism . 
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gracious "Teacher" would make use of language utterly 

incomprehensible to mankind, and not rather that which 

ought to have beel' understood by a "master of Israel/' 

or that he meant any other mode of being born of 

(comitlg out of) water than that which alone could be 

intelligihle to His auditor, and of which the latter had 

daily il1ustration~ in the crowds of believers he sal\' being 

horn of, or coming OlIt of, the watcr of Baptism, under 

the mini stry of Christ and H is apostles. * 
:Moreover, was it not to baptised persons, AS SL:CH, that 

Ollr Lord alluded when, upon a subsequent occasion, He 

said, " Since that time (the time of John) the kingdom of 

God is preached, and every mun pre,seth into it. " For, 

seeing that our Saviour hnd alreaciy declared that no 

man could enter that kingdom without being born of 

water anel of the Spirit, what persons could he now refer 

to as entering it, except those \\'ho were so entering by 

water, through the gate of Christian Baptism, ministered 

at His command, uy His own di sciples 1 Again, \\"as it 

*The tnor.k in which Jbprisnl \\'n~ nt this lime lbl1<1.11y administered, 
at least to ::td\lllS, appears to have been by imme r~i() n, which is a true 

r,gure or the sp iritual blessing appertaining to the Sacrament. Yet, 
one would he far from concluding that it w;s invariably so adminis· 
te red ; for, apart from the cOlbideration of young children heing 
recipients o f the rit e, it is easy to conceive of many cases in which 
Baptism would he impracticabl e were a rigid adherence to that mocle 
to be insisted upon. It is highly improhable that eit her the Jailer of 
Philippi and his househ()ld, or the Centurion and his compan ions. wcre 
immersed when Ual'tised ; f." the rik appears to have been promptly 
administered upon the exigencies of thc uccas ions: the former was 
con\·ertecl in jail, at midnight, and was, with all his household. 
"stmighI7iJa)'" Baptised; while, with regard to the latter, the words of 
St. Peter seem to indicate the hrlnging of water to the spot-" Can 
any m.W forbid watcr, that these should not be baptised." The two 
narrati\cs equally preclude the idea that the recip ients were conducted 
to a pool of water. 
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not th~t same great company of persons referred to by our 

Lord, when He said, " Ellery 111£111 presseth into it, " that 

attracted tIle notice of the Jews, who came to John at 

the wane of his ministry, and, expressing their surprise 

at the turn things had taken, said, "RabrJi, he that 

was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest 

witness, behold, the same baptiseth, and all mC1l come 

to him." The" all men" of the Jews wh o were BEING 

BAPTISED are identical with the "every man" of Chriq 

who was PRESSIN(; INTO THE KIl\GDO~I; they were 

pre:,si ng into the kindgdom by the only means that thc)' 

could possibly enter it, hy being born of W:\TER and the 

Spirit-by being BAPTISED. The great point, thercrore, 

to be believed in our Lord 's discourse with Nicodemus, is 

that wh en, as a merciful :tnd condescending Teacher, 

in unfolding the meaning of the ,yords He had 

previoll sly uttered, He said, "Except a man be born of 

water and of the Spirit," He meant by the word "water" 

thal which is c{)!11monly known as water by a\1 man­

kind. 

Before I proceed to give furth er proof from Scripture 

of the efficacy of Baptism, permit me parcntheticn lly 

to remark that those persons who do not believe in 

baptismal grace generally speak "ery indiscriminately, ~nd, 

as I conceive, erroneously about "fairh .:" and represent 

the mere assent of the mind to the ~bstract hi storical 

fact that Christ died for si nners, as being what they call 

true "regenerating faith," and quite sufficient without 

any ordinances whatever. ]:I; ow, in opposition tll that 

view, I submit that the faith of all those persons above 

referred to, which induced them to press into the kingdom 

of God, was NOT in itself Regeneration. I lllaintain 

that their faith was not THE blessing itself; hut was that 

assent of the soul to divine teaching which prompts the 

outstretching of the hand, as it werf', to receive it; whil e 
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the blessing itself was the grace of Regeneration conferred 

upon them in and by Baptism. Their faith was prior to 

their Regeneration; and in them was fulfilled the Scrip­

ture, "To as many as believed on him, to them gave he 

power (or privilege) to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name." I submit, then, that 
Regeneration by Baptism, in which WATER IS a con­

spicuous element, was propounded by our Saviour in His 

discourse with Nicodemus; and such has always been the 

faith of the Christian Church. At this stage of my argu­

ment, then, I respectfully submit that the Church of Eng­

land has an ample Scriptural warrant for teaching in her 

Catechism that the Holy Sacrament of Baptism was 

"ordained by Christ himself" as a " means" for making us 

inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. 

We now come to the teaching of the apostles after they 

had been endowed with the Pentecostal gift of the SpirIt, 

and became" stewards of the mysteries of God;" and first 

of all quote the text, "By one Spirit we are all baptistd 

into one body." Here, at once, we reverently and adoringly 

learn by what blessed agency Christian Baptism is effected; 

and we regard the officiating minister as merely the instru­

ment by which the hlessing is imparted; and, surely, it 

would be w!:1\ if we always thought and spoke of Baptism 

in the light of this divine revelation concerning it-

Eternal Spirit! (lesccnd rrom high, 
Baptiser or our spirits Thall ! 

The Sacramental seal apply, 
And witness with the \Yater now. 

-Baptilmal flY1lltl. 

In the 6th of Romans St. Paul says, "Know ye not that 

so many of us as were baptised into Jesus Christ were 

baptised into his death j therefore, we are buried with 

him by baptism into death, that like as Christ was 

raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
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we also should walk in newncss of life." And to the Col­

lossians, the same apostle, speaking of Baptism, says, 

"wherein also ye are risen with him." These instruc­

tions imply that the grace of the Sacra:11ent is a partici­

pation in both the death and resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, and that the proper fruit of it is newness of 

life. And, undoubtedly, this is a further unfolding of that 

Regeneration, or being born again of water and the Spirit, 

first propounded by Christ. The great reality more or less 

unfolded in these apostolic statements is (his: 1St. That 

our sinful nature, aftcr Adam, is by Baptism mystically 
buried with Christ (for he was buried) into death; and, 

2nd, that a new nature, that of our risen Saviour, is im­

parted to us by a living union wIth Him who first died 

for our sins, and then rose again for our justification; and 

3rd, that this grace of baptism is effected by the Holy 

Spirit. And so, being thus "Baptised into Christ," we 

are said to have "put off the old man · with his deeds," 

and to have "put on the new man, which is created in 

righteousness and true holiness." In other words, we are 

said to be now "marriecl to Him who is raised from the 

dead, that we should henceforth bring forth fruit unto 

God." And so, also, it is again said, "If any man be in 

Christ JeSllS he is a new creature:" so ovcf\\·helming is the 

testimony of Holy Scripture to the grace of Christian 
Baptism. All these different expressions, declaring our 

standing, and the grace given to us as Christi:1I1s, un­

doubtedly imply one and the same thing - viz., the new birth, 

or "REGENERATION "-which, indeed, is the great theme of 

the Epistles, and therein shewn to be a cardinal doctrine of 

the Gospel. 

REGENERATION is tht special grace of this dispen­

sation, and the fulfilment to the Church of a great 

promise in the Bible-THE COVENANT OF GRACE, 

and is identical with the" l'romise of the Father," and the 
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"Gift of the Holy Ghost." The promise In the Old 

Testarr.cnt runs thus: "Dehold, the days come, saith the 

Lord, th:lt I will make a nell' covenant with the house of 

Israel, and with the house of Judah: not according to the 

CQven:1l1t that I made with their fathers in the day that I 

took them by the hand to brin.rr them out of the land of 

Egypt: which my covenant they brake, although I was an 

husb:md unto them, saith th e Lord: but this shall be ' the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel: After 

those dlYs, slith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward 

parts, :md write it in their hearts; and will be their C~od, 

and they shall be my people" Oer. xxxi. 31-33). .-\nd the 

fulfilment of thlt promise is thus indicated lnc! c!ecbrcd 

in the Epistle,: "Behold, whlt mlnncr of love the Father 

hath bestowed upon u~, that we should be called the sons 

of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, became it 

knew Him not " (I John iii. 1). And again, "Beloved, 

now are we the sons of God." 

Again: Wh:n is it IlUt the grlce of B:1ptism which 

illustrates this precious word-" But God, who is rich 

111 mercy, fo~ his great love wherewith he loved us, even 

when we w:cre dead in 5111S, hath quickened us togethn 

with Christ: by gmce ye :1re saved. " Kow, perhaps, ),ou 

will c1i,pute this, and say, " It is not the grace of B:1ptism 

whi ch is here mC:lnt, Gut the gr:1 ce of the Cross." But 

I firmly and persistently maint:1in my position, :lnd :lver 

th:lt it is immediately in and through the gmce of B.\I'TI S ~I 

that sah-ation by the Cross is commonly conferred on 

mankind ; and by which alone the visible Church 

is incorpor:lted in the world ao; a new creation, and 

distinguished from the heathen and :lll other people. The 

grace of the Cross, in wbatever way it may be defined, 

does not sUjlcr~cde the teach ing of our Lord, wbo is the 

great Head of the Church but, rather gives effect to it ; so 

that His word is as much in force now as ever it was­
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"Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 

cannot enter into the kingdom of God." Other Scriptures 

imply a like impartation of grace in Baptism. Thus we 

read, "Not by works of righteo usness that we have done, 

but by hi s mercy, he saved us, through the washing of 

regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he 

shed on us abundantly by Jesus Christ" The mind of a 

Christi:m upon reading these words natu rally reVl.'rts to 

the mystical washing away of sin in the water of Baptisl1l,* 

in accordance with the glorious confession of the Catholic 

Church for fifteen hUl<drcd years: "I ACKNOWLEDGE 

O:\E BAPTISM FOR THE RE:vrri'SIOi\ OF 5I1\"S :l; 

a confession against which the gates of Hell h:\Ve not 

prevailed, and-may 1 not add ?-SHM.L XEVER PRhV.\IL. 

Again: St. Peter, speaking of the eight souls ill the ark, 

pointedly observes that they were saved by water ; adding 

"the like figure wh ereunto even baptism doth also noll' save 

us (not the putting away the filth of the flesh, but the 

answer of a good cOllsc ience toward God), by the resurrec­

tion of Jesus Chri5t": as if the apostle had been more 

explanc,tory, and said, " By the like figure, of salvation by 

water, we are now saved in Baptism j not so much by that 

effect of it which you have been taught buries our old man 

into Christ's death, but rather that \\-hi ch you have also 

been taught revivifies us in the likeness of His resu rrecti on; 

the hody of sin being thus put ofr, and the new risen 

life in Christ put on; recko ning ourselves now to be Jead 

indeed unto sin, but alive unto Cod, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord." And if anyone thinks this amplification of 

St. Peter's words to be gratuitous, let him consider whetb er 

it is not wise and proper to bring with us the light of St. 

"The venerable JUSlrn :llart)'r, in the scc(lI1d century, gave express ion 

to the Catholic faith in hi, da)" when he called Baptism "the laver of 

Regeneration, for the remission of sins." (Apo!. I C. (1). 
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Paul's copious teaching on Baptism, standing first in the 

Epistles, in order the 'better to understand a subsequent 

reference to that Sacrament by St. Peter :­

With Christ we share a mystic grave; 
With Christ we buried lie; 

But 'tis not in the darksome cave, 

Ry mournful Calvary. 

The pure and bright Baptismal Aood 
EntoI11bs Ollr nnture's stain; 

New crC"~tures, fr om the cleansing wave, 
With Christ we ri se again. 

-Baptismal Hymn . 

Once more: In still further illustration of this subject, 

lct mc observe that Saul of Tarsus was arrested in his 

unbelief on his way to Damascus; upon which occasion 

he encountered our Saviour in a glorious vision; when our 

Lord spoke to him and said, "I am Jesus, whom thou 

persccutest." Saul, being completely subdued by th<.: 

bright vision, believed, and said, "IIJrd, what wilt thou 

have me to do?" He was now a converted man and a 

believer on the Lord Jesus Christ .: but, notwithstanding 

that, he was not yet a regenerated man; for it happened, 

several days after this event, that a divinely-commissioned 

disciple came to him and said, "And now, why tarriest 

thou? arise, and be baptised, and wash away thy sins, 

calling upon the name of the Lord." So also on the day 

of Pentecost: when a large number of Jews believed St. 

Pp.ter preaching Jesus Christ, they were not thereby 

regenerated; and full well they knew it; saying to the 

apostles, with no small concern, "Men and brethren, what 

shall we do?" And what was the answer? Was it in 

accordance with the teaching of those who say, " A believer­

comes to be baptised, not to be made a child of God, but 

because he is already one?" Certainly not; for it was 

this, "Repent, and ce baptised, everyone of you, in the­

name of Jesus Christ, for the rpmission of sins." 
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We sec, then, that a believer, at the time of his 

conversion, is far from being boastful about his" faith;" but 

is humble and supplicatory, under an awakened sense of 

need and dependence upon God's goodness; his langaage 

is, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" and the 

answer of Mercy is, "Arise, and be baptised, and wash 

away thy sins, calling upon the name of the Lord." Now, 

in both the instances of conversion above noticed it may 

be plainly seen that Holy Scripture connects remission of 

sins immediately with Baptism, and NOT with the prior 
act of believing. 

What then, I would ask, becomes of that sort of abstract 

faith boasted of by so many-which makes little or no 

account of divine ordinances, reducing them to mere 

empty signs and bare l11f!mentoes-\\'hen viewed in the 

light of the above passages of Holy Writ, seeing that they 

connect the stupendous grace of forgiveness of sins with 

the Sacrament of Christi:u1 Baptism? ;'\·Iethinks it must 

appear puny incleed! And what comparison would any 

one venture to make between the relative saving virtue 

·comprehended in the words" believeth" and "baptised" in 

your text, when it is once seen that Baptism is the 

divinely-appointed regc'nemting ordinance; and that 

although a man may have undoubted faith, as Saul had, 

after seeing the Lmd and hearing Him speak to him; or, 

like that of the three thousand ] e\\'s, who noll', being 

pricked in their hearts, believed that God had made that 

same Jesus, whom they had crucified, to be both Lord and 

Christ; yet, up to the moment of his coming to the water 

of Baptism, he may be looked upon as still bclOl:ging' to 

that class of persons to whom it is said-It Repent. and 

be baptised, everyone of you, for the remission of SillS." 

Having thus dealt With the main proposition of your 

argument, and endeavored to sheW-1st. That the Church 

01 England does not teach that per"ons are saved by 
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Baptism without faith; 2nd. That the doctrine of Bap­

tismal Regeneration is not in "direct opposition" to your 

text, but is in harmony with it; and 3rd. That the doctrine 

is a Scriptural one, and therefore a belief in it is not a "great 

erro~ ;" it appears to me that I have answered all that may 

be considered important in your charges :1gainst us. I 

have further endeavoured to show that the Holy Scriptures 

connect the forgiveness of sins, and the new birth, with 

the grace of God vouch:afed in Haptism, and NOT with 

any prior act of faith; for we have seen that it is only 

to a person possessed of faith-only to a believer in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, that the exhortation applies : "Arise, 

and be baptised, and wash away thy sins." 

Now, whether the arguments adduced throughout this 

letter be assvnted to or disputed by my theological 

adversaries, I take leave to contend c~lrne5tly for them; 

and to maintain that the holy Sacrament of Baptism is an 

indispensable mcans of grace, and an instrument of 

S::tiv:1ti on ; and th:lt such may been seen to be a cardinal 

doctrin e of the Cospel. 

I have stated that the doctrine of the Church of England, 

witl: regard to Baptism, is not at variance with the faith 

of the venerable" Fathers" of the first four centuries, nor 

with th;\t of the Latin and Greek Churches up to th e 

present time. I now cite some of these authorities :­

ST. AUGUSTINE. 
" For, frol11 the little child but lately I,orn, even to the decrepit old 

man, as 110 une is to he pruhihited from E:tptism, so is there no 
one who ill Baptism di~s not to sin ."- 7i-ea/ise 011 [<,,,"th, flopc, alld 

Ck,,-it), . 

ST. CHRYSOSTO~T. 

" The remaining- dead to sin after Daptism must he the work of om 
own earnestness; however, we find (;od hen, giving LIS large help, for 
this is not the on ly thing that naptism has the power to do, to obliterate 
ou r former transgressions, for it also secures liS against suhsequent 
ones. "-Lt·c/u1"( 011 Hap/ism . 
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ST. CYRIL. 

"By Baptism the sting of death is. destroyed. Tholl ,Iesccndcst 
into the water. bearing thy sins; but the invocation of grace, havinfi 
sealed thy soul, allows not that thou shouldest henceforth he swallowcd 
up hy the fearful dragon. Dead in sins, thou wentest down; quickened 
in righ(c..!Ull sness, thou c:unest up." 

ST. CYPRIAN 

Speaking of his state hefore and after Baptism, he says: "I use,1 tp 

think that second hirth which divine mercy promised for my salvation 
:t hard saying, according to the life I then led; as if a man coul<l he so 
<juickened I,y a new life in the laver of healinfi water, as to put ofr his 
natural sel f, all,1 keep hi~ fonner tahernade, and yet he change,l in 
heart and sou\. But after that life·giving water succoured me, washing 
away the stain of former years, and puuri ng in to my c1eanse,1 and 
h:lIlo\\icd breast the light which comes from heaven ; after I drank in 
the heavenly Spirit, and was created a new man hy a sccond birth, 
then marvellously what before was doubtful became plain 10 111C," &c. 
-lst 7reatise. 

TERTULLIAN. 

" Happy our Sacramcnt of the water! whereby, being c1e:1nsed from 
our former blindness, we are made free unto c\crn:1I life. 

<, "So in us also the annointing runneth 
over us bodily, but profiteth spi ritually; as likewise in lklptislll itself, 
the act is carnal, U,at we are dipped' in water; the crrect spi ritual, 
that we are delivered from our sins. " - f-eclllre Oil Baplism. 

The faith of the Latin and (jrcek Churches in the fourth 

century is exhibited in the Nicene Cre(;d, in the framing 

of which the Bishops of those Churches took part. The 

expression of lhat fait h is as emphatic as it is concise-" I 

acknowledge one Baplism for the remission of sins." And 

the same Creed is still used by th ose Churches. Indeed, 

it appears that from th e period of the Council of Nice, in 

the fourth century, up to the present time, there has never 

heen any difJ erence in the views of the Western and 

E astern Churches on this subject; and that the doctrine 

of both is equally expressed by the Catechism in present 
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use hy the former, written by the Right Reverend Doctor 

Challoner, as follo\\'s :­

Q. What are the ellects of the sacramcnt of baptism? 

A. Firs/Iv . it ",:!shes away original . io, in which we were all born, by 
rcason of the sin uf our first father, Adam. Seeoll(lly, it remits all actual 
sins which we ollrsdves have cU1l11n ittcd (in case Wt have committed 
any b(.fore haptism), hoth as to the gu ilt and pain. Tlfil'd!y. it infuses 
the habit of divine grace into Ollr sOllls, and makes llS the adopted 
ch ildren of (;od. Four/MJ'. it gives us a right and title to the kingdom 
of hcaven. Fi/llz/)" it imprints a ch"raCkr or spiritllal mark in the 
SOli I. SI~</Iz/)'. in fine. it lets us into the Church of God. and makes 
us children antI memhers of the Church. 

I now propose to state and ans\l'(.[ in the following letter 

the various popular ohjections against the doctrine of 
Baptismal Regeneration. 

LETTEl{ I I I . 
DEAR S tR,-In my last letter I took exception to, and 

answered, the three grand statements in your discourse 

against the doctrine of the Church of England. Those 

statements may well be rt'gardecl as the pillars of your 

subject; for with them nearly all your arguments must 

either stand or fall. I endeavoured to shell' that Baptism 

IS an ordinance of saving import, and that the use of 

Water forms an essential part of the nte. It is [or our 

rcaders to consider he>th SIdes of the controversy, and judge 

[or themselves; but this can only be done in the light of 

revelation, and not in that of reasan; for, after all, the 

que~tion rl'solves itself into this: whether we are to walk 

by [aith- belief in the Scnptures, or by sight-the con­
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clusions of Rationalism; II'hetber we shal l, at the bidJing 

of the pruphet, "wash, and be clean," or, with the" hOllor­

able and mighty" warrior of this world, c1isd:lin such 

simplicity, sDying, "Are not Abana and Phar]>ar, nVLT, of 

n~lJl1aSCUS, better than all the waters of hrat'l ?'. and, in 

the pride of our philosophy, turn, lik e that ")!;rcat man " 

did, and go aW~l y "in a rage." 

In looking OI'er the remainc1er of your oiljcCI!OnS, they 

appear to be either re iterations, in different fOITn:; , of ,h'l';(, 

I hah: already answert'd, or else they refer to poinb of 

det'1il which ought to be eonsiuc l"l'd to stanu ur fall with 

the mai n arguments. If, for instance, an intli\'itlual 

broadly dc:nies that the palace of Shush,iO eyer exi,;ted, 

and then seeks to prove it by contemn ing the hi storian 's 

account of its pillars of marble, beds of gold, and 

tesselated Ixwcment, it ought to be quite sulhcicnt to inv:lli­

date such an objector's declamation again:;t these details if 

the challenged histor ian distinctly proves that the palace 

did real ly exist. For what can a person's denial of the con­

tri\'ance of a thing be worth who is fuund to be so 

over heact ~Il:d C~lrS in error a, wron;,.:ly 1:0 delly the \'cry 

cxistL'nce of the thillt; itself? So, in like manner, with n:­

gard to the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration, when it is 

\lenrly shcwll that some persolls erronc:ollsly deny it to 

be a doctrine of tlle Gospel, \\"hat can tlH;ir arguments 

against the use of Wate r be ,,"orth? Sure ly it is not un­

reasonable to conclude that pcr,on to b e wrong in the 

detai l; of a matter who is manifes tl)1 wrong upon th ose 

main points on which al l subordinate qup,tiol1s c1el)Cnu. 

Still, for the consideration of those kcthrcn wh o:;e f:lith 

in 'he doctrine of the Church has hc:cn impaired by the 

sophiw'Y of Jbtio l)~l lism, I h~\'c thought it desirable to 

notice, as brieRy as the :illbject may admit 0:, the most 

plausible objecti ons aga insl the doctrine that am 

acquainted with. 
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FIRST OBJECTION STATED AND ANSWERED. 

U~GODLINESS AMONGST THE BAPTISED.-" Look around 
and see 70Ilat Il11g'odly bves a great 111m/bel' of tlze BaptISed 
lead. TI,ey are to be fou1ld ill 0111' gaols, ill dms of infam)" 
and in. tlu conde1llned cells. SOll/e of them are so atroClolisly 
11ile as 10 be accounted, even by the ciVil law, utterly ume'ortll J' 
to lil'e UPOIl tIle face of tlds fallen eartlt / and are WI! to 
lie sli ,cked b), bei1ig told that these, the vel')' scollrillgs of 
s?cielj', llave been Regenerated? Wit)', tlte tholigM is 
absolute/.J' /tont'ble! Wi', tlunfon, illdl~f[nalltly delloullce 
tI,e doctrim of Baptismal Regenewttoll altogetlter." 

I think it will be admitted that the above objection 

is put in as strong a light as the most violent opponent 

of the doctrine could well place it. In answer to this 

apparently formidable argument, I would at once premise 

that the validity of the doctrine is in no degree contingent 

upon the abiding faithfulness of all the Baptised, but 

depends upon whether the doctrine itself is a Gospel one 

or not,-whether Baptism is the divinely-appointed means 

of Regeneration and admission into the Christian Church 

-into that kingdom of grace upon earth, which to the 

faithful shall eventuate in the kingdom of glory in Heaven. 

And of Its nature in this respect I have, to some extent, 

tre:1ted in the preceding letter. 

There is evidently a misunderstanding, as well as a 

disagreement, between Christians on this subject; and my 

humble endeavour will be to remove the former as far ;)'s 

I can in what follows, believinf: that the meaning of 

Churchmen, with respect to these things, can only be 

und erstood in the light of the sacred writings. "In thy 

light we shall see light." Now, whatever nomenclature 

Scripture employs to describe things with. the Church 

also employs to describe the same things, although such 

language always has been, and will be, misunderstood by 

persons conversant with only secular matters. It se~ms, 
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therefore, to be owing to an ignorance of the language of 

the Bible that many people take offence at the words 

"Saved" and "Regenerated," and other like words 

mentioned in connection with Baptism, not considering the 

limited sense in which such expressions arc used both by 

the Scriptures and the Church. Such objectors ignorantly 

suppose that fmal and full Regeneration and Salvation 

are implied to be necessarily secured by every recipient of 

that ordinance, independent of faith and obedience on the 

part of such recipients. But such a construction is neither 

warrankc! by Scripture nor intended by the Church; and 

yet the terms employed, "Saved" and" Regenerated," are 

not only true in the limited sense intended, but are the 

only proper ones to be made use of. 

To prove what has now been stated, it is submitted 

that there is a "Salvation" spoken of in Scripture, in a 

subordinate sense, both under the Mosaic and Christian 

economics ;-.1 presmt Salvation, which, in each dispen­

sation, marks vcry significantly a stage in Cod's gracious 

dealings with man ;-.1 Salvation antecedent to, and, 

therefore, not necessarily securing, the full and final 

Salvation in the kingdom of Glory, but, as it were, a 

stage towards that happy consummation. And a prominent 

feature in the nature of that anterior and 5ubordinatc 

S;t!vation is this: that it effects a present deliverance from 

a spiritual thraldom, and thereby sets men free to live to 

God and serve Him. Let me now proceed to illustrate 

the truth of these remarks. 

What happened to God's covenanted people, the Jews, 

we are taught, happened to them for ensa11lples, and are 

written for our admonition. We do well, then, to consider 

the analogy thus presented to us; and we shall lilld that, 

under the Mosaic economy, the Salvation I am speaking of 

was effected by a miracle of grace, and in this Christian 

economy it is ctl"ected by a 111ystery of grace; in thc 
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fortner, God's people were delivered from the thraldom of 

the literal Egypt by the passage through the Red Sea; 

wl:ilc, in th e latter, they are delivered from the Egypt of 

the f1 e~h through the Water of Baptism.-'j· 

The Israelites were suffering griel'ous bondage under 

the iron rul e of Egypt, and were mercifully delivered by 

a wonderful and vIsible exercise of divine power, being 

miraculously brought through the R ed Sea, while their 

pursuing enemies were overwhelmed and destroyed. 

They saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore and 

rejoio'd; they sang the song of Moses-" The Lord is my 

strength and song, :md is become my SALVATION;" and 

the inspired volume goes on to say, "Thus the Lord 

, SAYED ' I srael that day out of the hands of the Egyptians." 

Here, then, was a wonderful deliverance-a great SAL­

VATION actually experienced by the people! So is it, in 

like manner, with Christians now:­

Thou hast a great de1i"ern nce wrought, 
The stafr from off my Ehonlder broke; 

Out of the house of bondage brought, 
And freed me from the Egyptian yoke. 

-Ch,.istian HY1lln. 

We were, when tbe Gospel met us, in hard bondage under 

the Egypt of the flesh; for, if we were Gentiles, we were 

dead in trespasses and sins; or, if J ews, th en the motion 

of sins which were by the law worked in our members to 

bring forth fruit unto death; but, whether J ews or Gentiles, 

we have also experienced a mighty dp,liverance, for "by 

His merc), He hath SAV ED us, through the washing of 

Regener:1.tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost, " thereby 

""And Also did'st safcly lead the children of I srae l thy people 
through the Reel Sea, figuring thereby thy hoI)' Baptism." -Church' 
Servil" ', 
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translating us from the power of darkness into the kingdom 

of His dear Son. And of this Salvation BAPTIS:l1 is both 

the instituted means and sign ; for it is with immediate 

reference to the virtue of the Sacrament that the Christian 

says, "I heartil'y thank ou r heavenly Father that he hath 

called' me to this state of salvation:" and it is in th e 

faith of a PR ESENT AND REAl. DELIVERA NCE that we al so 

sing and rejoice, as did the Israelites, saying in our 

religious assemblies every Sunday, "0 come, let us si ng 

unto the Lord ; let us heartily rejoice in the strength of 

our SALVATION. " 

From Egypt bleJy come, 
\Vhere death an(] darkness reign, 

We seek our new and betler home, 
",There we our rest shall gain. 

T o Canaan 's sacred bound 
We haste wi th songs of joy, 

Where peace and liherty a rc found, 
And sweets that never cloy. 

- Christia n ££)'11111. 

Secondly: The Salvation from Egypt, though very great 

and wonderful, proved not to secure a subsequent full and 

final salvation of th e whole people; yet it marked very 

gloriously a stage in thei r progress towards the promised 

land; and , being wrought hy th e power and goodness of 

God, placed the people under a peculiar obligation to 

tru st and obey Him. A course of probation and the river 

Jordan still lay between them and th eir Deulah; and what 

do we read? Why, that during their journey they 

proroked the Lord by refusing to hear His voice j so that 

many of them were overthrown in the wilderness. Here, 

then, was a considerable number of a covenanted people, 

who, having been once "SAVED" by a great deliverance, 

were afterwards destroyed; and that not through any 

inefficacy in the means which at first saved them; for, 
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under the leadership of "'loses, they had ALL passed through 

the sea, and were equDlly placed upon the high road to 

the promised land. So, again, in like manner, with 

Christians: although they have been recipients of a great 

deliverance from the dominion of the flesh, "that (like the 

Egyptians) being dead wherein we were held," yet a life 

of probation, in which they are to work out their final 

Salvation with fear and trembling, still lies before them; 

and neither the light of Scripture, nor the facts with which 

we are surrounded, lead us to conclude that ALL who have 

been thus SAVED will perseveringly press towards the mark 

of our high calling in Christ Jesu~, and attain to the 

Heavenl y Jerusalem. 

And this is the very matter 111 which we are specially 

admonished by the apostles. \Ve are reminded of the 
experience of the ,. S:\vED" Isradites: St. Paul informing 

us that, although they had ALL been baptised unto Moses, 

in the cloud and in the Sea, and had ALL partaken of the 

same spiritual meat and drink, yet were many of them 

overthrown in the wilclernes' thwugh lusting after evil 

tLings. St. Jude also, speaking to the same effect, says, 

" I will therefore put you in remembra 'lce, though ye once 
knew this, how that the Lord, having' SA vim' the people 

out of the I:lnd of Egypt, afterwards destroyed them that 

believed not." \Ve gather from Scripture, then, that the 

people whose history is written for our admonition were, 

WITHOUT A SI1"l;L!': EXCEPTION, the subjects of a present 

and great" SALVATION," effected by a special act of God 

in their behalf; and that they were afterwards, for the 

most part, cut off in the wilderness. 

We conclude, then, that we should speak of these things 

and understand religious nomenclature in the light of Holy 

Scripture, and nct after the vain philosophy of worldly 

seminaries. And, seeing that neither the dignity nor 

efficacy of the Sacrament which baptised the people unto 
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~l'1oses, in the cloud and in the Sca,* was one whit imp::tired 

by the subsequent unbelief of the lhous::tnds who perished 

in the wilderness, so should we not undervalue the precious 

Sacrament of Baptism because of the unbelief and 

unfaithfulness of many who have been recipients of the 

same; but rather hold fast the faith by implicitly 

believing the Scriptures, which plainly tell us that we 

Christians have been "ALL" baptised into one body (the 

Church), and have ALL h een made to drink into one Spirit." 

And thus do I answer the first and most popular objection 

against the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration-viz., 

"Ungodliness amongst the Baptised." 

SECOND OBJECTION STATED AND ANSWERED. 

ST. PAUL'S WORDS TO THE CORINTHIANS.-5t. Paul said, in 
llis 1St Epistle to thc Corillt/u'rt11s, lSt chap., ".1 thallI:. God 
that 1 baptised tlOIlC of ),Oll, bitt Crisptts alld (;,lIiIS.·' A lid again, 
"POI Cltrist Sellt lIle "ot to boptise, Vllt 10 jJrcacll lite Gospel." 

Now, dissenters from the doctrine of Baptismal grace 

construe those words of the apostle in such a manner as 

to imply a disparagement of Baptism, and as affording a 

warrant for esteeming the rite to be of little or no i Il1jlurt­

ance. But it may he seen that such a construction is not 

only unwarranted by the sensc in which the wurds are to 

be understood in connection with the context, and the 

evidcnt design of the apostle in the matter he is treating, 

but is also at variance \\'ith the general tenor of Scripture 

teaching on the suhject of Christian Baptism; for that 

.• "The Sacraments of 1he Jows :ue types of all <5, am! their 
punishments examples for us." -Preface 10 I Cal'. , chap. x. 
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teaching ge nerally inculcates an exalted estimate of the 

grace of God vouchsafed therein. 

1St. We have John th e Baptist, who, when the question 

of purification arose (mark it well, PURIFICATION), in 

consequence of tbe discovery by the] ews that Christ also 

baptised, sufficiently indicated the contrast of the two 

baptisms, and the august character of thnt ministered by 

Christ, in saying, "Ye yourselves bear me witness that I 

said I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before Him. 

He must increase, but I must decrease. He that cometh 

from above is above all. He that is of the earth (that 1S, 

myself) is earthy. He that cometh from Heaven (that is, 

Chri~t) is above all." 

2 nd. \Ve have Christ's solemn testimony to Nicodemus, 

that, "Excel)t a man be born of water and of the 

Spirit, he can not enter into the kingdom of God." 

3rd. \Ve have, again, the words of our Lord, by St. 

Mark, q uoted in your text, and laying down Baptism as 

one of the two conditions of Salvation-" He that believeth 

and is baptised shall be saved." 

4th. \Ve have the exhortation of the apostle St. Peter, 

on the day of Pentecost, to the multi tude of Jews which 

believed his preaching-" Repent, and be baptised, every 

one of you, for the remission of sins." 

5th. We have the divine message, sent through Ananias 

to Saul, after he believed, commanding him, saying, " Arise, 

and be baptised, and wash away thy sins." 

6th. \Ve have the apostle St. Paul, knowing the dis­

tinction between the ministry of John and that of the 

HEAVENLV ONE, causing a number of persons who had 

been baptised by ] ohn to be re-baptised in the r:ame of 

Jesus Christ. 

7th. We have the several additional passages of Scripture 

add uced in the preceding letter, referring directly to 

Baptism, not only as a means of grace, but also as an 



40 SECOND OBJECTION STATED AND ANSWERED. 

instrument of Salvation, to which may be yet added 

another text involving the same precious truth, "For as 

many of us as have been baptised into Jesus Christ have 

put on Christ." 

Surely, then, the person who puts such a construction 

on the apostle's words cited in the objection as that I have 

mentioned, becomes suddenly obliviolls to the harmonious 

and weighty testimony to the grace of Baptism which 

pervades both the Gospels and the epistles j seizes upon 

the mere fragment of a discourse, apart from its context, 

and fails altogether to "compare spiritual things with 

spiritual. " 

The sense of the apostle's words-" I thank God that I 

baptised none of you but Crispus alld Gaius"-must be 

understood in connection with the context, and in view 

of the object he was evidently aiming at, which was to 

correct in the Corinthians the common tendency to think 

too much of their respect ive ministers, who were only the 

instruments of grace, and too little of Christ, who was the 

source and fountain of that grace. By such sentiments 

they impaired the unity of the body, and introduced 

divisions among themselves, some saying, I am of Paul j 

and others, I am of Apollos j and others, I am of Cephas j 

and others, I am of Christ j whereas they all ought to have 

said the same thing, "I am of Christ," the: Lord being 

immediately the Head of every man as well as Head of the 

Church collectively. 

It was, then, in a remonstrance against tho~e cli\'i s ion~, 

and a tendency to the haneful worship of ministers, that 

the apostle uses a series of interrogatives, cach ont of which 

is calculated to exhi bit conspicuous'ly the incongruity 

of such conduct; "Is Christ divided? \Vas Paul crucified 

for you? Or were ye baptised in the name of Paul ?- I 

thank God that I baptIsed none of you, but Crispus and, 

Gaius, lest any should say that I haptised in my own 
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name." The reason given by the apostle for being 

thankful at not having baptised many was not because he 

would now represent the ordinance as being one whit less 

important than he had indicated it to be in his epistles 

to the Romans and Colossians-very far from that; but 

merdy because the fact helped hIS present argument: for,. 

on the one band, it precluded the Corinthians from 

founding a justification of their divisions, and an inordinate 

admiration of tbe apostle upon anything very special 

ministered by his own hands; and, on the other, it left 

him free to disavow every particle of glory attachir.g to 

the plenitude of their endowment with the grace of God, 

given them by Jesus Christ, by whom, he declared, they 

wen' enriched in all utterance and in all knowledge. 

And now let us consider what follows: ,. For Christ sent 

me not to bnptise, but to preach the Gospel." How 

are we to understand this? Are we to conclude that a 

dispamgement of Baptism is implied? I would reverently 

and yet emphatically answer, No ! and submit that Baptism 

is to be maintained in its own propl:r place, and that. 

an exalted one too; yet not the first place, but the second. 

First, the Cross; secondly, th e Font: both of grace; Glory 

be to Goel! 

Relying upon the sure word of Scripture, as upon an 

everlasting rock, I venture to say that the apostle only 

meant that the first and chief object of his mission was 

not to baptise, but rather to pursue the necessary an­

tecedent ministry of preaching the Cospel as his own 

special function. But the apostle was very far from 

meaning that he was not to baptise at all, or that the 

ordinance c:ould possibly be dispensed with; for, in addition 

to those persons he mentions in this place as having 

baptised, we read of him afterwards causing to be baptised 

no less than twelve disciples at one time, at Ephesus; and,. 

again, the Philippian Jailer and all his house, in the middle: 
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of the night; and we may safely conclude that, if the 

administration of the rite was necessary for all those 

persons, it was also nf'cessary for every other individual 

converted under the apostle's ministry; and, indeed, we 

well know that Baptism is a Catholic ordinancc, and not 

a whit more needful for one individual than another, but 

equally so for all. 

Seeing, then, that St. Paul had baptised Crispus and 

Gaius, :mcl the household of Stephanas, blfore he said, 

"Chri,t sent me not to baptise, but to preach the Gospel," 

and that, aj/er saying so, he baptiscd twelve disciples at 

Ephesus, and the Jailer and bis household at Philippi, it is 

clear that the expression, "Christ sent me not to baptise," 

is to be ullderstood on ly in a qual ified sense, as meaning 

that it W:JS not the primary duty of his mission. 

And, be it observed, that not one of St. Paul's Epistles 

is addrcssed to any other th'ln baptised persons j nor 

would anyone of them be applicable to any other. I 
would further remark, in conclusion, that the order of the 

open1tions of grace is indicated in the apostle's questions: 

"Was Paul crucified for you?" " Or wcrc ye baptised in 

the n ~lmc uf Paul?" and would puint out the significant 

and eX:llted position assigned therein to BaptIsm, that it 

immediately follows a belief in the preached Atonement, 

and that there is nothing whatever between the Cross and 

the Font, the former being the W(:; ll-sprin g, and th e latter 

the Ch:u1I1cl, of grace. Surely, then, the apostle, jealous 

f;)r his. ~{aster's glory, while modestly disclaiming credit 

for the abundant grace of God vuuchsafed to the baptised 

Corinthians, does inadvertently magnify rather than 

disparage that cardinal ministration of the Gospel by his 

rcdundant testimony to its happy effects. "I thank my 

Cod always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is 

gi ven you by Jesus Christ; that in everything ye are 

enriched by him in all utterance and in all knolrledge ; even 



THIRD OB]ECnO:-l ST.\ TED AND ANSWERED. 43 

as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in yOU: so that 

ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of ollr 

Lord J esus Christ: who shall also confirm you unto the 

end, that ye m,lY be blameless in th e day of our L ord 

J esus Christ." Now, th ese words of the apostle apply 

exclusively to persons wh o have been Baptised into Chrrst; 

for such only, according to the New Testament, could be 

in everything enriched by Him ; and to suppose othe rwise 

would be to render the plain declarations of holy writ 

unintelligible, by depriving them of thei r distinct ive 

significations. 
"Rejoice. hel ie" cr in the L ord. 

\\'ho mak es your cause lIis own; 
The ho pe that's ruunded on His \\lORD 

Shall ne'e r bc overthrown." 

THIRD OBJECTION STATED AND ANSWERED. 

ST. PAUL'S WORDS TO THE JAILER Of PHILIPPI. 

TilE case of the Philippian Jaikr is often referred to by 

some preachers as an a rgum ent against the doctrine of 

the Church. They quote the answer of St. Paul to the 

J ailer: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 

shalt he saved ;" and, forgetful of our Lord\ teDching, 

present it as an inst:lI1ce in which Salvation immediately 

accrues from the simple reception of the words spoken 

independent of, and complete without, that administra­

tive act, vi2., Bapti sm, whi ch is seen in all other cases 

immediately to follow, and, as it were, to crown the 

preaching of Christ. But it may he seen that there are no 

just grounds for investing this case with such a pecu liarity, 

merely because a command to be baptised did not instantly 

.accompany the command to believe on th e Lord J eslis 
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Christ-a course which, upon reflection, must appear to 

be incompatible with the Gospel procedure. We cannot 

doubt but that, in the minds of the apostles, believing on 

the Lord Je~us Chri~t necessarily embraced a submission 

to H is commands, and that they, at the outset, intended 

to enjoin Baptism after they should be accepted as the 

ambassadors of the Lord: and a~, in pursuing the narrative, 

we find that they spake unto hl111 the Word of the 

Lord, and that the Jailer and all his were" straightway" 

baptised, we conclude that the word of the Lord thus. 

spoken comprehended the corumand tp he baptised: and 

the significant word "straightway" forbid s us to allow 

that there was any delay in administering the ordinance 

afttr they believed the words spoken to them by Paul and 

Silas. 'I here is, therefore, no ~Llch peculiarity in this case 

as some would e'1deavour to make out; for th e necessi ty 

and dignity of Baptism seem to be fully maintained in it. 

The midnight prayers and praises of the Saint~ to the 

heavenly throne, audible to the inmates of the prison, 

were the precursors to an earthquake whI ch had the 

wonderful effect of opening the prison doors and loosing 

the fetters of the prisoners. The J ailcr was at once over­

come by what he saw, heard, and apprehended . This 

marvellous earthquake, togct her with the calm dignity of 

the servants of Cotl- a dignity alike superior to th e power 

of the rulc.rs of this world, and the awful convulsions of 

Nature-seem to have heen regarded by the Jail er as a 

divine attestation of the mission of Paul aDd Silas, and to 

have induced the beli ef that they really were what tht:y 

professed to all the world to he, and for which they now 

rejoicingly suffered persecution. So that, whatever obdu­

racy of unbelief, or whatever contempt for the followers. 

of the "despised Nazarene," may have existed in the 

heart of the Jailer, it is apparpnt that the same was now 

subdued in him, before the apostles said one word to him 
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about Jesus Christ. The words used by the Jailer to the 

men whom he hnd shortly before "thrust into the inner 

prison nnd made fast in the stocks" clenrly indicate the 

change of mind concerning them which God hnd already 

wrought in him; for he came tremhling nnd said respect­

flllly, "Sirs! whnt must I do to he snved?" His position 

now wns nnabgolls to that of the Jews on the day of 

Pentecost, when they believed the preaching of the apostles, 

and said, "Men nnd brethren, what shall we do~" It was 

anabgolls in that he now accnditt:d Palll and Silas to be 

the servants of (;od. WeIl, they :;aid to him, "Believe on 

the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved;" they 

answered him differently from that in which St. Peter and 

the eleven answered the Jews, for they said, "Repent, and 

be baptised, everyone of YOll, in the name of Jesus Christ, 

for the remission of sins." How IS that? Is there one 

way of snlvation for the Jews and another for the Gentile 

J niler? One would reverently say, certainly not; nnd con­

fidently believe that the apostles on the day of Pentecost 

would have given the Jews the same answer ns Paul and 

Sibs gave the Jailer, if their question hnd been put befOll 

Jesus Christ had been preached to them; and that Paul 

and Silas would have given the Jniler the snme answer as 

the apostles gave the Jews, if his question had been put 

after Jesus Christ had been preached to him. But, be this 

as it may, I trust sufficient has been said to shew that the 

case before us is quite in accordance with the common pro­

cedure of the Gospel, being simply one in which, [st, 

Jesus Christ, our Snviour, is preached to a sinner; 2nd, 

that preaching is believed; anu 3rd, the believer is bap­

tiseu. Whatever, therefore, the virtue of Baptism is 

declared to be in other cases, we ought to believe it to be 

the same in this; and a bir and comprehensive view of 

the case will afford no grounds for supposing that St. 

Paul's general instructions touching the grace of Christian 
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Baptism, in his Epi, tles to the Romans and Colossians, 

are not as applicable to the case of the Jailer of l'hillipi 

as to that of any other member oftlle Christian Church. 

FOURTH OBJECTIO:i\T STATEn AX]) ANSWE1\ED. 

TilE DAl'T1 S~ i OF LITTLE CHILURr::-;.-" Bllt Itow mil it 

little cltild possess lite rejent<!llCt and f :71/1t Ilcc{'SSltl)' 10 iT 

1'i/?,1i1 reception of BaptislIl, a lid 1U/lat mil it 71 IId,./,slood about 

tile 5acralllellt to be ill a II)' wl~\'e beili:/ifled b)1 il! " 

The .1nswer is tbat it is not essential lklt a little child 

should understand th e nature of Baptism in order to he a re­

cipient of the grace of it, an)' marc th8n it w:ts essential 

under the law that an inf:tnt of eight days should understand 

the rite of circumcision, of which it was a recipient, and 

whereby it was fully brought into the same covenant as its 

parents; or that the young children upon whom Christ 

laid His hands, and took uJl in His arms and blessed 

them, should understand the nature of the blessing they 

were receiving. Perhaps the person who makes the ob­

jection here anticipated has lived for twenty years or 

more unbaptised; and he may be known as one of good 

moral character, and an active, intelligent, and pious 

member of a congregation. \Vell, however desiroll~ one 

may be to think and speak charitably of ~uch a person, 

one can only view his Jlosition in the light of revelation; 

for we can know nothin g cert:tinl), of religious trllth but 

what is deroived from the Holy Scriptures: "Thy word 

is truth." However good, therefore, his intentions may 

have been, it is impossible to n:gnrd snch a person as being 

within the category di stinguished by the apostle in the 

words, "For as many of us as have bee n baptised into 

Christ have put on Christ;' or as having complied with 
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the terms of Salvation comprised in your text-" He that 

believeth and is Baptised shall be saved." But, whether 

this be admitted or not, let us now consider such an one 

coming at length to be baptised, having been instructed 

in the truths of the Gospel j and let us suppose that he 

sees an infant being brought to the same Font, and is 

greatly orfene ed at it. But why, I would ask, should that 

infant, which has committed no actual sin, and for whom 

Christ died, be less acceptable to the Almighty than one 

who has often sinned since he was as helpless as that babe? 

Or is it to be assumed that the intelligence such a person 

has acquired, and the knowledge of the Gospel which has 

been imparted to him, are things so meritorious as to more 

than compensate for his sins? For, unless this position 

be taken up, it seems impossihl e to give any reason 

for supposing him to be a more acceptable candidate for 

the divine favour than that innocent and un conscious babe 

concerning whom it is written-" It is not the will of 

your Father, which is in Heaven, that one of these little 

ones should [lPrish ;" and again-" Their angels do always 

behold the face of my Father, which is in heaven j" and 

again- " He lOok them up in His :mns, put His hands 

upon them, and blessed them j" and we may be well 

assured that whom HE thus blesses are blessed indeed. 

No one will suppose that the fullest Baptismal blessing can 

surpass in richness that vouchsafed to the little children 

by Him who is infinitely above His own appointments, 

and who" took them up in His arms and blessed them." 

In th e words and acts of our Saviour may be seen the 

good-will and favour of (30d towards little children, as 

such, irrespective of either intelligence, or rerentance, or 

faith, on their part. If, then, the desire of those rersons 

who brought little chil.dren directly to Christ, without any 

authority (or doing so, either written or traditional, but 

merely through a belief in I-lis goodness, was so signally 
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rewarded by our compassionate Redeemer, how can any 
one venture to say that, with such an example before us, 

it would be wrong now to bring little children to Him 

even by a mode {or which there is no express authority? 

Again: If it be conceded, as it must be, that little 

children may still be brought to the Saviour, then the 

propriety of bringing them through a means insti tuted by 

Himself, as a door of entran ce for mankind generally into 

the kingdom of heaven, and in the absence of any other 

known means, must be obvious; for we must be lJlind 

indeed if we cannot perceive that pcrsons who now 

intelligently bring their infants to be Baptised have not 

only the same desire for God's blessing that the women in 

the (~ospel had, but also JOIll to that desire a reverent 

submission to His now well-known appointment; at the 

same time clearly understanding and believing that whoever 

is brought to the Font, whether he be a child or an adult, it 

is freely to receive a blessing from God, for Christ's sake, 

without money and without price. That person, therefore, 

must have strange thoughts of the Saviour who thinks 

that because a respect for His ordinance is joined to the 

same trust in His goodness as the women in the Gospel 

exhibited, He will, on that account, deny the blessing. 

Yet such is manifestly the position they all take up who 

object to infant Baptism, dispute it as they may. * 

· If it be an "awful" Lhing, as such perso:s say it is, 10 involve 
unconscious babes, and little children, in the solemnities of Baptism, 
surely it must be ten times nlorc so to bring th~m unauth orised into 
immed iate co nt<1ct with the great Author of those sokmni tics. Yet 

this is precisely what the women in the (;"sl'el did, and were graciou,ly 
receivcd. It may be that thc disciples, in forbidding them, thoug-h t the 

women very prcsumptuous, hut what did the Lord say? .. Suffer 

littl e children to come unto mc, and fur bid them not, for of such is the 

kingdom of lieaven" - and, knowin~ this, who i ~ there amongst ns 
that would not desire to do as the wOlllcn did-bring o llr little chil<lren 
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Moreover, the truth of infant Baptism was typified 

under the law, for the law was a schoolmaster to the Jews 

to bring them to Christ; it therefore, to some extent, 

educated them for the Gospel, being "the shadow of good 

things to come." And it may be seen in the Gospels 

that our Lord conversed with the Jews as with a people 

\fho ought to have been trained for God under the Mosiac 

institutions: "Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest 

not these things?" We look therefore in the Gospel for the 

anti types of conspicuous national ceremonies under the law. 

Thus we have the daily service of the Church, with its 

sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving corresponding with the 

daily service of the tabernacle. Again, we have in the holy 

Eucharist the repeated commemoration of the sacrifice of 

Christ UP,)l1 the Cross once for all, as the anti types of the 

recurring sacrifices on the great day of atonement; then 

we have the celebration of our Saviour's ascension into 

clircc tly to the gre:ll Author of all the solcmnities anel responsibilities 
pcrtaining to Baptism , to find in Him a IJcneficent Saviour. \"'ould 
the thought of the obligat ions it would entail upon the children deter 
us from doing S(1 ? Certainly not ; then why should any misgivings 
pre\'cnt us from hringing them to Him hy Baptism? for the very 
most that could be said against that act, wcrc we to assume that the 
ordinance was not intended for children , wou ld be, that , having an 
invitation from thc Saviour to bring our lillIe children to Him, we had 
brought thcm in a way which he had appoint ell to recci\'c and bless 
mcn and won1(;n ; and if that is to he accounted a hold act, or an 
" unwarrantable" one, or a "presumptuous" one, it is as nothing in 
comparison with what the women in the Gospel elid, who , hy sllch 
" boldness." ohtai ned a hlessing. 

As for the "responsibilities" upon a Baptised child, they arc not 
greatcr than those upon onc whom li e has taken up in His arms and 
blessed; for, in the lat ter case. the obligation is to belie\'e in His loving 
kindness , amI to love IIim anlI live accordingly: and in the fonner. it 
cannot he .nore ; for, II mle r the Gospel dispensation, it is not so milch 
God's majesty :lS lIis love that challenges our obligations "The law 
was given by Moses, but grace and trllth canle by Jeslls Christ." 



50 FOURTH OBJECTION STATED AND ANSWERED. 

Heaven, "where he ever liveth to make intercession for us," 

corresponding with the entrance of the High Priest into 

the most holy place with the intercessory blood of the 

covenant. But whil e we glance at these great ceremonies 

of the law, and the things they foreshadowed, there is yet 

another one equally conspicuous as being of universal 

obligation in I srael, and an indispensable qualification for 

entering upon the worshIp of the sanctuary and enjoying 

its covenant blessings; and that ceremony was the cir­

cumcision of male infants on the eighth day;* alld the 

thing indicated by it was PURIFICATION. Where, then, 

I ask, is the anti type in the Gospel to that significant 

ceremony towards young children, which, while it was ex­

pressive of the purification of the recipient by the blood of 

the covenant, was also the very door of admission into that 

covenant? I answer that it is to be seen in the Baptism 

of young children, an ordinance imparting purification, t 

*Not only throughout thc period of the ccrcmonial !:til', but even 
from thc time of Ahraham, Gou had ~stablished His covcn:l.l1t with 
infants, and there was no religious principle more univcrs:tlly lln ,lcrstooll 
for upw:trds of a thousand years, nor more dceply rooted in the consti­
tution of the Jewish mind, than that involved in the rit e which 
admitted infants into the divine covenant. Go ! is unchan&;eahle; and 
since lie had for ages revealed His goodness in this particular, 
concerning infants, there does not appe:tr to have been any occasion 
for our Lord, (luring hi. ministry, to rcfer to :t principle so long 
cst:thlished anu thoroughly undcrstood by thc whole house of Israel. 
If a change in the divine proce(lure in this rcspcct had becn intended , it 
would indeed have heen a very great change; and wc might then wcll 
wonder at no intllnation of it heini: given in the Gospel; whcrefore, 
thc fact that no sueh intimation was given is a powcrful argumcnt tha t 
no such great change was designed. 

tVes; rURI FI CATION. exprl!sscd also in this form: "By th e putting 
off the ho(ly of the sins of the flcsh by the circumcision of Ch rist ;" 
i.e. , Christian circumcision-the circumcision of the Spirit- the cir­
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.1I1d also forming the gateway to the kingdom of heaven 

upon earth-the Christian Church. 

I am now content to conclude this branch of my subject 

with the lines of an eminent Christian poet, in which is 

indicated the largeness of the grace of infant baptism :­

God of eternal truth and love, 
Vouchsafe the promised aid we claim; 

Thine own great ordinance approve; 
The child Baptised into thy name 

Partaker of Thy nature mhke, 
And give him all Thine image back . 

Father, if such Thy so\·ereign will, 
If JeSllS did the rite enjoin, 

Annex Thy hallowing Spirit seal, 
And let the grace altend the sign; 

The seed of endless life impart, 
TaIte for Thine own this inf,tnt's heart. 

Answer on him Thy wisdom's end, 
In present ant! eternal good; 

"Vhate'C'f ThOll didst for man intend­
"Vhate'cr ThOll hast on man ucstowcd­

Now to this favored child be given 
P,IRDON, and HOLINESS , amI HEAVI':N. 

-BajJtisJJlal Hymll. 

cumcision "made without hands," in contradistinction to that of whieh 
our Lore.! ant! all the Jews were recipients-the circumcision instituted 
by Christ, ,iz., holy Baptism, as indicated in the explanatory context: 
"huried with him in uaptism, wherein also ye are risen with him, 
through the faith in the operation of Got! (towards you thereill), who 
hath raiset! him from the dead. "-Colossians ii. 
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FIFTH OBJECTION STATED AND ANSWEREn. 

THE BAPTISM OF SIMON THE SORCEREI~.-" But was 1Iot 
Silllon tlte So/cereI' Baptl~·ed? alld yet we filld !tim ttl/re­
generate imlllediatel.y after tIle rite ; lor lie illOtrred the ho~y 
illdiplatiott of tliC apostle, 10110 declared that his !tealt was 
1Iot right ill the sight of God." 

Well; part of the testimony concerning Simon is as 

follows: "Then Simon himself believed also; and when 

he was baptised he continued with Philip, and wondered, 

teholding the miracles and signs which were done." I at 

once grant, then, that, although Simon "IJEJ.IEVED," and 

was baptised, he did not thereupon immediately manifest 

the grace of regeneration; so that, if we could be justified 

in saying that, in this case, Baptism did not implant the 

grace of regeneration, we should certainly be equally 

justified in saying that BEI.JEVING did not; for, it is as 

distinctly recorded of Simon that he "llELIEVED," as that 

he was baptised. But I submit that, although the case 

at first sight looks very unfavorable, there is no warrant 

for concludi .1g that Simon's faith and haptism were 

necessarily altogether vain, because their proper fruit did 

not immediately appear. The case seems indeed to be an 

exceptional one, and to stand out in contrast with the 

usual results of ministerial acts by the Lord's servants in 

the apostolic age; yet, one feels that it would be both 

irreverent and rash to pronounce upon it on that aCCount. 

It sometimes happens that a particular circumstance 

seems to contradict a general truth; but it would be most 

wrong to surrender the latter on that account. No one 

would venture to deny that the true and proper effect of 

our Lord's companying with twelve disciples was to make 

them good; and the fact of its not having that result in the 

case of one of thP'l11, is no argument against the virtuous 

effiracy of His companionship as a general truth. In like 

http:concludi.1g
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manner, the true and proper effect of a man" believing" 

and being baptised is shewn in all the other Scriptures 

on this subject to be "newness of life i" in other words, 

Regeneration: and the fact of there being the record of a 

case in which Faith and Baptism did not produce the 

immediate mar.ifestation of that effect is an insufficient 

argument against their general efficacy. 

Such, then, would be my answer to the objection we 

are dealing with, if I gave it an unqualified acceptance in 

the form in which it is presented to us, and assented to all 

that seems to be implied in it ; and particularly tbat 

because the grace of Baptism may not be illlllltdlilte/y 

manifested, therefore none has been vouchsafed, and it:; 

manifestation may not thenceforward be expected. So 

far, however, is that from being my view, that I believe 

the development of the grace of Baptism is in most cases 

only progressive, and that there have been some instances 

in which it seemed to be in abeyance for a very long time, 

when it might well have been said to an individual whose 

Regeneration was afterwards unmistakeably manifested­

"Thy heart is not right in the sight of God." There are 

things far beyond our comprehension in the operations of 

grace, as well as in those of nature: and we know not how 

long a particular grain of the "seed of the sower" may 

lie in the earth before it germinates i and because the plant 

makes no appearance at the time we look for it, we may 

not therefore be justified in concluding that the seed has 

been sown in vam . 

.. That seed will huried li e, 
Till Thou the increase give; 

Yet then, although it seem to die, 
It shall revive and live." 

But, without any reference whatever to Simon's case, 

let us suppose it could be distinctly shewn that a large 

number of other cases of baptised believers have ultimately 
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proved hopeless; that ought not to impair our confidence 

one whit, since we are led to cxpect that such things 

will happen; for, as a great falling away from the faith 

is pred icted, there must he many \\'ho were once believers, 

but afterwards ce;)se to bc so. The truth we rely on 

remains the same, whether people hold bst the faith or 

not. Our faith is based not upon what we see in one 

another, but upon the word of God ; and, while I contcnu 

for the truth of Baptismal grace, in all its fullness, I am 

solicitous not to overstate it, but to keep close to the 

Scriptures. Whatever, then, may be said about the case of 

Simon, or t"n thousand subsequent ones in wh ich baptised 

believers may have "fallen from grace," I can perceive that 

such things are not incompatible with the doctrine of 

Sacramental grace; for I am not professing to discuss the 

continuance, or otherwise, of a person's standing, and 

adhesion to Christ; but I accept the Holy Scriptures, of 

which the Church of Christ, "the pillar and ground of the 

truth," is the living expositor, as my rule of faith; and from 

them I satisfactorily learn, and most assureuly rely upon it, 

that by baptism believers arc made recipients of Gospel 

grace, after the mode adverted to if! those apostolic 

instructions already amply quoteu. 

In conclusion, I would observe that it is only to the 

baptised, as such-to those who lurv.: thercby been the 

recipients of the grace of God-that the solemn adm onition 

of the apostle applies-" Brethren, I beseech you that ye 

rcceive not the grace of God in vain;" and above all, that 

of our Saviour- " Every branch in me that beareth not 

fruit he taketh away." 

Of life thou art the trce ; 
My immortality; 
Feed this tender uranch of Thine, 
Ceaseless inOucnce divine; 
Thou, the tree, the heavenly vinc, 
Grafted into Thee I live. -Clmstiall JJ )'/ltn. 
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CONCLUSION. 

And IIOW, dear Sir, I have accomplished fully as much 

as I de~i&ned to do upon first undertaking to notice your 

animadversions upon the doctrine of the Church of 

England; and have endeavoured in the foregoing pages 

to shew, and prove, and I trust successfully :­

1St. That Baptismal Regeneration is the doctrine of the 

Church of England; and therefore your emphatic state­

ments to that effect are quite true. 

2nd. That Baptismal Regeneration is a cardinal doc­

trine of the Gospel. 

3rd. That the standing of the baptised is analagous to 

that of the children of Israel, when they were delivered 

from the Egyptians by being brought through the Red 
Sea. 

And, considering the fixity of deep thought needful in an 

essay of this kind, and the multiplicity of secu lar demands 

upon the time of one in such humble circumstances as 

myself, I trust it may be admitted that the subject has 

been treated as comprehensively as could well be expected, 

whatever may be the general defects of the undertaking. 

It would be gratifying to me if some one more com­

petent than myself would come forward in what appears to 

me to be so honorable a cause, seeing that we are exhorted 

to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 

Saints. Were anyone to do so, it is likely I should benefit 

by it very much, in having my faith strengthened, as I 

anticipate that man) of the statements contained in this 

Reply would receive confirmation at the hands of any 

well-informed and true-hearted Churchman; I should, 

therefore, l~e both strengthened and comforted by a labour 
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111 this direction, on the part of any qualified Christian 

brother. 

I am not aware that any answer to your discourse has 

already appeared in this colony, although I suppose many 

have been published in England; all I Gll1 say is, that I 

have no knowledge of any in either place, and that the 

"iew of Baptism presented in these letters is the result of 

much prayerful study of the subject. Regretting that there 

should be a difference between us upon a point of Christi:m 

doctrine, and trusting that I have said nothing in thi s 

Reply to give you jnst calise for offence, and wishing you 

every prosperity, 

I remain, dear Sir, 


Yours faithfully, 


C. J. PERRY, 

\VILLIII~!STOW1'l, VI CTORI A, 

AlI,!,'IISt IS', I!]6S. 

THE REV. C. II. SPURGEON, 
METROPOLITAN TAliERNIICI.E, 

LONDON . 

Prin'eT'<: CLA RK & Co • Neholl PIA"". William<l.,wn. 


